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Hold Wake Over Barrymore Collection 





Of Gimeracks to Pay Off Old Debts 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

It was up one flight over an open- 
faced market in an _ unfashionable 
part of town. And there in an old, 
disused loft stood John Decker, the 
artist, who was John Barrymore's 
friend; N. N. Sugarman who, as the 
auctioneer, was sort of cast in the 
role of Grave Digger No. 1 for the 
official interment of all that re- 
mained tangible of the Barrymore 
past; and a man from the bank 
who was there to see that the out- 
standing obligations of the estate 
totaling roughly $68,000, were at 
least semi-satisfied. 

The occasion was the official ‘wake’ 
or press review of the late actor's 
possessions, before they are sold at 
auction, Aug. 24 and 25, and so, of 
the mourners present, all save Decker 
were professional. 

For, beyond any slightest doubt, 
they could ‘a tale unfold,’ these well 
nigh priceless possessions mingling 
indiscriminately with tawdry gee- 

(Continued on page 40) 





ARMY T0 MOVE 


INTO SEVERAL 
N.Y. HOTELS 


Army takeover of certain big New 
York hotels is a disturbing factor for 
bands, restaurants, etc. The identity 
of the hostelries is secret at the 
moment, but the reports are per- 
sistent. 

Need for housing for aviation stu- 
dents in the metropolitan N. Y. area 
is one factor. Other big hotels, and 
also certain clubs, are mentioned as 
probable barracks for embarking 
Overseas troops. One or two major 
hostelries are also rumored due for 
conversion into Army hospitals. 

Also stated that certain lofty 
buildings, hotel and otherwise, will 
be manned with anti-aircraft bat- 
teries, 


Flock of Big Names Set 








For ‘Stage Door Canteen’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Sol Lesser has signed Katharine 
Hepburn, Kay Kyser, Katharine Cor- 
nell and Edgar Bergen for sequences 
in the film version of ‘Stage Door 
Canteen.’ Previously set were Helen 
Hayes, Gertrude Lawrence and Ray 
Bolger. ° The script is being rushed 
for a production start by November. 


Radie Harris, who came here from | 


New York to help set up a Coast 
wing of the Canteen, has been signed 
hy _ » . ° 

by Lesser as technical director. 


Grief Enough? 


NBC thinks that the war is sad 
enough without broadcasting 
hillbilly laments about it, and so 
it has barred the new tune, ‘I’m 
a Pris’ner of War (on a Foreign 
Shore),’ from its facilities. Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., publisher 
of the number, protested to the 
network last week, arguing that 
Americans in every war have 
shown themselves capable of tak- 
ing in stride a song of grief as 
well as those dealing in gay or 
spirited themes. 

‘Pris’ner of War’ was written 
by Harry Pease, Ed G. Nelson 
and Dick Sanford. 











Carmen Miranda Now 
A Free Senorita From 


The Shuberts for 606 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 








The Shuberts have torn up their 
contract with Carmen Miranda for 
la cash consideration said to be $60,- 
000. Argentine performer was 
brought to this country three years 
ago by Lee Shubert, who signed her 
to an exclusive contract for stage 
and picture appearances. 

Since her click in ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way’ at 20th-Fox, Miss Miranda 
has been trying to buy off her con- 
tract, the deal finally materializing a 
week ago. 

It was not disclosed who put up 
the coin. 


EVEN ‘YANKEE’ IN FILM 








| ‘TITLE GETS DIXIE ICE: 


Memphis, Aug. 18. 
Southern exhibitors who sell ‘Yan- 
kee Doodle Dandy’ to large grosses, 
las ‘Col. Howard Waugh is doing 
| here this week at the Warner thea- 


lthe way. 

In the first place, the word ‘Yan- 
kee’ still possesses a certain unpleas- 
ant fragrance in the nostrils of the 
Dixie multitudes, millions of whom 
will never forget what Sherman did 
to prove his famous statement. To a 
horde of these unreconstructed rebels 
a ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ sounds like 
Ulysses S. Grant gone Beau Brum- 
mel, and that ain’t cricket in these 
parts. 

Mary of the usual exploitation 
stunts, especially those employed on 
musicals, are out the window down 
south on ‘Dandy.’ Many an orches- 
tra leader usually regarded as 
friendly to theatres and willing to 
plug their tunes turns a deaf ear to 
‘Yankee’ numbers, afraid he'll get 
boots instead of saddles for the ride. 
Some merchants are leery of ad tie- 
' (Continued on page 47) 





1) EXPREDOED 


War Department Calls Con- 
ference of Radio Industry 
to Discuss Role of Comedy 
in Morale—Parents Also 
Hear Same Entertainment 
When It’s on Radio as Dis- 
tinct From All-Stag Stuff 
in Camps 





19 ATTEND HUDDLE 





Washington, Aug. 18. 
The United States Army’s Bureau 
of Public Relations called a confer- 
ence here last 


humor with 
radio industry. Humor for  sol- 


week to. discuss 





tre, are winning an uphill battle all | 


diers, whether broadcast longwave or 
shortwave, has dangers because par- 
ents also listen in, also because blue- 
noses and prudes dote upon 
| ‘moral’ issues. Even pieces of visi- 
| ble but not audible studio business 
|} that provoke meaningful or seem- 
|ingly-vulgar laughter from soldiers 
must be considered and, if ques- 
tionable, should be eliminated. 
Humor as an item of morale 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Margaret Matzenauer Into 
Broadway Show at 62; 
Veteran of Met Opera 








one of the greatest contraltos of all 
| time and member of the Met for two 


decades will appear in her first 
Broadway play this winter entitled 
V for Vickie.” Play will be pro- 
| duced by Frank Mandel, authored 


| by Sig Herzig, N Y. opening being 


set for Sept. 20 after a week in Bal- | 


timore and a week in Washington. 
Mme. Matzenauer plays the part 

of a refugee prima donna and will 

sing. 

| During the past season she gave a 
Town Hall, N. Y., concert, appeared 


| locally with an orchestra, and made | 


|several operatic 
throughout the east. 


appearances 





Brig. General Zanuck? 


Reported that Col. Darry! F. Za- 
nuck is slated for promotion to a 
Brigadier General. 
| Writer-producer Paul H. Sloane 
j}has been upped to Lieut.-Colonel 
|Sloane, as chief executive producer 








at the Astoria, L. I, Signal Corps | 


| under Col. Melvin E. Gillette, the 
| commanding officer of 
| graphic, Centre. 

| Major Hal Roach has transferred 


lfrom Astoria to Wright Field, Day-| Lehman called Saratoga officials | 
ton, O., where the air force training | *? Albany and laid down the no- 
Lon, » whel l = ining 

Ims are produce (Continued on page 40) 
| film 
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representatives of the | 


Margaret Matzenauer,, 62, deemed | 


the Photo- | 


FF AR OF PR WES D. (. Brasshats’ Short-Sightedness 
On Propaganda Pix Nearing a Crisis 





The 5th Col. 


Chicago, Aug. 18. 

The Chi. Sun (Marshall Field) 
vs. Chi. Trib. (Robert McCor- 
mick) feud being what it is, the 
Sun is scrupulously reporting 
the Government investigation 
of a Trib. story on the Midway 
battle to which the D.C. brass- 
hats objected. 








Unsubtly, the Sun slugs the 
news stories on p. 1, in the fifth 
} column. 

| 








Spitalny Offers All-Girl 
Band to WAACs As Unit, 
Plus All Radio Profits 


| Phil Spitalny contacted Mrs. 
|Oveta Culp Hobby, head of the 
|Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps, 
| with the proposition of (1) turn- 
ing over his entire ‘Hour of Charm’ 
| orchestra to the WAACs for enlist- 
{ment as a unit; and (2) donating 








the profits from his Generai Elec- 
tric broadcasts to a newly created 
WAACs Emergency Reliei Fund 


The radio commercial profits would 
be around $100,000 a year, accord- 


ily’ radio series may 
Spitalny-WAACs idea, because it 
| would necessitate the band being 
available for commercial broadcasts 
|from WAAC’s Des Moines centre. 

| 


SARATOGA GAMBLING 
CRACKDOWN “TOO LATE’ 


Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 18 


Governor Lehman’s crackdown on 


Saratoga gambling, which has been 
running wide ope! fell Wednes- 
day (12), but the operators claim it 
came too late to ‘ruin’ the season, 


which has only two weeks more to 
go for the race meeting. 

| The sporting mop had already 
| been attracted to town and the ca- 
sinos were alle to get a goodly 
share of the coin needed to enable 
them to show a profit on the run. 
Last year, Lehman ordered the 
gambling shutdown just before the 
| 30-day racing meet opened and that 
|spelled misery for the dice and 
| roulette spots. 

| Lehman’s crackdown this year was 
| undeniably the result of the Spa 
| being ‘too wide open.’ 
in evidence everywhere, wide open 
even in the corner drugstores, and 
ithe authorities couldn’t turn 
| the other way any jonger. 


just 


ing to trade estimates. 

| The same situation as now gov-| 
| erns the Army’s nix on Sgt. Erza 
Stone continuing his ‘Aldrich Fam- 
| 


Gambling was | 
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Washington, Aug. 18. 

One of the toughest problems 
faced by the United States’ two 
major foreign propaganda outfits, 
the Office of War Information and 
the Office of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs, is’ to blast 
loose from the War and Navy de- 
partments films of American troops 
in action, Both services, it is known, 
have loads of good footage. But hide- 
bound brasshats have difficulty, de- 
spite exhortations of the propaganda 
specialists, comprehending how use-« 
ful it could be to the United Nations’ 
cause, 
Most of the material, it is believed 
| by newsmen, could at this time re- 
| veal nothing to the enemy that he 
| doesn’t know. And _ furthermore, 
| the OWI and CIAA have repeatedly 
|explained to generals and admirals 
|that the propaganda value of the 
| footage, carefully edited, could far 
| outweigh the aid and comfort to the 
;enemy that the release of the film 
(Continuec on page 47) 
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ALL SIGNS POINT 
~ TO BIG SHOW 
BIZ YEAR 


| The usual pre-season bullish op- 
timism which annually excites show 
| business is born of fact this year. 
| There are indications aplenty that 
the American dollar is on the loose, 
that spending is free and that a wow 
1942-'43 is in the offing. 

Cafe men particularly, who main- 
tain that the public’s desires to step 
out is a _ sensitive barometer for 
every other branch of the amuse- 
ment industry, point to the manner 
in which cafe biz is jumping all over 
the map. Ditto the film and legit 
theatres, with operators claiming the 
current excellent. biz is but a minor 
manifestation of the prosperity in 
| the offing. 





figure in the} 





' 





No Need to Flaunt 


Ignorance on Radio 





“No nation can raise an Army and 
Navy of 10,000,000 men and not pick 
‘up a few intellectual dumbells. But 
does the Army and Navy need to 
jexpose the latter fact by allowing 
men in uniform to appear on radio 
|quiz shows and reveal personal ig- 
|norance that is someéimes stupen- 
| dous? 

| For example, the sailor who didn’t 
know that battleships were named 
after states and a soldier who didn’t 
know who his commanding general 
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Gary Cooper's Goldwyn Contract 
Expiring, Others Dicker With Him 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Free of all contractual obligation to 
Sam Goldwyn, after completing his 
current assignment in Paramount’s 


. ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls, Gary 


Cooper is being tempted with stu- 
dio offers and also a pitch by United 
Artists to have him joim up as a 
producer-star. 

Goldwyn is still pursuing him to 
sign a five-year contract, calling for 
one picture annually, but this and 
other offers are bing held in abey- 
ance pending the completion of 
‘Bell Tolls.’ 

Negotiations on a UA deal are 
expected to get started within three 
weeks when Cooper and his attorney, 
Loyd Wright, return here. The pro- 
posal is said to be on a basis of 
acting in one and producing one 

(Continued on page 47) 


NOEL COWARD'S 2 FOR 
UA INCLUDES ‘BLITHE’ 


United Artists has signed a deal 
with Noel Coward under which the 
latter is to produce two pictures an- 
nually in England for UA release. 
Coward's first, ‘In Which We Serve,’ 
is to he preemed shortiy in Wash- 
ington and Hollywood. 

British actor-playwright-producer 
also has ‘Blithe Spirit, presented on 
Broadway this season, which he will 
produce in England either as his 
second for UA release this year or 
for next season's schedule. Coward 
nixed all offers for the film rights 
to the play from-U. S. producers, 
planning to make it himself abroad. 


Chent Orders Month’s 
Layoff for Amos ’n’ Andy 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Amos ’n’ Andy have been ordered 
by their sponsor (Campbell soup) to 
take a month’s rest in the hope that 
the hiatus will have a hypoing effect 
on their Crossley rating when they 
return. Ward Wheelock agency is 
said to be quite alarmed over the 
progressive drop of the blackface 
team’s C.A.B. figures (the latest, 4 
plus) and see a possible remedy in a 
layoff, which would be the,first in 
four years of airing for this client. 

Double A’s are scurrying around 
for a replacer which will be accept- 
able to the Wheelock agency. 

For the first time in their long 
careers Amos ‘n’ Andy are doing a 
half-hour broadcast Aug. 24 in the 
Victory Theatre series. A dramatic 
play is being written for them with 
radio picture names in support. 


Golden Gate 4 Join 


Golden Gate Quartet have been 
released by CBS from their sustainer 
contract and join Amos ’n’ Andy 
Sept. 7 for a run. Initial commit- 
ment is for nine weeks. 


Colored foursome will probably go 
into Metro’s ‘Cabin in the Sky’ coin- 
cidentally. 


Radio Still Trying for 
M-G OK on L. Barrymore 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency was 
still in hopes yesterday (Tuesday) 
ef being able to induce Metro to 
permit Lionel Barrymore to accept 
the title part in the ‘Mayor of Our 
Town’ series, which is scheduled to 
start this fall on CBS, Wednesday, 
=" p.m. The account is Lever 

“OS. 


The film producer declined to 
grant an okay after terms had been 
worked out between -the agency 
and Barrymore. 














WILKERSONS DIVORCED 


Reno, Aug. 18 
Mrs. Estelle Brown Wilkerson has 
divorced William R. Wilkerson, edi- 
tor and publisher of the Hollywood 
Reporter, here. She charged cruelty. 
The couple married at Las Vegas, 
Nevada, Dec. 11, 1939. 
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_ He'll Show "Em How 


Holiywood, Aug. 18. 

RKO signed Major Alexander P. 
de Seversky, recognized interna- 
tionally as an authority on wartime 
aviation, as technical advisor on 
‘Bombardier, a Robert Fellows 
production, 

Filming starts Sept. 25 with Pat 
O’Brien playing the lead role. 


Spitalny Gets U Film 
Deal Via Par Theatre 
Benefit for Navy Relief 


Phil Spitalny has concluded that 
it pays to play a benefit, because di- 
rectly after the Aug. 4 premiere of 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Navy Relief Benefit) 
at the Paramount, N. Y., he got a 
phone call from Nate Blumberg, 
Universal prexy, which resulted in 
a film contract. Picture will be 
‘Johnny Comes Marching Home,’ 
Allan Jones starrer, with work to 
Sept. 14. Under the deal, the maes- 
tro of the ‘Hour of Charm,’ all- 
femme orchestra, will realize around 

(Continued on page 21) 


PENNER’S PA-IN-LAW 
SUICIDES IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 18. 

George Lewis Vogt, 58, father-in- 
law of the late Joe Penner, come- 
dian, committed suicide here last 
week by asphyxiating himself in a 
midtown apartment house. Vogt, 
who represented a local hardware 
company, placed a towel over his 
head and, seating himself on a stool, 
leaned over a gas stove, two un- 
lighted burners of which were 
turned on. 

In one note he asked that a son, 
Sergt. G. L. Vogt, of Camp Bragg, 
N. C., and his daughter, Mrs. Eleanor 
Penner, Hollywood, be notified. 
Business associates said Vogt had 
been in a nervous condition for sev- 
eral months and recently went to a 
local hospital for a checkup. The 
other note asked that the Red Cross, 
Ninth Division, at Ft. Bragg, N. C., 
be notified of his act by wire. He 
dic not leave any explanatory let- 
ters. His body is being held await- 
ing word from his daughter. 




















Al Wants Susan 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Susan Hayward is being sought by 
Al Woods to head the all-femme 
cast in “This Little Hand’ on Broad- 
way. 
He wants Paramount to release 
her for the run of the play. 














It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


SOPH CAN HAVE 
LAST LAFF NOW 








Buffalo, Aug. 18. 
He who laughs last—and it looks 
as if Sophie Tucker draws the final 
chortle as result of her recent Navy 
Benefit appearance here when she 


attracted strenuous adverse criticism 
for the spicy nature of her offerings 
Among the chief repercussions of the 
event was a public statement by 
Mayor Kelly that he would sponsor 
Passage of an ordinance to prevent 
broadcasting of suggestive wordage 
to a public gathering. 


Last week the anti-Kelly Buffalo 
Evening News assigned a reporter to 
cover a political outing advertised as 
‘Mayor Kelly Day.” The scribe, in a 
sizzling expose, revealed that not 
only was gambling rampant and 
a cooch dancing consession featured 
at the affair, with members of the 
police force in attendance, but that 
the m.c.’s comments over a p.a. syS- 
tem regarding the can-can exhibition 
were strongly on the spicy side. The 
reporter didn’t omit pointing up the 
Mayor’s recent threat of legislation 
to prevent just such suggestive 
broadcasting. 





Payments to Fairbanks’ 
Widow Cut to $1,500 Mo. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 

Sylvia Fairbanks, widow of Doug- 
las Fairbanks, was awarded tempo- 
rary payments of $1,500 a month 
by Superior Court, pending final dis- 
position of the estate. 

Award was the outcome of ob- 
jections by Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
and other heirs to the estate against 
a continuance of the widow’s $2,500 





monthly allowance. 
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STELLO 


Now On National Release 


In “PARDON 


MY SARONG” 


A Mayfair Production—Universai Pictures Release 
Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN } 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT } 


By Milton Berle 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


Ah, Hollywood, the home of the ‘RAVE’ and the land of the ‘B’. Where 
else does a blinding sun rise at 6 a. m.....then it starts raining at 6.05. 

On a clear day I can look out of my window and see Jack Benny mak- 
ing Jello in his bathtub. Groucho Marx is another neighbor of mine... 
he’s the only guy in the world who mows his garden with ad-libs. Groucho 
is the Luther Burbank of the film colony. For years he’s been trying to 
cross a hunk of halavah and a herring, but it still doesn’t come out 
borscht. Dorothy Lamour is also a neighbor of mine. She's the only 
one in Hollywood who has gophers that wear sarongs. Maxie Rosen- 
bloom came over to my house and we dined on caulifiower....his. Maxie 
is speaking mucht clearer these days....he’s got a midget sitting in his 
mouth who unscrambles the words before they come out. 

I live so close to Cesar Romero, everytime he combs his hair I get 
splashed with oil. Four celebrities live on the left side of me and six 
Admirals live on the right side of me. I’m between the stars and stripes. 
There's a crazy fortune teller living on my block....every night he sneaks 
out of his house and starts to read the life lines on the palm trees. 


I received a letter from Jack Zero with all the Broadway dirt. Jack 
tells me that ire is trying to beautify himself....so he bought an -indi- 
rect forehead....Broadway Rose finally got a job....she relieves the 
hyena, at the Central Park Zoo, when he goes to Lindy’s for lunch. 
Tommy Manville is going to have a get-to-gether with all his ex-wives.... 
so he hired Madison Square Garden. Henny Youngman has made a 
radical change in his act....He vow plays the violin with only three 
strings (Thanks, Baldy, for all the gossip. I’m trying to get your scalp 
a contract for a new Indian picture they’re making out here). 

I went to see the opening of my new picture, ‘Whispering Ghosts,’ at 
Grauman’s Chinese. Sid Grauman escorted me in....at the end of the 
picture the F.B.I. escorted me out. My mother laughed so hard... I 
stepped out of character in the picture and took three bows. At the end 
of the picture everybody got up and applauded....after they played the 
national anthem. A strange thing happened as I left the theaire....Bob 
Hope’s footprints in the fore-court tripped me. A girl came over to 
me and said: ‘May I have your autograph, Mr. Berle, I enjoyed your fare- 
well performance so much!’ 

Went to the Florentine Gardens and saw N. T. G. They have a new 
innovation there....they change the waiters every show. Granny has 
been at this place for so long... .all the termites in the woodwork know 
his routines backwards and forwards (And can do them).....The Millis 
Brothers, who appear there have a mew arrangement of ‘Shortnin’ Bread’ 
that’s out of this world....they sing it a slice at a time....without but- 
ter. Show has a~grand finale that’s the talk of the town. My friend 
Granny has a safe wheeled out on the floor. He opens it and takes out 
an original gag and tells it. 

Went home for a little shut-eye....bumped into a door and got it. 
Woke up bright and early and me and the rooster crowed in unison. 
Got dressed in my usual conservative manner....beret, yellow slacks, 
pink polo shirt and wedgies, and went over to my doctor for a checkup. 
As I walked into the doctor's office, a specimen reclining in a jar of 
alcohol stuck his head out and shouted: ‘Hop in....P’ve always wanted 
a playmate!’ 

The doctor came in, put make-up on my face, and then took an X-ray 
picture. He then put a stethoscope to my heart and after five minutes 
of this he shook his head and said: ‘Just as I thought....excessive 
dandruff” He then said: ‘Put your tongue out!’. I stuck it out and five 
goldfish leaped on it and began using it as a diving board into their 
bowl. The doctor then told me I had a lot of sugar in my blood.... 
so he gave me a coffee transfusion. As I left the office, the specimen in 
the jar of alcohol called me over. ‘It ain’t fair!’ he yelled. ‘How come 
you're walking around....and I'm in here? 

Went over to the studio to start work on my new picture, ‘Over My 
Dead Body.’ They gave me the special makeup that I wear in this film.... 
marinated embalming fluid. Mal St. Clair is the director and he is famed 
as a comedy director. He knows every joke written... .does that mean 
I have to use new gags....In this picture I get to make love to Mary 
Beth Hughes. In one scene I take her in my arms, smother her with 
kisses, and then she tenderly says: ‘Are you kidding?’ 


Elided Negro Scenes in Bette Davis 
Pic Draw Harlem Beefs Vs. WB, RKO 
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Harlem newspapers have been 


C OR ACTS OUT HIS burning over the clipping of two se- 
LIFE STORY ON RADIO quences featuring Negroes from the 


last Bette Davis pic, ‘In This Our 
Hollywood, Aug. 18 Life,’ when the film played Regent, 
; = Sala " "| | Roosevelt, Alhambra and Proctor’s 
Life story of Eddie Cantor in 125th st. theatres, ali in Harlem. 
drama and song will be broadcast Bieewhare im New York the se- 
on the Philip Morris Plavpouse Dra | quences were not clipped, Inia 
the comedian playing himself. His furore “yf oe at pune ot 
only other radio appearance while | PtTates the Rouses In question, 

P that organization’s complete surprise, 


in New York will be in a guest spot} _. . |. Warn... 
on ‘Star Spangled Vaudeville’ next agit ya was done by Warn 
Sunday (23). Last Sunday Al Jolson si , 
was the star guester. Cuts were ordered by top execs 


Cantor left for the east Friday | to obviate any disturbances since, at 











(14), stopping over at Rochester | the time the pic was first released, 

where he emcees a show incidental | Some three months ago, there had 

citation. to Eastman Kodak. Others | Negro troops—in the east as well as 

in the show will be Helen Hayes, | South—plus some lynchings in Dixie. 

orchestra. sure than to aggravate the then hair- 
trigger tempers. 

Ruth Chatterton Owes Ernest Anderson and Miss Davis, the 
other between Hattie McDaniel and 
lies him into a murder rap, tells her 

A judgment against Ruth Chatter- | °ff- In the latter, Miss McDaniel 
of $2,243 was entered in N. Y. su-|50, the character portrayed by 
preme court last week, balance of | Ernest Anderson. 

dresswear, etc. Apolio, a nabe in Brooklyn’s Negro 

Although only recently finding its| sector, playing the pic last week, 
ment had actually been obtained | showing the entire film unexpur- 
last year. Miss Chatterton had paid | gated, in deference to customer preés- 








to the presentation of a Government | been several riots between white and 

Olsen & Johnson and Vincent Lopez | WB figured it was better to risk cen- 

One of the scenes was between 

Mme. Frances $2,243) ors cr ner chautteur and, attr she 

ton, former film star, in the amount asks the star to recant and save her 

a debt to Mme. Frances for furs,} One result of the beef had the 

way into court records, the judg-| ‘Aug. 13-16), with the exhibitor 
$415 of the original debt. ' sure, 
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WALKING OUT ON PALS? 


Whole question of the status of entertainers-become-soldiers 
was in the foreground last week. The comment as heard and 
as published in various periodicals, including the Army’s own 
‘Yank,’ tended to reveal widespread confusion as to the in- 
volved proprieties. It has become clear that the spotlight on 
soldier-entertainers singles them out among the tens of thou- 
sands of ‘desk job’ men for public attention. The Army high 
command is palpably fearful of possible criticism concerning 
allegedly favored’ soldiers. There is likewise a tendency to 
see boondoggling in some activities and this becomes symbol- 
ized, unfairly, in the entertainer. 








: 

The Treasury was reported incensed last week when Clark 
Gable, one of its best customers for income tax, was ushered 
into the Air Corps with much publicity at $66 a month. Others 
tended to agree with the Treasury that $150,000 taxpayers 
were somewhat absurd as buck privates. This was one side 
of the confusion. Another was represented by the revised 
Army ruling on Ezra Stone, who is now to be denied permis- 
sion to continue in “The Aldrich Family,’ from which source 
his large weekly stipend, less income taxes, went, intact, to 
Army Relief. 


Meanwhile, Wrigley is sponsoring ‘Sergeant Gene Autry,’ 
over CBS with an air force captain, Hal Rorke, assigned to the 
publicity as a military job. Rudy Vallee is becoming a band- 
master with chief petty officer rating in the Coast Guard. The 
WAACS in Des Moines spurned an offer to acquire Phil 
Spitalny’s All-Girl orchestra. 


Apparently the armed forces have somewhat blurred and dis- 
tinctly contradictory, service for service, views of publicity 
and those who are best able to obtain publicity. There is more 
than a hint of a desire to eat their cake but not protect the 
bakers. Surely what the services themselves have enthusias- 
tically encouraged and welcomed is not now Suddenly dis- 
graceful or in need of apology? The whole Government is or- 
ganized on a basis of making special provision and special use 
of persons with unique talents. These range all the way from 
trained purchasing agents and chemists to writers, researchers 
and press agents. 





Nearly all the branches of our fighting forces have sought 
out and exploited acting, writing, stunt-arranging, music-mak- 
ing talents to aid them in recruiting, in prestige projects, in 
making themselves known, and favorably, f> the public. As 
a matter of human decency, the several groups cannot now 
look the other way and disown their friends and helpers. It 
would be rank injustice to let show people take the rap be- 
cause of any growing public aversion to ‘cushy’ jobs. And yet 
something very like this seems to be blowing up. 


There are thousands of theatrical, radio, literary and allied 
talents serving in the ranks, toting guns, flyiifg machities, doing 
the regular routine of dirty work. Only a handful of extra- 
ordinarily gifted, popular or conspicious individuals have been 
partly ‘cushioned’ so that Uncle Sam can benefit, in dozens of 
ways and often in hard cash, from their continued presence in 
the spotlight. 


How about a little official publicity about the obscure re- 
cruits from show business and radio to put matters in propet 
perspective and prevent the threatened injustice to show busi- 
ness, the perennial patsy? A kick where it hurts will*be a poor 
reward for all its efforts to help the war, the armed forces and 
the Government generally. How about somebody in Wash- 
ington big enough to command quotation standing up in public 
and saying a word of common courtesy and thanks to show 
people? 


WB's Wilk Again Pioneering to Buy 
Film Rights Before Producing Plays 


j 
vt 








Frank Fay Frisks Self In 


Warner Bros, is reportedly taking 
the lead in a move to resuscitate 


MAP OFFSET 








an agreement with the Dramatists 
Guild, which was near the inking 
Stage three seasons back, whereby 
picture companies will acquire in 
advance the film rights to plays 
which they finance. Jake Wilk, 
eastern story department head for 
Warners, has recently been talking 
with playwrights Elmer Rice and 
Edward Childs Carpenter, among 
others, apparently impelled by the 
need for a more fertile legit source 
for picture material. 

Opinion as to the value of advance 
purchases of film rights, combined 
With outlay in financing Broadway 

(Continued on page 23) 


Court to Prove He’s Broke 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Frank Fay is within $3 of total 
poverty, according to his own ad- 
mission at trial for back payment 
of $600 owed his. attorney. He told 
the court, among other things, he 
doesn’t have a bank account, stocks, 
bonds, property or a job. Asked by 
the court to frisk himself, Fay 
brought forth $3. 

This didn't satisfy hizzoner, who 
wanted to know if he didn’t have 
a wallet in the back pocket. Fay 
flipped back his coat to prove to 
court his trousers don 
hip pockets. 
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VIA PLAYS, BOGS, 
BASTING COMBOS 


Though Admitting Import- 
ance of Marquee Names 
Going Inte Army, Film 
Industry Execs Figure 
Stories Will Continue to 
Create Stars—‘No Inter- 
pretative Agency Is Great- 
er Than a Creative Agency’ 





EXPLOIT STORIES 





As long as there are biographies, 
Balzac, some 60,000 new short stories 


‘a year and a few Broadway legit 


productions as box office insurance 
for the studios to feed upon, Holly- 
wood should be able to make up for 
the loss of male stars to the armed 
forces, in the opinion of major com- 
pany execs, through the intensive 
development of story material and 
of new players, ‘ 
Undeniably important though mar- 
quee names may be, ‘No interpreta- 
tive agency is greater than a crea- 
tive agency,’ stated one executive. 
Conversely, stellar strength alone 
(Continued on page 47) 


RUDY VALLEE 
STATUS VAGUE 


Hollywood, Aug, 18. 

McKee & Albright agency is wait- 
ing for some definite word on the 
future radio status of Rudy Valee, 
who was inducted Monday (17) into 
the Coast Guard as a bandmaster, 
with the rating of chief petty of- 
ficer. 

The official order said that ‘for 
the time being he can remain on 
the air.’ Just how long that is no- 
body knows, but all available re- 
placements are being checked if 
speedy substitution becomes neces- 
sary. 











Set. Ezra Stone Blitzea 
Ezra Stone, now with tne frving 
Berlin stage show, ‘This Is the Army,’ 
last week lost Army permission to 
continue with his radio series, ‘The 
Aldrich Family,’ his salary from 
which went entirely to Army Re- 
lief, 





Corporal Clark Gable 
Miami, Aug. 18. 

Clark Gable entered the Army 
Air Officers Candidate School here 
today (Tuesday) with a corporal’s 
rating and will be graduated as a 
second lieutenant in 12 weeks. His 
plans after that. are indefinite. His 
arrival was veiled in the utmost 
secrecy; there was no undue dis- 
turbance. But the press has been 
terrific. 





Capt. Maurice Evans 
Maurice Evans and Rudy 
both joined the colors this 
Evans becomes a captain in 
S. Army Specialist Corps to con- 
centrate on promoting legit enter- 
tainment in remote posts, and Vallee 
as a bandmaster in the U. S. Coast 
Guard with the rank of chief petty 
officer. He will be stationed at the 
Wilmington, Cal., base and will con- 
tinue to do his ‘Sealtest’ radio show 
on NBC. 
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Tempus Sure Fugits 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

That years gallop by glaringly is 
reflected in the brief announcement 
by Paramount that James Kirk- 
wood, Jr., 18, is making his film bow 
in ‘You Can’t Live Forever.’ 

t’s significant to oldtimers who 
remember him as a toddling young- 
ster when his parents, James Kirk- 





’t have back | wood and Lila Lee, were topflight 
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stars. 


Casting, Color Problems Come Up 


At WB, Berlin Huddles on “Army” 





T 


‘Don’t Till the End’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Fan mags are being called on 
the carpet by the Hays office for 
too much tipoff stuff to readers. 

Complaining exhibitors say the 
mags reveal story endings, which 
is injurious to picture drawing 
power. 








Top Pix Faves 
In Army Camps 
Revealed Soon 


, Washington, Aug. 18. 

Army Motion Picture Service, now 
the largest circuit of the industry, is 
installing machine equipment for 
tabulating star popularity, pulling 
power in certain areas, and general 
interesting information for exhibi- 
tors. Recording machines will re- 
place much manuel labor, with 
camp screen buyers and bookers 
having statistics available ay to star 
strength and grosses at the military 
boxoffices. 

Under Robert Bond, Army Motion 
Picture Service has been tabulating 
the ‘Six Best Pictures of the Month,’ 
as disclosed by attendance charts 
from the 800 camp theatres. These 
dispute, in some respects, results of 
the recent Gallup poll. In other 

(Continued on page 46) 


Mgrs. Can’t Get Robeson 
In ‘Othello’ Until ’43 Due 


To Many Concert Dates 














Broadway descended upon Prince- 
ton, N. J., early this week to see 
Paul Robeson in ‘Othelio’ at the Mc- 
Carter theatre, after the sensational 
reception given the colored star at 
Inst wrek Thera 
seemed to be a CUlicer ted vemrn’ 
managers to grab Robeson and the 
present acting version of the Shake- 
spearean work, but they came away 
empty-handed. 

There will be_no further appear- 
ances of Robeson in ‘Othello’ other 
than the Cambridge and Princeton 
engagements, it was stated by Rob- 
ert W. Rockmore, attorney and man- 
ager of the star, and a Broadway 
appearance can hardly be expected 
until the season of 1943-44, as Robe- 
son is under contract for concert 
dates until next April. The Prince- 
ton date had Robeson appearing in 
his home-town. Singer-actor, how- 


ever, attended Rutgers college, 
where he was a headline football 
player. 


Webster is getting 
plaudits in professional circles for 
her work in preparing the present 
acting version. She is appearing in 
the play in the part of Emelia. Jose 
Ferrer, who plays Iago, is a Prince- 
ton grad (33), while his wife, Uta 
Hagen, plays Desdemona. Robeson 
attracted attention in London in 
1930 as the Moor. 


Margaret 





Anderson’s War Play In 
Pasadena, 50 Other Cities 


Pasadena, Aug, 18. 

As a 25th birthday celebration, the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse is 
producing “The Eve of St. Mark,’ 
Maxwell Anderson’s war drama, 
Sept. 28. Play will be staged in 50 
other theatres from coast to coast 
on the same day. 

Last year’s honored guest author 
in a similar hookup was William 
Saroyan, whose play faded after the 
widespread premiere, 











With Hal Wallis, Michael Curtiz 
and Casey Robinson, who will 
screen-adapt ‘This Is the Army’ for 
Warner Bros., currently huddling 
with Irving Berlin in New York, the 
two major problems are (1) Tech- 
nicolor and (2) casting. Latter will 
cull certain marquee names from 
within the Army ranks to augment 
the present Broadway cast, most of 
whom will be utilized in the filmiza- 
tion. There are quite a few names 
now in the ranks, such as Burgess 
Meredith, William Holden, Joe Louis, 
(heavyweight champ), but people 
like Clark Gabie will positively not 
be ‘borrowed’ from Uncle Sam, 
even if possible. 

The question of color is not a minor 
one, since, against the obviousness 
that it invariably enhances the gross, 
is the Army theme—with emphasis 
on olive drab—and it’s how much 
difference it will make. On the other 
hand, certain numbers, such as 
‘Mandy,’ would be enhanced by the 
tints. 

Berlin and A, L. Berman, the at- 
torney, who is president of This Is 
the Army, Inc., the trustee corpora- 

(Continued on page 47) 


Gen’l Motors Shudders 
At Approaching Rivalry 
Of Hope, Fibber McGee 


The renewal that Columbia has ree 
ceived from General Motors on the 
‘Cheers from Camp’ series may not 
be good for more than four weeks, 
GM doesn’t like the idea of being 
competition to Bob Hope and ‘Fibe 
ber McGee & Molly’ and if Columbia 
can’t after Sept. 29 furnish some 
other hour for the camp show, the 
motors combine has the choice of 
cancelling without further notice, 
‘Cheers,’ which completes its first 13- 
week cycle Sept. 1, oecupies the 
Tuesday 9:30-10:30 p.m. period. ‘Mc- 
Gee’ and Hope are the competition 
on NBC. 

It is reported that the Blue Net- 
work is shooting for the General Mo- 
tors business. 
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9,000,000 to 10,000,000 Soldiers See 


Films | Every Week: Cut to 12-15 





Washington, Aug. 18. 

Taking advantage of the film in- 
dustry’s generosity, the U. S. Army 
has developed into the largest single 
motion picture exhibitor in the 
world since launching the draft 
system toward a standing military 
force of 7,000,000 or more men. 

The War Department’s ‘lm dis- 
tribution service, an offshoot of the 
recently created Service of Supply, 
is playing to audiences estimated 
between 9,000,000 and _ 10,000,000 
weekly. Admissions are nominal, 


the scale just having been cut to 
15c cash or 12c if coupon books are 
used. Formerly the charges were 
20c or l4c. 

With all major producers making 
available prints of latest Hollywood 
features, the Army already has dis- 
tributed approximately 3,500 films. 
Exact number of features is not 
known, since the number of prints 
is not the same every time. 

At the expense of the majors, any 
feature picked by the Army is re- 
filmed immediately on 16-mm stock, 
since the War Department decided 
early in the war that standard 35- 
mm. reels were too bulky for hand- 
ling, particularly in supplying over- 
seas posts and -in view of the 
shipping difficulties. Sturdy 16-mm 
projectors were devised and have 
been supplied to all military units 
abroad. The 35-mm stock still is 
used at stations in this country. 

The military circuit, which a 
couple of years ago was a mere 
handful of more important and re- 
mote reservations, now embraces 
5,404 theatres. Weekly operations 
include 3,500 showings. Scores of 
theatres have been built in the last 
two years since the Army began ex- 
panding, while projectors and 
sound apparatus have been installed 
in recreation buildings, auditoriums 
and other structures at some of the 
smaller camps and forts. 

In addition to entertainment films, 
the Army is making increasing use 
of special educational reels—such as 
the cartoons by Walt Disney, illus- 
trated lectures, morale and propa- 
ganda shorts. 


DOUGLAS TAKES TIME 
OUT FOR M-C FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Meivyn Douglas, currently work- 
ing for the Government in Wash- 
ington, gets time off to co-star with 
Ann Sothern in ‘Three Hearts for 
Julia’ at Metro, to be produced by 
John W. Considine, Jr. 

Eddie Buzzell directs from a 
screenplay by Lionel Houser. 


H’ wood Eases Rigors Of 
Training for Desert Lads 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Life of the Army tank troops train- 
ing on the California desert is being 
relieved of some of its rigor by the 
Desert Battalion, a troop of film 


gals commanded by Mrs. Edward G. 
Robinson as an adjunct to the United 
Service Organizations. For months 
the soldiers had been rumbling over 
sand dunes in tropical heat without 
any recreation to relieve their leisure 
hours. Now they can dance on 
weekends with young picture players 
chaperoned by Mrs, Robinson and 
Mrs. Allan B. Wilkinson, whose hus- 
band is a physician serving with the 
U. S. troops in Egypt. 

Dances are held in Joseph M. 
Schenck’s mansion at Palm Springs, 
which has been turned over to the 
USO for the duration. The house 
is within easy reach of the training 
area. 


$1,565 for Camp Gags 


Publication of the first volume of 
material for use by service men in 
their own camps cost USO-Camp 
Shows a total of $1,565. 

This covered office expenditures 
as well as cost of printing and bind- 
ing the 4,000 books, or about 40c per 
copy. 























Making ’Em Pay 


Belle Baker, appearing at the 
Lido Country Club, Long 
Beach, L. L, this past week- 
end, pulled a switch on the re- 
quest-song routine by tying it 
up to a War Bond-selling cam- 
paign. 

She finally sang nine request 
numbers and wound up with 
checks for bond _ purchases 
totalling $201,000. 


—-—-— 


Army Camps to Test 
Shows in Field Houses 
Seating 3,500 Soldiers 


To facilitate entertainment sched- 
ules, the Army has devised and is 
letting contracts for the construc- 
tion of a stage unit to be erected in 
field houses. The largest Army 
theatres seat 1,038, but the field 
houses are like sports arenas, except 
that they have no stage or raised 
platform, and can handle 3,500 men. 
The first stage will be installed on 
an experimental basis and, if the 
design clicks, they will be set up at 
ali camps. 

The plan to install stages in the 
field houses probably stems from the 
success USO-Camp Shows, Inc., had, 
via increased attendance, with the 
outdoor stages they offered to the 
camps playing their shows. These 
were designed by Emil Friedlander 
and USO-CSI offered the plans for 
ar all-wood stage, plus $500, to any 
camp that wanted the outdoor unit 
and would provide the balance of 
the funds necessary to complete the 
installation. Offer was made for 
one month early this spring and was 
snapped up by 38 camps, which set 
up 60 units, some of the larger en- 
campments installing more than 
one. 

















LEADERS FOR CAMP SINGS 


Presents Tentative 
General Osborn 





Fox List to 





Harry Fox, of the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association, has syb- 
mitted to Brig. Gen. F. H. Osborn, 
chief of U. S. Army special services, 
a list of musical personalities who 
could be used to lead camp sings. 
The recommendations had been re- 
quested by the general. 

There are 25 names on the list. 

Van Surdam has been commis- 
sioned a--eaptain-in -th: Army’s 
morale division and assigned to di- 
rect ensemble singing. 





Hunt Already on Job 
Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 18. 

Arthur B. Hunt, New York City, 
has been routed into Dixie to teach 
mass warbling to soldiers.’ Cur- 
rently at Camp Croft. 

Hunt, now with USO-YMCA, has 
toured, U. S., Canada and British 
Isles as concert singer and lecture- 
recitalist. Former Music director, 
Greater N.. Y. Federation of 
Churches, he directed weekly NBC 
musical program. 
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Uncle Sam's Roll Cal 





| 











Philo Higley’s Spot 
Washington, Aug. 18. 

Philo Higley, until recently under 
a writing contract to Columbia Pic- 
tures, has joined the Office of Price 
Administration as chief of the lat- 
ter’s Film and Radio Section of the 
Consumer Division. His position is 
primarily that of supplying ideas for 
radio and screen writers so that they 
can work OPA angles into their 
script. Higley is also acting as liai- 
son between the Consumer Division 
and other Governmental depart- 
ments which have their own radio 
programs. 

Higley, who settled his contract 
recently with Columbia, had sought 
a commission with the Film Unit of 
the Army, but the latter failed to 
come through. He’s been writer for 
other Hollywood film companies in 
addition to several advertising agen- 
cies, and is the co-author with Philip 
Dunning of the hit Broadway play 
produced some seasons ago, ‘Remem- 
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WILLIE HOWARD 

Twenty-fourth successful week, 
“Priorities of 1942” at the 46th 
Street Theatre, New York. 


“.. Devastating imitations.” 


WILELLA WALDORF, 
N. Y. Post, March 3, 1942 


“. . . Wonderworker of comic 


greatness.” 
JOHN ANDERSON, 
N. ¥. Journal-American, March 3, '42 
“...A great comedian.” 
NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR, 
March 13, 1942 
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EXHIBS BUYIN 
10 AMBULANCES 


; Washington, Aug. 18. 

Meeting in offices of zone man- 
ager John J. Payette of Warner 
Bros., Maryland, Virginia and Wash- 
ington exhibitors pledged to buy 10 
ambulances to be presented to the 
American Field Ambulance Service. 

Variety Club agreed to provide the 
funds for two of these field ma- 
chines; two more will come from 
exhibitors of the District of Colum- 
bia, three from Maryland and three 
from the exhibitors of Virginia. 


LOOKS DEFINITE U. S. PIX 
UNIT STICKS IN ASTORIA 


Washington, Aug. 18. 
With reports here that Major Gen- 
eral Dawson Olmstead, Chief Signal 
Officer, will go to Astoria, L. IL, late 
in September to install the first per- 
manent motion picture Signal Corps, 
this is seen as scotching the rumors 

















ithat the Photographic Corps would 


move fror. New York te Hollywood. 

These reports were born (1) be- 
cause of Col. Darryl F. Zanuck’s ac- 
tivities on the Coast, and (2) because 
of wishful thinking by the rank-and- 
filers at Astoria, many of whom are 
from Hollywood, and hence would 
prefer being headquartered on the 
Coast. 





Lounge te Get Preem 


The trade press editors who are 
outfitting the lounge for the enlisted 
men at Astoria, will probably stage 
a little shindig to coincide with the 
official installation ceremonies pre- 
sided over by Gen. Olmstead. 
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ber the Day.’ Latter last season was 
filmed by 20th-Fox. 





Ronald Dawson, ‘Chicago radio ac- 
tor, into U. S. Air Force at Enid, 
Oklahoma. 





Hollywood’s Contingent 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
John Eckert, film technician, 
Army. 
Leo Miller, Warners theatre de- 
partment, Army. 
Seymour Friedman, assistant di- 
rector, Army Signal Corps. 
Arthur Klein, sound technician, 
Army. 
Gene Berkhoff, film house man- 
ager, Navy. 
Stanford Tischler, 
nician, Army. 
Don Jacques, Pathe News, Army. 
Russell Hoover, cameraman, Navy. 
Jimmy Henderson, press agent, 
Air Ferry Command. . 
(Continued on page 23) 
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All Indications Point to Sept.’s 
Billion-in-Bonds Gong Over Top 





WHITEMAN’S IDEA 


Gable and Crosby te Raise Funds— 
Daily Gives It the Brush 








Minneapolis, Aug. 18. 

While playing the Orpheum here, 
Paul Whiteman came up with the 
suggestion that Clark Gable and 
Bing Crosby be utilized by the 
Government to head touring the- 
atrical companies, playing theatres 
and army camps, proceeds to the 
Government or USO. Whiteman 
believes the pair could net $10,000 
a week or half-a-million a year. 
He would have Crosby make per- 
sonal appearances with a 100-piece 
band comprising members of the 
army, navy, marine, air corps and 
coast guards. He’d be willing to 
conduct the orchestra and would in- 
clude Dinah Shore in the personnel. 

‘The stars would perform gratis 
and the proceeds from a unit lke 
that probably would hit a million 
bucks in a year,’ says Whiteman. 
‘Is that better than having the stars 
gc in as privates? Doctors don’t 
throw away their tools and say to 
heck with their profession and then 
enlist as privates.’ 

Commenting on the suggestion, 

however, Cedric Adams, Star Jour- 
nal columnist, had another angle. 
_ Inside the Gables and the Cros- 
bys there must be that urge to get 
in there pitching,’ says Adams. 
‘Then, too, there’s always that pos- 
sibility of a Gable or Crosby appear- 
ing in front of the public urging 
enlistment only to have a heckler 
shout, ‘Why ain’t you in there, you 
big bum?’ Maybe that’s what sends 
them in as privates. It all makes 
for a very lively discussion and 
you'll probably find as many points 
o- view as there are people present. 
Try it on your group tonight.’ 


MAY SHORTWAVE U. S. 





SHOWS TO SERVICEMEN. 





Emergency Council of the Legiti- 
mate Theatre, N. Y., convened last 
week to listen to a plan whereby 
armed forces in remote points and 
in other lands could be entertained. 
Proposal cails for recording of legit 
performances, mostly musical com- 
edies, on discs which would be sent 
by shortwave radio to the men. 

Proposal comes from the Special 
Service Division of the Army in 
N. Y. Plan was outlined by Capt. 
Charles Vanda, formerly with CBS, 
in charge of the radio division of the 
council. 

An oddity in the general program 
is that the only straight play sug- 
gested is ‘My Sister Eileen.’ That 
show was ready to tour the camps 
last season when orders from USO- 
Camp Shows cancelled it at the last 
minute, “Technical difficulties’ was 


the alleged reason, but it was never | 


denied that the cancellation came 
about after certain members of the 
clergy reached Washington brass- 
hats, complaining that ‘Eileen’ was 
too sexy for soldiers. Bit later the 
comedy was played at the Biltmore, 
N. Y., at a Special jitney matinee for 
highschool kids. 

Before the disc recordings will be 
made, the plan must be acted upon 
by the managers and Dramatists 
Guild. Council includes showmen 
and all the craft unions of the thea- 
tre except musicians, who did not 
join for some unexplained reason. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Edward Alperson. 
Barbara Britton, 
Eddie Cantor. 
Ned Depinet. 
Roy Disney. 
Philip Dunne. 
Lindsey Durand. 
W. R. Ferguson 
Mose Gumble. 
Tom Harrington. 
Ben Kalmenson. 
Vick Knight. 
Chet LaRoche. 
Bill Lawrence. 
Carl Leserman. 
David Lichine. 
David Loew. 

E. K. O’Shea. 
David E. Rose. 
Arthur Schmidt. 
Hazel Scott. 

Si Seadler. 
Spyros Skouras. 
John Steinberg. 
Sidney Strotz. 
Lewis Allen Weiss. 











The phenomenal record of Abbott 
& Costello on their current war 
bond tour, during which the comics 
have already sold a tctal of $40. 
000,000 of the Government securi- 
ties, has created optimism that show 
business, in its ‘Remember Septem- 
ber’ drive, will easily achieve the 
$1,000,000,000 goal, if not exceeding 
it. While the results of A. & C.’s 
tour, which was arranged months 
ago, will not be included in the all- 
out show biz drive, their achieve- 
ment augurs well for the great con- 
tingent of Hollywood stars and star- 
lets who'll troupe the country from 
coast to coast next month. 

A. & C. wind up their tour Sun- 
day (30) at a monster rally in Pat- 
terson, N. J., Lou Costello’s home 
town. 


While the $40,000,000 total up to 
Sunday (16) was positive, the 
comedy team achieved immeasur- 
able results in their appearances at 
war plant centers, where they 
stressed more the regular 10% pay- 
roll deduction plan than outright 
bulk purchases. The Treasury De- 
partment, in fact, made it a point 
to route them through those war 
factories where the payroll deduc- 
tion plan had not been meeting with 
much success. 

Meanwhile, in N. Y., show busi- 
ness is mapping extensive plans for 
the September drive. The film biz 

(Continued on page 23) 


American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 








They were dancing. Said the sol- 
dier: 

‘Do your eyes bother you?’ 

‘No,’ said the 17-year-old. 

‘Well,’ said he, ‘they’re killing me.’ 

Jean Mann, a stalwart worker at 
the Theatre Wing Workroom and the 
canteen, reports this conversation 
between her niece and namesake, 
Jean Cheney, and an unidentified 
sergeant. 





When radio’s Happy Jim Par- 
sons and his wife entertained at 
the canteen this past week, their 
corporal-technician son, on fur- 
lough from Arkansas, dropped in 
te catch the act. Neither Ma nor 
Pa knew he was there. A mem- 
ber of the entertainment commit- 
tee spotted the corporal and 
brought him on stage for a bow 
at the finale. 

The home-folks touch wowed 
the boys. 





Mrs. Brock Pemberton tetis cf the 
three RAF boys she met at the can- 
teen. One had injured his toe. Mrs. 
P. insisted that he go to her doctor. 
Several days later the boys called 
on Mrs. P. at Theatre Wing head- 


quarters to say thank you. It was 
la sultry day. Mrs. P. asked them 
how they were going to amuse 


themselves over the weekend, and 
whether they’d like a swim. They 
would. So she called her good 
friend, Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett, and 
arranged for them to go to the Tib- 
betts’ place in Connecticut. 

Jane Tibbetts’ children were on 
hand when the RAF lads arrived 
and a tennis party ensued. Then 

(Continued on page 21) 


NEW TALENT SETUP 
ATN.Y. STAGE CANTEEN 


Entertainment committee setup 
for the American Theatre Wing’s 
Stage Door Canteen has been en- 
tirely revised, new plan being de- 
vised to eliminate as much detail as 
possible. Committee’s office in the 
Sardi building is out, entertainment 
branch being moved to the Wing’s 
headquarters, 730 Fifth avenue, with 
James E. Sauter in charge. He is 
also executive secretary for the 
United Theatrical War Activities ~ 
Committee, through which most 
other entertainment for soldiers and 
sailors clears. 

Several of those on the original 
committee are out, or not presently 
active. Sauter, who has two paid 

(Continued on page 23) 











N. Y. to L. A. 


Joe Glaser. 
Irving Mills. 
Bernard L. Schubert. 
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BOTH WAR AND MORALE 


vv 





Film conservation continues a Washington and Hollywood 


headache. 





If it were only a question whether the nitro-cellulose in film 
should be used strictly for entertainment or strictly for bullets 
against the Axis, there’d be no controversy. Hollywood would 
willingly lay down its tools for the duration. 





But that’s not the issue. 


So it’s erroneous to purvey the impression of film entertain- 
Films only become non-essential 1 
the basic stock is injudiciously used; if it’s wasted on trivial 


ment as a non-essential. 


themes. 





To the credit of Hollywood, the record of recent film quality, 
as manifested by the grip on the American public and as good- 
will-getters around what is: still left of our civilized world, best 


tells the story. 


Washington cannot overlook that—and probably doesn't. 
Nor can Hollywood for one moment relax. Its war effort will 
be judged solely by the quality rather than the quantity of 


its product. 


It’s a matter of judicious applica- 
tion of film and/or bullets. The issues of morale for the nation, 
while at war, have been debated and settled long ago. 





Gov't Order Freezing Raw Film Stock 
For Duration Expected in 48 Hrs.; 20%, 
Cut But No Quotas; Users to Register 


+). 





Washington, Aug. 18. 
All raw film stocks are being 
frozen for the duration of the war 
under a Government order which 
has been drafted and looks likely 


to become effective within the next 
48 hours. Described as a ‘directive,’ 
effect of the decree would be to 
formalize the plan submitted by the 
film industry for cutting the use of 
raw stock by approximately 20%. It 
will also require some sort of reg- 
istration with the WPB by every 
user of film so that anyone needing 
stock will have to obtain a general 
clearance from the WPB in order to 
buy, 

Under the terms of the order it is 
understood that film will be frozen 
on the ratio of 1941 usage and that 
there is to be no cut in the use, by 
picture companies, of negative film 
which has already been curtailed 
around 25% on the Coast. 

Supplies of film for amateur pho- 
tography users may be cut alto- 
gether, affecting some 40,000 dealers, 
though use of film for X-ray pur- 
poses will be allowed. No film will 
be available for advertising or com- 
mercial use. 

Under the new order, permits to 
buy or use raw film stock can be 
held back if the user is considered 
in the unessential category. 
film companies, who would also reg- 
ister, could expect deliveries. No 


vt 





Major 


dividual quota basis for the various | 


picture companies has been set. 


Hopper’s Coast Powwow 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Harold Hopper, head of the mo- 
tion picture division of the War Pro- 
duction Board, met here today with 
the film producers group to advise 
them of what to expect in ihe way 
of Government regulation regarding 
the use of raw film stock. Hopper is 
Teportedly satisfied with cut of ap- 
proximately 25% below the 1941 fig- 
ures in the use of negaiive film at 
the Studios, and it is therefore un- 
likely that the freezing order ex- 
pected from Washington will affect 
use of negative film any further. 
Overall cut of 20% below 1941 fig- 
ures is expected. 

It is reported that the WPB would 
have cut the use of negative stock 
also, by around 20%, if the UMPI 
Selling plan, nixed by Thurman Ar- 
nold, had gone through. 

Metro, meantime, is still battling 
the establishment of a lower print 
ceiling. Company, using from 360 to 
380 prints for A product, 
Would cut 24° on ‘overall 


said it} 
stock Army and to Russia. 


, 
| 
i 
I 





| graphs, which also was stiffened by 
IN- | the 1941 Revenue Act, rose $12,209,- | 


Hyman OK Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Bernie Hyman is recovering after 
a nervous collapse at Metro, where 
he is a production exec. 
Medicos ordered a couple of weeks’ 
rest, finding no alarming symptoms. 


$115,032,268 IN 
ADMISH TAXES, 
RECORD HIGH 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Final returns on Federal tax col- 
lections in the fiscal year which 
ended June 30 show the yield from 
the admissions levy, due to wiping | 
out exemptions on last Oct. 1,} 
mounted $44,069,174 and the bite on| 
ticket buyers brought in a record | 
$115,032,268. 

The complete Treasury Dept. re- | 
1941-42 intake also showed | 


radio sets and phono- | 











| 


i 








port on 
the tax on 


| 
articles | 


| 

226.15. Buyers of these 
kicked in $19,144,408 toward meeting | 
increased costs of war. 
The two new levies on records and | 
musical instruments produced a} 


total slightly 


Buyers of platters handed the Gov-| ;, 


ernment $968,390 and the 
instrument sales brought $2,325,320. 


levy on) 
| 





Hathaway Draws Sarge 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Directorial assignment on ‘The 

Immortal Sergeant’ at 20th-Fox goes 


to Henry Hathaway, with Henry 
Fonda in the lead role. 
John Brophy novel is _ being 


screenplayed by Lamarr Trotti. 





usage but retained the privilege to 
decide for itself in what way it 
would reduce consumption, Other 
companies want a Ceiling of 300 
prints for A product established for 
all distributors. 2 
Necessity for drastic conservation 
of raw stock is reportedly due to the 
terrific amount of film going to aad 





| acting 


in excess of $3,250,000.) 


| tradeshow 





TUP F MS CHOI [| Arnold's Cautiously Worded Edict 


GET UPPED oGALt 


—_——_—— 


Industry Can’t See Why This 
Shouldn’t Work Out for 
All Quality Product—Es- 
pecially As Productions 
May Become Fewer in 
Number 


—_—— 


PROS AND CONS 





Adoption of a variable scale of 
prices, in ‘place of the currently 
standard admission tariffs, as a pic- 
ture house operating policy, with 
prices changing frequently in rela- 
tion to the b.o. standing of individual 
films, is engaging attention within 
the industry. Certain distribution 
and theatre operating executives see 
this as a means of coping with higher 
rentals, as well as the film conserva- 
tion problem, which is regarded as 
likely to get worse before it gets 
better. 

Important exhibs in various parts 
of the country, according to reports 
from sales execs in the field, concede 
that frequent changes in admission 
prices with a radical upward re- 
vision in scales for expensive prod- 
ucts, may become necessary as an Op- 
erating policy due to curtailed pro- 
duction at the studies. 

With most of the major studios 
likely to limit production next year, 
and increased overhead charged up 
against- fewer pictures, still higher 
percentage terms and more pre- 
ferred playdate allocations for A 
product is regarded as virtually in- 
evitable. 

In addition to reduced production, 
producer - distributors are also 
obliged to make up for the elimina- 
tion of most foreign markets, and 
the frozen rentals in others by ex- 
maximum returns from the 
domestic market. 

Only avenue whereby exhibs can 
meet higher prices, which are being 
pushed still higher by the increasing 
disparity between supply and de- 
mand, is ostensibly via flexible ad- 


mission scales and extended runs. 
Question of  feasibvility - 62-- seale- 


changing has reportedly come up in 
every review of impending product 
curtailment by some of the major 
company heads. 

Some distributors, however, are 
not yet quite agreed as to advis- 
ability of boosting prices radically 
and extending runs unduly for big 
money pictures. Though this policy 
in the long run brings greater rev- 
enues, an immediate distribution, 

(Continued on page 46) 


Leaves Several Avenues Open 
To Consent Cos. on ’4?-43 Sales 





One Way to Solve It 





One film executive announced 
he is going to enlist in order to 
avoid having to attend endless 
and prolonged conferences and 
meetings. 

The increasingly tedious con- 
fabs that take picture people 
away from their regular tasks 
are no longer a gag. 


MYERS’ BLAST 
AT ARNOLD ON 
‘DOUBLE-TALK’ 








Washington, Aug. 18. 
Possibility that the five consent 
decree signers may yet put the 
UMPI plan into effect was suggested 


today (Tuesday) by Abram F. 
Myers, chairman of the Board of 
Allied States Association, which 


backed the _ rejected 
modify the compromise. 

‘From the nature of his objec- 
tions, Assistant Attorney General 
Thurman Arnold seemingly has left 
the door open for each of the ma- 
jors to sell in 13-picture packages, 
or less, if this is done individually 
and if the tradeshowing practice is 
continued,’> Myers commented. 

Remarking that Metro previously 
said it would use the UMPI formula, 
the Allied spokesman said, “There is 
no reason why other distributors 
cannot announce groups of trade- 
shown pictures up to a maximum of 
13, with cancellations not less than 
those agreed to in UMPI, without 
risking. prosecution by the depart- 
ment,’ if they don’t put their heads 
together. 

‘Arnold’s comment the decree did 


proposal to 





inot contemplate ‘non-competitive’ 
jsupervision by indasztry councHs «or 
the Government drew Myers’ laugh- 


ter. The five-picture arrangement 
resulted from ‘concerted action’ un- 
der Government auspices,’ he jibed. 
i‘It also brought ‘greater uniformity 
ithan had ever existed before. The 
trust buster’s statement this week is 
an implied denunciation of Justice 
Department action,’ he added. 
gally, Arnold 
limit for the distribs, in 
(Continued on page 23) 


‘Le- 





Myers 





All 5 Consent Majors Selting 42-43 | 
Films as Par, RKO, Metro Set Groups iv’. =" cee 


While hoping for action by Thur- 
Arnold's office but till then 
lacking any direct word on the 


United Motion Picture industry plan, 
three more of the five majors, tied 
in on the plan, decided to go ahead 
with 1942-43 selling last week. 
Nearness of September and neces- 
sity of getting new season product 
moving prompted Paramount, Metro 
and RKO to announce first batch 
of pictures, with selling started or 
about to get under way. RKO was 
the final one to set trade screenings, 
with ‘Here We Go Again,’ and an- 
nounce national release dates run- 
ning into October. 

Now that Arnold has nixed the 
UMPI plan, indications yesterday 
(Tuesday), less than 12 hours after 
the trust-buster’s ruling, were that 
Warners, RKO, Par, Metro and 20th- 
Fox would sell in blocks of five and 
them since this is in line 
with Arnold’s new opinion. How- 

(Coritinued on page 23) 
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GOLDWYN IN WRITING 


‘Vox Pop’ Protects Self On Tie-Up 
With Bob Hope Film 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency 
with the 


tak- 
ing no Aug. 31 
broadcast of the ‘Vox Pop’ program, 
which have Parks 
fresh from three-week vacation, and 
Warren Hull quizzing the stars, 
director and producer of the new 
Bob Hope pic, ‘They Got Me Cov- 
ered.’ Nate Tufts has a written com- 
mittment to insure the appearance of 
Sam Goldwyn, Bob Hope, Dorothy 
Lamour, Lenore Aubert and David 
Butler. 

Program has, in the past, received 
the short end in picture tieups—not- 
ably the time the program went into 
New Orieans to air the preem of 
| ‘Birth of the Blues’ with the picture’s 
| stars promised but not appearing for 


‘ 


chances 


will Johnson, 





the broadca 


a 


makes the sky the} 


| 





By ROY CHAKTIER 


While Thurman Arnold, assistant 
attorney general, has declined to 
give the United Motion Picture In- 
dustry plan the blessings of the De- 
partment of Justice, his cautiously- 
worded statement issued Monday 
(17), in opinion, leaves several ave- 
nues open to distributors in the sale 
of the 1942-43 product. 


However, study of the Arnold 
manifesto would suggest that certain 
restrictions, strongly inferred by it, 
must be borne in mind in the formu- 
lation of sales policy. Obviously, 
Arnold is opposed to so-called blind- 
selling, while also clearly noted that 
any uniform method of merchandis- 
ing film would be frowned upon. In 
this connection, while the decree 
called for a standard means of sell- 
ing—or rather permitted it—the 
Judge Thacher decree of nearly 15 
years ago is recalled to mind, which 
invalidates the old uniform exhibi- 
tion contract and the Film Board of 
Trade method of arbitrating dis- 
putes, 

Bearing in mind the Thacher de- 
cree, the U. S. anti-trust suit brought 
by Arnold and the armistice result- 
ing from that with the so-called Big 
Five, believed that reluctare of the 


D. of J. to officially r-.-ommend 
UMPI selling is actuated h~ ine fear 


that at some subsequent c..'e the de- 
partment might find itse)F .n an em- 
barrassing position in the < vent evils 


developed under the pile Strong 
public and other pressure was 
brought against Arnold, ¢.. force the 


distribs into some oth<r means of 
selling or back to the decree. 
Check With Each <*ther © 

Thus, while the decree companies 
—Metro, Paramount, W:rners, 20th 
and RKO-~—are expectea to check 
each other as to what they are going 
to do, in order to avoid uniformity, 
| policies to be determined no doubt 
| will vary sufficiently ts avoid con- 
flict with the DJ. 

Presumption of the Arnold opinion 
is that distribs may operate under 
the UMPI plan to the extent of sell- 
ing blocks of 13, with cancellation 


KORDA HAS 4 PICTURES 
IN VIEW ALTOGETHER 


| Sir Alexander Korda has two 
}more productions under considera- 
| 
| 





tion for production this year in ad- 
dition to a new version of Tolstoy’s 
| ‘War and Peace’ and ‘The Thirteen,’ 
|remake of a five-year-old Russian 
| flicker for which he made a deal 
with Artkino. 

Understood that Korda will likely 
| resume productio: Holly- 
back to Eng- 


activity in 

everal times 
about 
been 
making pictures 


producing in England and ha 
advised to continue 


jin the VU. S 


| Franklyn Warner’s 
| 18 Fine Arts Pictures 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Franklyn Warner is returning to 
the production field with 18 features 
siated to be made and released by 
Fine Arts Productions at the old 
studio on Santa Monica blvd. 
| Warner is due in New York this 
| week for conferences with J. D. Mc- 
|Guire, president of the Federation 
Bank & Trust Co., who will func- 
tion as president of Fine Arts. 
New company, incorporated at 
$1,000,000, will produce on the lot 
once known as Educational Studios 
and operated at one time by Grand 
| National. Pictures will be released 
| by Fine Arts Exchanges Corp., or- 
h a capital of $100,000. 
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Film Firms Would Guarantee Profit 
To Book Publishers for Rights to Pix 


Film firms are working on various 
plans to heip solve the story saort- 
age. Most of the majors will keep 
close tab on Broadway's new plays, 
but that source will not be sufficient. 
New idea is te make deals with 
authors and book publishers where- 
by the latter are guaranteed a profi; 
2C(th is in the van for such a plan, 
reported having made several con- 
tracts for biographies. 

th agrees to purchase 3,000 
ecptes of all such books agreed upon, 
that being a profitable margin, it be- 
ing understood that publishing 
houses must sell 2,000 copies to break 
even. Advance payment to the 
writers is split between the picture 
company and publisher, and there 
is an agreed figure for the film 
rights to the writers. Expected that 
a sliding scale of film rights money 
ts the authors will be worked out, 
based on the number of books over 
the 3,000 level that are sold. 

One of the writer-publisher deals 
br 20th is with Random House, 
which is to publish a work on Vic- 
tor Hugo being »«titten by Matthew 
Josephson. Sin:.iar arrangement is 
said to have beén made with Dou- 
bieday Doran for another tome. 





26th’s Buy 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
20th-Fox is going in heavily for 
book names and Technicolor. New 
production schedule calls for 13 plays 
based on well known literary works, 
an increase of five over last year. 

Nine films, an increase of three 
over the previous season, will be 
shot in color. The tinters are aimed 
to make up for the former lavishness 
wiped out by war restrictions on set 
material. 

20th-Fox cut loose with four major 
productions this week and announced 
starting dates for seven more before 
the end of September. Four leaving 
the post this week are ‘The Seventh 
Column,’ ‘Quiet, Please, Murder,’ 
‘Over My Dead Body’ and ‘The Cisco 
Kid Rides Again.’ 

Other August starters are ‘Brasher 
Dubloon, ‘Lady at Large,’ ‘Project 
47 and ‘Women With Wings. Slated 
to hop off in September are ‘The 
Immortal Sergeant,’ ‘Coney Island,’ 
and ‘Hello, Frisco, Hello,’ 


Pitt Mgr. ‘Penalizes’ 
Post-Gazette on Ads 
For Pan Film Review 


_ Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 
John J. Walsh, manager of Shea’s 
Fulton here, ‘penalized’ Post-Ga- 
zette last week for Harold V. Cohen’s 








i nfaverable review of ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ by cancelling all extra 
advertising for that paper on pic- 
ture’s holdover. Allotted increased 


budget by distributor to nandle lo- 
cally, Walsh spent the dough in two 
afternoon sheets, Press and Sun- 
Tele, placing big spreads there to 
announce h.o. and eutting off Post- 
Gazeiie with single inch. 

While none of the three notices 
for ‘Squadron’ could have been 
termed favorable, Walsh held that 
P-G pan was too severe and that 
Press and Sun-Tele criticism were 
‘less' unfavorable. First time in 
years around here that a local thea- 
tre has hit back at a newspaper 


fur a bad review, although it’s been | 


threatened many times. 
What burned Walsh particularly 
Was a sentence in Cohen’s notice re- 


ferring to Quentin Reynolds’ solemn- 
ly-spoken foreword as ‘sounding just 
like a phonograph record running 
down.’ 


THE BUCK TO BENEDICT 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Howard Benedict was assigned as 
associate producer on ‘Passing the 
Buck,’ second of the Ritz Brothers 
comedies at Universal. 
Filming starts Aug. 24, with the 
tudio still rounding up rest of the 
cast. 





Extras Rolling In Coin, Too 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

July was a prosperous month for 
film extras, who collected $388,000 in 
wages, an increase of $100,000 over 
June and a similar jump over July 
last year. 

Figures released by Central Cast- 
fing Corp. show a total of 32,000 job 
placements during the month. Aver- 
age daily number of workers was 
1,335 and average daily pay was 
$11.84. 


’ 





Studie Contracts 


Hollywood, Aug. .18. 

Robert Emmett Dolan renewed as 
composer at Paramount. 

Bruce Langley’s player option lift- 
ed by Republic. 

Arthur Phillips’ writer ticket re- 
newed bF: Paramount. 

Lewis .acobs inked w:iier pact at 
Metro, 

Leo Robin and Ralph 
signed 20th-Fox contract. 

Lynne Baggett drew player ticket 
at Warners. 

Irwin Braun handed scripting con- 
tract at Metro. 

Fred Avery renewed by Metro as 
cartoon director. 

Clyde De Vinna contracted as 
cameraman at 20th-Fox. 

John Hubbard inked two-picture 
contract with Republic. 

Freddie Slack’s orchestra signed 
for cne picture, with options, by 
Colum): : 

Michaci Duane, stage and radio 
player, drew a ticket at Columbia. 

Thomas Mitchell drew exclusive 
acting contract at 20th-Fox. 

Wally Cassell, legit player, con- 
tracted by Metro. 

Kay Williams, Powers 
signed by Metro. 

Talbot Jennings inked writing con- 
tract with Paramount. 

Johnny Johnston’s player 
renewed by Paramount. 


Browne-Bioff Echo 
In $3,750,000 Suit By 
Ops Vs. Loew, RKO 


A damage suit of $3,750,000 against 
Loew’s, Inc., Marcus Loew Booking 
Agency and RKO Service Corp. was 
filed yesterday (18) in N. Y. supreme 
court by the Motion Picture Machine 
Operators Union, Local 306 and 400 
members employed in RKO and 
Loew’s Theatres in N. Y. Action is 
based on the alleged fraud perpe- 
trated by representatives of the de- 


fendants in their negotiations with 
George E. Browne during his reign 
as LATSE president, which ‘illegally, 
unlawfully and wrongfully’ in- 
fluenced his discretion and judgment 








Rainger 


model, 


ticket 





jauthorization to Locai 
cising its right to strike. 

The Union cites testimony given by 
Nicholas M. Schenck during the ex- 
ortion trial of Willie Bioff and 
George E. Browne (pps. 246-249) 
}which discloses payments made to 
| Browne in the amount of $150,000. 
| Testimony revéals that $160,000 and 
$50,000 made its way to Browne 
through Charles C. Moscowitz of 
Loew’s and Major Leslie E. Thomp- 
son of RKO, respectively. The com- 
plaint charges the payments were 
made by the defendants under an 
agreement and an 
with Browne that he would deprive 
| Local 306 of its legal right to strike 
| against proposed reduction in wages. 
The Union, making no claim 








| against the legality of the contract, | 


| seeks $3,000,000 for past damages due 
[to imposed reduced wages and 
| $750,000 for the contracts continua- 
| tion from 1941 to 1945. 


DRAW UP SLATE FOR 
NEW SAG OFFICERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Screen Actors Guild appointed 
Paul Harvey chairman of a com- 
mittee to nominate candidates for the 
annual election of officers in Sep- 
tember. To be elected are president, 
first, second and third vice-prexies, 
recording secretary, treasurer and 
11 members of the board of directors. 

On the nominating committee are 
Ralph Byrd, Charles Boyer, Joan 
Bennett, Carole Landis, Pat O’Brien, 
Lynne Overman, Ralph Bellamy, 
Hattie MeDaniel, Marjorie Main, 
thel Waters and Margaret Hamil- 
jton. Understood Edward Arnold is 
so busy with war activities that he 
will not be a candidate for reelec- 
tion as president, 








| 
so that he would withhold necessary | 
306 in exer- | 


understanding | 


“It’s Moider for Glazer 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Edward G. Robinson, Geraldine 
Titzgerald and Sydney Greenstreet 
draw top spots in ‘The Pentacle,’ 
murder tale slated as the third pro- 
ducer assignment for Benjamin 
Clazer at Warners. 

Filming is slated for late fall, fol- 
lowing ‘Deep Valley’ and ‘Broken 
Journey’ on the Glazer production 
slate. 


PIX BUSINESS’ 
CENSUS IN 
10 DAYS 


Actual start of collecting statistics 
in the industry’s census likely will 
get under way within the next 10 
days, with questionnaires going out 
to exhibitors. The special committee 
named by the eastern Public Rela- 
tions Committee, comprising Hal 
Horne, Maurice Bergman and Robert 
Gillham, has dec:ied to employ an 
expert statistician to conduct details 
of the survey. 


This committee, which will super- 
vise the film business census, is 
starting to check theatre details be- 
cause figuring these are lacking in 
many sections of the country. Much 
other material will be obtained from 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
(Nathan D. Golden’s division), either 
data on hand or shich can be ob- 
tained from department sources. 
The market research idea, which 
was under consideration by the PRC 
for a couple of months, has been 
tabled for the time being for the 
census idea. That is one explanation 
:ven, although the cost and differ- 
ence of opinion among different 
companies as to what should be 
sought in such market analysis also 
is reported to have contributed to 
the temporary shelving. 

In the meantime, different major 
companies may employ individually 
such market analysis workers to 
ferret out dubious angles in the 
trade that may arise. 
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DICKERING DEALS 


et with Fox-West Coast—20th- 
Fox with Chains 


Ned Depinet returned to New 
York last week following huddles on 
the Coast with Charles Skouras on 
an RKO product deal for Fox West 
Coast theatres. Understood that ne- 
gotiations are to be resumed in the 
east, with Skouras scheduled to ar- 
rive here around the weekend when 
a deal will likely be closed. First 


five of RKO’s new product lineup 
are ready for selling. 





Der 





ing sold separately by RKO, with 
producer asking 50%and single bill- 
ing terms for ‘Pride of the Yankees.’ 
‘Yankees’ is being singled in the 
New York territory, some 15 situa- 
tions last week being reported using 
the picture on this basis. 

Twentieth Century-Fox eastern 
sales manager A. W. Smith, Jr., is 
spending two days in the Albany 
territory also closing the 1942-43 
specials trade shown so far with the 
Schine Circuit in Gloversville. His 
assistant, Clarence Hill, accompanied 
him on this trip. 

WB’s $1 Test on ‘Dandy’ 

While early indications point to 
satisfactory results, Warner Bros. 
probably will not have full reaction 
until the end of this week on ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ playing at $1 top 
scale. Warners has spotted the 
George M. Cohan feature in a num- 
ber of its own theatres to see if the 
$1 admish is justified. Understood 
that the company will cempare the 
business on ‘Dandy’ in these test 
spots with that done by ‘Sergeant 
York’ in identical cities. 

The Cohan musical opus has a 
powerful week in prospect at Cleve- 
land, according to reports from ‘Va- 
riety’ correspondents, but some pa- 
trons complained at the $1 scale. Pic- 
ture is only fairly good in its second 
week in Providence, Cohan’s home 
town, with the comment that it 
likely would have done as well at 
lower scale and that not many out- 
standing pictures do around $20,000 
in the city. Terrific results are in- 





dicated at Louisville. 


Samuel Goldwyn pictures are be- | 


Every Studio to Try Out Own Pet 
Idea in Shooting Pix Under Dimmers 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Some mild trepidation on the part 
of the exhibitors but, by contrast, an 
optimistic policy of production-as- 
usual at the studios is being mani- 
fested here as the industry makes 
ready for Hollywood's Night of the 
Big Blank, come Thursday, when the 
official dimout of the area sets in 
for a distance of 150 miles inland, 
from the Canaan frontier to the 
Mexican border. The exhibs are a 
little agitated because they don’t 
know what's going to happen to busi- 
necc. ; 

Long enough, anyhow, until a 
town, which normally gets about at 
an automotive gallop, starts seeing 
what it can do about feeling its way 
through opaque streets. 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


Coast theatres got the first 
taste of a regulation dimout over 
the weekend, but business was 
little affected. A check on re- 
ceipts in 145 theatres in the Foxr- 
West Coast circuit failed to show 
any appreciable boxoffice weak- 
ness due to dimmers. 

The entire Coast goes under 
dimout orders Thursday (20). 





The producers, on the other hand, 
seem to feel they’ve already got their 
sole dimout problem licked, that of 
shooting night sequences under the 
rigid restrictions imposed upon light- 
ing effects. 

One of the lots, 20th-Fox, is think- 
ing of going inland beyond the af- 
fected area and buying property for 
a permanent location where night- 
time scenes can be shot in the nor- 
mal way. However, that studio 
stands alone in the production field 
in feeling that perhaps the only way 
to beat the thing is to leave town. 
This lot seems definitely opposed to 
daytime shooting, with filters over 
the lens to produce nocturnai effects. 

Of the others, Paramount, War- 
ners and Universal péan to do night 
exteriors on their sound stages; RKO 
has worked out a canopy effect for 
their sun arcs; Columbia and Re- 
public are shooting with filters in 
the daytime; and Metro says itll 
cross this mental Rubicon when the 
time comes. 

Meanwhile, explicit, detailed in- 
structions—setting forth just what 
constitutes an official dimout—has 
gone out to 225 theatres in Los An- 
geles county, with Fox-West Coast 
circuit relaying the communique to 
all its houses in the affected area. 
Theatre managers have been in- 
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formed that the 
be obeyed to the letter; that, further, 
they have been established by mili- 
tary law and do not in any way 
constitute an unofficial request. 
No Upward Glow 

Permanently extinguished will be 
all electric or neon lights that cast 
their glow upward. This includes 
exterior flood and, decorative light- 


ing, roof signs, vertical signs and the |} 


fronts and tops of marquees. 

Soffit lights, on the under side of 
marquees and in lobby archways, 
will be dimmed but not extinguished. 
A committee of 45 city and county 
lighting engineers is cooperating 
with playhouse managers on tech- 
nical details of soffit illumination, 
candle power and reflection. The 
idea is that soffit lighting must not 
reflect more thans one-foot candle 
power at any point on the theatre 
sidewalk. 

The severity of the restrictions im- 
plies great difficulty or outward dis- 
ability in the matter of night shoot- 
ing on the studio lots. But Warners 
and Paramount do not think so. At 
Paramount it is said that the new 
development will bring no problem 
at all, inasmuch as they have been 
doing many of their night exteriors 
inside all along. 

Warners plans to use Stage 21, the 
biggest sound stage in Hollywood, 
big enough to hold an indoor ocean 
a few years ago in “The Sea Wolf.’ 
Stage 7, in which the Swiss Alps 
were simulated for ‘The Constant 
Nymph,’ also is available. RKO, 
currently experimenting with dimout 
conditions in production of ‘Seven 
Miles from Alcatraz,’ fully believes 
it has solved everything with its 
night shets of the tank at Culver 
City. It is using an over-all black 


canopy, 200x200, and cldims it is get- 
ting the effects it wants in pictures, 
while the Government 
what it wants 
lack of same). 

20th remains steadfast in its opin- 


is getting 


in illumination (or 


regulations are to | 


ion that, with this being a nation of 
camera hounds, it’s impossible to get 
satisfying and convincing night-time 
effects by daylight shooting through 
filters. But Columbia, experiment- 
ing with ‘The Desperadoes’ in color, 
says it has gotten what it wanted 
via filters by bringing up background 
house and street lights, and by 
heightening makeup on the prin- 
cipals, 

Repubiie says successfui filteri:, 
depends on the cameraman, and 
that’s Columbia’s story, too. But Uni- 
versal so radically disagrees with 
both that it is putting an entire cir- 
cus on a sound stage for night se- 
quences in ‘Flesh and Fantasy,’ and 
is getitng in all its light shots now 
on ‘Sin Town’ and ‘Shadow of a 
Dov 5t.’ 

In other words, disagreement is 
general except on one point: All are 
eminently satisfied with what they’re 
doing. 








Frisco Jumps the Gun 
San Francisco, Aug. 18. 

San Francisco theatres jumped the 
gun on the Army’s dimout decree, 
which is not mandatory until Thurs- 
day (20), by dousing their exterior 
lights last Saturday (15). On orders 
from Edward D. Keil, coordinator 
of theatre <'vilian defense activities, 
all houses iswed to the Army regu- 
lations ahea-i of the deadline. 

All verticals and marquee signs 
went off, with no more light per- 
mitted than that given off by a 
candle in a square foot. 





Reopening of Mastbaum 
And/or Erlanger, ?hilly, 
Augurs Legal Headaches 





Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

Scheduled reopening of Stanley- 
Warner’s $5,000,000 Mastbaum, after 
more than six years in the moth- 
balls, is focusing the attention of 
Philly’s film industry on an anti- 
monopoly suit long. threatened 
against WB by William Goldman, 
indie exhib, who has a lease on the 
huge Erlanger. 

The Erlanger, a former legiter, is 
located one block from the Mast- 
baum on the western end of Market 
street. Goldman apparently ran into 
| difficulty when he sought to obtain 
}product for the house, and although 
| he has had a lease on the house for 
about a year, it has not opened. 
| Although neither Goldman, nor his 





attorney, William A. Gray, would 
make any comment, it is known the 
[suit has been ip preparation for the 


| past six months. A brief has already 


; been drawn up, but has not yet been 
filed. 

One of the main points involved 
in the action, it is believed, is the 
| question whether there is enough 
| product available to supply another 
| first-run house in central-city Philly. 
|Goldman maintains that there is 
enough product to go around; Warn- 
ers points to the difficulty it has to 
obtain enough features for its exist- 
ing first-runners. 

The opening of the Mastbaum will 





serve to bring this question to a 
head. 
Both the Mastbaum and_ the 


Erlanger have been refurbished. The 
| Mastbaum, known as Warners’ white 
elephant, is skedded to open either 
late this month or early in ‘“ep- 
tember. 

Although Goldman keeps mun, it 
is believed that he will reopen 
house about the same time. 


his 








Michele in Feldman’s 
‘Letters’ Package at U 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Charles K. Feldman signed Michele 
Morgan to star in ‘Letters From Lu- 
cerne,’ a war yarn, as part of a 
Package deal. 
Understood picture will be made 
at and released by Universal. 


Face It’ for Lanfield 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Paramount assigned Sidney Lan- 
field to direct its film version of the 
Broadway musical, ‘Let’s Face It,’ 














as a starrer for Bob Hope. 
Filming starts in the fall when 
Hope completes his current Goldwyn 


‘picture, ‘They Got Me Covered.’ 
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Fear of Blind-Selling Highlights 
Thurman Arnold's Nix on UMPI Plan 








Washington, Aug. 18. 


Desire of the five majors bound 
by the 1940 Consent Decree to 
ahoadon tradeshows provoked As- 
sistant Attorney General Thurman 
Arnold to a sour rejection of the 
United Motion Picture Industry 
pian Monday (17), and drew a stern 
admonition against further attempts 
+; work out a ‘uniform’ distribution 
scheme. The Justice Department 
official also’ warned the signatories 
to the ‘settlement’ pact that he still 
is wondering whether the only soiu- 
tion to charges they restrain com- 
petition and injure independent the- 
atre-owners is not ‘divorcement and 
dissolution.’ 

In a blunt 800-word statement, re- 
leased without advance warning, the 
head trust-buster declared the Jus- 
tice Department ‘cannot consent to’ 
any scheme that would mark a re- 
turn to blind-selling or put the 
stamp of Government approval on 
a standard licensing system. 

More and more competition must 
be shown by Paramount, Warners, 
20th Century-Fox, RKO and Metro 
before the Federal Government will 
agree that the integrated companies 
are not suppressing competition be- 
tween independent exhibitors and 
affiliated houses. That was the chief 
point in Arnold’s statement, which 
wound up with a flat declaration 
the decree, while bringing some im- 
provement, has not been accom- 
panied by all the reforms the trust- 
busters think essential. 

Furthermore, Arnold warned, the 
Federal Government does not pro- 
pose to let any ‘industry council’ 
lay down rules for conduct of the 
motion picture business. 

Screenings for Customers 

The escape clause frees the de- 
fendants from the _ five-picture, 
tradeshow method of licensing, 
Arnold acknowledged, but there still 
is no reason why the major dis- 
tributors should not continue pri- 
vate screenings for their prospec- 
tive customers. Argument of indie 
exhibs that modificalion is the only 
way they can get more liberal can- 
cellation privileges and other pro- 
tection against revival of old abuses 
carried no weight with the head 
trust-buster. - Nothing in the decree, 
he commented tartly, prohibits the 
defendants from widening the re- 
jection clauses and if they want to 
provide real competition, the decree 
signatories ought to be glad to vie 
with one another in providing the 
maximum latitude to turn down un- 
wanted features. 

Pix Biz Still on Prebation 


The most significant point in the} 


statement was the stern reminder 
that the majors still are on proba- 
tion in the D.J.’s eyes. Until No- 
vember, 1943, the Federal auinori- 
ties will-not make any final decision 
whether—in their estimation—the 
public interest and the underlying 
theory of the Sherman Act neces- 
sitate severing the relations between 
producer distributor companies in 
the exhibition wing of the trade. 
No penalties will be sought be- 
cause the five defendants huddled to 


draft the UMPI scheme. Any fur- 
ther putting of heads together, 
though, will be another matter. 


Arnold emphasized that ‘any agree- 
ment or concerted action’ to bring 
about a distribution plan followed by 
all of the quintet will be closely 
watched and will be taken into con- 
sideration when the’ pact terminates 
next year. The decree is simply an 
‘experiment,’ the D. J. executive in- 
Sisted, with the Federal Government 
reserving all rights to renew the in- 
Junction campaign at its expiration. 

The trust-buster gave four specific 
reasons for nixing the UMPI 
formula and throughout his state- 
ment referred to the fact that a sub- 
Stantial part of the 1942-43 product 
already has been completed. In 
view of this latte: situation, there 
is further general objection to the 
proposed modification, he said. His 
chief objections were: 

1. Tradeshowing is ‘desirable’ and 
has lifted the quality of screen en- 
tertainment. 

2. With approximately 100 of next 
Season’s films ready for marketing, 
there can be no reason for abandon- 
ing tradeshows, and producers with 
faith in the merit’ of their pictures 
should be glad to show the line to 
prospective buyers. 

3. For the Government to sanction 
a return to blind selling would be a 
Contradiction of the original Justice 
Department contention. 

4. The cancellation concessions— 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Dragons Fly for Rep 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Republic is taking advantage of 
new conditions in the Far East to 
schedule ‘The Sky Dragons,’ a sequel 
to ‘Flying Tigers,’ dealing with the 
American Volunteer Group of air 
warriors following their switch from 
the Chinese to the American Army. 

Sequel is being produced by 
Edmund Grainger, who is trying to 
sign some of the returning Tigers for 
a brief interval to reenact some of 
their actual experiences. 


Plenty of Scrap 
Being Collected 
In US. Theatres 


Omaha, Aug. 18. 

The story of the tremendous role 
played by Nebraska theatres and 
film men in the recently successful 
drive for scrap metal] is now being 
teld. More than 250 houses com- 
pletely turned their resources over 
to the drive which netted many tons, 
ali tossed into the common state 
pile which reached a grand total of 
67,000 tons and is still rolling along. 

Joe Kinsky, district manager of 
Tristates, and Joe Jacobs of Colum- 
bia Pictures here, did a great deal. 
Mrs. George Grimes lent valuable 
aid in speaking to the exhibitors and 
distributors about the plan for scrap 
ecllection and in getting them or- 
ganized. The theatres reacted splen- 
didly, turning their houses over to 
Special talks, scrap matinees, etc., 
in a 10-point program all aimed to 
get as much metal in as possible. 
Much of the success of the drive in 
65 of the state’s 92 counties was due 
to the attitude and work of show 
business. 











3 Libs. to Crash Gate 
Easton, Pa., Aug. 18. 
Ten theatres in Allentown and six 
in Easton cooperated in the scrap- 
iron drive by staging special mati- 
nees, when three pounds of scrap 
iron was required for admission, 
Fred Osterstock, manager of the 
Wilmer & Vincent interests. in 
Easton, was in charge of the Easton 
drive, and Charles Bierbauer, man- 
ager of the Colonial in Allentown, of 
the Allentown drive. 
300 Tons in Philly 
Philadeiphia, Att. 18. 
More than 300 tons of scrap were 


j} turned in by 138 Philly theatres, 


affiliated and independents. The 
campaign tested here by the War 
Production Board was pronounced 
a success and will probably be 
spread to other sections of the 
| country, officials said. All persons 


| bringing three pounds of scrap to 


the theatre were allowed in gratis. 
Most of the metal was brought by 
children. ————- 
Luring the Kids 
Youngstown, O., Aug. 18. 

Two downtown houses, the State 
and Park theatres, are aiding in the 
salvage drive by 
cial 9 Thursday 
(20). 


@m. performances 


Govt. Film Making Sept. 1 

Phil Martin, Jr., for several years 
a producer and technical chief of 
Government films, has handed in his 
resignation as of Sept. 1. He is cur- 
rently studio superintendent for the 
films division of the Office of War 
Information in New York. He was 
absorbed into the OWI recently when 
that agency was formed to take over 
all Government informational activi- 
ties. He had previously been techni- 
cal head of the Office for Emergency 
Management Film Unit in New York 
and its various predecessor agencies. 

Martin’s future plans are uncertain 
at the moment. He has been pre- 
ceded out of the OWI unit by virtu- 
ally all of the former OEM staff, in- 
cluding Garson Kanin, George 
Gercke and others. Sam Spewack 
was recently named chief of Ow! 
film production, with William Mon- 
tague, Jr., assignment editor for Par- 
amount News, as his aide. 


offering | 





A Ripley 


Toledo, Aug. 18. 

Jack Lykes, manager of the 
Esquire, received this letter the 
other day: 

‘Here is a little conscience 
money. Last night I took a child 
into your theatre, passing her 
for 11 years when she actually 
is over 12. The picture (‘Mrs. 
Miniver’) is so good I am en- 
closing 50c to make up the dif- 
ference in the admission price. 
A Patron.’ 


RESIST % ON 
REAP’ PRIDE 


Minneapolis, Aug. 18. 
Independent exhibitors in the ter- 
ritory are determined to resist 
Paramount and RKO for percentage 
terms and advanced admissions for 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and ‘Pride of 
the Yankees,’ respectively, accord- 
ing to Allied. Although ‘Reap’ has 
done a terrific business in its down- 
town first-runs and engagements at 
the Par affiliated neighborhood cir- 
cuit houses, Twin City independents 
continue to refuse to book it. No 
bones is made of the fact that an 

individual boycott is under way. 


Independent leaders say they’ve 
determined to have a showdown 
now on the matter of percentage 
and advanced admissions. They de- 
clare they'll have none of either if 
they can possibly help themselves 


BUDGET LIFTS FOR 




















MOROSCO AT 20TH 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
20th-Fox hoisted Walter Morosco 
into the A producer class with ‘Arc- 
tic Convoy’ as his first job in the 
upper bracket. Story was written by 


.Gene Fowler and his son, Will, and 


deals with a front-page war topic. 


Morosco has been doing a number 
of low-budget features, some of 
which are still on his story list, and 
will be permitted stronger casts and 
higher financial rating. 





Specialing ‘March’ 

Sales v.p. Tom Connors is studying 
a special approach to merchandizing 
‘March of Time,’ which 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox has just signatured for dis- 
tribution. 

As an important short feature, 
Conners figures it merits important 
handling and will probably start 
selling with the September issue. 








Washington, Aug. 18. 


On Nov. 20, 1940, in an antitrust 
suit against the eight major distribu- 
tors of motion pictures, a consent 
decree was entered against the five 
theatre-owning distributors. That 
decree suspended further prosecu- 
tion of the suit against the consent- 
ing defendants for an experimental 
period of three years. 

The purpose of the decree was to 


determine whether the _ industry 
could be restored to competitive 
conditions without invoking the 


remedy of divorcement of distribu- 
tion from exhibition and dissolution 


of the distributor-owned circuits of | 


theatres. It was not the intention 
of the Department to sanction non- 
competitive control of the industry, 
either by an industry council or by 
the Department itself. The decree 


provided a quick remedy for arbi- | 


tration with respect to certain un- 
fair trade practices. It also 
hibited blind selling of feature pic- 
tures and limited their block-book- 
ine to blocks-of-five for the 1941-42 
selling season, a one-year period ex- 
piring on Aug. 31 of this year. These 
blind selling and blockbooking limi- 
tations terminate as of that date be- 
cause the Department was unable 
to obtain a like decree against the 
three non-consenting defendants 
prior to June 15, 1942. 

The only limitation at present ex- 
isting with respect to features re- 
leased and contracts made on and 
after Sept. 1, 1942, is the general 
provision of the Sherman Act pre- 
venting concerted action to establish 
non-competitive practices. A plan 
for selling the features of the five 
consenting companies during the 
1942-43 selling season, known as the 
UMPI (United Motion Picture In- 
dustry) plan, was presented to the 
Department in July of this year with 
the approval of most of the organ- 
ized independent exhibitors. To 





~ Full Text of Arnold’s Statement 
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WB's $5,371,875 Net for 39 Weeks 
Includes $8,477,951 Tied Up in New 
Prods. Not Released as of May 30 





Shere Darkents tills: 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Paramount beat the dimout dead- 
line, scheduled for Aug. 20, by re- 
arranging the working schedule for 
‘The Crystal Ball’ to shoot outdoor 
night scenes on the company’s ranch 
at Chatsworth. 

Ray Milland appeared in two night 
airplane crashes, originally slated for 
the last week in August. 


Nat'l Release 
For Moscow Off: 
Held ‘Too Strong’ 


‘Moscow Strikes Back,’ the Art- 
kino pic current at the Globe, New 
York, and thanks to critical raves is 
doing well, has been nixed for -na- 
tional release by every major dis- 
tributor in the field on the basis 
that the picture is ‘too strong’ for 
the public, especially outside of 
N. Y. city. 

Artkino could if necessary book 
the picture in about 400 indie the- 
atres, but is holding off in the hope 
that one of the majors will take the 
picture and give it the exploitation 
that goes with a national release. 
Understood that Washington politi- 
cos rate the picture as a propaganda 
must and would like*to see it get a 
major release deal but will not at- 











‘tempt to pressure any company into 
|making a deal. 


Oddly enough Artkino finds the 
same firms that shy away from a 
national distribution deal willing to 
give the picture a circuit release. 
Aside from the expert exploitation 
that a national release would pro- 
vide, Artkino wants to avoid the 
expense and worry of enlarging its 
own publicity staff to promote the 
picture as it would have to do if 
the best it could get were the cir- 
cuit bookings. 

Last bidder for the film was pur- 
ported to be Warner Bros., supasedly 
with the idea of releasing the pic- 
ture as an aperitif to its forthcom- 
ing ‘Mission to Moscow.’ This deal 
folded over the weekend. 


carry out that plan, the Department 
was asked to consent to an amend- 
ment to the decree approving the 
Sale of pictures in blocks of not 
more than 13, eight of which could 
be sold with no more identification 
than a reference to a star or fea- 
tured player appearing in the pic- 
ture or the title of a book or play 
on which it was based. Such iden- 
tification is the kind of blind selling 
the Department complained against 
when it filed its suit. The plan also 


provided for a certain minimum 
cancellation privilege which was not 
offered for incorporation in the de- 
cree but which each defendant 
represented jtself, by a letter to the 
Department, as being willing to in- 
corporate in its 1942-43 contracts 


All of the public groups which com- 


municated their views to the De- 
partment opposed the plan as did 
the organized independent prv- 


ducers and a number of independent 
exhibitors. 
Four Reasons 

The Department has decided that 
it cannot consent to the proposed 
amendment to the decree for the 
following reasons: 

(1) Experience under the decree 
has persuaded the Anti-Trust Divi- 
sion that tradeshowing of motion 
pictures before their sale is desir- 
able. Such tradeshowing tends to 
encourage the production of better 
features and thus confers a _ sub- 
stantial benefit on the public. 

(2) There are now tradeshown or 
ready for tradeshowing approxi- 
mately 100 of the features which 
the consenting defendants will re- 
lease during the 1942-43 season. 
Competitive practices should lead 
these distributors to tradeshow these 
completed pictures rather than sell 
them blind, insofar as each has faith 
in the merit of its product. 

(3) To expressly sanction blind 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Net operating profit of Warner 
Bros. and subsidiaries rose nearly 
$1,000,000 in the first 39 weeks of the 
company’s fiscal year, as compared 
with the previous year. Statement 
to stockholders iast week revealed 
net operating income of $5,371,875, 
after all charges and taxes, as com- 
pared with $4,433,445 in correspond- 
ing period of the previous year. Ac- 
tually the net profit from operations, 
before Federal income and excess 
profits taxes, amounted to $9,471,875, 
as against $5,491,445 in the compara- 
ble 39 weeks of the last fiscal year. 


Difference was accounted for, but 
not pointed out in the company’s 
statement, by an increase of about 
$3,000,000 in both types of Federal 
taxes. Warners set’ aside $4,100,000 
for Federal taxes, including $1500.000 
for excess profits taxes, while in the 
first 39 weeks of the previous fiscal 
year provision for Federal taxes to- 
talled $1,058,000. 

Corporation's gross income, after 
eliminating intercompany transac- 
tions, amounted to $87,790,224, or an 
increase of approximately $11,180,000 
over the first 39 weeks of the pre- 
vious fiscal year. Warner Bros. 
showed cash in the U. S. on May 30 
last amounting to $8,805,455, as com- 
pared with $10,202,288 on hand as of 
Feb. 28 this year. 


Profit showing was made despite 
the fact that the company made an 
additional provision for contingen- 
cies amounting to $1,225,000 in re- 
spect of the net assets of subsids op- 
erating in foreign territories. War- 
ners figures the earnings as equiva- 
lent to $1.37 on each of 3,701,090 com- 
mon shares. Report revealed the 
company as about $33.68 in arrears 
on dividends on preferred, despite 
recent divvy payments on these 
shares. 

In listing the inventories as of the 
May 30 date, WB revealed that $8,- 
477,951 was tied up in productions 
completed but not released, while 
$5,386,748 was in released products at 
cost less amortization thus far. 

WB ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1930-42 


Net profit. 
SUE iss buanssedescerueren $7,074,631 
SER i ve Coceedsavacivouewes *7,918,605 
TENE so 05-9 stele sme kw aes Oe *14.095,054 
ENED. si.xods VevnawaGegaw eer *6,291,748 
BOOS. cbbasap ee ccdeetied *2,530,514 
oaks deaks4he ssh atesaes 674,159 
I Pre in erate 3,177,313 
SPT vis Sedse need bes es andes 5,875,183 
BES bs boy cuadee Sen nee ub 1,929,721 
er pee eee 2 ee 1,740,908 
ORD SS Sve ui bee ss CON whee 2,747,472 
1941 5,429,302 


(1941 by Quarters) 
First. quarter » on $1 2TH 316. 


Second quarter... 1,506,228 
Third quarter... 1,650,901 
Fourth quarter 995,857 


(1942 by Quarters) 


First quarter..... . -§2,079,601 
Second quarter....,... 1,723,654 
Third quarter ....ccsss 1,568,,620 
Fourth quarter...... ovecvenet 
* Deficit. 


Chiang Kai-Shek Tribute 
7 * 
In Rep’s ‘Flying Tigers 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Foreword for the Republic picture, 
‘The Flying Tigers,’ has been yvolun- 
teered by Chiang Ka:-Shek, chief of 


| the Chinese armies, to extol the work 


of the volunteer American aviators 
in China. Message reads: 

‘Since the Flying Tigers first 
spread their wings in the skies above 
China, the enemy has learned to fear 
the intrepid spirit they have dis- 
played in the face of his superior 
numbers. They have become the 
symbol of the invincible strength of 
the forces now upholding the cause 
of justice and humanity. The Chinese 
people will preserve forever the 
memory of their glorious achieve- 
ments.’ 





Put Down Stampede 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Shift in the Paramount shooting 
schedule shoved “True to Life’ ahead 
of ‘Calgary Stampede’ for an early 
September start, with George Mar- 
shall directing and Paul Jones pro- 
ducing. 

Dick Powell, Mary Martin and 
Victor Moore, originally cast in 
‘Stampede,’ will co-star in ‘True, @ 
comedy with music. 
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NOW, VOYAGER 


Warner Bros, release of Hal B. Wallis 
production, Stars Bette Davis; features Paul 
Henried, Claude Rains, Bonita jranville. 
Directed by Irving Rapper. Screenplay, 
Casey Robinson, from novel by Oliver Hig- 
gins Prouty; camera, Sol Polito; editor, 
Warren Low; dialog director, Edward Blatt; 


asst. director, Sherry Shourde. r'radeshown 
in N. Y¥. Aug. 14, °42. Running time, 
17 MINS. 
Saeptsite Vale ccoccescsdecsseose Bette Davis 
Jerry Durrance,.coseesesessss Pau! Henreid 
Dr. J: quith...see- PPTTTTITTTT ie Claude Rains 
June Vale.......+ ecessecces Bonita Granville 
Lisa Vale.......ccese o6eeekesaed Ilka Chase 
Mrs. Henry Vale...-e-rceeees> Gladys Cooper 
Tina Durrance.....c.ccccess-danice Wilson 
Elliot Livin@ston.....eereeeeeees John Loder 
Deb MeIntyre....ccceceseeseers Lee Patrick 
Mr. Thompson.....+-++: Franklin Pangborn 
Dr. Dan Re Ban. ..eeeseeeseeee Michael Ames 
Leslie Trotter...cesssesserss Charles Drake 
Dora Pickford. ....++- eooeees Mary Wickes 
Frank MeIntyre.....cccesceess James Rennie 
William. ccc cosscccccoccees David Clyde 
BManoel.....rcccccssceress ,--Frank Puglin 


Boxoffice dynamite—that’s ‘Now, 
Voyager.’ 

Here is drama heavily steeped in 
the emotional tide that has swept its 
star, Bette Davis, to her present 
crest, and it’s the kind of drama 
that maintains Warners’ pattern for 
boxoffice success. ‘Never break up 
a winning combination’ is an old 
sporting axiom, and the brothers 
Warner have again demonstrated 
their acceptance of that truism in 
linkiag Miss Davis once more to a 
story of seemingly never-ending 
tragedy. 

If the story gets a little unwieldy 
in spots, that’s something for the 
more critical-minded to determine. 
But since these are casual filmgoers 
who will pay their ways through the 
turnstiles—and not the hardened 
newspaper critics—there is every in- 
dication that ‘Voyager’ will also find 
considerable receptivity from an 
audience standpoint. It has almost 
everything for excellent entertain- 
ment and boxoffice—plenty of ro- 
mance, stark drama, expert direction 
and photography, a fine production 
and a strong supporting cast that 
features Paul Henried, Claude Rains 
and Bonita Granville. 

‘Voyager,’ an excursion into psy- 
chiatry, is almost episodic in its 
writing. It affords Miss Davis one 
of her superlative acting roles, that 
of a neurotic spinster fighting to free 
herself from the shackles of a tyran- 
nical mother. A spinster still re- 
calling the frustration of a girlhood 
love. 

Those first scenes don’t form a very 
pretty picture, being an object lesson 
in Perc Westmore’s artful makeup. 

hey show Miss Davis as dowdy, 
plump and possessed of a phobia 
that fairly cries for the ministrations 
of a psychiatrist. And it’s a psy- 
chiatrist who’s the means of her so- 
cial rehabilitation and, ultimately 
and indirectly, her romantic com- 
plications. Treatment by the doctor, 
played by Claude Rains, transforms 
the patient into a glamorous, modish, 
attractive woman who soon finds 
herself, after long being starved for 
love, confronted by not one, but two, 
romantic situations. 

The yarn’s major love crisis fo- 
cuses on Miss Davis and Paul Hen- 
ried, the latter unable to upset the 
conventions of a complicated marital 
life. The remote satisfaction of their 
love, via the emotionally unstable 
daughter of Henried, upon whom 
Miss Davis lavishes a mother’s at- 
tention, is, perhaps, a rather ques- 
tionable conclusion, but it’s the kind 
of drama that dernands little cred- 
ibility; it will win audience reaction 
by its high-powered emotional im- 
pact alone, particularly from the 
women. 

Hal Wallis hasn’t spared the purse- 
strings on his production. It has all 
the earmarks of money spent wisely. 
Irving Rapper’s direction has made 
the picture move along briskly, and 
the cast, down to the most remote 
performer, has contributed grade A 
portrayals. 

For Henried, perhaps, this is his 
top role in American pictures; he 
neatly dovetails and makes believable 
the sometimes-underplayed character 
of the man who finds love too late. 
As the curer of Miss Davis’ mental 
ills, Claude Rains gives his usual re- 
strained, above-par performance. 
Miss Cooper is the domineering 
mother, weighted by Boston’s Back 
Bay traditions, and she’s also within 
her metier. Bonita Granville, as 
Miss Davis’ niece, suggests a little of 
her past ‘brat’ roles, while IIkka Chase 
is the sophisticated sister-in-law. 


John Loder is the second ‘romance’ | 


and Janice Wilson contributes a mov- 
ing characterization as Henried’s 
young, neurotic daughter, whose 
mental illness, also born of a dom- 
inant mother, creates a common bond 
between her and Miss Davis. Naka. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


‘House of Mystery’ at Universal 
became ‘Night Monster.’ 


‘Republic switched from ‘Chatter- 
box’ to ‘Youth on Parade.’ 

‘So Proudly We Hail’ is new tag on 
“Hands of Mercy’ at Paramount. 

‘Fighting Frontier’ is release tag 
of ‘Arizona Legion’ at RKO. 

‘Five of Spades’ at RKO changed 
to ‘The Avenging Rider.’ 

‘Crime Reporter’ is release handle 
on ‘Homicide Squad’ at Monogram. 

Warners shifted from ‘Action in 
the Atlantic’ to ‘Action in the North 
Atlantic.’ 





ACROSS THE PACIFIC 


Hollywood, Aug, 14. 

Warner Bros. release of Jerry Wald-Jack 
Saper production. Stars Humphrey Bogart; 
features Mary Astor, Sydney Greenstreet. 
Directed by John Huston. Screenplay by 
Richard Macauley from Satevepost serial 
by Robert Carson; camera, Arthur Edeson; 
editor, Frank Magee music, Adolph 
Deutsch, conducted by Leo F. Forbstein; 
special effects, Byron Haskin and Willard 


Van Enver: montages, Don Siegel; asst. 
director, Lee Katz, Tradeshown in L. A. 
Aug. 13, '42. Running time, 86 MINS, 

pe FN eee .Humphrey Bogart 
Alberta Marlow..........++. ..Mary Astor 
a eS Serer Sydney Greenstreet 
A, Vi. GRR. cb ocs TrITTTiLT Charles Halton 
Joe Totauiko...coccessccccvesses:s Sen Yung 
Pt chkcabess ste 40008008 e ..Roland Got 
Sam Wing On......-> ecveee+ Lee Tung Foo 
Captain Morrison....ccccces:> Frank Wilcox 
Colonel Marticcccicvovecogeses Paul Stanton 
Canadian Major...........Lester Matthews 
Court-Martial President.....John Hamilton 
Unidentified Man........... Tom Stevenson 
Captain Harkness.........00> Roland Drew 
Bate Merten. ...50scccccsvesases mOmee Brae 
Captain Higoto........ccese .-- Chester Gan 
First Officer. Miyurma..... eee». Richard Loo 
Steamship Office Clerk........ .Keye Luke 
a, Ceiaatenks >) Shee se eeSebsce ee Teen 
Chief Engineer Mitsuko..... Spencer Chan 
Filipino Assassin.........+++- Rudy Robles 


‘Across the Pacific’ is a well-con- 
cocted and suspenseful melodrama 
of timely interest that will hit prof- 
itable grosses as solo or billtopper 
in the regular runs. Picture reunites 
Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor and 
Sydney Greenstreet and _ director 
John Huston whose combined talents 
were mainly responsible for the sur- 
prise click of ‘Maltese Falcon.’ 

Picture will give further impetus 
to Bogart’s draw as a solo star, in 
addition to pointing up the ability 
of Greenstreet to dominate any and 
every scene in which he appears. 
Miss Astor is in fast company here, 
but holds up her end particularly 
well. 

Warners had a problem in trans- 
ferring the Robert Carson Satevepost 
serial to the screen, Original, under 
title of ‘Aloha Means Goodbye,’ de- 
picted a spy melodrama on ship that 
finally reached Hawaii—but after the 
war’s start and studio purchase 
scripter Richard Macauley had to 
change things around to conform 
with current events. Result is 
switch of locale from the west to 
east coast—and the yarn never gets 
into the Pacific Ocean, despite the 
title. Latter misnomer is a minor 
fault, however, and will easily be 
overlooked by audiences, although 
rritics may take pot-shots at the 
misdirected handle. 

After Bogart is court-martialed 
out of the Army coast artillery, he 
shifts to Canada in attempt to enlist 
in the Dominion artillery. Turned 
down, he gets passage on a Jap 
freighter bound for Panama and the 
Orient. Major passengers met are 
Greenstreet and Miss Astor and Bo- 
gart strikes up an immediate ro- 
mance with the latter. Docking 
briefly in New York, it’s disclosed 
that Bogart is on an army intelli- 
gence mission—particularly directed 
at Greenstreet as a Jap agent. After 
further voyage down the coast to 
Panama, Bogart accepts Greenstreet’s 
proposition to disclose American 
military defenses and aircraft around 
the Canal. After handing the info 
over, Bogart is slugged, but recovers 
in time to prevent the Japs from 
using a hidden plantation for a plane 
attack on the Gatun locks. 

Bogart provides a_ particularly 
strong and convincing portrayal as 
the army officer assigned to a dan- 
gerous mission; with Miss Astor 
clicking in the romantic lead. Green- 
street’s characterization of an Occi- 
dental under the spell of Jap phi- 











losophies is vividly etched. Balance 
of cast is incidental to the prom- 
inence of the three pivotal players; 
with a number of Chinese taking 
over characterizations for the Japs 
required. Jerry Wald and Jack Sa- 
per provide expert production guid- 
ance. 

Although picture does not quite hit 
the edge-of-seat tension engendered 
by ‘Maltese Falcon,’ it’s a breezy and 
fast-paced melodrama that will catch 
plenty of-attention from the paying 
customers. Huston directs deftly from 
thrill-packed script by, Richard Mac- 
auley, and production backgrounds 
and technical mounting is of top 
grade throughout. Walt. 


SECRET ENEMIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 














Warner Bros. production and _ release. 
Directed by Ben Stoloff. Screenplay by 
Raymond L,. Schrock: camera, James Van 
Trees; editor, Doug Gould; dialog director, 

| Harry Seymour; special effects, Edwin A. 
DuPar; asst. dir ( Don Page Trade- 


| shown in L. A. Aug. 14, '42. Running time, 
58 MINS. 





CORTE BOROMORs oso nce co cesewss cs Craig Stevens 
Pattila FPengler..ceoccccccccess Faye Emerson 
John Trent....cocccccscseces+-J0hn Ridgely 
Jim Jackson....e.es eccceoces-s-Charles Lang 
Dr. Woodford....... Ceccces Robert Warwick 
Henry Bremmer.....e-.ccceess Frank Reicher 
PE yer ees Cee Rex Williams 
Counter-Espionage Man...... Frank Wilcox 
TT eee ee George Meeker 
rs 5.6944 6 0s 048s $058 ¥504s & ot pe Bere 
TORVOUR . 025500 eseeeeses-- Addison Richards 
Capt. Jarrett...... eotveccosocsGnm CHSE 
Seis Paccbevesscebevectessebes Monte Blue 
| ‘Secret Enemies’ is strictly a pro- 


| gram meller of cops-and-robbers tex- 
| ture—with a ring of German agents 
| substituted for what previously 
served as the gangster crowd. Fol- 
lowing familiar pattern, it will suf- 
fice as a dual supporter in the sub- 
sequent and action bookings. 

Craig Stevens is a young attorney 
who tries to assist Frank Reicher in 
getting latter’s wife out of Germany; 
but Robert Warwick moves in to get 
a release on condition that Reicher 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Now, Voyager’ (WB). Sock 
boxoffice in this latest Bette 
Davis drama. Grade A produc- 
tion all the way. 

‘Across The. Pacific? (WB). 
Suspenseful meller sustaining 
interesting pace for profitable 
biz in regular runs. 

‘Secret Enemies’ (WB). Stand- 
ard program melodrama, with 
FBI agents routing out another 
German spy nest. 

‘Desperate Journey’ (WB). 
Topnotch action thriller, starring 
Errol Flynn, destined to get 
heavy coin all along the line. 

‘Busses Roar’ (WB): Ineffect- 
ual meller turned out on minor 
league budget. Filler for second- 
ary duals. 

‘Cali of the Canyon’ (Rep) 
(Songs). A topnotch Gene Autry 
westerner that should surprise 
at the b.o. 

‘Smoking Guns’ (PRC). 
Buster Crabbe starred in a 
thirdrate western. Strictly for 
the grind duals. 

‘Moscow Strikes Back’ (Art- 
kino), Best newsreel docu- 
mentary from Russia, covering 
mentary from Russia; good b.0o. 











work for him. Faye Emerson sirens 
Stevens but latter joins the FBI 
when his pal and member of the or- 
ganization is murdered. Subsequent 
murder of two more FBI agents 
sends Stevens and John Ridgely to 
New York to eventually raid a hotel 
used as the German spy headquar- 
ters. Warwick and other Nazi agents 
escape to a hunting lodge upstate, 
which provides suitable background 
for a rousing gun battle in the moon- 
light and roundup of the gang. 
Stevens then moves back to New 
York to capture Miss Emerson, who’s 
disclosed as the wife of Warwick. 
Raymond Schrock’s script main- 
tains good pace for the meiler un- 
folding, while Stoloff manages to get 
standard amount of suspense into the 
piece with his direction. 

Stevens and Ridgely are okay as the 
two Federal agents, while balance 
of cast is satisfactory for the par- 
ticular roles. Walt. 


DESPERATE JOURNEY 


Warner Bros. release of Hal B. Wallis 
production. Stars Errol Flynn, Ronald Rea- 
gan; features Raymond Massey, Alan Hale, 
Arthur Kennedy, Nancy Coleman. Directed 
by Raoul Walsh. Screenplay by Arthur T. 
Horman; camera, Bert Glennon; editor 
Rudi Fehr. Tradeshown in New York, 
Aug. 13, 1942, Running time, 107 MINS. 


Fl. Lt. Terrence Forbes........ Errol Flynn 
Flying Off. J. Hammond....Ronald Reagan 
Major Otto Baumeister...Raymond Massey 
Kaethe Brahms....... ....-Nancy Coleman 
EF). Sgt. Kirk Edwards..........4 Alan Hale 
Flying Off. Jed Forrest..../ Arthur Kennedy 
POE: 6 otcrehasvck¥eRCucowaban Sig Ruman 
S/L Lane-Ferris........... Patrick O’ Moore 
Fl. Sgt. Lloyd Hollts......Ronald Sinclair 


Feldwebe] Gertz ....... Coccere .Louis Arco 
Capt. Coswick ..Charles Irwin 
S/L Clark........ecececceeee- Richard Fraser 
Wing Commander..........Lester Mathews 


UO eaves eences eoccese- RObDert O. Davis 
Fl. Sgt. Warick............ Walter Brooke 
EVAanS,..sseaeee eccccccccecsee- Harry Lewis 
OREO, ¢ 6dscrdcces eoecece e+eee Don Phillips 


Nothing will cause so much com- 
ment about ‘Desperate Journey’, in 
the trade and out, as its Similarity to 
‘The Invaders’, the English and 
Canadian-made film which Columbia 
recently distributed in this country. 
This time the English flyers are re- 
turning home from Poland through 
Germany, instead of German sub- 
marine crewmen making their way 
through Canada. The Warner film 
IS nerve-tingling adventure, excel- 
lently done, and will ring up heavy 
grosses everywhere. 

Errol Flynn and Ronald Reagan 
for the marquee will help consider- 
ably at the b.o., although the ab- 
sence of a femme name (Nancy 
Coleman has a one-reel role) may 





not be an aid. The tightness of the 
story, however, despite its fantastic 
incredibility, will be the major sell- 
ing factor. Yarn is an extreme strain 
on anyone’s credulity and yet it’s so 
exciting, so angled to keep one more 
off than on his seat, that the pre- 
posterousness of it all is only some- 
thing to be thought about on the 
way home from the theatre. It 
peg, Vang = the sourpusses who look 
at life and pictures too literally w 

will find fault. Pee: 

Aside from the shift of locale and 
nationality, the major difference be- 
tween the two films is that between 
British and Hollywood screen tech- 
nique. While ‘The Invaders’ had 
much of the slow deliberateness that 
marks the work of English directors 
(Michael Powell in this case), ‘Des- 
perate Journey’ is played for every 
bit of action, suspense, drama, hu- 
mor and foolhardy heroics with which 
it is possible to milk it. Director 
Raoul Walsh has done a fine job 
on all scores. 

Yarn finds a bomber crew of 
eight assignea to a most desperate 
task in German Poland. When the 
captain is wounded, foolhardy Flynn 
is left in command and disobeys or- 
ders, resulting in the success of the 
mission but the crash of the bomber. 
Two men are killed when the plane 
cracks up and the wounded captain 
dies a short time later. That leaves 
five—Flynn, American-born Ronald 
Reagan, Canadian-born Arthur. Ken- 





nedy, grizzled charactsr ~on aomia 


Alan Hale and stripling Ronald 
Sinclair. 

Quintet is captured right off and 
taken before Raymond Massey, a 
German intelligence officer. The 

uintet escape, however, and go 
through such daredeviltry as pilfer- 
ing German uniforms, riding in 
Goering’s private car almost into 
Berlin, taking a side trip to blow 
up an incendiary bomb plant and 
numerous other such escapades. 
They finally come onto a British 
bomber which the Nazis are getting 
ready to use against England. By a 
trick they capture that and fly tri- 
umphantly home—except that out of 
the five only Flynn and Reagan are 
left. The others are killed one by 
one during the numerous adven- 
tures. 

Cast, all the way through, is ex- 
cellent. Top role is a pushover for 
Flynn, just the type of thing he’s 
cut out for. Reagan, who has come 
along splendidly under the Warner 
coaching in the past year cr so, is 
excellent as usual, combining plenty 
of thespic talent with his air- of free- 
hand cocksureness, Hale’s humorous 
touches serve to space the tense- 
ness, while Massey makes himself 
just as despicable as he was like- 
able when he played the Canadian 
soldier in “The Invaders’, 

Warners hasn’t spared anything 
anywhere along the line in giving 
the film top production, including 
splendid flying sequences at the be- 
ginning. Picture should be particu- 
larly strong with kid audiences, for 
it makes of Superman and the other 
comic strip wonders just runners-up 
to a fivesome of flyers. 


BUSSES ROAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Warner Bros. production and _ release. 
Features Richard Travis, Julie Bishop, 
Charles Drake, Eleanor ‘Parker, Elisabeth 
Fraser, Directed by D. Ross Lederman. 
Screenplay by George R. Bilson and An- 
thony Coldewey;: original by Coldewey; 
camera, James Van Trees; special effects, 
Edwin A. DuPar; editor, James Gibbon; 
dialog director, Harry Seymour; asst. di- 
rector, Bill Kissell. Tradeshown in L. A, 
Aug. 14, '42. Running time, 59 MINS, 


Sergeant Ryan........ »++++Richard Travis 
TG GRIPPER, 0c csebe teksts ee Julie Bishop 
Eddie Sloan..,... eoecccecce -»-Charles Drake 
FOONUOE 6 6:66 rerssceveteses -».-Eleanor Parker 
NE dean vk osebouasaaes -...-Elisabeth Fraser 
Dick Remick........ eeees»- Richard Fraser 
DU Cai ettkesaseeeleean ecceoce Peter Whitney 
Detective Quinn........ eseeeFrank Wilcox 
| EST TT See Te eecesece Willie Best 
meen IW . pcsiedeaces eooees- Rex Williams 
RFF Pere oesees Harry Lewis 
TO BOROGEGP.. occ veceboadewete Bill Kennedy 
Se, nN. os bccn ilss ctw’ o George Meeker 
Le sss 6 becadeba sche Suen Vera Lewis 
SEGREY DROP. ccccccocess Harry C. Bradley 
Qu 8: S’ Saree Lottie Williams 
Becond Old Mald....ccccccccces Leah Baird 





WON a 6 b.6sa nts se508e Panes Chester Gan 


This is a wildly incredulous meller, 
developed with too many static epi- 
sodes, and pretty dull and elemental 
material all the way. It will have 
to suffice with filler bookings. 

The foreign agents again inject 
themselves here—to use a night pas- 
senger bus as carrier of a demolition 


bomb to start a fire in Coast oil fields 
as guide for a Jap sub to shell from 
close inshore. Picture is virtually a 
one-set affair, with getaway in the 
bus station, and all of the action tak- 
ing place there until it gets outside 
for the inevitable chase finish. Early 
footage consumes too much time in- 
timately introducing the passengers 
going aboard; and it goes around in 
circles to-such as extent nobody will 
care what happens later. Bomb 
finally gets into the bus after a few 
false starts, and then there’s the 
chase to overtake it before the explo- 
sion. Naturally all are saved and the 
German and Jap agents captured. 
Picture looks like a_ short-budg- 
eter throughout. Cast indicates stu- 
dio used the filler for program pur- 
poses and to give some of the con- 
tract players a chance to show their 
abilities. They'll need better mate- 
rial than here provided. Walt, 


CALL OF THE CANYON 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Harry Grey produc- 
tion. Stars Gene Autry; featurec Smiley 
Burnette, Sons of the Pioneers, Ruth 
Terry, Thurston Hall, Joe Strauch, Jr., Cliff 
Nazarro, Dorothea Kent. Directed by Jo- 
seph Santley. Screenplay by Olive Cooper 
from original by Maurice Rapf and Olive 
Cooper; camera, Reggie Lanning; editor, 
Edward Mann. Tradeshown in N. Y. Aug. 


14, '42. Running time, 71 MINS, 
Gene 


HENC. creer eseccccccccccccescess Gene Autry 
a Tr eeeeses- Smiley Burnette 
BROMSOVEB.. 6 6 cvcccove «e-+-50ns of Pioneers 
Saas, SN. n4c6sbbcebadecnerel Ruth Terry 
Grantley B. Johnson.......-.-. Thurston Hall 
WE isos tevesedéescoad Joe Straueh, Jr. 
Pe PON > £46 6-65500se04dees Cliff Nazarro 
Jane Oakley...... 550064e4506 Dorothea Kent 
Thomas McCoy........ Edmund MacDonald 
Horace Dunston...ccceesess Mare Lawrence 
cs Dy. YEPee PeTTL Tiree John Harmon 


Wijly Hitchcock........0005. John Holland 


This is one of the better westerns. 
The story is believable, the music 
is good and smoothly interpolated, 
the acting, especially by Thurston 
Hall, is up to snuff, and a couple 
of the camera shots are beauts. It’s 
one of Gene Auiry’s best. 

The plot has the cattlemen, led by 
Gene Autry, getting a bad deal 
from Edmund MacDonald, who is the 
local purchasing agent for a packing 
company. The agent is in hock to a 
bookie and hopes to pay off by short- 
pricing the cattlemen. Autry goes 
into town to see Hall, the head of the 
packing company, but can’t get 


through the radio agents who are 
waiting to sell the packing pasha a 





radio show. One of the agents is 
Ruth Terry, who has every dime tied 
up in transcription which the hero 
breaks when someone shoves him 
onto her lap. 


Stuck for an idea she notices Hall 
is a westerner and adlibs her way 
into a deal predicated on the pro- 
gram emanating from her ranch with 
the cowhands doing the vocals. The 
packer, still a cow poke at heart, in- 
vites himself out to the ranch for an 
audition. Since she has no ranch 
Miss Terry takes her troupe out to 
the town she heard Autry mention 
and rents what turns out to be 
Autry’s ranch, to their mutual! sur- 
prise. 

Ultimately Hali and Autry get to- 
gether and, using the radio equip- 
ment brought on for the broadcast, 
trap the conniver. 


The chase sequences are all logical 
and legitimate, such as having the 
heroine take the buggy into town 
to meet the sponsor and, when the 
buggy runs away because she has 
never driven a horse before, the hero 
gallops to the rescue. There is very 
little gunplay and it’s not missed. 
The one big fight scene comes when 
the rogues make their getaway, and 
since the hero is battling three men, 
it is logical when he gets licked. 

The music, thanks to the radio 
angle, slides into the story in un- 
obtrusive and enjoyable fashion. 
Autry handles ‘Boots and Saddle,’ 
‘Somebody Else Is Taking My Place’ 
and splits ‘Montana Skies’ with the 
Sons of the Pioneers, who also do the 
instrumental work while Ruth Terry 
does a swell job with ‘When It’s 
Chilly Down in Chile.’ None of the 
composers is identified and only 
‘Chilly’ has any chance for the pop 
trade. Fran, 


SMOKING GUNS 


Producers Releasing Corp. release of Sige 
mund Neufeld production. Stars Buster 
Crabbe; features Al St. John and Dave 
O' Brien. Thrected by Sherman Scott, 
Original screenplay, George Milton; came 
era, Jack Greenhalgh; editor, Holbrook N, 
Tedd. Reviewed at New York, N. Y., dual, 
Aug. 12, 52. Running time, 62 MINS, 


SI EN Re ery Buster Crabbe 
PONE cecnecieos 566 00004 bad been aed Al St. John 
UE 5:65 0 1096455 bEb OO S0sbb0ee es Dave O'Brien 
PEOPHAM cic ccrvecasesescees e+... JOhn Merton 
Dr. Hagen... .cccccceccseees- Milton Kibbee 
Sherif CarMOn. cccccessceveces Ted Adams 
Bec cccd ones scccoceseeseasecs Karl Hackett 
Carter. .ccccsces eeerecceccoes rank Ellis 
Roberts.....seeee eocccecceee Slim Whitaker 
TRARONGP vococcccevccessvescsss Budd Buster 
Sees cob 5606000 668 n0ee8-e6 Joel Newfield 


Mrs. Howard. Joan Barclay 

A routine, uninspired horse opera 
headed for the second slot on twin 
bills. Buster Crabbe, A! St. John 
and Dave O’Brien cannot carry the 
subpar plot and production, though 
St. John gathers a few laughs with 
his mugging and familiar comedy 
tactics. Cast and direction match 
the plot, with the audience hissing 
the villain and laughing at the sus- 
pense in real ten-twent’-thirt’ fash- 
ion. 

The three boys are minding their 
own affairs but always running into 
sheriffs who mistake them as part of 
the Billy the Kid gang. There is a 
crooked sheriff and a phoney co- 
operative association, with the ranch- 
ers being cheated by the association, 
which runs the local store where 
they have to buy their supplies at 
top prices. And every time they try 
to bring in their own supplies, the 
wagon is wrecked and the driver 
killed. The plot has ranchers rais- 
ing crops, not cattle, with the three 
heroes working without their six- 
guns through most of the film. 

The big gunfight finish, between 
the ranchers and the thugs, had the 
audience counting aloud every time 
one of the mugs bit the dust. Fran. 


Moscow Strikes Back 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino Pictures release of Central Newse- 
reel Studios production. Spoken commen- 
tary, Edward G. Robinson; written narration 
by Elliot Paul, Albert Maltz; editor, Slavko 
Vorkapich; music, Dimitri Tiomkin; in 
charge of American-produced version, 
Nicholas Napoli. Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Aug. 12, '42. Running time, 
55 MINS. 





(With English Narration) 

This comprehensive compilation of 
Soviet newsreel coverage on the cur- 
rent struggle with Germany achieves 
a new peak for decumentaries of this 
type. ‘Moscow Strikes Back’ is the 
first real closeup American audi- 
ences have had of the bitter cam- 
paign last winter when the Russian 
army hurled back the Nazi armed 
might. It is graphic and brutally 
realistic, especially in many battle 
scenes. Unfortunately, the. editing 
job fails to measure up to the su- 
perb photography. Good b.o., despite 
this weakness, particularly where 
teamed with,a sturdy No. 1 feature. 

The material used here, which was 
collected by the Central Newsreel 
Studios of the Soviets, bears vivid 
witness to the way Russo newsreel 
men went right into the thick of the 
fighting to record the war. 

Sweeping charge of dark-coated 
Cossack cavalry over snow-clad ter- 
rain is quite breath-taking and 
something that could be duplicated 
only in a_ super-feature. Then 
there’s a thrilling scene when white- 
clad paratroops take to their chutes 
from transport planes, and swiftly 
go into action with machine guns 
or speed to attack on skis. Episodes 
where mopup squads enter a village 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Chi Riding Crest of Smash B. 0.: 
J. Dorsey- Horizon’ Terrif $56,000, 
Whiteman Hypos Convoy’ to 236 





Chicago, Aug. 18. 

With name bands on the stages 
and top flickers on the screen, the 
loop houses are pounding out great 
grosses week after week, This has 
been one of the biggest money sum- 
mers in the history of the loop, with 
only the bonanza-days of the Cen- 
tury of Progress surpassing the coin 
marks of the current season. 

Oriental has come up fast on the 
outside with walloping orchestra and 
stage names, with the result that the 
gross has upped 50% and more over 
April and May. Chicago is riding a 
crest based on combination of top- 
flight pictures and hefty moniker 
personals. s 

Currently Jimmy Dorsey’s orches- 
tra in the Chicago and Paul White- 
man in the Oriental are the answers 
to any question about trade in these 
houses. Biz is terrifico, with turn- 
over being the only problem for the 
managers. 

‘Kings Row,’ “Mrs. Miniver,’ ‘Tiiis 
Above All’ and ‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
are the four hold-overs in the loon, 
and four smash coin collectors. Ab- 
bott and Costello flicker is so strong | 
it is forcing the postponement of) 
‘Pride of Yankees’ for an additional 
week. ‘Miniver’ holds ’em out on the 
sidewalk even on weekdays and 
looks to roll on and on. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) (7th wk). Still 
a winner at $8,000, after having 
snared brilliant $8,900 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Dorsey orch. Mostly the draw of the 
J. Dorsey gang and wow $56,000 is 
in.sight. Last week, Benny Good- 
man did likewise, smashing through 
to $55,100 with ‘Kissed Bride’ (Col). 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Take Letter” (Par) and ‘Mokey’ | 
(M-G) (2d wk), Good for $5,500, | 
after having come up with excellent | 
$7,000 last week. | 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- | 
44-55-65) —Butch Minds Baby’ (U) 
and Paul Whiteman orch. Whiteman | 
is the attraction and turning in big 
$23,000. Last week, Blue Barron orch | 

ushed gross to hot $22,500 with ‘At- 
antic Convoy’ (Col). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-41-65-75) 
—Pardon Sarong’ (U) and ‘Men of 
Texas’ (U) (2d wk). Will go three 
weeks easily and only pressure of 
‘Pride of Yankees’ will shorten its 
stay. Came in with roaring $22,100 
on initial week and will garner $18,- 
000 currently, powerful. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) and ‘Flight 
Lieutenant’ (WB). Fair take in the 
offing at $8,500 currently. Last week, 
‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Annie 
Rooney’ (UA), so-so $9,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 35-55-65- 
75)—'This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Smash coin maker for any theatre, 
zooming to $23,000 currently after 
opening to great $26,700. 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (5th 
wk). Continues amazingly, holding 
to $19,000, after having turned in 
$20,200 last week. 


‘HOLIDAY’, $26,000, | 
SMASH IN NEWARK 











Newark, Aug. 18. | 
‘Holiday Inn’ is blitzing all records | 
at the Paramount and is climbing to | 
a monumental $26,000, heftiest b.o. | 
mark any local house has touched in 
ages. Primed by big press and radio 
campaign, pic got off to terrific start 
and hasn't been headed since. 
Estimates for This Week 
_Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-44-55-60- 
75 —“Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
Blondie Victory’ (Col) (both 2d 
wk). Getting $13,500, all right, after | 


grabbing off powerful $18,000 in 
Opening round. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200: 20-28-39-44- 


50)—‘Beyond Blue. Horizon’ (Par) 
and ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). 
On way to comfortable $3,100. Last 


week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Juke | 
Girl’ (WB), ditto. where 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; | 


85-45-55-60-75) —‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) | 
ena Dudes Aye Pretty People’ (UA). 

limbing to record-breaking $26,000, | 
— ringing up $4,000 opening day | 
+ set new weekday getaway mark. | 
Last week, ‘Husbands Necessary’ | 
Aged: and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) (both 

wk), pretty gocd $10,000. 

Procter’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-44-60- | 

70-85)—* Kong’ 


revivals getting whammo_ $21,000. 


| Miniver’ 
|} cates great $7,500. 


| (20th). 


| $3,000. 


75) — “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ 
‘(M-G) and ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). 
Predominent juve trade sending dual 
to hefty $15,500. Last week, ‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G) and ‘Vanishing Vir- 
ginian’ (M-G), ditto. 


‘Miniver’ 3d Big 
$15,000 as Buff. 
Continues Boffo 


Buffalo, Atg. 18. 
_ Another smacking session is com- 
ing up for the current canto, with 
the tallies soaring to tall takes at 
all cinema centers. 

Vaughn Monroe, at the Buffalo 
with ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie,’ is top for 
the town. ‘Miniver,’ in its third 
frame, is riding for a dandy marker, 
and second rubber of ‘Pride of 
Yankees’ is potent at the Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)—‘Dr. 
Gillespie’ (M-G) and Vaughn Mon- 
roe orch. Plenty of velocity for 
probably over $24,000. Last week, 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and Bob 
Armstrong orch, rosy $23,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-65) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still champ tugger, over $15,000. 
Last week, continued to bust the 
barriers for nearly $20,000. 








Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — 
‘A-Haunting We Go’ (20th) and 


‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). Maybe nice 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagie’ 
(WB) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) (2d 
wk), very nice $7,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 30-44) 
—'Private Buckaroo’ (U) and “Tough 


as Come’ (U). Looks like lofty 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith to 
Washington’ (Col) (reissue) and 


‘Alias Boston Blackie’ (Col), gloomy 
$4,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000: 44-65) 
—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Will pay ‘off dandy $13,000. 
weeks, great $21,000. 





‘SERENADE’ TUNEFUL 


$7,000 IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug, 18. 

‘Miniver’ is continuing its socko 
run at the Fifth Avenue. Town, in 
fact, is flooded with h.o.’s, all doing 
okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
‘800; 30-40-58) ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and “Dr, Broadway’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Expect good $3,200. Last 
week, nifty $3,900. 

Fifth Avenue 
green)) (2,346: 
(M-G) 


(Hamrick-Ever- 
30-40-58) — ‘Mrs. 
(5th wk) Indi- 
Last week, socko 
$10,000. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) (reissues) (2d wk-five days). 
Look for $4,000, okay. Last week, 


$7,800, big. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 30-40-58) — ‘Jackass Mail’ 


(M-G) and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
(20th) (5th wk). Swell $3,100. Last 
week, $3,500, excellent. 

Music Hall (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.200: 30-40-58)—‘Footlight Seren- 
ade’ (20th) and ‘United We Stand’ 
Anticipate $7,000, which 
will be record for house since its 
reopening. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Bug Goes to Town’ 
(Par), very good $5,900. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,600: 30-40-58)—“Lady in Jam’ (U) 
and ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Ex- 
pect big $8,500. Last week, ‘Big 
Shot’ (WB) (2d wk) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO) (ist wk), good $5,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-36- 
58)—Young America’ (20th) and Al 
Pearce unit. Indicate great $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Men of Texas’ (U) and 
Faith Bacon personal, big $9,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 30-40-58)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
(M-G) and Pierre of Plains’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Anticipate okay $4,500 
in five days of h.o. Last week, $10,- 
700, great. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Magnificent 
’ (20th) (2d run). Expect good 
Last week, (30-40-58), ‘Juke 


Vaude Monday and fuesday nights | Girl’ (WB) (4th wk), excellent $3,- 


maping the gross considerably. Last | 
, Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) | 


300. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 


and ‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th), | 20-30 \—'Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘For 


Deny, $18,500, despite lack of marquee 


hypoed bill plenty. 


Usual two nights of vaude | 


Keeps’ (M-G) (3d run). Look for 
big $3.600. Last week, “Tuttles Ta- 
hiti’ (RKO) ard ‘Dangerously We 


State (Loew's) (2.600: 30-40-50-60- | Live’ (WB) (3d run), big $3,400. 


Last } 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 20 
Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 
Capitel—‘The Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 1) 
Criterion — ‘Invisible 
(U) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 
Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 


Dandy’ (WB) (13th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 


Agent’ 


Music Hall—‘Bambi’' (RKO) 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Paramount — ‘Holiday Inn’ 


(Par) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 27) 
Roxy—‘The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 
Strand — ‘The Gay Sisters’ 
(WB) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Week of Aug. 27 


Aster—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (7th week). 

Capitol—‘The Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO) (3d week). 

Glebe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (3d week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (14th week). 

Music Hali—‘Bambi’ (RKO) 
(3d week). 

Paramount — ‘Holiday 
(Par) (4th week). 

Roxy—‘The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(3d week). 

Strand —- ‘The Gay Sisters’ 
(WB) (3d week). 


YANKEF SOCK 
$96,000 IN 
HUB BO. 


Inn 








Boston, Aug. 18. 


There is a slight slip in film biz 
here this week, but most of the bills 


N.Y. Rainy, but B.0.s Happy: Bambi 
Fine $97,000, ‘Piper’ Terrific $79,000, 
‘Sisters -Kaye Swinging Big $54,000 





Despite extremely humid and 
rainy weather, downtown N. Y. de- 
luxers are up in the top brackets 
again this week, with new attrac- 
tions at the Music Hall, Roxy and 
Strand doing particularly well. 


‘Bambi, Walt Disney’s latest car- 
toon feature, is very big at the M. H. 
with close to $97,000, following the 
record-breaking 10-week run of 
‘Miniver.’ Night biz is not as big as 
the ‘Bambi’ mats, but holding well. 
fl pee a second session, and possibly 
third. 

‘Pied Piper,’ brought in a day 
earlier than usual Roxy openings also 
is standout, with a sensational $79,- 
000 in sight, biggest for this theatre | 
in 13 years excepting the first week 
of ‘Alexander's Ragtime Band.’ 

Strand is set for great $54,000, or 
thereabouts, with ‘Gay ‘Sisters’ and 
Sammy Kaye band on stage. ‘Mag- 
nificent Ambersons’ is heading for 
neat $30,000 at the Capitol. 

‘Holiday Inn,’ backed by a sturdy 
stage layout including the Ink Spots 
and Skinnay Ennis band at the Para- 
mount, got an astonishing $78,000 for 
the second week concluded last night 
(Tuesday). Film and show drew 
record $85,000 on initial session. 
Saturday saw the biggest business 
in years. The weekend was credited 
with arouna $30,000, terrific in view 
of rainstorms. 

Strength shown by ‘Pride of 
Yankees’ at the Astor also “is out- 
standing. Holding close to the pre- 
vious week’s pace it’s getting huge 
$26,000 in its fifth stanza at the 
Astor. 

Rivoli theatre reopens for fall 
season with a reserved seat preem, 
Sept. 1, of ‘Wake Island,’ proceeds 
going to the American Red Cross. 
Regular run of picture starts the fol- 
lowing day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (5th wk). Still great, this 
week (5th) being wham $26,000. 
Only slightly ahead of this figure on 
fourth session at $26,500. 

Capite! (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Magnificent Amber- 
sons’ (RKO). Orson Welles’ pro- 
duction is heading for nice $30,000 
and holds. Last week, “Tarzan’s Ad- 
venture’ (M-G), fairly good at $25,- 
000, but stayed only the single week. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 





are holdovers, which caught more 
than their share last week. 
RKO Boston, which got its new 


stage-screen combination down the 
ways with Charlie Barnet’s band 
boosted by Martha Raye, is getting a 


| big play. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-55-65-75) 
—'Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), Martha 
| Raye and Charlie Barnet band. First 
Stage show this season is getting ter- | 
rific $30,000. Last week, ‘Invisible 
Agent’ (U) and ‘One Born Every 
Minute’ (U), $11,500 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 30-44-60)— | 
‘Above All’ (20th) and ‘Happened 
Flatbush’ (20th). In from the Met 


for a third time at bat and comfort- | 
able &t $5,000. Last week, ‘Gentle- | 
men West Point’ (20th) and ‘Night | 
New Orleans’ (Par), $6,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30-44-55- 
60)—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
Right proud $26,000. Last week, | 
$28,000, powerful. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- | 
55-60 )—‘Beyond Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Only new 
doubleheader in town, and lackaday 
at $22,000. Last week, ‘Above All’ 
(20th) and ‘Happened Flatbush’ | 





(20th) (3d wk), lusty $19,000 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 46-65-70) 
|}—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). Still on 
the beam at $25,000. Last week, $33,- 
| 200, a whizz. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,800; 30-44-60) | 
—This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Hap- | 
pened Flatbush’ (20th). Shunted in| 
from Met, and eloquent at $13,000. | 
Last week, ‘Gentlemen West Point’ | 
(20th) and ‘Night New Orleans’ | 
(Par), fine $16,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 40-65-70)— | 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). Wan- | 
ing, but plenty lively $16,000. Last | 
week, $22,400, great. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Smart Alecks’ (Mono) and 
‘Convoy’ (RKO). Good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Bombs Over Burma’ (PRC) 
and ‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col), $4,000. 








Lois Andrews Will Be 
‘Dixie Dugan’ at 20th 


Hollywood. Aug. 18. 

Title role in 20th-Fox production 
of the comic strip character, ‘Dixie | 
Dugan,’ has been assigned to Lois | 
Andrews (Mrs. George Jessel). 
Walter Morosco produces from | 
screenplay by Lee Loeb and Harold | 
| Buchman. 





| wk). 


| Sunday, Monday of present 


| 99 )— Holiday 


| Opening session, ' 
| non-holiday week of pit-band policy. 


55-75)—Invisible Agent’ (U) (3d 
Starts third session today 
(Wednesday) after fine $12,500, or 





better, for second week, on top of 
great $23,000 opening stanza. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- | 
85'—‘Moscow Strikes Back (Art- | 
kino). Heading for big $21,000, or | 


thereabouts, and holds. ‘Eagle 


Squadron’ (U), in ahead, finished 9 


days of sixth week at extremely | 
good $10,000 | 
Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 


' 65-$2.20)—Vankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB) (12th wk). Slipped a bit on | 
this week, doing $9,800 on Saturday, 
(12th) 
session. Last week, ending last Fri- 
day, collected sturdy $20,700 for llth 
stanza, representing a pickup over 
previous week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- | 
65-75)—'Big Street’ (RKO). World 
preem impetus helping this to fine 
$12,500, but does not stay second 
round. Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(2d run) and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ 
(20th) (ist run), fine $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
Inn’ ({F%r) and, on 
stage, Skinnay Ennis, the Ink Spots, 
others (3d wk). Third session starts 
today (Wednesday). Second stanza 
showed little letup from record pace 
of first week and got socko $78,000. 
$85,000, was top 


Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 


llers) (5,945; 44 - 55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘Bambi’ (RKO-Disney) and stage} 
show. Very big at near $97,000 and | 
stays one more week or two. Last | 
| week, ‘Miniver’ (M-G) plus stage 


show, amassed terrific $97,000 in 10th 
weeks, totaling $1,031,000 for record 
run. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 
‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ (20th) (3d 
wk). About $5,000, plenty oke for 
third sesh. Last week, neat $7,000, 
with fine $8,500 on initial stanza. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and stage- 
show (2d wk). Second stanza starts 
today (Wednesday). First week 
rang up sensational $79,000, biggest 
here in 13 years outside of initial | 





| week of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ | 


(20th). On previous week, ‘All| 


000 in six days of second session. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d) 


on stage. 
to picture 


Plenty of draw attributed | 
Stout $28,500 or. near. 


| Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 


| All’ 


| ‘Top Sergeant’ (U) and vaude 


(2d run), Bill Robinson, others, 
fairish $21,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 


99-$1.10)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye band heading stage 
show. Soaring to $54,000 or there- 
abouts, very big and holds. Last 
week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
Charlie Barnet band (@d_ wk), 
copped solid $40,000. 


T. Dorsey-‘Dr. Gillespie’ 
Giant $32,000 in Wash.; 
Miniver’ Sockeroo 306 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

With Tommy Dorsey’s band at the 
Capitol and ‘Mrs. Miniver’ at the 
Palace, half a block away, Loew’s is 
overcrowding F. street. Shirley 
Temple demonstrated strong box 
office pull by cracking the opening 
day’s record at the Columbia, with 
‘Annie Rooney.’ Keith's is still pack- 
ing them in with ‘Pride of the 
Yankees’ on third session 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Calling Dr. .Gillespie’ (M-G) 
plus Tommy Dorsey band on stage. 
House packed with jitterbugs from 
opening show, and towering $32,000 
is in sight. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) with Mitzi Green, Hal LeRoy 
on stage, bang-up $26,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 29-44) 
—Annie Rooney’ (UA). Headed for 
a smashing $7,500, after cracking 
cracked house record opening day. 
Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G), 
robust $6,500. 

Earle (WB) 
‘Big Shot’ 





(2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
(WB) with Ralph Haw. 
kins band heading stage show. Sat- 
isfactory $18,500 through heavy 
soldier patronage. Last week, ‘Gay 
Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk), neat $19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-55-75)— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Clicking for $15,000. Earlier sessions 
were $22.000 and $18,000, tremendous. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600: 28-44) — 


‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Okay 
$7,500 in sight. Last week, ‘All Kissed 
Bride’ (Col.) sizzling $7,800 on 
second run. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). All that the 
house can hold at regular prices, 


with lobby lockouts prevailing from 
early afternoon. Will surpass $30,- 
000, heaviest takings since ‘Gone 
With Wind.’ Last week, “This Above 
(20th). bowed out after third 
week with swell $13,000, making 
$52,000 for 21 days. 


$1 TOO HIGH IN PROV. SA 
‘DANDY,’ 176 2D, NO WOW 


Providence. Aug. 18 
Though ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ is 
a holdover at the Majestic, a break- 
down of the figure shows that the 


| $1.10 price for all seats is too high 
| hereabouts and house is only doing 


average biz. ‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
is big at RKO Albee, 1nd ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver’ is still going strong on its fifth 
downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300: 35-40-55)— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) Pre- 
showing press ballyhoo and ringing- 
in of old-time baseball greats, with 
sports pages giving a hefty play, 
promising spot one of bigvest weeks 
ever with a slugging $19,000. Last 
week. ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) (2d 
wk) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U) (ist wk), 
good $7,000 

Carlton (Fay-Loew ) 
50) Mrs Miniver’ (M-G) (5th 
downtown wk). Still way Ppbove 
average with nifty $4.000 Third 
stanza took in great $5.000 

Fav’s (Indie) (2.6000: 30-40-50)— 
House 
well-balanced bill. which 
should rake in nifty $7.500. Last 
week, ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th) and 
vaude, good $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200: $1.10) — 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Price is too steep for average 
filmgoers despite fact that this is 
Cohan’s home town. Current week 
expecting fairly good $17.000. Onen- 
ing week took ‘n $22.000. which, 
broken down to number of people, 
was only average biz. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 30-40-50)— 
‘Tish’ (M-G) and ‘Sabotave Squad® 
(Col). Looking for average $12.000. 
Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and 


(1.400: 30-40- 


offering a 


| Kissed Bride’ (Col), took good $39,- | ‘Meet Stewarts’ (M-G). nice $16.000, 


Strand (Indie) (2,600: 36-40-50)— 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) and ‘Submarine 
Raider’ (Rep). House his hit its 


lrun) and Bobby Byrne orch, vaude'! stride and is riding along to swell 


$9.000. Last week, ‘Henry and Dizzy’ 
(Par) and ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ 
(Par), hefty $9,000 
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Your theatre is on the front line of the war in September... 
“Salute To Our Heroes” Month must sell a billion dollars in Bonds and Stamps. 
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Pride Yankees’ Hot $31,000, Frisco, 
Leader; ‘Crossroads’ Smash 22156 








San Francisco, Aug. 18. 

The Golden Gate theatre is in the 
chips, with ‘Pride of the Yankees 

lus stage show, climbing to a huge 

31,000. 

The Fox, pacing the straight film- 
ers, is in the groove on Crossroads 
at $22,500. ‘Mrs. Miniver, at the 
Warfield, is still terrific in its fourth 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 

(F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
(M-G) and ‘Affairs « 

ha’ (M-G). Another winner a 
M500, to top straight filmers. Last 
week, ‘Big Sot’ (WB) and ‘Sweater 
Girl’ (Par), $22,500, hefty. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—'Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Smasheroo $31,000, 
second largest gross at this house in 
many moons. Last week, “Affairs 
Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) plus Harry 
James orch on stage, broke all house 
records, with James outfit mainly 
responsible for $40,000, terrific. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; © 5- 
40-55) —All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col) (3d_ wk). 
Third round will get modest $7,200. 
Last week, $11,200, better than 
expectations. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—'Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
‘Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th), Great 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), 
$12,000, disappointing. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Sweater 
Girl’ (Par) (moveover), Holding up 
to $7,500. Last week, “Wings for 
Eagle’ (WB) and ‘United We Stand’ 
(20th) (moveover), $7,000, big. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) —‘Friendly Enemies’ 
(UA) and ‘Alias Boston Biackie’ 
(Col), Clocking $7,000. Last week, 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and “Blondie’s 
Blessed Event’ (Col) (3d wk), $5,200, 
fine. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Still in the big money at $18,000. 
Last week, $20,000, socko. 

Tivoli (Blumenfeld) (1,590; 45-50) 
—Attorney in Carter Case’ (Rep) 
and stage show. About $6,000, Last 
week, ‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and 
stage bill, $5,600, fair. 


N.G. PIX CUT MPLS. B.0.; 
‘GAY SIS’ OKAY $10,000 


Fox ’ 
‘Crossroads 








— as | 


Broadway Gresses 


Estimated Tetal Gress 


(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gress Same Ween 


(Based on 13 theatres) 


DANDY $1400, 
BIG IN LVILLE 


. Louisville, Aug. 18. 
Good percentage of the crowds on 
the streets are khaki clad boys from 
Fort Knox, which now has a popula- 
tion of about 70,000. Quite a swarm 
of these descend on Fourth Avenue 
on week-end leave, and the result is 
busy b.o. traffic at the downtown 
houses. “Yankee Doodle,’ at $1.10 top, 
is keeping the cashiers busy at the 
Mary Anderson. 
Summer opera season at Iroquois 
Amphitheatre closed Sunday (16) 
aiter the most successful six-week 
run in the five-year history of the 
shows. Ringling-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus played a two-day engagernent 
(11-12). 
Estimates for This Week 


Brewn (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1.400; 15-30-40)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Flight L’-utenant’ (Col). 
Moveover iooks like fairish $1,700. 
Last week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) 
and ‘Submarine Raider’ (Col), copped 
good $2,500 on moveover from 
Loew’s State. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—Gal Sal’ (0th) and “Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par). Average $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M- 
= and ‘Broadway’ (U), medium $1,- 
‘ . 











Loew’s Siate (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40 )—“Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘Grand Centrai Murder (M-G). in- 
dications are for usual nice draw by 
Beery, probably $9,000. Last week, 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Flight 
Lieutenan’ (Col), robust $11,000. 

Marie Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—“Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB). Going solo at this house, 
opening Friday night (14) with a 
$1.10 premiere to solid house, and 





Minneapolis, Aug. 18. 

Sudden sharp slump in film quality 
is reflected currently in correspond- 
ing boxofce decline. None of the 
new offerings has been favorably re- 
ceived by the reviewers, ‘Gay Sisters’ 
and ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ both 
taking a lambasting but both doing 
well, especially ‘Sisters.’ 

As a matter of fact, a holdover, 


he ne one! Bile RL Se Oy CP BEE REE, 


downtown, is close to the toWius 

best gross. Another holdover, ‘Fan- 

tasia,’ also is breezing along. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO) (first runs), Heading 
for satisfactory $1,200 in five days. 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Mexi- | 
can Spitfire Sees Ghost’ (RKO), also | 
dual first-runs, open Thursday (23). 
Last week, ‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Girl from Alaska’ (Rep) (ist 
runs), split with ‘Gambling Lady’ 
(WB) and ‘Kennel Murder Case“ 
(WB) (reissues), good $3,000 in nine 
days. 

Century (P-S) (2,600; 30-40-50)— 
*Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). Moveover 
from State still a boxoffice standout. 
great $8.200. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ 





(RKO), big $6,000. 
Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)—‘Pri- | 
vate Buckaroo’ (Uj). Has cast lineup 
calculated to attract younger set that 
favors this house. Despite mixed 
Opinions regarding its merits, should 
hit good $3,200. Last week, ‘Larceny, 
Inc.” (WB), big $3,600. 
_Urpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
Blue Horizon’ (Par). Critics’ pan- | 
nings will hurt this one, but it will 
grab a neat $8,000 despite this. Last 


week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and 
Paul Whiteman (39-44-55), terrific 
$19.000. 


State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50) —‘Gay 
Sisters’ (WB). Heavily advertised 
and Stanwyck a cast name here, but 
bad notices making going heavier 
than anticipated. Reaching for good 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (24 wk), very big $12,500 
ation record-breaking $20,000 first 
reek. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 40-50)—‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par). First nabe show- 
ing and, with admission boosted 15c, 
should reach big $5,000. Last week, 
Invaders’ (Col) (30-4Q), good $3,400. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40- 
50-55)—'Fantasia’ (RKO). Moved 
here from Century. In favorable 
spot and big $3,600 anticipated. Last 
week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). | 
S00d $2,400, making nearly $25,000 | 
for three-week run, : . 





following through with a _ strong 
pace. Matinees are a strong factor 
in the b.o. result, at 75c a head, and 
heavily exploited film is turning on 
the speed to ride to indicated $14,000, 
terrific. Last week ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), 
in return at pop prices, nifty $6,000. 
Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) 
and ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th). Weekend 
biz is made up of 50% soldier trade, 
35 less. tat ecr., drt the 
de th Ph Pete OP xe ET Oe as 
very pleasing. Should connect for 
excellent $8,500. Last week, ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U) (2d wk), fine $9,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40)— ‘Are Husbands Neces- 
sary” (Par) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ 
(Par). Medium $3,000. Last week, 
‘A-Haunting We Go’ (20th) and ‘Pan- 
ther’s Claw’ (PRC), good $4,000: 





‘Sarong’ $3,500, Wraps 
Up Fine Lincoln Take 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 18. 

Theatre biz continues to hit the 
clouds, in spite of the fact it’s vaca- 
tion time in this college town. When 
schoo] starts six weeks hence house 
heads don’t know where they’l) put 
all the customers. 

Ted Weems’ orch played to two 
days of packed houses at the Stuart, 
followed by ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ do- 
ing almost as well. ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade’ is another pleaser. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1 “ 
10-30-44) — ‘Footlight Serenade 
(20th). Figures to snag very good 
$3,900 this week. Last week, ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G), ran three days to 
close 17-day stand. Held up all the 
way to close last half-week with 
$1,500. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-28) —‘A-Haunting Will 
Go’ (20th) and ‘Spy Ship’ (WB). 
So-so $1,000. Last week, ‘Swamp 
Woman’ (Astor) and ‘Born Every 
M‘nute’ (U), poor $900. 

State (Noble-Overman) (986; 10- 
25-30)—Sing Worries Away’ (RKO) 
and ‘Girl, Guy -and Gob’ (RKO). 
of Orark’ ep) and “Frapedy at 
) zark’ ag at 
Midnight’ (Rep), so-so $1,000. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44)—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). 
Looks well on way to excellent 
$3,300. Ted Weems’ orch on stage 
for two days with 55c top, drew 
excellent $3,000 coupled with ‘Hap- 
pened in Flatbush’ (20th). Last 
week, ‘Private Buckaroo’ (U), was 
disappointment at $1,700 in five days. 

Varsity (Noble-Overman) (1,100; 
10-30-44)—‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). 
Not very interesting $2,000. Last 
w2ek, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB), good 
$3,200. 


‘DANDY’ SETS RECORD 
$15,000 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Aug. 18. 

It’s ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ all the 
way in Memphis this week. With 
upped admishes and a terrific ex- 
ploitation campaign, Cagnecy-Cohan 
patriotic coupler, is running wild. 
All house records for grosses at the 
local Warner seem a cinch to 
tumble 

Loew’s State isn’t doing badly with 
‘Footlight Serenade’; Loew’s Palace 
is holding ‘Crossroads’ for a second 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-75-$1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB). Howard 
Waugh had a terrific opening on this 
one, despite town’s usual dislike for 
advanced prices. Might get great 
$15,000. Last week (10-33-44), ‘Gay 
Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk), $4,200, fine. 

Malice (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Pardon Sarong’ (U), held over 
four days, and ‘Are Husbands Nec- 








essary’ (Par), three days. Unusual 
split arrangement looks to fairish 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Pardon Sarong’ 


(U), $11,000, huge, way over expec- 
tations. 

Palace (Loew) (2.000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d wk). Powell- 
Lamarr appeal ought to hold this one 
steady at $3,000. Last week, $7,000, 
a <hty nice. 

State (Loew) (2,600: 10-33-44)— 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). Musical 
going along okay to very good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(2d wk), $3,000, all right. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—“Butch Minds Baby’ (U), three 
days; ‘Frisco Lil’ (U) one day; ‘This 
Gun Hire’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘Not 








‘Yankee Doodle’ to Record $49,000 


For 2 L. A. Spots; 


‘Tales Manhattan’ 





226 1.0. in 3 Houses, Serenade 266 — 


'— 


Key City Grosses 


Wits Wee sons ke0 sss $2,420,600 
(Based on 28 cities, 176 thea- 


tres, chiefiy first runs. mctuding - 
N 


. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Fe ate weer $1,704,300 


(Based on 26 cities, 167 theatres) 


DANDY’ SMASH 
$75,000 IN CLEVE 


Cleveland, Aug. 18. 

‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ is beating 
up the Hipp’s top take of the year, 
although the increased scale (75- 
$1.10) raised some kicks from its 
regular clientele. Circused local 
preem logked like carnival day, and, 
with seven daily performances over 
the smash weekend, it’s banging 
away towards $25,000 mark. 

‘Flight Lieutenant’ plus Ozzie Nel- 
son's orch with Harriet Hilliard, not 
feeling the opposish much, building 
up Palace trade excellently. “Twin 
Beds’ is being kicked in its pajamas, 
but ‘Pride of Yankees’ is holding up 
admirably for Allen. 


Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 35-40-45-55)— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (UA) (d wk). 
Hitting out another two-bagger on 
h.o., swell $11,000, after nabbing 
proud $17,000 in initial stanza. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB), It's 
the highest gate house has ever 
charged and getting some criticism 
for it. Powerful enough to bag in 
neighborhood of $25,000. Last frame, 
‘This Above Ali’ (20th) (d wk), 
extra nice $10,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—This Above All’ (20th). Kicking 
up good $3,000. Last gallop. ~“Ten 
Gentlemen’ (20th) (3d wk), fairish 
$1,400. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) with 
Ozzie Nelson’s orch and Harriet Hil- 
liard. Swinging to swell $27,000 on 
strength of stage show. Last week, 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) with Vaughn 
Monroe's orch, better than $26,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450: 35-40-45-55) 
—Twin Beds’ (UA). In danger of 
sliding below $10,000, ordinary. Last 
week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par), oke $11,- 
500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872: 35-40-45- 
55)—Blue Horizon’ (Par). So-so $4.- 
000. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G), 
fine $7,500. 

















Lady’s Man’ (Col), three days. In- 
dicated good $1,600. Last week, 
‘Blondie Victory’ (Col), three days; 
‘Il Was Framed’ (WB), one day; and 
‘True to Army’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (20th) (2d run), 
$1,500, okay. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘Yankee Doodle,’ Abbott-Costello; ‘Pride Yankees’ and} 





‘Miniver’ Getting Bulk of Top Coin Currently 


‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO), ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) 


‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) and 


tional business for ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) highlight cur- 
|rent reports from ‘Variety’ correspondents in key cities. 
‘Sarong,’ latest Abbott-Costello comedy, is measuring 
up to most optimistic expectations of its first week 
with resounding grosses in several new spots. On its 
second week in Baltimore it is doing smash $16,000 
after going way above forecasts on its initial session. 
It’s fine at $11,000 in Indianapolis, great in its second 
in Memphis and poweriul 


K.C. week, robust h.o. 
$18,000, second Chicago stanza. 


‘Yankee Doodle,’ being tested in several spots out- 
side of N.Y. (where it’s still big on its eleventh week), 
It will hit a record $49,000 in two 
L. A. theatres, also record $20,000 in Memphis, is co- 
lossal at $42,500 in Philadelphia, fairly good at $17,000 
in second Providence week, terrific $14,000 in Louis- 
ville and powerful $25,000 in Cleveland. Running at 
same ievel in other test spots generally. 

‘Pride of Yankees’ also is stacking up to its fine 
showing of previous weeks, appearing in more than 
‘Variety’ ee -< 
si he standout $26,000 for its fifth: wee at the 
—¥ Pad film is doing a smash $31,000 in San Fran- 
visco. with stage show; husky $26,000 in Boston, great 
$24.000 in Baltimore coupled with v 


is uniformly strong. 


eight cities reported by 


in K.C. second sesh, 


week, sock $19,000 in Providence, ci 


aude, nice $7,000 
dandy $13,000 in second Buffale 


lL < _t 
icKINg at 








continued sensa- Cleve. week, 


and Minneapolis. 
‘Holiday Inn’ 


mount in N. Y. 
new 


fairly promising. 


more and great 


in Boston. 


of ‘Top Hat’ 
Brooklyn. 
(both RKO), will 





15G is 


third Washington session and neat $11,000 for second 


‘Miniver’ still is running like an unbeatable colt. It 
is $18,000 in its fourth Frisco week, terrif at $30,000 
in, Washington, nice $16,000 in its third Baltimore sesh, 


strong in third Indianapolis week, $41,000 for two 
Boston spots (third week), $24,000 in third Philly 
week, record in Montreal, $15,000 in third Buffalo 


week, fine on moveovers in Pittsburgh, Providence | 


(Par) is fooling the most optimistic 
forecasters with a tremendous $78,000 at the Para- 
In initial outside date, it is setting a 
house record 
(RKO-Disney) is reaching to close to $97,000 in its 
preem at the vast N.Y. Music Hall. 

‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th), of the newcomers, looks 


of $26,000 in Newark. ‘Bambi’ 


Getting a fine $26,000 in offish L. A. 


in two houses, trim 9G in Portland, $7,000 in Baiti- 


$8,500 in Louisville. ‘Pied Piper’ 


(20th), is getting a superb getaway, currently at the 
N. ¥. Roxy, record $79,000. Also $9,200 in Omaha. 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), teamed with bands, is col- 
lecting a great $27,000 in Cleveland and smash $30,000 
Fairly mild in severai other spots. Reis- 
sues got a nice break during the week, with a revival 
(RKO) 
Reissues of ‘Gunga Din’ and ‘King Kong’ | 


proving profitable $13,000 in 


get $21,000 in Newark, fine. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 

House records at the Warner 
Downtown and Hollywood theatres, 
playing day-and-date, took a beating 
over the weekend when figures 
started rolling in on the first week of 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy.” Whopping 
$49,000 seems assured, with the tariff 
hiked to 75c on matinees and $1.10 
at nights. Picture may stick around 
three weeks at both houses. 

After hitting a tremendous $68,500 
at five theatres day-and-date on the 
firse week, “Tales of Manhattan’ 
racked up a $22,000 at the 
small Four Star plus the Wilshire 
and United Artists in second sessions, 

Trade generally took a slight dip 
over the weekend for no apparent 
reason, though state American Le- 
gion convention may have hurt 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 35- 
44-55-65-75) —‘Miniver’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Holding strong at $8,500 after 
trim $9,500 in third stanza. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034: 33- 
44-55-65-75) — Ghosts’ 
20th). Fairish $10.50 in smenen, 

, airis in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th), 
plenty powerful at $17,000. 

Downto 


Doodle Dandy’ 
. Heading for a smash $25,000. 
Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d 
wk), substantial $9.500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55-65 )—Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th) (24d wk). 
Looks like good $5,000 after first ses- 
sion brought $6.000. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1.100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—Real Glorv’ (UA) (reissue) and 
‘Flying With Music’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Still atttactive at $2,200 after initial 
week of $2,900. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 33-44-55- 
65-75 }—‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB). Ter- 
Tific $24,000. Last week, ‘Gay Sis- 
ters’ (WB) (2d wk), nice $8.500. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2.200: 33-44- 
55-65) — “Yokel Boy’ (Rep). with 
Chico Marx band on stage. An okay 
£15900 in Last week, 
‘Drums Congo’ (U) and ‘Sweater 
Girl (Par), with Yvette Dare top- 
ping vaude, modest $13.500. 

Pantages (2,812; 44-55-65-75)— 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Meet 
Stewarts’ (Col). Will post lukewarm 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
{34d wk) and ‘Blondie Victory’ (Col) 
(ist wk), came through with $7.500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3.596: 33-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par) (2d wk) and ‘Doctor B’way’ 
| (Par) (ist wk). Looks like oke $8.- 
|500. Last week, Husbands’ and 
i ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par) (ist wk), 
fair $13,000. 

Paramount Hollyweoed (F&M) (1,- 
409; 44-55-05-75) — ‘Husbands Neces- 
sary’ (Par) (24 wk) and ‘Doctor 
B’wey’ (Par) (st wk). Moderate 
$5,700 coming up. Last week, ‘Hus- 
bangs: -arrd 
(Par) (1st 
$8.500 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,372: 33- 
44-55-65) — ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). Geared 
at $13,500, so-so. Last week. ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ .(U) (3d wk) and ‘Blondie 
Victory’ (Col) (list week), good 
$10,200. 

State (Loew-WC) 
65-75) — ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) 
and ‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th). 
Should do acceptable $15,500. Last 
week, ‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th), excellent 
$23.000. 

UA (UA-WC) (2.100° 33-44-55-%5) 
—Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Man 
| Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (2d wk). Fine 
$9,000 in sight after bangup $10.500 
for first week 


wk), checked out with 


(2,204; 33-44-55- 





Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55- 
| 65) -Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and 
i*‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th) (2d wk). 
i Very good $8.000 through wicket fol- 


|lowing chunky $12,000 last week. 


‘Tarzan’-‘Jackass’ Nice 
| $14,500 in Dull Jersey C. 


Jersey City, Aug. 18. 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure,’ at 
Loew’s, is pulling big juve trade this 
week and looms as town’s heftiest 
tugger. Biz otherwise varies from 
mediocre to «lain bad. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (3.205: 30-35-40- 
55-60)—"Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Comfort- 
able $14,500. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ 
(M-G) and ‘Vanishing Virginian’ 
(M-G), bright $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500: 30-35-50-60- 
70)—‘Men of Texas’ (U) and ‘Favorite 
Spy’ (RKO). Pointing to average 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB) and ‘Sweater Girl (Par), lusty 
$18,000 


State (Skouras) (2,200; 36-35-55- 
60-70 )—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Through Different Eyes’ (Col). Will 
be lucky to get weakish $11,000. Last 
} week, ‘This Above All’ (20th), dismal 
$10,000 
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Same stars, same director, 
same producer, same wonder- 
ful action as “Maltese Falcon’ 
. .. and the same company, 


| WARNERS! 


Get your dale 20 leday / 
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VARIETY 


‘PICTURE GROSSES 





It's Raming Violets 


in Philly; ‘Dandy’ 


Terrific § $42,500, ‘Tarzan Chesty 96 





vt 


Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

Dripping skies continue here in 
Philly, but the film rialto is doing 
boom town biz. Heaviest gross in 
almost a decade is reported at the 
Boyd, with $42,500 coming up for 
the initial week of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.’ 

Casualty of the week is the Fox, 
which had to close Sunday (16) on 
account of a defective water pipe, 
which flooded the theatre building. 
House, however, reopened yester- 
day (Monday). 

Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (Sablosky,) (600; 35-46- 
57-68-75)—Gone With Wind’ {M-G) 
(2d run) (2d wk). Continuing okay 


for $3,600, after good $4,000 last sesh. 
Boyd (WB) (2,569; 75-1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB). 


Hypoed by -top-notch exploitation 
and advertising and getting superb 
$42,500 at advanced prices. Last 
week, ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) fair $6,000 for four days of 
second week. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) with Jackie 
Cooper, Stan Kenton orch and Three- 
Stooges. Combo good for $24,500. 
Last week, ‘Meet Stewerts’ (Col) 
and Sammy Kaye orch, fine $28.°90. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) (2d wk). Nicked 
by full-day’s closing Sunday due to 
burst water pipe. Six-day take for 
holdover still good at $12,000. 
Opener bangup $21,000, plus $2,000 
for bonus Sunday showing at Earle. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Annie Rooney’ (UA) (2d wk). 


Fairish $4,000. Opener okay 
$5,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d run). 
Getting fair play with $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Above All’ (20th), good 


$5,500 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). Con- 
tinuing bangup biz with $24,000, in 
addition to solid $3,000 for ‘gravy’ 
show at Earle Sunday. Second sesh 
last week was smash $30,000, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G). Fine 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Sabcteur’ (U), 
zingy $7,000 for third sesh, 


Reap’ Harvests Hefty 
$20,000, Best in St. Loo; 
‘| Married Angel’ 1936 


St. Lotis, Aug. 18. 

There is plenty of attractive screen 
fare this week and biz still is on the 
upbeat. Fox has upped its scale 10¢ 
for ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and ‘Night 
in New Orleans’ and is doing socko 
biz to lead the town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,172; 30-40-50) 
— ‘Married An Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Twit Beds’€UA). Nice--epening 
points to a swell $19,500. Crix didn’t 
rave over either. Last week, ‘Tar- 
zan’s New York Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (M-G), 
exceeded estimates for sweet $18,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Postman Didn't Ring’ (20th). Back 
to old admish scale and good $13,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
(U) and ‘United We Stand’ (20th) 
(2d wk), slumped a bit but finished 


at oke $9,500. 
(5,000; 40-50-60)— 








Fox (F&M) 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par). Upped scale 
will enable house to cop $20,000 and 
lead the town. Last week, ‘Pardon 
My Sarong’ (U) and ‘Old California’ 
(Rep), sock weekend biz boosted 
take to $20,000, much better than 
expected. 

Missouri (F&M) 

— ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and ‘Joan 
of Ozark’ (Rep). Good for $7,000, 
Sturdy. Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) 
and ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par), $5,500, just 
above average. 

eet Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘This 
Above All’ (20th). Indicates a $5,000 
take. Good. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ 
$5 ios and ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), solid 
ov, , 


TALES,’ ZOWIE $18,000, 
ON DUAL IN DENVER 


: Denver, Aug. 18. 

Tales of Manhattan,’ coupled with 
‘About Face’ at the Denver, is pack- 
ing em in for a huge take. ‘Tales’ 


will move to Alladin for second 
week 


ek, 
Estimates for This Week 
- Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-60-70)— 
Married Angel’ (M-G), after week 
at Paramount. Good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), fine 
$5,000 after week at Denver. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
50)-— ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), 
week at each Denver and Aladdin. 
Fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Magnificent 








(3,570; 30-40-50) | 


after | 


Ambersons’ (RKO) and ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G), «after week at 
Orpheum, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockiill) (1,750: 30-40- 
50-60)—‘Take Letter’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par) (2d 
pty Fine $8,500. Last week, fine 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘About Face’ (UA). Huge $18,000, 
doubling usual average at house. 
Last week ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U), fine $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-40- 
50-60)—‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Fine $10,000. Last week, big 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
‘York’ (WB) and ‘Was Framed’ 
(WB). Huge $10,000 and holding. 
H.O.’s rarity here. Last week, ‘Old 
California’ (Rep) and ‘Moonlight 
Masquerade’ (Rep) good $6,000. 


‘YANKEES’ PLUS VAUDE 
BIG $24,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 18. 
Plentiful h.o.s are giving a clear 
field to ‘The Pride of the Yankees,’ 
at the combo Hipp, and ‘Footlight 
Serenade,’ at the New. Former, off 


to a sellout $1.10 reserved seat 
preem, is clicking strongly on regu- 
iar run at slightly upped scale. 
Extra good action is also being re- 
orted for second sesh of ‘Pardon 
My Sarong’ at Keith's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-25-40-55-66 ) ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Holding nicely at 
$16,000, after totaling rosy $49,900 
on previous brace. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66-75) ‘Pride 
Yankees’ (RKO) plus vaude. Looks 
like sock $24,000, with second stanza 
in the bag. Last week, ‘Enemy Ellery 
Queen’ (Col) owed it all to p.a. of 
Tommy Dorsey for record-smashing 
$22,800 in six days. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-35-40-55) —‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) 
(24d wk). Smash $16,000 on h.o., after 
wham $19,200 on opening round. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA). Getting 
fairish response at possible $3,500. 





Last week, ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), 
$3,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44) —‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). 


Nicely spotted and cashing in at 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Edgar Allan Poe’ 
(20th), given ‘world premiere’ build- 
up, held modestly to $5,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55) 
—Take Letter’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Maintaining good pace at $8,500, 
after strong $15,900 in opening round. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55)—‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G). 
Getting fairish $3,000. Last week, 
‘Affairs of Martha’ (M-G), $3,800. 


A-C BOND SALES UP PIC 
TO $11,000 IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 18. 

Prospect here is for business on 
slightly higher leveis at most down- 
town houses after two days of rain 
slowed trade last week. Old averages 
no longer seem to hold here, since 
8:45 closing of department stores 
has made Monday night good for 
show biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 30-40- 
55)—Blondie for Victory’ (Col) with 
Blue Barron band, Larry Adler and 








|other acts on stage. 


good $9,700 at 28-44 scale. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 28-33- 


44)—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) and 
‘Tough as Come’ (U). Backed by 
publicity on -current bond tour of 


state, Abbott and Costello film is 
clicking for very satisfactory $11,000. 
Running well ahead of last week’s 
combination, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 
and ‘Different Eyes’ (20th), which 
took $9,000. : 

Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-44)—‘Pris- 
oner of Japan’ (PRC) with unit. 
Pulling ’em in at $4,000 clip on four- 
day run. Last week, four days, 
‘Drums of Congo’ (U) and stage 
unit, got $3,900. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 34-45-55 )— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). Big- 
gest film grosser of season still run- 
ning strong for probable $10,000. 
Could stand another week, but hold- 
over not likely. Take last week, 
$12,700, best in town. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
44)—'This Above All’ (20th) and 
‘Different Eyes’ (20th). Combination 
doing 
over from Indiana. Last week, ‘Fa- 
| vorite Spy’ (20th) and ‘Our 
} Front’ (Artkino), $4,200. 





Russian 


Stage show is| 


big draw, making strong bid for | 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) took 


mediocre $3,500 after move- | 


‘Serenade,’ 9G, ‘Jackass,’ 
$8,800, Nifty in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 18. 

‘Footlight Serenade’ is strong at 

the Paramount this week, and ‘Jack- 

ass Mail’ is pulling crowds to the 

Broadway. 

‘Miniver,’ 
strong. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)}—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Af- 
fairs Martha’ (M-G). Strong $8,800. 
Last week, ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-(;) 
and ‘Calling Gillespie’ (M-G), good 
$8,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
and ‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep), In 
line for nice $5,500. Last week. ‘Old 
California’ (Rep) teamed with Al 
Pearce unit, strong $9,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) and ‘A-Haunting We Wiil Go’ 
(20th) (2d wk). High $7,000, after 
topping the burg with ‘Fly By Night’ 
ade last week for whopping $10,- 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)\—‘Footlight Seren- 
ade’ (20th) and ‘Night in New Or- 
leans’ (Par). Going over for hefty 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB) and ‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par), 
of second week, good 


United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (6th 
wk). Pulling great $5,000. Fifth 
week got big $6,500. 


LAMOUR LURES GOOD 
$8,000 IN ROBUST K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 18. 

Frequent rains and cooler weather 
here this week has not dampened biz 
in the downtown houses. Two hold- 
overs are holding up nicely, ‘Pride of 
the Yankees,’ at Orpheum, and ‘Par- 
don My Sarong,’ at Esquire-Uptown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (820 and 2,- 
043; 11-30-44)—‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U) (2d wk). Still pulling in fine 
style; $6,000. Last week, smash $10,- 
500 in nine days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-30-44) 
—‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Expect nice 
$8,000. Last week, close to $9,000 for 


in sixth stanza, still 








‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G). 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 


30-44)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par). Dor- 
othy Lamour seen bringing $8,000, 
fine. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB), nice $6,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-44-59) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Nice $7,500 after nifty $10,000 in first 
week, : 


Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-30) 
—‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ (20th) 
and ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep) 


plus vaude. Satisfactory $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Little Tokyo’ (20th) and 
‘Hello, Annapolis’ (Col), with vaude, 
brisk $8,000. 





U EXECS ALL OVER MAP 


Flitting Hither and Yon from H’wood 
To London 








While C. D. Prutzman, chief coun- 
sel and vice-president of Universal, 
shoved off for the Coast last Friday 
(14), Nate Blumberg, president, re- 
mained in N. Y. for huddles on dis- 
tribution with Billy Scully, sales 
chief; Joe Seidelman, foreign sales 
chief, and ‘J. Cheever Cowdin, chair- 
man of the board. Blumberg plans 
to leave for Hollywood some time 
this week. 

Scully returned to N. Y. Friday 
(14) from an_ extensive swing 
through principal key cities, while 
Cowdin also came in the same day 
from Washington, where he had ap- 
peared before the Senate finance 
| committee on the 1942 tax bill. Cow- 
din appeared in behalf of the-Com- 
mittee on Government Finance of 
the National Assn. of Manufacturers, 
of which he is chairman. Seidelman 
returned to N. Y. over the weekend 
from London, where he went on 
| business for Universal about three 
weeks ago. 

Prutzman will stay on the Coast 
about 10 days, and then start on his 
vacation in Coloraduv. 








Reaper Reaps Twice 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 

Death struck twice in just a few 
days at the same local theatre last 
week when Joe McLaughlin, stage 
manager at WB’s Harris-Memorial 
theatre in McKeesport and a show 
business veteran of more than 30 
years, passed away just 72 hours 
after his assistant, Walter Atwater, 
in show biz for quarter of a century, 
died. 








Both Fabian downtown deluxers, 
| Paramount and Fox, are garnering 
most of the coin,this stanza. Para- 
mount is in second week. with ‘Big 
Shot’ and ‘Sweetheart of Fleet,’ | 





In addition to being co-workers, 
| both men were close friends and_| 
had been at the Memorial almost} 
since that house opened nearly a 
decade ago. 


Biz Upbeat Continues in Pitt; 


‘Crossroads’, 





£ 
Vv 


‘Miniver,’ $16,000, Setting 
New Record in Mont’l 


Montreal, Aug. 18. 
Turnaway biz at Loew’s for ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ will boost take to record- 


breaking $16,006 and will probably 
hold the pic here until end of sum- 
mer. Balance fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 35-50)— 
‘Wings of Victory’ (Esq). Opened 
yesterday (Monday). Legit house 
dark last week. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). Sight- 
ing nice $5,000, after very good $8,- 
000 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ (RKO). Pointing for okay 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Wing Eagle’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB), $5,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Heading for 
socko $16,000 and long run here. Last 
week, third stanza ‘This Above All’ 
(20th), nice $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-52)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G). Good $4,000 in 
sight. Last week, repeat ‘Big Shot’ 
(WB) and ‘Happened in Flatbush’ 
(WB), okay $3,500. 

Crpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) and ‘Juke 
Box Jenny’ (U). Fair $2,700 in sight. 
Last week, second ‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
and ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) (reis- 
sues), weak $1,800. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Si Reviens’ and ‘Petit 
Jacques.’ Should gross good $4,500. 
Last week, ~-‘Nostalgie’ and ‘Maman 
Colibri,’ good $4,000. 


PIPER,’- $9,200, ‘YORK,’ 
956, GOOD IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Aug. 18. 

‘Pied Piper’ and ‘Private Bucka- 
roo,’ only major new pictures in 
town, are good at the Orpheum, but 
the best record is being set at the 
smaller Brandeis, where ‘Pride of 
the Yankees’ is in its second week 
and still big at advanced prices. 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-35- 
50)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Pri- 
vate Buckaroo’ (U). Fine $9,200. 
Last. week, ‘Footlight Serenade’ 
(20th) and ‘Almost Married’ (U) 
$8,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 15- 
40-55)—‘Pride Yankees (RKO) (2d 
wk). Good $6,500, after tremendous 
$8,500 last week. 

Omaha (Tristates) 
50)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and ‘Gold 
Rush’ (UA). Headed for big $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and 
‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G), $8,300, 
very good. 

Town (Goidberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—Underground Rustlers’ (Mono), 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and ‘Mob 
Town’ (U) (lst run); triple, split 
with ‘Bad Men Hills’ (Col), ‘Gay 
Vagabond’ (Rep) and ‘Back to 
Oklahoma’ (Mono), and ‘Ghost 
Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO). Good $900. 
Last week, ‘Below Border’ (Mono), 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Missis- 
sippi Gambler’ (U), triple, split with 
‘6-Gun Gold’ (RKO) and ‘Arkansas 








(2,000; 11-35- 


Judge’ (Rep), and ‘Dynamite 
Canyon’ (Mono) and ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO), aided by Saturday stage 


show, pretty good $1,000. 


‘Wings Eagle,’ $19,000, 
Rides’ High in B’klyn! 


Brooklyn, Aug. 18. 





while Fox is in initial stanza with 
‘Wings for Eagle’ and ‘Yokel Boy.’ 
RKO Albee is sluggish with ‘Top 
Hat’ arid ‘Real Glory.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Top Hat’ (RKO) and ‘Real Glory’ 
(UA) (reissue). Heading tor flabby 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ 
(UA) and “Tokyo, USA’ (20th), satis- 
factory $16,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Yokel 
Boy’ (Rep). Boxoffice booming; 
$19,009. Last week, ‘Flight Lieuten- 
ant’ (Col) and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), 
snappy $16,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—Tarzan’s Adventure’ (M-G) and 
‘Men of Texas’ (U). Good $17,000 in 
view. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
and ‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA), first- 
rate $18,000. 

Paramount (Favian) (4,126: 30-40- 
50-55 )—Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Sweet- 
eart Fleet’ (Col) (2d wk). Strong 
18,000. Last week, stunning $28,000 





h 
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| 50-65 )}—Gay 


$17,000, ‘Spy’, 286 


Pittsburgh, Aug, 18. 

Sharp pickup in biz is continuing 
this week. Marquee draft of Will- 
iam Powell and Hedy Lamarr is 
helping ‘Crossroads’ at Penn recoup 
from indifferent notices. ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ is doing well enough in 
second week at Fulton to insure a 
third, and ‘Mrs. Miniver’ is cracking 
open Warner for one of its best 
stanzas in some time after playing 
three big weeks at the Penn. 

Only Harris and Senator aren't 
sharing in general prosperity. ‘In- 
visible Agent,’ at former house, is a 
weakie and twinner of ‘Ellery Queen 
Meets Enemy Agent’ and ‘Drums of 
Congo’ will barely pay the rent at 
latter. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 35-44-66)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2d wk). 
Should have no trouble banging out 
okay $7,500 on h.o. Opening session, 
swell $13,000, exceptional consider- 
ing the heat and fact that this spot 
isn't air-cooled. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Invisible Agent’ (U). Maybe $6,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Men of Texas 
(U), surprisingly good at $7,500. 

Penn .(Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—“Crossroads’ (M-G). Nobody’s 
going to complain much at okay $17,- 
500. Last week, third of ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver’ (M-G), fine $18,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55—‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB) (2d wk). Second week 
here, after week at Warner. Ex- 
pected $2,200 is at least a few hun- 
dred better than a first-run twinner 
averages here. Last week, around 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55— 





‘Drums Congo’ (U) and ‘Queen 
Meets Agent’ (Col). Will have to 
hurry to get $2,000, poor. Last 


week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), on 
moveover from Harris, allright at 
$3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and Horace 
Heidt. Kay Kyser in the picture 
and house should chalk up $28,000 
at least, fine. Last week, Ozzie Nel- 
son-Harriet Hilliard and ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G), profitable $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-44-66)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). Brought here 
after three big weeks at Penn and 
smasheroo still has plenty of stuff 
left to get at least $10,000, hefty, on 
present session, which will roll pic- 
ture’s first-run gross to around $66,- 
000 so far. Last week ‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) and ‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G), 
surprisingly good $6,000. 


‘Eagle Squadron’ Huge 
$32,000, Tops Detroit; 
‘Gay Sis’ Bangup 256 


Detroit, Aug. 18. 
Business is continuing at a high 
peak currently, with ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron’ topping a dual at the Fox, way 
out in lead with rousing $32,000, and 


approximately $11,000 ahead of last 
week's take. ‘Gay Sisters’ also is 
doing strong business at the Michi- 
gan while ‘Miniver’ is keeping close 
to the record pace of the first week, 
popular prices, at the United Artists 
for its second session. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adam (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Sabo- 
tage Squad’ (Col). Looks like fair 
$7,000. Last week. ‘This Above All’ 
(20th) and ‘Mad Martindales’ (20th), 
hefty $8,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
—Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘A- 
Haunting Will Go’ (20th). Very 
strong $32,000 in sight, way ahead 
of last week’s total, and probably 
holds. Last week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ 
(Col) and ‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col), 
fairly good $21,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
Sisters’ (WB) and 
‘True to Army’ (Par). Sock $25,- 
000. Last week, ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary’ (Par) and Horace Heidt- 
Frankie Carle band, rugged $46,000, 
considerably higher than estimates. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 50-65) —Blue Horizon’ (Par) 








(4,000; 


and ‘Mr. V’ (UA) (2d wk). Trim 
$8,000 after oke $10,000 in first 
session. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000: 50-65)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Smash $25,000, following ter- 
rific $27,000 on first stanza. Open- 
ing week even topped optimistic 
forecast. 





Johnson’s Two-Ply’er 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
Nunnally Johnson draws a double 
chore as producer and film play- 
wright on the Helen Deutsch war 
story, ‘The Last Best Hope.’ 
Production starts at 20th-Fox as 
soon as Johnson winds up his prese- 


lent job on ‘The Moon Is Down.’ 
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Frivolous Press-Agentry Toned 
Down As Guile Succeeds Where Gall 


Fails:-Mass Rhetoric Gone Forever 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

It seems that, since the morning 
of Dec. 7, 1941, drastic and withal 
valid and perhaps needful changes 
have set in with the once frivolous 
and haphazard profession cf studio 
press-agentry or flackery—the lat- 
te: being a beautifully descriptive 
sound, as of an empty bag heating 
its head against nothing. This dis- 
tinguished craft had changed and, in 
fact, is still changing so fast that 
some old, broken down flack—who, 
say, fell out of work four weeks 
ago—might conceivably return to 
find no visual liaison with the gold- 
en, mellow blur that suffused his 
halcyon past. 

Anyhow, that would be possible 
with some studios, which were a 
little backward in catching up with 
the general trend toward a ‘special- 
ized’ and ‘personalized’ market even 
before war priorities and streamlined 
newspapers made this _ inevitable. 
Now, of course, they’re all going about 
their flacking on pretty much the 
above basis, with this general ef- 
fect: 

The day of mass production in 
eral, typographical and _ optical 
rhetoric is gone, probably not to re- 
turn, 

The publicity approach now is 
with the rapier instead of the 
bludgeon; with the quick, artful 
thrust at a given and selected tar- 
get; with guile instead of gall. A 
hundred or so men no longer sit 
down and glibly dash off so many 
lines of given droll of vast similar- 
ity on much the same subject. 

That way, a great deal of am- 
munition was wasted; likewise 
money, even including 2c stamps. 
They used to operate like a dam- 
phool hunter who stands off from 
the forest and blazes away on the 
theory that he’s bound to hit some- | 
thing, if only leaves. Today, they’re 
ali sharpshooters, first stalking the 
quarry and then letting him have 
it right in the slack of his lap, a 
posture favored by many journal- 
ists. 

In effect, they’re gone from the 
lavish to the McTavish (or from 
botch to Scotch) in one easy, home- 
spun lesson. 

The Favored 9@ 


At Metro, as an instance, it’s rec- 
ognized that there are only about 90 
big, worthwhile newspapers in the 
country, and they study these very 
narrowly from a distance and ply 
them with personal visits, seekifig 
out their individual wants. Certain 
key papers, which get individualized 
stories and pictures, and the syndi- 
cates are blandished with attention 


photos there, meantime, has come 
down from 16x 20 to 8x 10. 


Mixing Up the Approach 


Of course, while the objective is 
the same, the approach varies ac- 
cording to the whims of individual 
department heads. Warners prints 
are now down to 8 x 19, with the ll x 
14’s being completely discontinued as 
soon as advance orders on them are 
filled. But Metro still likes the old 
size when it feels a client is entitled 
to especial consideration, and, when 
they really want to con the guy into 
a state of mind, they even mount the 
danged thing. 

But, in general, the tretid is away 
from ostentation, except as an occa- 
sional gesture. Columbia, for exam- 
ple, has instituted what it fondly re- 
fers to as the ‘tailor-made’ treatment, 
which means tightening color and 
lab stuff down to its merit; shorten- 
ing stories and so acutely trimming 
client lists that it feels able to cater 
to persona] demands. 

Warners says it has been doing 
this latter for upward of four years, 
not only eliminating many unneces- 
sary names, but now insisting that 
new requests for mailing privileges 
be certified. : 

That is the real proof of how far 
Hollywood publicity is going with its 
retrenchment. It’s even cutting down 
on the phonies. 


VINSON HEADS COAST 
RKO ADV. BALLY SETUP 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


New Coast section of RKO’s ad- 
vertising and exploitation depart- 
ment went into operation here yes- 
terday (Mon.) with Elliston Vinson 
in charge under general supervision 
of Perry Lieber, publicity director. 
Functions of the new staff will be 
coordinated with those of the home 
office in New York. 

Under the new setup Vinson will 
prepare advertising and exploiting 
drives, based on the ideas of Charles 
W. Koerner, v.p. of RKO in charge 
of the studio. Milt Howe, head 
planter under the old regime, was 
upped to studio publicity manager, 
taking over part of the chores for- 
merly handled by Vinson. 











Kalmenson Back East, 
Mort Blumenstock Due 


Ben Kalmenson, Warner Bros. 
sales chief, returned from the Coast 
over the weekend following con- 
ferences with studio officials. He 
also attended the company’s regional 
sales session in San Francisco. 

Mort Blumenstock, head of east- 
ern ad-publicity, is staying at the 
studio for talks with S. Charles 
Einfeld, director of advertising and 
publicity. Probably will return by 
the end of this week. 


ANYWAY, ITS OK 
PUBLICITY FOR 
COLUMBIA 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Columbia Pictures has been show- 
ing ‘Talk of the Town’ to legal 
groups in Washington, preliminary 
to its premiere at the Earle, Aug. 
21. Barristers have become critics. 
They don’t like the fact that Ronald 
Colman, as an Associate Justice of 
the U. S. Supreme Court, is turned 
down by the girl Jean Arthur) 
who chooses Cary Grant, without a 
job and prospects. Legal fraternity 
thinks it nonsense for any girl to 
reject a Supreme Court Justice with 
ali the social position, financial se- 
curity and eminence of a top rank- 
ing jurist. They think Columbia 
should remake the ending with the 
orange blossoms going to Colman. 
Frank La Falce, Warner Bros. pub- 
licist, replies that love does strange 
things. 

Incidentally, Ronald Colman’s 
speech on the majesty of the law 
and its application is being dis- 
tributed to Washington law students. 
Disciples of Blackstone had nothing 
but praise over the way director 
George Stevens handled the Su- 
preme Court sequences, both for ac- 
curacy and technical details. 


Hollywood Pours Out 
$6,000,000 in Bonds To 
Top N. Y. ‘Dandy’ Preem 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
It was a photo finish but Holly- 
wood beat New York in the coast vs. 
coast Bond Selling Derby entitled 


‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ When 
Charles Einfeld pulled it on Broad- 

















Par Exploiteers Hot | 
On “Wake Is.’ Campaign; 


Following the completion of Para- 
mount’s one-day confab on national | 


| 
j 
' 





seven days in every week. 

The rest get run-of-the-mill stuff, 
but the mailing list is not as large 
as it was, because Metro now queries 
many clients via postcard about the 
service, and, if no reply is forthcom- 
ing, the guy is read right out of the 
party 

At Paramount it has been discov- 
ered that papers in towns of 60,000 to 
75,000 circulation are unlikely to 
maintain engraving plants, because 
of the shortage of metal. So the 
caper now is to keep the stills on the 
publicity desk and, in many cases 
make mats of the best available sub- 
jects. 

Moreover, the daily ‘spot news’ 
letter there has been dropped, with 
the realization that the boys many 
times were ‘stretching’ for stories: 
result is a weekly letter, summariz- 
ing developments. The client list has 
been pared, nay, amputated. It used 
to be 800-odd. It’s now 150, reduced 
to a legitimate, fundamental, busi- 


nesslike minimum. And the number | yesterday, which brought exploiteers 


of photo prints made on the lot have 
been cut by as much as 50%, with 
these featuring blow-ups intsead of 
the continuity stuff that Life and 
Look for a time made popular. 
Metro, Warners and RKO made 
quite a point of finding out what may 
be on the key clients’ minds by send- 
ing out field men for contact pur- 
poses every six months. At Univer- 
sal, it’s now said that, following an 
intensive survey, while news space 
has been curtailed everywhere, the 
cut has been proportionate threugh 
all parts of.the paper, leaving the 
drama page fairly open. Open, how- 
ever, for pictures, more than for 
type. Publicity stories of any length 
gZ0 out from the Universal lot only 
to about 20 papers. The size of 


;}Gillham announced yesterday (Tues- 


handling of ‘Wake Island,’ Robert 





iday) that additional sessions will be 
iheld in the future by Paramount 
jtheatre ad executives and the Par 
jexploitation staff Pattern of the 
|New York huddle will be followed 
at these meetings. 

From 40 to 60 prelim dates are |! 
| being set up on “Wake Island,’ with 
| present indications that a separate 
|}campaign will be arranged for each. 
|The N. Y. meeting, which was at- 
itended by some 50 reps of various 
|Para sount subsid theatre circuits 
jand homeoffice staff members, 
iframed a thorough analysis of all 
|merchandising channels for the 
preem of the picture at the Rivoli 
| theatre, N. Y., Sept. 1. The whole- 
hearted cooperation extended by the 
| U. S. Marines, the Marine Corps 
il ague and the American Red Cross 
| marked initial discussions. Alec 
| Moss p-esided at a general session 
\0f Par field exploitation men in N. Y. 


hers from virtually every part of 
tLe U. S. 


No Need for Banko Now 


Hamilton, O., Aug. 18. 

The Paramount, largest of the 
three Northio units, which has con- 
ducted Sweenstakes continuously 
since April, 1937, without having 
missed a single week, thereby €es- 
tablishing what is considered a rec- 
ord, now has discontinued the game, 
which it is felt has run its course. 

The Rialto, another Northio unit, 











way it was the biggest thing ever 
preemed in that terrain, piling up 
a total of $5,570,000. That’s it, the 


smart guys said, and nothing like it 
will ever happen again. 

Hollywood is the birthplace of the 
picture preem, so Uncle Sam fig- 
ured it might be a good idea to pull 
one in its old home town. Arthur 
Ungar ,editor of ‘Daily Variety,’ was 
picked as coordinator of the Bond 
drive, and coordinated the Holly- 
wood preem in front with $5,800,000 
in early returns and several scat- 


jtering precincts to be heard from, 


which wiii fetch the total up close 
to $6,000,000, a new world’s record 
on any bond selling track. 

Warners’ Hollywood theatre was 
scaled from $25 to $25,000; idea was 
that anyone could contribute to the 
building of three 10,500-ton Liberty 
ships by the California Ship Build- 
ing Corp. 


‘Pied Piper’ Leads L. A. 
To Another Quin Preem 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Five-theatre showings of impor- 
tant pictures have struck a vogue 
in Los Angeles and a third such 
day-dating has been set for ‘Pied 
Piper,’ by Charles Skouras, prez of 
National Theatres, for Sept. 3. With 
dimout regulations operative, upped 
scale premiere will be held night 


before at the Chinese and the pro- 
ceeds donated to Naval Aid Aux- 
iliary. 


Parade of quintuplet showings 
started with ‘Mrs. Miniver’ and fol- 
lowed soon after by “Tales of Man- 
hattan.’ Same arrangement has been 
made for ‘Piper,’ with the picture to 
hold over at United Artists, Wil- 





likewise has’ discontinued bank 
night, in operation at that house for 
a number of years. 





j first 


|shire and Four Star after teaming 
jup with Chinese and State on the 
week's run, 





Field and Woolcott Named to CSC; 
Other Theatres and Exchanges 





Minneapolis, Aug. 18. 

As representatives on the Central 
States Conference, newly organized 
coordinating body for six state inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ organizations in 
this section, the Iowa association has 
named Harold Field and Leo Wool- 
cott, circuit owners. South Dakota’s 
unit will be represented by A. P. 
Sorenson, Chamberlain, 
Peterson, Rapid City. Wisconsin and 
Minnesota-North Dakota have not 
yet chosen their delegates. 

The Conference will aim to pre- 
sent a more united and more power- 
ful front for the territory’s inde- 
pendent exhibitors in the fight for 
lower film rentals, in opposition to 
percentage, elimination of alleged 
unfair trade practices and for the 
protection generally of independents’ 
interests, it had been announced. 





Snider in Coast Guard 
Portland, Me., Aug. 18. 

Ralph Snider of Boston, owner of 
the Strand, Empire and Cinema 
here, is now Chief Bos’n’s Mate 
Snider of the U. S. Coast Guard. 
Turned over his yacht to the Coast 
Guard for the duration and will 
serve as C.P.O. aboard it sans pay. 

George Cronin, manager of the 
RES de luxer Strand here for the 
past year, transferred to the Em- 
pire, Providence. Shift explained 
due to acute manpower shortage in 
R. L; also hint of a D.M.’s job there 
in the offing. 





Intersiate’s Shifts 
San Antonio, Aug. 18. 


E. E. Collins, city manager for In- 
terstate, announces several promo- 
tions and changes in personnel at 
the local houses caused by key men 
inducted into the armed forces. 

At the Majestic, ace Interstate 
downtown house, finds Robert 
Neison, assistant manager and John 
T. Floore, manager soon to be in- 
ducted into the Army. Weldon Par- 
son of Houston succeeds Filoore. 
James Herman Sollack pxomoted 
from assistant of the State to man- 
age the Highland, replacing Norman 
Schwartz off to the Army. Lionel 
Stiglets made treasurer of the State 
while Beulah Greene named assist- 
ant manager. J. E. Reynolds new 
manager of Fort Sam Housten; Mary 
Grimes named assistant of the 
Prince. 

Call has gone out for usherettes 
to replace ushers at the Aztec. 





Rialte a Recruiting Station 
Dallas, Aug. 18. 

The Rialto theatre here is now a 
Navy recruiting sub-station. Man- 
ager Louis Charninsky has been 
made co-chairmen for the ‘Navy 
Call to the Colors Drive’ in north 
Texas. The booth practically 
erected in the on the main thour- 
afare and in the lobby is manned by 
a naval petty officer. An average 
of 25 to 30 young men enlist a day. 
During the first week a total of 104 
men signed for service. 





Joins the Opposition 
Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 18. 

Ted Krohn, for three years asso- 
ciated with the Lincoln Theatre 
Corp., was hired by the opposition 
Westland Co. as manager of the 
State, succeeding Dean Davis. Davis 
left to join the Army. 





Strictly for the Workers 
Oakland, Cal., Aug. 18. 
Leo Carrillo, Jane Frazee, Donald 
O’Connor and Grace McDonald are 
announced as Hollywood visitors for 
the opening of the Times theatre 


in Alameda, newest link in the 
growing Robert L. Lippert chain. 
The house, formerly the Regent, 


will be operated on schedule to suit 
the convenience of the thousands of 
defense workers in Alameda yards. 
Jack Lykes’ New Post 
Toledo, Aug. 18. 

Jack Lykes, manager of Loew’s 
Valentine and Esquire, Toledo, for 
the past two years, resigned to join 
Associated Theaters, Inc., which 
operates the Colony, de luxe neigh- 
borhood house in Toledo. He will 
manage the Colony, succeeding 
George Aylesworth, transferred to 


‘the Imperial, Cleveland. Formerly 


manager of Loew’s Stillman, Cleve- 
land, for eight years, Lykes is chair- 
man of the theatre group Civilian 
Defense Committee in Toledo and 
county co-chairman for war bond 
and stamp sales in theatres. 





Sherbine’s Takeover 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 

Palace theatre at South Fork trans- 
ferred from Mrs. Marjorie Crissey 
to George P. Sherbine, newcomer in 
exhibition. 

Larry Leonardi, of WB theatre 
booking office, upped io manager of 
poster department, a post he held 
once before a couple of years ago. 

Sgt. Pat Mullen, former assistant 
manager of Capito] and Hilltop thea- 
tres, home on a 15-day furlough 


and Leo 


Came back with a Pearl Harbor 
wound stripe, having suffered 
shrapnel injuries in his wrist and 
arm on Dec. 7. Mullen enlisted in 
the Army nearly two years ago. 

John Kalistein, one time manager 
of Harris-Perry, has joined Republic 
exchange staff as assistant booker, 
replacing Ruzz Zebra, recently 
upped to chief booker’s berth when 
Joe Daugherty resigned to take de- 
fense industry job. 

Jack Malafsky, of Warner booking 
department, resigned Saturday (15) 
to become manager ef Manor theatre 
in Wilmington, N., C. 

Max Schaffel, ex-Beaver exhib, 
and Edward H. Goldberg, former 
Brushton | theatre owner, formed 
partnership here for manufacture of 
oxide and expect to be turning out 
10 tons of it daily within the next 
two months, 





Woodward te Shea 
Zanesville, O., Aug. 18. 
John T. Woodward, publicity and 
advertising manager of the Zanes- 
ville Theaters, Inc., Zanesville, O., 
has become manager of the Midland 
and Audiiorium theatres at Newark, 
O., operated by the Shea interests. 





R. & R’s Newest 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 18. 
Robb & Rowley’s fourth McAlester, 
Okla. theatre now under con- 
struction, will be known as the Star, 
seat 400, to be opened about Sept. 1. 





_ Meinberg Now Asst. Mer. 
_ Newark, Aug. 18. 
Murray Weinberg, formerly treas- 
urer Branford, upped to assistant 
manager. Leo Goldman, who tak 
over as treasurer, was assistan 
manager of Savoy, nabe house. 





Karl Howe Upped 
Karl Howe, formerly salesman at 
Kansas City, has been named branch 
manager at Omaha by Robert Moch- 
rie, RKO sales chief. Howe replaces 
C. W. Allen, recently resigned. 


PAR GETS 2D B’WAY 
SHOWCASE VIA RIVOLI 


Paramount Pictures obtained what 
virtually amounts to a new Broad- 
way showcase for its product 
through a pact signatured Wednes- 
day (12) by United Artists Theatre 
circuit and Par in the operation 
of the Rivoli theatre. Agreement 
for a term of years gives Para- 
mount Pictures participation in the 
house’s operation. UA circuit will 
continue to manage the theatre, but 
in conjunction with a committee 
composed of two representatives of 
each company, George Skouras and 
Williatn_.P. Phillips for the theatre 
circuit, and Leon D. Netter and 
Robert M. Weitman fo? Paramount. 

Deal gives Paramount first call 
on product going into Rivoli, though 
the anriounced future policy is for 
playing Par and other product long- 
run, 

‘Wake Island’ set to reopen the 
Rivoli, Sept. 2, for the fall season, 
will be first Par film under the new 








deal to play the house. Rivoli is 
undergoing elaborate refurnishing 
and redecorating under the new 


management plan. 


Deane Elected Editor 
Of Publicist Service 


Albert Deane, Paramount’s foreign 
ad-publicity director, was elected 
editor of the International Film Re- 
lations Committee feature service at 
a meeting held Monday (17) at the 
Hays office. He succeeds David 
Blum, Metro foreign secretary and 
ac-publicity chief, under the com- 
mittee’s arrangement of rotating 
editors. Most of session was oc- 
cupied in talking over various stories 
the IFRC committee members have in 
preparation for the Office of War 
Information. The IFRC consists of 
all foreign ad-publicity managers of 
U. S. major companies. 

Progress was reported on the new 
radio project being framed in co- 
operation with the radio division of 
the Inter-American Affairs com- 
mittee, Fortunat Baronat, of Uni- 
versal, and John Agell, of Colum- 
bia, citing strides taken. Carl Mil- 
lien, acting foreign manager for 
the Hays office, told the IFRC about 
the War Department cooperation in 
iskipping films to Puerto Rico. 
|IFRC will not meet again until 











from Camp Douglas, Salt Lake City. | Sept. 14. 
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MR. GABLE AND MISS TURNER 
ARE KISSING AGAIN: 


And pulses are popping in =) 
And lovers are sighing in =) 
And turnstiles are turning in = 
And money is flowing in. ——_ 
So watch those test runs in = 


























‘Baltimore, Norfolk, Rich- 
mond, Wilmington, Harris- 
burg, Réading, Dayton, 
Atlanta, New Orleans 


“SOMEWHERE ILL FIND YOU 


is a New Season Hit from 


Metro-GOLDMINE-Mayer! 











LOOPS TCR I 





alee: nekmeablseiiigtedins) sate iat 


| 
| oe 
a3 
i 











PAE TY OEE 


a ee 
eee 





16 


INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 


8 &t. 


Martin’s 


Place, Trafalgar Square 





Soviet Maintains Some Semblance 
Of Large-Scale Picture Production 
Despite War; Newsreels Big Factor 





r 
vei 


Regardless of what they have to 
do without in wartime, the Russians 
are not cutting down much on film 
production, from accounts reaching 
the U. S. Newsreels in particular 
are officially regerded as ranking in 
importance with newspapers, with 
result that there has been an ex- 
pansion in this branch of production. 
Reels are now produced weekly in- 
stead of every two weeks and pro- 
duction of special features based on 
the headlines, such as ‘Moscow 
Strikes Back’, has been increased. 

Sharpest contra t between Ameri- 
can and Soviet approach to photo- 
graphic coverage of the war is that 
picture men are treated as war cor- 
respondents there instead of official 
representatives charged with the 
duty of filling Government archives 
with celluloid records, Soviets have 
over 100 !ensers, all of a war cor- 
respondent status, in the front lines 
who are shortly to produce a film 
entitled ‘A Day At War’, which will 
provide a complete record of war- 
fare in combat zones from the White 
Sea to the black Sea. 

Soviet film production, meantime, 
has been shifted entirely into Asiatic 
Russia, east of the Urals (newsreels 
excepted), with result that the flow 
of product destined for the Ameri- 
can market remains unimpeded al- 
though total Russian feature pro- 
duction has been cut approximately 
50% since the outbreak of the Russo- 
German war. 

Military requirements have taken 
about 50% of the film industry work- 
ers in Russia, but thi year’s releases 
in the U. S. will number approxi- 
mately the same as in previous sea- 
sons. Due here shortly are five new 
Russian films entitled, ‘Defense of 
Tzaritsin’, (now Stalingrad), ‘Siege 
of Leningrad’, ‘Seamen of the Black 
Sea’ (dealing with the defense of 
Sevastopol), ‘Swineherd and_ the 
Shepherd’ and ‘Masenka’. 

Introduction of 16 mm. film, an in- 
n--ation for the Reds, has made 
possible regular screenings for Rus- 
sian troops all along the front lines. 
Enemy prisoners are also »ermit- 
ted to attend showings. 

Soviets have their own raw stock 
and equipment manufacturing plants, 
including those producing projectors 
—all beyond easy reach of Nazi 
bombers. According to one of the 
Russian studio workers writing to 
a relative in the U. S., earthquakes 
instead of bombs occasionally dis- 
turb the quiet countryside. 

The Mosfilm and Lenfilm studios 
have been moved respectively from 
Moscow and Leningrad to Alma- 


Ata .nd Kazakhstan. The Kiev stu- 
dios are now in Tashkent, Uzbe- 
kistan. 





Vichy Blackout on U. S. 
Pix Fails to Stir Yanks; 
No Biz There Anyway 


Forthcoming blackout of Unoccu- 
pied France to American films, an- 
nounced last week to become fully 
effective recently, will have little 
effect on total foreign business of 
U. S. distributors because such biz is 
rated infinitesimal. No new product 
has gone into this market for about 
two years, many distribs in France 
playing pictures several years old. 

American distributors have been 
able to get small sums of money out 
of Vichy France from time to time 
but several are reputed to have sev- 
eral million francs tied up there now. 
Value of the franc currently means 
this will not run beyond $300,000. 
Revenue from this part of France is 
small even in normal times, and now 
(with oldie subjects) is reported to 
be running at the rate of less than 
$800,000 per year for the eight U. S. 
major companies. 

By the Vichy order, some pictures 
will be pulled out of circulation on 
Sept. 30, another batch on Nov. 15 
and the last on Dec. 31. 

Other development last week from 
the warfront area was the arrival in 
Australia of a batch of lost prints. 
These included some 10-12 features, 
destined for ‘Tava and Indo-China, 
which were apparently lost when 
Japan declared war. Because most of 
the prints bore Dutch and French- 
superimposed titles, about the only 
thing that can be done with the re- 
covered prints is to melt them down 

for future productions in Arzac 
vrinting laboratories. 





Lourie Wins Reversal 
In So. Africa Conviction 


Cape Town, July 20. 


The appeal of Norman Lourie, di- 
rector of Alexander Films (So. Afri- 
ca), Ltd., against his conviction and 
sentence for theft of film equipment 
and being an accessory to theft by 
others, has resulted in the High 
Court at Pretoria setting aside the 
conviction. 


William Boxer, managing director 
of Alexander Films, who was also 
convicted on the same charges, was 
successful in his appeal against theft, 
but his appeal against the second 
count was dismissed. The sentence 
of four months’ imprisonment on the 
latter was confirmed. Boxer applied 
for appeal to Appellate Division. 
Boxer’s appeal against the fine of 25 
pounds (about $75) on the first count 
was granted, but the 50 pounds fine 
on the second count was confirmed. 


CONFERENCE ON 
U. S. FILMS IN 
MOSCOW 


VOKS, the USSR’s Society for 
Cultural Relations with Foreign 
Countries, will sponsor a conference 
on ‘American Films’ in Moscow on 
Aug. 21-22. Confab will be run by 
the Committee on Cinematography, 
with topline Soviet producers, direc- 
tors and performers reading papers 
on the subject, an exhibit of Holly- 
wood stills and portraits, and the 
screening of two or three unidenti- 
fied American films which were 
probably obtained via the U. S. Em- 
bassy. 

Since all stich governmental spon- 
sored discussions get splash pickups 
in the Soviet papers, the confab car- 
ries definite propaganda values to 
the Russians in that it will give the 
masses something new and pleasant 
to discuss. And since only four US. 
pix were released in USSR last year 
(‘Champagne Waltz’ and ‘Give Me 
This Night' from Par; Metro’s ‘Great 
Waltz,’ and ‘Three Musketeers’ from 
20th-Fox), and all of these were 
musicals, the conference will widen 
the proletarian savvy of things 
American, 

Among the Russo film leaders who 
will discuss Yankee pictures are a 
few known to Hollywood. These in- 
clude Zoya Fyodorova, who did the 
feminine lead in ‘Girl from Lenin- 
grad’; Serge Eisenstein, director of 
‘Alexander Nevsky’ and author of a 
book of film technique just published 
by Harcourt Brace titled "The Film 
Sense’; V. I. Pudovkin, director of 
‘Storm Over Asia’; Alexander Dov- 
zhenko, producer of ‘Arsenal,’ and 
Ilya Ehrenburg, who will read a 








paper on Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The 
Great Dictator.’ 
Despite the lack of U. S. pix for 


general release, the Soviet film execs 
keep posted on foreign films via the 
respective embassies, which bring in 
pictures for their own entertainment 
and often make them available for 
Soviet edification at private shows. 


Senator Abe Nabbed 


Washington, Aug. 18. 
Apprehension by the Army of Ha- 
waiian Senator Sanji Abe for illegal 
possession of a Japanese flag last 
week brought démands the War De- 
partment investigate his past asso- 


ciation with Nipponese officials and 
find out about his activities as Japa- 
nese propaganda film agent in Ha- 
waii. Call for the probe, which ac- 
companied congratulations for Lieut. 
Gen. Delos C. Emmons, military gov- 
ernor of Hawaii, was made by Kilsoo 
K. Haan, head of the Sino-Korean 
Peoples’ League and author of re- 
peated warnings about Japanese es- 
pionage and ~military scheming 
against this country. 

‘Senator Abe was for years asso- 
ciated with the Japanese Consulate 
agents in Hawaii as Japanese propa- 
ganda moving picture film exchange 
agent. This fact alone should make 
the officials check his past associa- 
tion with Jap officials, Haan de- 
clared. 

Abe was arrested Aug. 2, and holds 
dual citizenship in both countries. 


British Problems Call 
American Foreign Film 
Mgrs.; Lawrence Arrives 











Safe arrival this week of Laudy 
Lawrence, 20th-Fox foreign sales 
chief, in London marks the second 
American foreign sales manager to 
make the trek to Great Britain in 
the past few weeks and may be the 
forerunner of junkets by other 
managers, if and when travel ar- 
rangements can be made. 

Joseph Seidelman, Universal’s 
v.p. in charge of sales, arrived in 
England more than three weeks ago 
and returned to N. Y. this week. 
Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 
signified this week that he may make 
the trip to Britain if travel ar- 
rangements could be made: Others 
also may go to London, where the 
situation seems to warrant a look- 
see because of various problems 
there confronting all Yank com- 
panies. Lawrence will inspect eight 
branches in Britain. 





Current London Shows 











London, Aug. 18. 


‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall. 

‘Awake and Sing,’ Cambridge. 

‘Big Top,’ His Majesty's. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. James’s. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess. 

‘Flarepath,’ Apollo, 

‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saviiie. 

‘Fuli Swing,’ Palace. 

‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 

‘Get a Load of This,’ Hippodrome. 

‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 

‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 

‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 

‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy. 

‘Maid of the Mountains,’ Coliseum. 

‘No Orchids for Miss Blandish,’ 
Wales. 

‘Rain,’ St. Martin’s. 

‘Rebecca,’ Strand. 

‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s. 

‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 

Russian Ballet, Cambridge. 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. 

‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. 

‘The Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 

‘The Dector’s Dilemma,’ 
market. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner, 
Savoy. 

‘The Morning Star,’ Globe. 

‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick. 

*‘Waich on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 


Hay- 








Set Up Own Pic Shows for Yank 
Soldiers in Aussie Due to Local ‘Laxity’ 





Melbourne, Aug. 18. 

Because the Victoria government 
under Premier Dunst .n was al- 
legedly lax regarding the opening of 
cinemas on Sunday in Melbourne, 
American morale officers say they 
are no longer interested in the 
Sabbath shows, and point out that 
arrangements have been perfected 
for the operation of more than 60 
picture shows in U, S. troop camps 
nightly. 

The Dunstan government first 











wanted two Melbourne cinemas open, 
but exhibitors refused, saying that 





the same conditions as in Sydney 
should apply. This would have 
meant the troops coming in at half- 
price and able to bring a civilian 
friend along at the week-night scale. 

Government now has agreed, but 
there’s now no interest from the 
Americans, It is believed that with 
the American camps operating their 
own cinemas the Sabbath trade 
throughout the commonwealth will 
;drop mostly to Aussie troop patron-~ 
;age. Majority of exhibitors would 
be happy if the Sabbath idea folds as 
lany profit derived therefrom would 
have gone to charity. 








Rockefeller Committee to Discuss 


U.S. Picture Prod. in Latin-America 





As Aid to Good-Neighbor Policy 


Mex ‘Bolivar’ Cracks 


Record in Caracas 


Caracas, Aug. 8. 

The Mexican picture ‘Simon Boli- 
var’ has smashed the all-time local 
record for first-run attendance and 
is still drawing large audiences in 
this city, birthplace of Boliyar, the 
South American liberator. 

The four-hour production grossed 
100,218 bolivares (over $30,000) in 
three weeks and looks as if it will 
have drawn 110,000 by the end of its 
fourth week (about 38c. to the boli- 
var), It ran in the Avila and Prin- 
cipal theatres the first week; Con- 
tinental, the second week; Continen- 
tal and Caracas, third. 

The second highest first-run gross 
in recent years was ‘Sangre y Arena’ 
(Blood and Sand’), which drew 
73,000. It is expected ‘Simon Boli- 
var’ will far out-gross even ‘Ay 
Jalisco No Te Rajes,’ Mexican pic- 
ture which so far holds the all-time 
record, although latter did not do 
exceptionaily well in its first show- 
ing. 


SHORTAGES HIT 
LATIN-AMERICA 
THEATRES 


Not only the difficulties of getting 
shipping priorities on films for Latin 
America, but war-created shortages 
of replacement projection equipment 
for houses there is bothering foreign 
managers of major U. S. distribs. 
Carbons, vacuum tubes and other 
needed parts are getting so scarce 
in Latin countries that a large num- 
ber of theatres may be forced to 
shutter within six months unless re- 
lief comes. 

Darkened houses, of course, would 
be a severe blow to U. S. film rev- 
enue from Latin America, already 
suffering by the shortage of shipping 
space for pictures, so the majors 
here are directly concerned with 
keeping the theatres operating. They 
met toward that end in New York 
last week with execs of the film 
division of the Office of Coordinator 








of Inter-American Affairs (Rocke- 
feller Committee). 
Francis Alstock, CIAA topper. 


promised full support toward getting 
cooperation of the Army on shipping 
priorities for fiim. He also declared 
that his office would do everything 


possible to obtain priorities on 
equipment and then on shipping 
space to get it south. There’s a 


shortage of some equipment in the 
U.S. as well as in Latin America, 
inasmuch as the factories which 
make projectors and parts have 
either been converted to war work 
or are engaged on Army orders. 
Rockefeller group is anxious to 
keep films going to Latin America 
and houses there operating inasmuch 
as it considers motion pictures, par- 
ticularly newsreels, top U. S. propa- 
ganda weapon. While shortwave ra- 
dio is picked up, audiences number- 
ing no more than thousands and 
longwave rebroadcasts there by only 
hundreds of thousands. Films are 
seen by 40,000,000 Latinos a week. 
Alstock also took the occasion to 
explain to the foreign managers the 
CIAA’s new policy of concentrating 
on getting its ideological product 
shown theatrically rather than 
through the 16mm. projection used 
in the past. Foreign chiefs promised 
to aid in every way. in getting pic- 
tures shown and named a committee 
to handle details of this and a survey 
which the CIAA will have made of 
equipmert needs. First meeting with 
the committee was held Monday (3). 


‘Wild Wind’ Smashes 


Theatre Mark in Aussie 


Melbourne, Aug. 18. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par), play- 
ing at the State, largest theatre here, 
has smashed every record ‘made 
since the house was built. 
Reported to be doing 





around 


$6,500 weekly and has finished its 
eighth week. 





Washington, Aug. 18. 


Development of local picture pro- 
duction in Latin American countries 
beyond the present limited scale is 
on the agenda of the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs (Rgckefeller Committee) as 
another way to aid the Good Neigh- 
bor Policy. Definite steps in that 
direction were taken in Mexico last 
week, following help already given 
in Brazil. Chile is also on the list 
for advice and instruction and other 
Latin nations will be aided: to set up 
production facilities if they ask or 
require help. 

Five technical experts went to 
Mexico last week under the auspices 
of the Coordinators’ office, it was 
learned. They will survey studio 
and other mechanical facilities for 
production. They'll give Mexican 
producers whatever advice they can 
on marshalling existing equipment 
to best advantage and will report 
back to the Rockefellerites the min- 
imum needs for added equipment. 
CIAA will endeavor to obtain this 
equipment, although with present 
limited production of such material 
it may be very difficult. 

On Loan 

Four of the technicians went di- 
rectly to Mexico City from Los 
Angeles and the other from New 
York. They were loaned to the 
Coordinator’s office by the com- 
panies for which they work, but are 
understood also to be _ receiving 
modest per diem fees. In'the group 
are Edmund Bertram, superintend- 
ent of technical operations and chief 
engineer of DeLuxe Laboratories, 
N. Y.; Victor Christensen, super- 
visor of cost control and production 
exec at the 20th-Fox studios; Will- 
iam Fender, studio manager for 
Charles R. Rogers’ Productions; 
Frank Fouce, operator of Spanish- 
language theatres in Los Angeles, 
and Sidney Bowen, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction manager. 

To aid Brazilian picture-making, 
Coordinator’s office has sent William 
Murray to Rio. Murray was for 
some 10 years assistant European 
chief of Fox-Movietone News. Much 
of His work during that time con- 
sisted of setting up and training 
mative camera crews in many coun- 
tries of Europe to keep Movietone 
covered. 

Murray arrived in Rio about 
three weeks ago and will remain at 
least six months. He went down 
at the request of the Brazilian De- 


ipartment of Press and Propaganda. 
| His task is to set up and train with- 


in the department a unit capabie of 
turning out shorts and newsreels. 
One of the toughest jobs*the Rocke- 
feller group has had to face has 
been getting decent films about 
Latin America. Most of those it 
has obtained so far have been made 
either by professional travelogers, 
like Julien Bryan (16mm) and 
Fitz Patrick (theatrical), or from 
U. S. tourists. 

In aid of the Chilean industry, 
the Coordinator’s office has spon- 
sored the presence in this country 
of Jorge Guinle, son of a Chilean 
producer. Guinle was in New York 
for a while studying operations of 
homeoffices, laboratories, etc., and 
is now on the Coast, where he is 
working part time at the 20th-Fox 
studios, learning various aspects of 
film-making. It is expected that his 
return to Chile will result in addi- 
tional production there. 

Latin-American production in the 
past has been pretty much limited 
to Mexico and Argentina. There 
has been a little in Rio and some 
in Santiago by the elder Guinle. 
Cuba has made a few pictures, too, 
but that’s about all. The whole 
thing has never amounted to 100 
pictures a year. Theatres are al- 
most 100% dependent now on JU. S. 
product, with French, German and 
Italian production all but completely 
cut off. 


A. L. Pratchett in N. Y. 


A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s Latin- 
American manager, arrived in New 
York this week from a4 tour 
of most Central and South 
American countries. He’s been away 
more than two months. 

Problem of getting features and 
newsreels through on schedule in 
South America is likely to come in 
for major consideration in his 
home-office huddles, 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





‘Dear Diary’ produced by Florence 
Rogge, settings by Bruno Maine, cos- 
tumes, Marco Montedero and H 
Rogge; lighting, Eugene Braun; with 
Irene Zambelli, June Forrest, George 
Griffin, Glee Club, Nicholas Daks, 
Muriel Gray, Norma Gentner, Oscar 
Lifshey, Ballet, Miriam LaVelle, Bob 
Evans, Rockettes; Robert Kitain with 
orchestra; Richard Liebert at organ; 
March of Time’s ‘Men of the Fleet’ 
and ‘Bambi’ (Disney-RKO) reviewed 
in ‘Variety’ May 27, 1942. 





It’s to be expected that, after 10 
weeks of ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ there must 
be some letdown at the Radio City 
Music Hall, and this week sees it. 
With Walt Disney’s ‘Bambi’ back- 
logged for months, waiting to reach 
the de luxe screen, the supporting 
Stage presentation seemingly got 
staie champing at the bit. Result 
is a marathon ‘Dear Diary,’ a so-so 
variety presentation, which, if noth- 
ing else, should be the convincer to 
Messrs. Eyssell, Leonidoff, et al., 
that you can’t go wrong with a 
dumb act at the mammoth Hall. 
Thus, a No. 2 act like Miriam La- 
Velle is the next-to-closing sock of 
an artless Boy-Meets-Girl presenta- 
tion. 

The sight values again are the de- 
termining factor and thus any panto 
novelty, whether it’s of the type 
such as the late, great Joe Jackson, 
or a pretty-pretty acro-contortive 
dancer such as i aVelle, is a 
cinch to wham ’em. 

The paradox is that gab acts of 
the type of Bob Evans likewise click, 
where his ventriloquial crossfire is 
the basic ingredient, but still there’s 
nothing .as socko as an out-and-out 
sight act. The contradictions are 
Many because the Hall’s acoustics 
and hidden mike system are such 
that the lyrics come through per- 
fectly, so seemingly the answer to 
Miss LaVelle’s particular click lies 
in a mass attitude to lean back and 
appreciate the sight vaiues with a 
minimum of effort. Thus, also, may 
be explained the consistent whammo 
of the Rockettes, apart from their 
ultimate in precision routining. 

‘Dear Diary’ theme is projected 
via an animated caption between 
the seven scenes. Irene Zam- 
belli sets the boy - girl idea with 
her Cupid interruptions. June 
Forrest and George Griffin are 
the central figures who take .i1e 
presentation through the Dancing 
Lesson, Nicholas Daks clicking as 
the dancing master in a well-staged 
conceit. Miss Forrest employs ‘My 
Bridal Gown’ by Arthur Schwartz 
and Albert Stillman as the theme 
for ‘The Shower.” Du:ing Griffin's 
‘Bachelor Dinner,” backed by the 
Glee Club, they drag in ‘We Must 
Be Vigilant’ (‘American Patrol’), 
and thence Miss LaVelle and Evans 
do their respective specialties. “The 
Wedding’ finales. 

Robert Kitain violin solos the first 
movement of Lalo’s ‘Symphonie 
and Dinicu-Heifetz’s 


A’ March G” “*me roads hk 
Biz fair opening night. Abel. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


out. 





Indianapolis, Aug. 15. 


Blue Barron Orch (14), Larry Ad- 
ler, Val Setz, Nan Rae & Mrs. Water- 





fall. Clyde Burke. Jimmy Brown, 


Mrs. W. goes into a dance, ending 
with a split, in which position she 
is carried off the stage by a couple 
of ushers. Their gags register well 
on a bill which isn’t crowded with 
humor. 

Barron features a vocalist in all 
band numbers. The warmest recep- 
tion was given Blyde Burke for his 
nifty singing of ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and 
‘Always in My Heart.’ Tiny Wolfe, 
about as broad as he is long, is the 
cut-up of the band, making light of 
his weight in a parody on ‘You Must 
Have Been a Beautiful Baby.’ The 
big boy is fast on his feet. Billy 
Cover gives the customers a touch of 
romance with ‘Johnny Doughboy,’ 
supported by the Blue Notes. Final- 
ly, Jimmy Brown makes a hit for 
himself with ‘He Wears a Pair of 
Silver Wings’ and a subdued version 
of ‘Jingle, Jangle.” The voices are 
all to the good, but the band could 
stand a soprano for variation. It 
goes into a patriciic finale to the 
tune of ‘Any Bonds Today, with a 
special backdrop showing flocks of 
planes in flight. 

Biz is Corb. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Gower & Jeanne, Jeanne Brideson, 
Walter Dare Wahl, Ben Yost’s Vi- 
Kings (8), Harper's Jitterbugs (16), 
Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash’s House 
Orch; ‘The Pied Piper’ (20th), re- 
viewed in ‘Variety’ July 8, "42. 








The facade of an old southern 
mansion serves as the backdrop for 
the current week’s stage presenta- 
tion and the producer makes excep- 
tionally skillful use of the material 
at hand in whipping together 45 min- 
utes of entertainment. The show is 
fast and varied, and about the only 
place that it bogs down is where 
Jeanne Brideson is interpolated for 
some fancy fiddling alter making 
due obeisance to Stephen Foster. 

Miss Brideson is quite talented as 
a violinist, but the Roxy’s customers 
seemed divided on the question of 
whether she should have followed up 
her sweet little Foster medley with 
that somewhat lengthy passage of 
intricate bow work. As against a 
murmur of restiveness which accom- 
panied her glissandos there was a 
loud and sustained salvo to greet her 
at the finish. As usual, the Roxy’s 
regulars express their sentiments 
right from the shoulder. 

What stands out in this show is the 
wealth of good dancing. It con- 
sumes perhaps 75% of the running 
time, but every bit of it perks the 
attention. Tops in this field, of 
course, are Gower and Jeanne. In 
this pair youth seems to have reached 
the peak of hoofing versatility and 
the Roxy mob gives the act all it can 
in applause. Iso important factors 
in the dancing department are the 
Gae Foster Girls, who click off a de- 
cidedly clever military precision rou- 
tine as well as other smartly con- 
trived bits, and Harper’s Jitterbugs, 
a mixed Harlem troupe (16) that 


Of Dediiy 2netion. It's a 
sizzling commotion these folks put 
on, but the stuff is niftily fitted into 
the production. 

Ben Yost’s Vi-Kings (6) work in- 
dividually and in concert throughout 
the presentation. The turn is com- 
posed of young men who are apt 
with either romantic or bravura dit- 
ties. The Vi-Kings do especially well 
in a medley of Foster numbers. 

For comedy relief there’s Walter 


Billy Cover, Tiny Wolfe, Blue Notes Dare Wahl and his half-pint stooge: 


(3); ‘Blondie for Victory (Col). 


Blue Barron hits a happy medium 
fn band shows in the current at- 
traction at the Circle. Orchestra 
plays with plenty of life but doesn’t 
try to blow the walls down. Mood 
is pleasantly subdued. whether mu- 
sic is sweet or hot. Non-performing 
maestro presents his four vocalists 
and high-calibre extra acts with tact 
and skill and uses lights to good ef- 
fect in creating atmosphere for 
tunes. 

Larry Adler, harmonica virtuoso, 
fs big click. Adler, a dapper youth 
in striking contrast to ragamuffin 


getup usual in harmonica acts, does | 


,not play down to his audience, yet 


wins a sock reception with a swell | 


performance of Ravel's ‘Bolero,’ 
backed by the band. He also fea- 
tures a swank arrangement of ‘Begin 


the Beguine’ and strikes a more 
popular level with ‘Blues in the 
Night’ and ‘Beat Me, Daddy.” The 


act is class, but not too high-minded 
for the multitude. 

Val Setz is as clever as ever in 
his amusing manipulation of assorted 
objects ranging from Indian clubs 
to silver coins. His topper is a stunt 
in which he kicks four silver dollars, 
one at a time, off his toe and catches 
them in the air, one in his teeth, an- 
other on his forehead and one in 
each eye. He also juggles his hat 
and cigar while removing his coat. 
There’s always a laugh in his trick 
of rolling a ball along to his finger 
tips and back under the palm of his 
hand with no visible means of sup- 
port. 

Nan Rae, strictly business, comes 
to the microphone to conduct an 
inquiring reporter interview, and 
Mrs. Waterfall rises from the audi- 


ence to be the victim. Mrs. W. has! and Mignon, three lads and a gal, are | and 


all the wacky answers, while Miss 
Rae plays straight. After singing 


‘A Tisket, A Tasket,’ in double talk, | 


seep tl Ce at aa eat ye 





they get the maximum returns out of 
their acrobatic shenanigans. The 


| act has its nevel touch; Wahi perhaps 


for the first time in his career comes 


to work on a horse. Odec. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 15. 








| Murphy Sisters (3), Martels & Mig- 
|jnon (4), Felice Iula House Orch; 
| ‘Pride of the Yankees’ (RKO). 


| 


| Layout packs a nice entertainment | 


punch. It’s built just right to round 
out the hard pull on the emotions 


Gehrig’s life. 

George Beatty is a pleasing emcee, 
weaving in and out with straightfor- 
ward announcements and good gag- 
ging in addition to holding down his 
own spot next to closing with a 
funny stew bit and a comedy vocal. 
Bill opens with Dick and Dot Remy, 
slim lad and oversized femme who 
turn in some sock acro stuff to good 
response and considerable laughter. 
Male member paces turn well and 
contributes some flashy tricks him- 
self including a handstand on skates 
which rings the bell lustily. 

Murphy Sisters are a promising 
trio of harmony singers utilizing 
good arrangements and selling to the 
very hilt every note and gesture. Do 
,‘Won’t Go Dancing, Gershwin’s 
| ‘Summertime, ‘B-I-Bi, affording 
} some good vocal impressions, and, for 
;@ rousing encore, ‘Jingle, Jangie.’ 
| Halted proceedings when caught and 
| have the makings for further devel- 
opment. 
| Following Beatty’s turn, Martels 














in punchy adagio featuring flashy 
throws and lifts. 


Biz very forte. Burm. 





George Beatty, Dick & Dot Remy, 


built into the picturization of Lou} 


en a 


STATE, N. Y. 


Oxford Boys (3), Jan Murray, King 
& Arline, Grace Drysdale, Bobby 
Byrne Orch with Dorothy Claire and 
Jerry Scott; ‘Crossroads’ (M-G). 








The State has an outside band on 
the podium this week, but it’s about 
as necessary as a sled in Hawaii. 
Hardly the best of musical aggrega- 
tion, the Bobby Byrne orch is up 
against an unflattering comparison 
with the Oxford Boys, three neat- 
looking youths who do better with 
vocal musical imitations than the 15- 
piece crew can deliver with actual 
instruments. 

The Oxfords at least give the show 
some class via their imitations of 
bands in the top-money brackets, 
such as Henry Busse, Kay Kyser, 
Fred Waring, Wayne King, Guy 
Lombardo and Jimmy Dorsey. It’s 
all good for sock applause, delivered 
showmanly manner by the three 

ys. 

Show has three other click turns, 
and one of them, Jan Murray (New 
Acts), should be heard from. He's a 
comic—in appearance, a nice-looking 
Henny Youngman. 

King and Arline, tap-dancing 
mixed team, get over solidly with 
their jitterbug routines in duo. King 
himself slaps in one good rhythm 
solo in between the two numbers 
with the nice-looking, well-built 
brunet. 

Grace Drysdale, with her hand-doll 
routine worked from behind a mini- 
ature curtain, supplies a neat and 
likeable little novelty. Young femme 
makes the dolls dance in snappy 
fashion and she’s evidently as good a 
bet for theatres as she is for niteries. 

Byrne’s orch is going nowhere. 
Mediocre in its own innings, it also 
leaves much to be desired in its play- 
ing of the show. For King and Ar- 
line it was way behind the dancers 
at the finish, with the duo off and 
back on for their bows by the time 
the orch banged out the last note. 

Two vocalists are with Byrne, one 
fair and the other good. Jerry Scott, 
the baritone, shows little vocally, and 
those dirty-white oxfords with a blue 
suit make him look as though he’s 
wearing snowshoes. Cute, blonde 
Dorothy Claire is in sharp contrast 
to Scott, with her voice on par with 
a nifty appearance. However, she 
could pick some newer tunes than 
the already tired ‘Jingle, Jangle’ and 
the very dated ‘Arthur Murray.’ 

Biz pretty good Thursday night in 
view of the rain. Scho, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 15. 
Ethel Sisson, Les & Poppy, Elmer 
Cleve & Marilyn Heller, Helen 
Macey, 7 Fredysons, Herb Six House 
Orch; ‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ 
(20th) and ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ 
(Rep). 








Quantity again is the rule this 
week, and quality is O.K., too. Nice 
|houses openins da and night de- 
epee RAPER ROR. o- § Dede 
land Hardy in ‘A-Haunting We Will 
Go’ holding their own both as laugh- 
getters and crowd-pullers. 

After snappy opener by Herb Six 
| and house orch, unbilled m.c. on off- 
| Stage mike takes over, bringing on 
| Ethel Sisson, crayon-sketch artist, 

who does landscape in six colors, 

while orch plays background music, 
|then Les and Poppy follow with 








| comedy-style tango and other fast 
hoofing. Both off to fair hands. 

Elmer Cleve, then revealed as off- 
stage m.e., comes on with his partner, | 
Marilyn Heller, and xylophone. After | 
some gagging good for nice laughs, | 
Cleve plays ‘Glow Worm’ as blonde 
and shapely partner does a three- 
part modified strip-tease, finishing 
with false-front business which gets 
a good hand. One off-color line 
used by Cleve the opening night 
should be out, considering Tower 
family trade. 

Helen Macey, a Tower ‘Discovery 
Night’ winner, walks on to sing ‘My 
Hero,” which is followed by ‘Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes’ as encore. 

Seven Fredysons, balancing act, 

| closes the show, and their fast rou- 
| tine of difficult feats aliernated with 
| comedy is good for a loud hand. 
The Laurel and Hardy flicker 
| Should help house gross for the week 
| considerably, but the second feature 
|is none too strong. 





OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


; Miami, Aug. 14. 
Vie Hyde, Billy Reyes, Equillo 
Brothers, Elinor Sherry, 4 Queens 
Harry Reser House Orch; 
roads’ (M-G). 





> 


‘Cross- 





Despite absence of any marquee 
voltage, stage lineup has its mo- 
ments, and parlayed with engrossing 
screen fare it provides better-than- 
average summer entertainment. 

Vie Hyde is back for the ump- 
teenth time, and still solid with this 
house. Hyde is so corny he crackles 
when he walks, but nevertheless 
continues to wow ’em with his brass 
section ambidextrousness. He’s a 
parler version of a circus one-man 
band, imitating half dozen combos 
| with a specially rigged bandstand, 
then cutting loose on three 








| trumpets and a sliphorn simultane- 
ously. Only new note injected into 


fact since last out is a 


takeoff on! 


Harry James that’s good for a heavy 
palm response. 

An English comic juggler, Billy 
Reyes, has been working on the 
sound lots of late and will require 
considerable road work before set- 
tling in the stage groove again. His 
juggling is merely incidental te a 
rambling mono during which he 
mimics various screen personalities. 
Chatter is moderately amusing, but 
has tendency to go too blue for a 
family house. Once he hits his stride, 
though, he’s good for plenty of gig- 
gles. Handles emcee chores nicely. 

The Equillo Brothers are also an 
English importation and retain dis- 
tinct music-hall flavor. Pair pull a 
switch on familiar acrobatics by sing- 
ing while performing their lifts. 
Registered strongly here. 

Elinor Sherry is a petite songstress 
with appealing pipes and pleasant 
manner. She served a session on 
Mutual, but this is her first season on 
the road, and it will take time to es- 
tablish her b.o. value. Choice of 
tomes is okay and she selis them 


solidly. 
A mediocre quartet of femme tap- 
pers, the Four work hard but 


lack flash. Routines display little 
originality and execution is ragged. 
Poor costuming, too. 
House full when caught Friday (4). 
Leslie. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


; Chicago, Aug. 14. 

Jimmy Dorsey Orch, Bob Eberly, 
Helen O'Connell, Pat Henning, 
Douglas Bros; ‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par). 











_The storm of applause that greets 
his every appearance, the mob of 
kids waiting patiently outside the 
stage door for his autograph—they’re 
the besi indications of Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s standing in the jive world. 
His combo is still one of the smooth- 
est, smartest and liveliest in the 
business. 

For the jitterbugs, Dorsey brings 
in a couple of eye-openers in the 
persons of Bud Robinson and Nealy 
Bahen, jit ‘champs’ from Richmond, 
Va., who tear the floor apart. The 
kids are good and got great reaction. 

Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberly 
are too well-known to require ex- 
tensive description. Both are per- 
sonable in appearance and each sings 
well as individuals and in duo, hav- 
ing an easy, gracious stage presence. 
Eberly’s version of ‘Tangerine’ won 
particular applause. 

Two colored Douglas Brothers are 
speedy hoofers with a unique collec- 
tion of steps, falls and splits. They 
work hard and garnered a fine re- 
ception. 

Pat Henning is a screwball comic 
of merit. His material is fresh and 
funny, particularly good being his 
version of how various pic gang- 
sters die and Lon Chaney as ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ Betty 
Raye, a cute blonde, has little to do 
as his assistant but does it charm- 
ingly. Comedy highlight occurs 
when Henning, ‘overcome’ by audi- 


ron AGA Sd POY Sppheies tks SRS Spree 5, 


ture of ‘his public.’ 
Smash biz accredited to Dorsey. 
Loop. 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 13. 
Ripples Rejane, Kay Perry Hines, 
Will & Gladys Ahearn, Joey Rardin, 
Faith Bacon, Al Uhles’ House Orch 
(6); ‘Men of Texas’ (U). 








Faith Bacon’s fan dancing is bring- 
ing the customers in goodly num- 
bers and she’s not backward at all in 
posing the ‘form divine.’ However, 
show was not too well planned. 

Ripples Rejane opens the proceed- 
ings with tapping while swinging her 
drum-majoret baton. Wears spangled 
and flashy abbreviated costume and 
gets over a military tap routine okay. 

Kay Perry Hines is on next and 
sings ‘Everybody Smile’ for an 
opener. Has a powerful voice and 
got a good hand with ‘Smile’ and her 
version of ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Ripples 
Rejane back then for a well-routined 
acro dance. 

Will Ahearn opens the three spot 
with a comic rendition of ‘Rancho 
Grande’ and goes into ‘Along the 
Santa Fe Trail’ as Gladys Ahearn 
comes on twirling a lariat. She takes 
over for a_ specialty, 


while twirling a lariat. Pair wind it 
up nicely with a waltz together 
while they keep within the circle of 
the spinning hemp. 

Joey Rardin, who resembles James 
Cagney to a marked degree, opens 
with a song which includes vocal 
imitations of various musical instru- 
ments. He then does a hilarious bit 
imitating the horns of typical auto- 
mobile drivers. Scored particularly 
with way a lady driver would punish 
the horn button. Next does a scené 
from the Cagney film, ‘Angels With 
Dirty Faces,’ for good response, and 
finishes singing “The Same Old She- 
lalagh.’” 

Miss Bacon on for final act, drift- 


ing on stage in clinging draperies | 


under lavender spot, but drapes are 
soon discarded for fan routine in 
which she displays herself in a va- 
riety of poses, 

Al Uhles emceed from the pit to 
good house at second afternoon show 


Reed, 


: toe dancing | 
while spinning the rope, with Will | 
coming back for a session of jokes | 


STRAND, N. Y. 





Sammy Kaye Orch (16) with 
Nancy Norman, Tommy Ryan, Don 
Cornell, Billy Williams, Arthy; 
Wright, 3 Kaydets; Sterner Sisters 
(2), 3 Nonchalants; ‘Gay Sisters’ 
Net og reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 
, 4 





Because of the long running time 
of the accompanying film this show is 
cut to the bone. The 44 minutes al. 
lotted the show gives the Sammy 
Kaye band comparatively brief op- 
portunity to show itself and its per- 
sonalities, since there are two outside 
acts and Kaye’s ‘So You Want to 
Lead a Band’ idea. But what it does 
is done in crack stage style. It all 
adds up to a fast, entertaining 
session. 

Kaye is one of the most able of 
bandleaders when it comes to riding 
herd on a stage show. He handles 
himself, his men and m.c. duties in 
smooth fashion, getting the most out 
of the comedy by-play that’s stand- 
ard with his combo of four sax, five 
brass, six rhythm (two pianos, two 
guitars). His direction of the by- 
now widely known ‘So You Want to 
Lead a Band’ interlude, in which he 
awards prizes to youngsters from 
the audience for the best job of 
batoning the band, is expert. Kaye 
has a knack of making the question- 
ing of contestants a harmless, enter- 
taining sequence. As a rule the 
embryo wand-waving adds more 
hilarity. 

From a musical viewpoint the 
band is doing a fine job. Kaye's 
commercial style lends itself to stage 
appearances, and here his stuff is 
dressed up with outstanding lighting; 
it’s also well paced. Perhaps the best 
production number is built around 
Stardust,’ an ingeniously lighted bit 
utilizing large luminescent stars 
worked by the bandmen into neat 

tterms. Another, flag-waver, is 

uilt around ‘Let’s Bring New Glory 
to Old Glory,’ tune from the band’s 
forthcoming 20th-Fox film. Remain- 
ing tunes are pops. 

Band's singers, who are plentiful, 
get only one tune apiece. Nancy 
Norman, neat looking recent addition, 
does ‘Wonder When My Baby's 
Coming Home’ in nice voice. She's 
no* yet at ease onstage and it’s re- 
sponsible for a cold “gy. Got 
good response, however. Don Cornell, 
guitar, is on early doing ‘Stage Door 
Canteen’ in a deep baritone. He’s 
also new and ill at ease. Billy Wil- 
liams is the singer brought from 
Texas by Kaye to sing his own tune, 
‘Where Mountains Meet Sky,’ and he 
does a fine job on it. Tommy Ryan 
clicks solidly with ‘Begin Beguine.’ 
Arthur Wright, tenor, was cut from 
the show to shorten it. At other 
times there are the Three Kaydets 
and choir work by diffe -ent groups. 

Sterner Sisters, shapely bionde 
lookers, contribute neat tap work in 
two early routines, one rhythmic 
and other fast, and come back !ater 


for kick routine in the ‘Stardust’ 

number. Their appearance helps 

plenty. 

Three Nonchalants form a sock 
Yi oR acresats are very 


similar to the Jean, Jack and Judy 
act here last week with Charlie 
Barnet. Combining smart, laughable 
chatter with outstanding lift stunts, 
the turn makes «2 sharply distinct 
impression on audiences and has to 
beg off. 
Biz good. 


FOLLIES BERGERE 


(MEXICO CITY) 


Wood. 





Mexico City, Aug. 11. 

Paco Miller, Janette Hackett & 
Wampas (8), Agustin Lara, Pepe 
Guizar, Chelo Flores, Ray Smith, 
Ruby Ring, Eddie & Dorothy, Donato, 
Lois Penny, and Landon’s Midgets 
(6); J. de Leon Paniagua, musical 
| director; produced by Paco Miller. 
| Two shows a day; $3 top (Mex) (65c 
|U. S.). 


' 

This show is old-time vaude—a 
swift, smooth pageant including 
nearly all the old diversion gags and 
| stunts—magician sawing the gal in 
|half, ventriloquist and his wise- 
| cracking dummy, acrobats and tum- 
| blers, singers and funny men. All 
| that are seemingly missing are the 
| animal acts.. Show runs a little over 








| two hours, in two parts, with a brief 
|intermission. Biz is good and the 
customers are going for the old stuff 


on a big scale. 

Impresario Paco Miller tops the 
bill. He’s a neat-working magician 
and ventriloquist, popular in Latin 
America. His act, comprising sev- 
eral numbers, goes over well, though 
his material and business are some- 
what dated Agustin Lara, romantic 
songwriter, pianas his latest compo- 
sitions to a four-string accompani- 
ment. Singing is by Chelo Flores, a 
looker. Ray Smith, the American 
marioneteer, is smash. He has played 
here and elsewhere in Mexico for 
several weeks and is solid with the 
public. 

Janette Hackett. the vet American 
vauder, and her eight dancers fea- 
ture a snappy cancan. But its effect 
is marred by poor costuming. Girls, 
however, can dance and sell their act 
on sheer terp ability. Scoring defi- 
nitely in a smart roller-skating num- 
| ber are the two American blondes 
| billed as Eddie and Dorothy. They 
are leokers, skilled performers who 
! (Continued on page 40) 

















= 















































| 
| 
| 











— . 
° Augt 
1942 
VARIETY 


19 














s 
+ 
+ 
> 





2 * 





* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 








Cll lp 
er to Buddy de Sylva 


New york us: \8. ght- 
pe* yadd 
zou *° emvet we wel you ova xo! {m whe gv in oot 
you Net yhe pac® yoo™ ot gort™ 23° proc? gt He NV eno™ count cv: 
caisor™ p on yke 
ov © qe sure gor? get go0F apr qin’? 
" you roo a gad? gsc ot get ° hem rem et =n gue 
. cos a n° ou ore goin yne 0 40> of yor? , pcre vb 
you as2t®: of got 1 qoo™ pe proud jp PAN nes? | os ae ogo 
we can * Ny os yo" gudet' t a" pave eve ose? a pavo" of 1" 
A, ee 
But \ast oo" Pret gre calle’ yond {po i gow? pave gee™ 
NS pei , put 4 -ovsdo* get yn rT? 
So po yadt ye ® yne yeor? got ead ad pee™ ovet 
piosk™ gus amen pe wee yndie™” yrc™ est anes pes soe 
cond yon?’ od Wat yes? por® nee? ' gard gpow ae See 
<ovse?) 1S nor? en 45 pnd nat P wre 1 sa¥ \os* od Aa ase Sse 
t gio? mm pu0> xhe ile: st as ond 1 noe g° eve Wind ot po* PS we 
onnen™ ent fot x Y° Nes yne get” qe ute yavt ot axe? fl 
gore” 
So: 3 you gi *° are? one of yne eare™ co™ yuo™ not ou0 
pir yas © t gor?’ gen? not am 1° gerd outpo™ d overs comP’ 
qe? get *° _orsse™’ gor ot ane* 
gyncett 





























a mes 












? 


Vp aaa eo SS MAT 


i 
: 
ii 
| 


ee et 


aay titans Ni 





20 ADVERTISEMENT 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 19, 1942 























IT'S ALWAYS EXTRA 
FAIR WEATHER es 

WHEN GOOD PLAYING TIME IS 
SHOW MEN THE THE ORDER OF 
AND GOOD THE DAY WITH 
SHOWS GET PARAMOUNT 
TOGETHER! ePrRoDUCT! 
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INN'S 9-DAY WONDER GROSS 


‘SWEATER ... SARONG .. . AND PEEKABOO BOB’ 


+ 





Pars H.0. Execs, Field Men And 
Theatre Reps Conclave on ‘Wake’; 
Red Cross Preem Set for Rivoli 


Paramount home office execu-, stooping to cheapness in any way, 
tives, district advertising represen- | has made of “Wake Island’ one of 
% h ; tative the most striking pictures of the 
tatives, and theatre represen ves year. It will do dandy business 
ended a two-day corffab yesterday | eyérywhere.’ 


on national plans for advertising|} popular reaction to the picture, 
and exploitation of ‘Wake Island.’| in two sneak previews on the West 
First sesh was held at the Pierre,| Coast, were even more striking; 
Monday, with field men meeting| comment cards were written in 
again yesterday. strong language, with heavy under- 
Meanwhile announcement wWaAS|} lines. Under ‘general comment,’ 
made that ‘Wake’ would gets its| some wrote ‘Kill me a Jap’; a 
first public showing beginning Sep-| woman wrote ‘God, if I only were 
tember 2, at the Rivoli, in New/aq man’; all comments were em- 
York, with a gala Red Cross Bene-| phatically favorable and packed 
fit Premiere night of September 1.] with emotion. Four different 
Decoration of the theatre, plus} people answered the question 
complete renovation inside, isS|‘What shall we cut?’ with under- 
under way. scored capitals reading ‘NOT ONE 
Ever since first screenings and| SINGLE INCH” 
sneak previews of ‘Wake,’ Para- New York Premiere will have 
mount has known it had something} 200 Marines as guests of honor; 
very special to handle. Trade re-| Barbara Britton, featured in the 
views last week bore out this con-| film, will come East for the event. 
viction; Film Daily called it ‘the Premiere at the Rivoli will mark 
first full-blow epic depicting with | the first use of this house by Para- 
realism, and without pulling| mount under terms of an agree- 
punches, the story of our fighting | ment inked last week with the UA 
men under fire..,.it doesn’t pull| theatre circuit, whereby the two 
punches, but it will pull irresist-| companies will participate in op- 
ibly at the boxoffice, and in s0} eration of the theatre. Agreement 
doing it will make of stronger | provides that the UA theatre cir- 
heart and moral fibre the millions | cyit will continue to manage the 
who view it.’ Ot her reviews were | Rival: SPARE OL Pr WF UT: 
onetime WIPE ESI. "€ 3orge Skouras and 
indeed the most ar amatic, the most} William P. Phillips will represent 
gripping, the most thrilling and ex-| UATC on the board, with Leon D. 
citing story to come out of this war;| Netter and Robert M. Weitman 
it’s a stirring inspiration for every Theatre 
American who sees it—and every | is to get a redecorating. 
American SHOULD see it!’ Speakers at the Monday ad ses- 
‘Variety,’ in case you missed it] sion included Captains Daniel W. 
last week, said: ‘Paramount...took| Bender and Remsen J. Cole, 
on a grave responsibility in setting | U. S. M. C.: Chris Cunningham, na- 
out to reproduce this story. The} tional commandant of the Marine 
studio has borne its responsibility | Corps League; S. J. Cohen, repre- 
splendidly. It has not only been| senting the Retail Advisory Com- 
minutely faithful to the facts, and! mittee, U. S. Treasury, and others, 
magnificently caught the spirit of A second session was held yes- 
the brave defenders, but, without! terday with the field men. 












representing Paramount. 














“Err . .. we think perhaps you'd better wear a different 
pair of glasses next week — they say the 
audiences come out fightin’ mad!” 









NINTH DAY 0.8. 
IN olK FIGURED 


N. Y. Paramount’s ‘Holiday 
Inn’ Gross Sticks Right at 
Level of House- Record 
Opening Day, Day After 
Day; First Day of 2d Wk. 
Just $21 Below Opener 








TO GO 5 WKS. 


Paramount’s ‘Holiday Inn’ rolled 
right on smashing records this week 
at the big N. Y. Paramount on Times 
Square—and every indication today 
was that it would keep it up for a 
solid five weeks, 

All hands concerned knew that the 
combo of Irving Berlin tunes, Mark 
Sandrich production, Crosby songs 


; and Astaire footwork couldn’t fail to 


click big—but even Paramount was 
rocked on the heels a bit by how 
big. 

In the first place, ‘Inn’ smashed 
every non-holiday record at the 
Paramount for its 17-year history on 
opening day—and by a comfortable 
margin. Then it moved on to build 
even more sensational records. 

Second day’s gross was 2 percent 
under opening day. 

Third day’s gross tei topped 
opening day by 51 vere 


above opener. 

Monday topped opening day—and 
TOPPED FRIDAY! 

Tuesday was a shade under open- 
ing day--but well above Thursday. 

Wednesday—beginning of the sec- 
ond week—pulled a gross that was 
just $21 under the terrific take of the 
opener. 

Throughout the first nine days, the 
daily gross of ‘Inn’ stood in the five- 
figure bracket; nine-day total was in 
six figures. 

In the process, ‘Inn’ smashed all 
second-day records; all first-week 
records; all records of any kind you 
could think up to compare it with. 

National release of ‘Inn’ comes for 
Labor Day weekend—Sept. 4—and 
with the figures in on its New York 
cleanup, you can be sure exhibs 
everywhere are licking their chops 
in anticipation. 





Pine-Thomas Sign Up 
James Kirkwood, Jr. 


James Kirkwood, Jr., son of two of 
the best-remembered stars in the 
film galaxy (Mrs. Kirkwood is Lila 
Lee), will make his film debut under 
the aegis of the William Pine-Wil- 
liam Thomas production company, 
according to Coast advices. The 
young Kirkwood will appear in ‘You 
Can’t Live Forever,’ Pine-Thomas 
actioner about the boys who truck 
dynamite. Chester Morris and Jean 
Parker are co-starred. 

Senior Kirkwood appeared in a re- 
cent Pine-Thomas picture; his son 
has been a West Coast movie door- 
man since graduation from high 
school, He’s 18 now. 


Add ‘Reap’ Records 

Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ has closed its 8th 
week at the State theatre, Mel- 
bourne, Australia, with all house 
records shattered, and will play 
at least two more, John W. Hicks, 
in charge of Par’s foreign de- 
partment, reports. Other Aus- 
tralia reports are similar. 






































Paulette Goddard, Dorothy Lamour and Veronica Lake, shot last 
week as they filmed their sensational song number for ‘Star Spangled 
Rhythm’—titled ‘A Sweater, A Sarong and a Peekaboo Bob’. Trio 
are three of seventy-one major film stars appearing in super-musical. 





ROE TO LEE” 
FOR MARTIN, POWELL 


Paramount will go into produc- 
tion first of September on “True to 
Life,’ romantic comedy based on 
the doings of a radio ‘soap opera’ 
serial team, it was announced this 
week. Mary Martin and Dick Pow- 
ell will be teamed, with Victor 
Moore sharing spotlight billing. 
Talk is of possibility of a second 
top male star to be added to the 
head of the cast sheet. 

‘True to Life’ is an original by 
Ben and Sol Berzman and Bess 
Tafel. It concerns a writing and 
acting soap opera crew who get 
stuck for material and take up 





‘lodging in a boarding house to try 


to cop ideas from the boarding 
house folk. Complications ensue 
when the two males fall hard for a 
femme boarder. 

Harry Tugend, who did ‘Caught 
in the Draft’ and ‘Birth of the 
Blues,’ is shaping the screen 
adaptation. Pic will be the third 
teaming for Powell & Martin; they 
are linked’ in ‘Happy Go Lueky’ 
and ‘Star Spangled Rhythm,’ both 
pix still to be released. 


PAR SIGNS TAMARA GEVA 


Tamara Geva, Broadway musical 
star dancer, has been signed by 
Paramount to play a spy role in 
‘Night Plane from Chunking,’ Ralph 
Murphy-directed pic to go into pro- 
duction soon with Robert Preston, 
Ellen Drew and Albert Dekker in 
top billing. ‘Night Plane’ will be 
the second war film to feature 
Preston and Dekker together; their 
work in ‘Wake Island’ is expected 
to give ‘Plane’ a good head start at 
the B.O. 








TWO OUT OF SIX FOR PAR in 
the War Dept.’s poll of Army movie 
requests! ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ 
and ‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ were 
among the top six pix that Army 
men asked for, Ed Sullivan revealed 
in his Daily News column Monday! 


‘23M 
FOR INGRID BERGMAN 


Ingrid Bergman will get twenty- 
eight days of shooting without res- 
pite on the location for Par’s Tech- 
nicolor ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ 
studio advices indicated today. The 
28-day stretch will be followed by 
five straight days of studio shoot- 
ing. 

Major outdoor scenes for the 
Gary Cooper starrer have been 
shot on Sonora location; most of 
what remains is Bergman-Cooper 
scenes. To make sure all decks are 
clear and all goes without hitch, 
Director Sam Wood is having Wally 
Westmore, makeup head; Edith 
Head, costume designer, and Karl 
Struss, who shot Bergman’s color 
tests, seen her to location. 


Navy to Sunerviee 
‘Wassell’ Sea Fight 


Cecil B. DeMille will use scenes 
of the famed ‘Battle of Macassar 
Strait’ in the opening of his film, 
‘The Story of Dr. Wassell’ (tenta- 
tive title), according to Coast ad- 
vices. This section of the picture 
will be made under Navy super- 
vision. 

The nine men whom Dr. Wassell 
shepherded to safety from Java 
when the Japs arrived had been 
wouhded in the Macassar Straits 
engagement; many of them were 
stretcher cases. Some had been 
aboard the cruiser Marblehead, 
others on the Houston. 

James Hilton, author of ‘Lost 
Horizon’ and ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ 
is writing the ‘Dr. Wassell’ screen- 
play; interviews with the men ac- 
tually involved in the story have 
been completed by Hilton and De- 
Mille. 








GET SET for ‘Salute to Our Heroes 
Month’... plan now to shove the 
sale of War Bonds and Stamps in 
your lobby during September .. . 





participate in local rallies! 
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This Week’s 


Man’s Angle’ (Robert 
comedy, Par, 9 mins.) 
Genuinely funny N._ Y.-produced 
short. Here Benchley dissects 
foibles and idiosyncrasies of the 
feminine sex. He shows what hap- 
pens at home when his wife starts 
talking over the phone. Then 
Benchley enacts the family man’s 
self-contained rage when his spouse 
tears apart the big Sunday news- 
paper before he reads it. Most up- 
roarious is his mistake in taking 
the wife along on a hat-buying ex- 
pedition. Deftly produced and di- 
rected by Leslie Roush. The 
Benchley comedies are among the 
current few with marquee lustre. 
and this is his best of recent vintage. 


‘Terror on the Midway’ (Super- 
man cartoon in color, Par, 8% 
mins.) May be appreciated by 
youngsters. Considerably improved 
over recent issues, with implausi- 
bilities curbed, and voices and script 
better. About a gorilla who runs 
berserk at a circus. Uproar under 
Big Top is grim reminder of recent 
circus fire in Cleveland. Sound par- 
ticularly good. 

‘Unusual Occupations No. 6’ (Par, 
1042 mins).—This issue is about 
cowboy and cowgirl tactics being 





‘The 
Benchley 


taught at Hardin-Simmons_ U, 
Abilene, Texas, and the Goe-duck 
a ee RR AA = 








Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘The Squawkin’ Hawk’ (WB, 7 


mins.). Cartoon comedy. 

‘The Man’s Angle’ (Par, 9 
mins., reviewed in this week’s 
‘Variety’). Robert Benchley 
comedy. 

‘Trumpet Serenade’ (U, 14 
mins., reviewed in this week’s 
‘Variety’). Harry James band 
musical. 


‘Kitchen Quiz’ (Col, 9145 mins.). 
Ed East & Polly novelty. * 
‘Journey to Denali’ (Col, 10% 


mins.). Travelogue. 
‘Argentine Horses’ (WB, 10 
mins.). Review of famous horses 


in Argentine. 

‘Three Smart Saps’ (Col, 17 
mins.). Three Stooges comedy. 

‘Foney Fables’ (WB, 9 mins.). 
Debunking .the fables cartoon 
comedy. 

‘Soldiers of the Sea’ (RKO, 10 
mins.}. Marine recruiting short. 

‘Picture People No. i2’ (RKO, 
10 mins.). Jane Randolph's debut 


in pictures. 
‘Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood 
No. 5’ (Par, 10 mins., reviewed 


stance Bennett and youngsters in 
this one. 
‘Hong Kong’ (Indie. 10 mins.). 
Walter Bilbo Travelcade. 
‘Siam’ (Indie, 10 mins.). 
Travelcade 
‘Algeria’ (Indie. 
Bilbo Travelcade. 


Bilbo 


10 mins.). 








hunters in the Pacific northwest. 
Hunt for monster clams weighing as 
much as a duck is unusual. Gal 
who raises turkeys to get feathers 


for party gowns, Alaska totem poles | 
newspaper | 


and a Georgia country 
going to press are included. 
better subjects in group. 


‘Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood No. 3’ | 


(Par, 9 mins.)—Maybe it’s the va- 
cation spirit, but this is as dull as 
they come. Way below Hopper’s 
usual standard, with Constance Ben- 
— and youngsters the sole bright 
Spot. 
‘Superb, but wasted. 
‘McFarland Twins 
(band musical, Par, 8% mins.)—Mc- 
Farland band and glee club shows 
better in this trim short than in re- 
cent stage appearances. Introduc- 
tion of ‘Jingle Jangle,’ sung by the 
co. maestros with Bob Lyons 
Betty Engels is a selling point for 
exhibs. 
Stunt of bouncing ball and per- 
mitting the audience to join in sing- 
ing is made a novelty ending. 
Screwy comedy arrangement by the 
band (plus vocalization by twins and 
clever Danny Hollywood, tuneful 
warbling of ‘Home’ by Lyons and 
the outfit’s glee club and the infec- 
tious ‘Jingle Jangle’ are included in 
lineup. Sharply photographed, the 
he recording of this short backs 
up Leslie Roush’s imaginative di- 
rection. 
“Pigeon Patrol’ (Lantz 
igeon’ cartoon comedy in color, 
niversal, 7 mins.)—Handed cold- 
Shoulder by his sweetheart because 
he’s not in uniform, ‘Homer Pigeon,’ 
stuttering yokel-boy pigeon, un’ .c- 
Poatully tries to join the Pigeon 
atrol. Accidentally gets a chance 
to carry through vital messages de- 
— a giant-vulture (depicted as 
aving Jap characteristics). First 
% dee new series, with ‘Homer Piceon’ 
=e character talking almost like 
ted Skelton. Original twists. fast 
action and superb animation mak« 


‘Homer 








One of | 


Robert Bruce photography is | 


Orchestra’ 


and | 


Especially since the oldie | 





New Shorts : 


this a ‘must’ in spots needing some- 
thing new in cartoons. 

‘Trouble Spot’ (Variety Views, 
Universal, 8 mins.)—Travelog of 
Ceylon showing importance as 
source of much tea and cinnamon. 
Excellent photography and smart 
editing help take away some of the 
sameness found in ‘travel topics. 

‘Yankee Doodle Swing Shift’ 
(Walt Lantz color cartoon comedy, 
Universal, 742 mins.)—Another in 
series in which pop music back- 
grounds string of events fitting into 
musical buildup. Here it’s a colored 
jive band made up of hep cats, de- 
picted as black cats. Five members 
go into a war factory when their 
band instruments are taken away 
for war supplies. Experiences in 
the factory provide the humor. Dif- 
ferent, and on patriotic side. 

‘Trumpet Serenade’ (Harry James 
band musical, Universal, 14 mins.)— 
With James’ band recentl, cracking 
records, this short obviously carries 
potent exhibitor appeal. Given ex- 
travagant mounting and _ sufficient 
swingeroo material, it shapes as the 
best from U in band line for some 
time. ‘You Made Me Love You’ 
and ‘l-A in Army and A-1 in My 
Heart’ are standout tunes in subject, 
plus James’ fancy trumpet work. 
Eight swingeroo dancers, four girls 
and as many boys of ’teen age, con- 
tribute some fancy jitterbug step- 
ping. Trumpet playing of James 1s 
highlighted throughout, since most 
devotees of this maestro go to hear 
this above all. Superb sound re- 
cording contributes to all-round ef- 


fectiveness. Solid for most spots. 
Wear. 











Film Reviews 


Continued from page 8 


Moscow Strikes Back 


and rout straggling Nazis also is 
grimly realistic. ' 

It is when the editors jump from 
scene to scene or shift from the 
fierce front-line fighting to the fac- 
tory scenes every few seconds that 
the film slows up. Showing of fro- 
zen and mutilated dead bodies, not 
only of Nazis but Russian soldiers 
and citizens, also is too lengthy for 
most audiences. That holds good for 
a group hanging scene shown in 
closeup. No fault can be found with 
showing the results of the barbaric 
acts by Nazis, but it’s been prolonged 
beyond the bounds of good screen 
taste for a documentary. 

Dubbing of sound also 


by del Carril and Vila. 
is joined by Miss Roman as a run- 
away, lending the romantic interest, 
splitting the singers who both fall 
for her. rae 

Eventualities have del Carril im- 
prisoned for gambling which 
been resorted to on the sly for main- 
tenance of the girl and the band. 
Vila, who’ had made good since the 
splitup, takes over the girl’s care 
although he remains alienated from 
his comrades. The girl’s love for 
Carril proves true, however, and 
after the jail sentence is served, a 
reunion is staged which also brings 
the two pals together. 

Pace is slow and the song ren- 
ditions are spoiled by persistent un- 


fa\ yrable close 





sometimes | 


The outfit | 
'ties—one voca! 


had | dance 





New Bill of Goods For 
Brackett, Wilder at Par’ 


Still Cool to Tradeshows in L. A. 








Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Paramount switched Charles 
Brackett and Billy Wilder, pro- 
ducer-director-writer team, from 
‘Bill of Goods’ to ‘Five Graves to 
Cairo,” a war tale with Franchot 
Tone in the top male role. 

Brackett is associate producer and 
Wilder director of ‘Five Graves,’ on 


of business. 
tions are shown. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 


Exhibitors are still shying away from tradeshow runoffs of pictures 
in Los Angeles exchange screening rooms after a year’s tryout. 
tendance generally amounts to a handful except when there is a whis- 
pered buildup, in which case the exhibs come for enjoyment instead 
There is practically 


At- 


nobody around when ‘B’ produc- 


One exception is the Paramount tradeshows, held at the Ambassador 
hotel, where there are trimmings as well as pictures. 














which they are collaborating as 


caesaieienenheh 








scripters. ‘Bill of Goods’ has been 
set back on the production schedule 
because of casting difficulties. 




















- t 4 | privileges, as long as the pictures are 

an een apers | screened. 

3 Who Stalled at First 
Three of the decree distributors, on 

good authority, are said to have re- 

sisted coming along on, the UMPI 

plan, but were finally persuaded to 





Continued from page ¢ 


Mrs. Tibbett called her neighbor, 
Clare, Boothe Luce, and suggested 
that she invite the boys for lunch. 
The boys went over to the Luces 


and~ at lunch met Lily Pons and gt te “ me pe of i 
Gladys Swarthout. nable to wait any longer on Arn- 


As a result of their sortie in Con-| 04. 20th-Fox already had started 
necticut, three boys of the RAF | Selling two different blocks of five 
have dubbed Mrs. P. ‘Maggie, the | each, in addition to one singly, ‘Tales 
Magnificent’ and each has requested | neler. Be rincced —_ bem 

g a of five, while 
an auiegregnes. gnategragn. Par announced an initial block of 
four and Metro one of eight. RKO, 
which early in August screened five 
new season’s films, was prepared to 
start immediate selling of this group 
when the official word came from 
Arnold on UMPI. 


If having sufficient product ready 
for screening, all distribs may add 
to the groups ready for sale or on 
sale in the face of the Arnold posi- 
tion. Thus, accounts not already sold 
on 20tn’s two groups of five each, 
may be offered the 10 at one clip. 
With big backlogs of pictures com- 
pleted, Par and Warners are both in 
an excellent position to immediately 
tradeshow and offer as many as 13. 
Metro, already having screened eight 
new ones for 1942-43 delivery, and 
RKO are in a less enviable state on 








Two-hundred and twenty pounds 
of U. S. Navy tripped light-heartedly 
on the toes of a junior hostess for 
six successive dances. 

Said the hostess: ‘How about sit- 
ting the next one out?’ 

‘No,’ said he. ‘Let’s keep on 
dancing. I want to lose 40 pounds.’ 
Merle Oberon, who appeared 
on CBS’s Stage Door Canteen 
program last Thursday night, 
visited the canteen later. As is 
the custom for a visiting celeb- 
rity, she cut the birthday cake 
and presented a slice to a sailor 

nearby. 

‘Say,’ queried the gob, ‘weren’t 
you at the broadcast a few min- 





utes ago.’ = 
‘Yes, I was. I read a poem | film 
on the program,’ offered Miss | Variable Blocks 
Oberon. | Whether or not distribs may stick 


to the decree method of five films at 
a time, or go to a maximum of 13, 
as provided for under UMPI, there 
is obviously nothing to prevent a 
block of six, seven, eight, nine, 10, 11 


‘Of course,” said the sailor, as 
lightning struck him. ‘You read 
it beautifully. I can’t tell you 
how much I liked it. By the 
way, my name’s Roberts. What’s 





yours?’ or 12 instead, depending on film in- 
‘Oberon,’ said the film star, ventory, but providing all were 

‘I’m glad you like poetry.’ screened, 
—. Immediate reaction among dis- 


One of the girls from the Ubangi| tributors and exhibitors to the stand 


























will have at least two full special- 
(the choir), one in- 
Spitalny nixed Holly- 
in the past because of 
some comedian or a 
team fronting or interrupt- 
ing his orchestra, thus dissipating 
his best show advantages. 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Dispute bei-veen Columbia and 
the copyright holders-of the Ellery 
Queen stories wound up with the 
studio cancelling further filming of 
the series. Understood Columbia 
wanted to cut the group to two pic- 
tures a year while the title owners 
insisted on four per season. 

Three of the four on the current 
schedule have been competed. 


strumenta!l 
wood offers 
his dread of 





Into Their Nightmare 
Hollywood, Aug. 138. 
Filming started yesterday (Mon.) 





at Universal on ‘Nightmare, co-| With the fourth dropped, William 
starring Diana Barrymore and Brian Gargan and Margaret Lindsay, un- 
Donlevy. der contract for four, will be shifted 

Tim “Whelan is directing and/to another detective story late this 


Dwight Taylor producing month to satisfy their pacts. 





}sion is 
|fords adequate relief without invok- 
jing the remedy of divorcement and 





iSherman Act in 


Arnold’s Cautious Edict 


Continued from page 5 — 








order to end the manner of selling 
they indulge. 

Less than two weeks ago, when 
Arnold was continuing to stall, it 
was reported three major distribs 
were mulling the idea of going out to 
sell a block of 13 pictures regard- 
less, but also in hopes the UMPI 
formula would be approved. How- 
ever, they thought better of it, again 
because it was eared this might 
court the displeasure of Arnold and 


the DJ. Companies were said to 
have been Metro, Paramount and 
Warners. 





Full Text 


ta Continued from page 7 





selling of motion pictures would be 
to take a position inconsistent with 
the position the Department took 


at the institution of its antitrust 
proceedings. 
(4) So far as the cancellation 


privilege sought by the independent 
exhibitors is concerned, there is 
nothing in the decree which pre- 


vents the distributors from com- 
peting with each other in giving 
cancellation privileges equal to or 
in excess of those proposed in the 
UMPI plan. Such a grant should 
not be conditioned upon express 
Departmental acquiescence in blind 
selling. The existence of the large 
backlog of features already com- 
pleted, referred to above, will per- 


mit the consenting distributors to 
sell in block as large as 13, 
grant the cancellation privileges 


they have represented themselves 
as willing to grant in selling blocks 
of that size, and still trade show 
them before licensing. 

The Department recognizes that 
the preparation of the plan involved 
concerted action by the consenting 
defendants and organized groups of 




















is flighty, and in other spots not well | Ciub came down to swing it for the| taken by Arnold, though leaving |exhibitors. Such concerted action, 
synchronized with photography. Ini- | boys. Her pianist failed to show.| loopholes, is expected to result in | however, _ was necessary to the 
| tial footage showing Russia at peace | mp, » 6 called for a volunteer.| early and open criticism of the DJ. | presentation of the amendment and 
| in 1940 is too long perauee. * panes Unrehearsed, the couple put on a! especially among organized exhib | therefore will not be mare the basis 
| Been ee (the = agg oo: ts | good show and gave several en-| groups whose great majority wanted | of any action by the Wepartment. 
peatedl: in otne! Russian s OJECt . tro S373 a ati alia ihe r TTAADYT 1. « Se ey RA ‘ 4 - “pala 4 SLA ww ’ 
Y ime bindd ele ee ee ae a ee i > tes Aid FiBL R Pr ao vee \" 1 ET Bin A hr, amine 
necessarily thin story. ; final bow, the yirl turned to her} expres.ion of. -disappointment will tril ry r { ut into o eration any 
Picture shows how the Russ ans | service man accompanist and said: probably be more of an unofficial vt ong snationtl of coin "tale 
were attacked in 1961, and now el ‘You sure can hoop it up, white| character since great care has been 1942-43 Pe tote will be viewed by 
classes rallied to the colors, oe : boy.’ ‘So can you,’ said the service| taken up to this point in not incur- | the Department in the light of its 
for front-line duty, guerilla Rgnting man, ‘and I’d like to play for you ring any displeasure with Arnold or | effect upon competition in the in- 
oF home trot - owt Pd pte iext time you come to the canteen.’ the DJ. iustry and with particular reference 
sad a won ae. is I ° de. Schicklegruber, please note! Escape Clause | to its.effect upon the ability of in- 
new poh + it , 1 a vidly : : 7 . Klee a4 is dependent exhibitors to compete 
|fense of Moscow, also 1s vividly | ne en “a ’ , For this reason, distrib have In the judgment of the Depart- 
shown : ; ‘ eee R pty alg Rice, junior hostess, lost | veered away from taking to the open | ment, the motion picture decree has 
Edward G. Robinsons commen | a $10 bill on the dance floor. Horace}road on selling that is provided for | not vet succeeded in accomplishing 
tary is crisp, gaining effectiveness be- | Braham announced the loss. Mean-|under the ‘escape clause’ of the de- | its objective. Its operation must be 
cause of quiet but 7“ eee Paid while, some of the boys started to|/cree. Under this clause, since the | watched during the remaining 
Written ahaee ta of i cll > o around and take up a collection|D. of J. was not able io bring | period before a final decision is 
SS ee Weas nickels to make up the $10. But|United Artists, Columbia and Uni- made as to whether it. affords e- 
3 ; anothe1 group scavengered around |versal into the decree, the Big Five | a — Perea Sy eee dis. 
; and found the bill, was free to sell 1942-43 film for de- | powers ly of divorcement a : 
CONFESSION livery starting Sept. 1 without re- | °° nenenns 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) if a ~ a Seng, Ceeee. 0 Ove each sam zr: | 
‘ea ! AN | S italn without having to tradeshow pic- | . | | 
Mg, omnes rime of Texas. Direct | p y bane ners a One point might Nix UMPI F an | 
. turth. Stars Hugo del Ca fen- . . : » oi 2 raised in at the ‘escape clause’ | 
Mogia a Vila, atita r man ght Teas [Continued from page 2? did not say the Big bag a | HL ___continuea from page 7 
i Seen je ee “1 $75.000 for the chore. If it reaches|back to the old full-line mer- ~* were not proposed for inclu- 
Given a minimum of production | that tot as the contract terms in- chandising, though this has been the | sion in any omeitiimonk to the decree 
values and little else to help, this - [pea 3 a ee eee |—can be extended voluntarily Wy 
feeble film, flavored with pictur: Meantime, in the trade it is ob- any signatory rs 
Hollywood technique, maintains tne The n ( entails $7,000 for |served that Col, JA and U continue |‘ : . 
comparative poor standard of prod-| ..5j);9ad.and Pullmans for kis 30/)to sell on a full-line basis and are Noting that the purpose of the 
uct emanating from S. A. sirls to and from Universal City and|p~acticising the very blind-selling | decree was to find out whether 
Hugo del Carril, flourishing Ar- a k ¢ New York The 30 girls|which Arnold warn the others | Competitive conditions’ can be re- 
genuine singer, (ee, yo Rap 9 get '$280 week ' each, un on scale, against attempting. This could mean tored without more drastic steps to 
role supported bs cae i. ; on Ragga while recording. and the three-week |that Arnol may be planning a new | sever connections between circuits 
elirwond try ‘Tin eekaned s film ch re mi y tretch even further, | Offensive against thé Little Three in |and Hollywood, Arnold see 
] 2 : 2 Danielle Darrieux I addition. Spitalny gets a 9ersonal | the majors that ‘in the juagment 0 
cue eile, voice and person-| fee so that, on a Pang at Ace scale, | | the department, the motion picture 
ality. Direction by Mogia Barth, |}... 2 cinch to bit 75G. ‘ ; decree has not yet succeeded in ace 
however, makes the least of her. | another proviso, and unusual in Col. Drops Ellery After |complishing its objective. Its opera- 
The story presents eight tearful), ” 4 a Boee ‘ie & Munrentes that ‘ ‘ - |tion must be watched during the re- 
songs in a setting that involves a, band contracts, is a. ara ales. Tiff With Title Owners mining period before a final deci- 
|down-and-out but aspiring band Jed | Spitalny and his femme orchestra | made es 66 whether %& mie 


dissolution.’ 

The statement was construed gen- 
erally as final evidence Arnold and 
his associates have laid on the shelf 
for an indefinite period the charges 
originally brought against the small- 
er trio, Col, U and UA. The Justice 
Department has said nothing for 
months about reviving negotiations 
to bring them into any general 
agreement nor about resuming the 
sidetracked drive to have them 
bound by a court order based on a 
conviction they have violated the 
the past 


meme oe 
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HAS DONE IN THE FIRST 23 ENGAGEMENTS 
SAME THEATRES! SAME NUMBER OF DAYS! 
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CENTURY-FOX 


@ Are your plans set for “Salute to Our Heroes Month”? 
We can and MUST. sell a Billion Dotlars in Bonds during September! 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 





A. J. Balaban has been huddling with Tom Connors, 20th-Fox v 
details attendant to his takeover of the Roxy, N. Y., which goes under his 
operation effective Aug. 27. Actually, Balaban and Jack Partington, his 
associate, won't have their initial show in before November and maybe 
not until Xmas, in order to give themselves a real boff sendoff. 

A matter of a $150,000 facelift, including makeover of the large rotunda 
new chairs, drapes, etc., is the immediate problem (these are already pro- 
tected against priorities by advance orders) and it is hoped that no shut- 
down*of the Broadway deluxer, which is to become 20th-Fox’s No. 1 show- 


case, will be necessary. For another 


rently at the Roxy, auguring a long run, indicates a huge backlog of 
product, which is a problem for the company, anxious to get its new 


pictures out on release. However, 


was previously sold away. 





20th-Fox has bowed out of its optiun in the screen rights to ‘By Jupiter,’ 
Broadway musical, for which Music Corp. of America, selling agent, is 


asking $150,000. Several studios are 


. 20th, which owns the rights to ‘Warrior’s Husband,’ legiter on which the 
musical is based, is asking $50,000 for its share of any deal which may be 


made. 





Al Jolson while in N. Y. likes to wear the khaki shirt and pants 
that he works in while entertaining the troops. 
regulation to fool the unseasoned officers, and a young second lieutenant 


started to bawl out the comedian in 


your tie in!’ (he wears it out), when he recognized the comedian and 


apologized. 


The Hearst papers are still sensitive so far as Orson Welles is concerned 


(remember ‘Citizen Kane’?) so Lee 


played it safe on Welles’ “Magnificent Ambersons" (RKO), currently 
on Broadway, and merely reprinted excerpts from ‘Variety’s’ trade review 


of the film. 


It goes into Radio City Musical Hall. 





-Dp., On 


thing, the click of ‘Pied Piper,’ cur- 


‘Tales of Manhattan’ is one which 


reported bidding. 


It looks enough like 


the middle of Times Square, ‘Tuck 


Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror film critic, 











Sept. Billion-i 





=a continued from page 4 





and theatre exploiteers have ar- 
ranged a full schedule for the month 
to keep public interest at a high 
pitch. 

The American Women's Volunteer 
Services, already prominent in bond- 
selling via the manning of theatre 
lobby and sidewalk booths since last 


’ May, will figure importantly in the 


Sept. drive. Plus the theatre booth 
pitching, the uniformed femmes 
will also be utilized as color guards, 
for parades, etc. 

Some 450 AWVS women are on 
duty in theatres on Broadway be- 
tween 42d street and 125th street 
alone. Not constantly, of course, but 
alternating on different days and 
nights. 

Some Figures 

At a midnight confab at campaign 
headquarters in the Paramount 
bidg., N. Y., last week, a phone 
call from S, Charles Einfeld on the 







ntaA +t. + eadvrance men 
‘ . NP Pi aos. ma ae 
had a total Of 990,0U0U,u00 in. Taity 


Pledges, covering the first 10 cities 
on each tour, or one-third of the 
total number of star-rallies. 
Wires received from members of 
the ‘$33,000,000 Commando Com- 
mittee’ showed several sales of $250,- 
000 with indications that the $33,- 
000,000 figure would be met. 
Estimates are that an additional 
$250,000,000 will be raised via pay- 
roll deduction sales, raising the fig- 
ure to $375,000,000 for the -month, 


while another $75,000,000 in bond 
sales is anticipated from nearly 
5,000 theatres qualified as official 


issuing agents. If balance of the 
tours measure up in response to 
those advance reports from Einfeld, 
the committee figures on another 
$200,000,000 in bond sales from that 
source. 

Max A. Cohen, N. Y. State chair- 
man, states N. Y. will definitely hit 
its quota of $168,000,000. Other ad- 
vance reports listing actual pledges 


in various localities are as follows: | 


Philadelphia, $2,000,000; Easton, Pa., 
$1,000,000 bond rally; Scranton, 
$500,000 rally; Cairo, Ill, $2,350,- 
000 for month; Little Rock, $1,250,- 
000; Memphis, $3.000,000 for month: 
Newark, $1,000,000 in six hours dur- 
ing star visit; Trenton, $1,000,000 
for the day; Reno, $250,000 in ad- 
dition to rally at Carson City; Hunt- 
ington, $250,000; New Jersey, $35,- 
000,000 for September. 
‘Commandos’ Meet 


_New York group of picture execu- 
Uves of the $33,000,000 Commando 
Committee’ named to sell war bonds 
during the September drive meet 
tomorrow (Thursday) for luncheon 
at Toots Shor’s restaurant, Among 
those aitending, each pledged to sell 

















TWO THEATRE One or both 

MANAGEMENT available. 
One or more 

EXECUTIVES theatres. 
| FORMATION eamiey * 
" 154 W. 46th St 

7 New York 
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$1,000,000 worth of War bonds, are 
Stanton Griffis, Nicholas M. Schenck, 
Adolph Zukor, N. Peter Rathvon, 
Hermann G, Place, Spyros Skouras, 





H’wood Mobilizes 
Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Hollywood is mobilizing its biggest 
army of film talent under the aus- 
pices of the War Activities Com- 
mittee for seven nationwide tours as 
‘Stars Over America.” Hollywood 
Victory Committee is rounding up a 
list of stars and cooperating with 
the studios to learn which players 
will be free from production work 
during September. 


To date the volunteers are Walter 
Abel, Edward Arnold, Lynn Bari, 
Robert Benchley, Joan Bennett, 
James Cagney, Leo Carrillo, 
Claudette Colbert, Ronald Col- 
man, Laird Cregar, Bette Davis, 
> ee i oer. + aoe seats ad scene 
Dunne, Alice Faye, Henry Fonda, 
Greer Garson, Janet Gaynor, Pau:- 
ette Goddard, Hugh Herbert, Miriam 
Hopkins, Dorothy Lamour, Charles 
Laughton, Joan Leslie, Herbert Mar- 
shall, Dennis Morgan, Thomas Mit- 
chell, Norma Shearer, Alexis Smith, 
Margaret Sullavan, Gene Tierney, 
Franchot Tone, Jane Wyman, Rob- 
ert Young and Vera Zorina. 

Film tourists will cover seven 
routes, appearing in 300 cities and 
towns and making side trips into 
rural neighborhoods as yet untrod- 
den by Hollywood celebrities. Mass 
meetings are being arranged from 
civic auditoriums to barns and open 
cornfields by emissaries under com- 
mand of S. Charles Einfeld, field-.di- 
rector of the tours. The tourists 
have set a target of $300,000,000 as 
their share of the billion-dollar 








SOEG HOPE TO 


ence between titular heads of the 


about the request for classifications. 


from the Coast 


Coast exchange office crews, 


Charles Skouras, Barney Balaban, 
Jack Cohn, H. J. Yates, Jules 
Brulatour, Herman Robbins, Will | 


SET TERMS 
THIS WEEK 


The scheduled ‘zero hour’ confer- 





majors and reps of the Screen Office 
Employees Guild, which started yes- 
terday morning (18) in New York, 
panned out to the extent of the 
union men agreeing to stay over an- 
other day and resume discussions 
this (Wed.) morning. The snag was 
still money, with the SOEG reps of- 
fering to comprise on the wage scale 
and the employers still adamant 


With the eraployers represented by 
the men who have the final say, and 
the union prepared for drastic action, 
the agreement to confer again today 
was interrupted as indicative of a 
partial meeting of the minds with a 
settlement probable by the end of 
the week. 

Labor delegates, who came on 
te huddle over 
wages and werking conditions for 
had 
served notice that yesterday’s meet- 
ing was their last. Employer reps 
had agreed on a minimum pay base 
of $23.50 but balked at setting up job 
classifications and definite salaries for 
each slot since any deal with the 
Coast exchanges would naturally 
affect exchanges elsewhere in the 
country. SOEG reps have threatened 
to pull the studios unless employers 
made a deal. 





Fays, Ed Raftery and Joe Hazen. 
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U.S. Roll Call 
| Continued from page ? 
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| Myer’s Blast 
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view. Though there will be ‘a great | 
deal of griping and recrimination,’ | 
nothing in Arnold’s statement pre- 
vents blind selling of the whole line, 
preference to affiliated chains on 
terms denied indie exhibs and other 
types of distributor domination.’ 
‘Thurman Arnold is an able, clear- 
headed man and can make himself 
understood when he wishes to do so. 
That is the way he talked in 1938 
when he was in dead earnest about 
the motion picture trust. When he 
wants to throw sand in a visitors 
eyes, he jumps on his verbal horse 
and gallops off in all directions. 
That is the way he was about the 
consent decree in 1940 and about 
the UMPI plan after 4t was submit- 
ted,’ Myers snorted. ‘No one in the 
future will waste the time or money 
to engage in cooperative undertak- 
ings that can have the slightest bear- 
ing on competitive practices until 
|Mr. Arnold tells them, straight from 
\the shoulder, that it is all right. to 


do so.” 








| and services are contributed, Philly’s 














Charles Gore, film house man- 
ager, Marines. 

Bob Garred, newscaster, Naval 
Reserve Air Corps. 

Charles Minor, Jr., film house 


manager, Army. 
Bill Shirley, screen player, Army. 
Jimmy Henegan, former ‘Variety’ 
mugg, upped to corporal. 
George Reineking, International 
News photo manager, Army Corps. 
Frank McGrath, film player, Navy. 
Bill Walling, cameraman, Navy. 
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secretaries, Las worked out a plan 
whereby nightly shows at the Can- 
teen will be supplied from single 
sources, that is one evening the Wil- 
liam Morris agency will supply the | 
bill, NBC, CBS or other radio offices 
or night clubs supplying the shows 
on subsequent dates 

Sauter is acting without compensa- 
tion in both posts. Those on the 
original committee were likewise 
volunteers who made personal con- 
tacts with performers and were cred- 
ited with doing an excellent job. 
Radie Harris, one of the most active 
volunteers, was assigned to the Coast 
to handle Canteen entertainment 
there. 

Understood there was some fric- 


wit, ¥.. Lantoss. .. Nee 





tion with the general committee at 
the Canteen, which was attributed | 
to zeal in conforming to the rules but 
which led to the switch in the en- | 
tertainment management 


Philly Canteen” Broke 
Philadelphia, Aug. 18 
Strapped by lack of finances, de- 
spite the fact that most of its food 


Stage Door Canteen is going to ap- 
peal to the public for funds. 

A series of ‘tag days’ will be held, 
Sert 9-11, at which the Canteen 
hostesses will be spotted at busy 
intersections in the city and sub- 
urbs with collection cans. Aim is to 
raise $25,000. 

The local canteen was all set to | 
sell radio program, which woe | 
have brought enough revenue to | 
meet expenses, but this project was 
scotched when the parent canteen | 
in New York sold a commercial 
show to Mazola via CBS, and the 





local crowd was ordered to stop 
its ether deal. 
The canteen campaigu will be 


handled by Phil Klein, ad agency 
head, and Fred S. Spellissy, v.p. of 
the Market Street National Bank, 
whose president, Livingston Sullivan, 
is one of the leading figures behind 
the canteen. 














All 5 Consent Majors 








ever, this would be a matter of in- 
dividual company sales policy and 
might not be definitely determined 
for another week. 

WB and Par Tee Off 

Both Warner Bros. and Paramount 
began selling their first groups 
last group, as the latter company 
announced -its first group of four 
for 1942-43. ‘Aetro announced eight 
features as its first group on 
Thursday (13), the day after Par set 
its first five. RKO’s apparent ac- 
tion in joining the procession and 
starting 1942-43 sales brought all 
five Consent Decree ‘blocks-of-five’ 
companies into the lineup of dis- 
tributors going ahead with next sea- 
son sales plans. 

Fact that William F. Rodgers, 
Metro sales chief, announced eight 
pictures as being sold ‘now under 
the provisions incorporated under 
the UMPI discussions,’ was inter- 
preted on the Coast, where he made 
the announcement, as an easy way 
to prelude formal statement by the 
Department of Justice that the 
UMPI plan was killed. The eight 
pictures announced in the group al- 


ready have been shown to ex- 
hibitors. 

Par’s First Block 
Par’s first group includes ‘The 


Major and the Minor,’ Ginger Rogers 
starrer; ‘The Glass Key,’ ‘Priorities 
on Parade’ and ‘Henry Aldrich, 
Editor.’ First-named goes into N. Y.’s 
Paramount after ‘Holiday Inn,” while 
‘Priorities’ already has played the 
theatre. Tradeshowings are set for 
Aug. 27 and 28, but there is nothing 
to prevent the company from going 
ahead on selling before then, which 
it is doing. 

Warner Bros. tradeshowed five 
features last week and has set the 
release date on four of them. They 
are ‘Across the Pacific, Humphrey 
Bogart starrer, released Sept. 5; 
‘Desperate Journey,’ Errol Flynn 
starrer, Sept. 23, and ‘Busses Roar,’ 
Sept. 19. ‘Now Voyager, Bette 
Davis’ latest starring vehicle, likely 
will get a late October or early No- 
vember release date. 

After starting to sell its first block 
of five last month, 20th-Fox also has 
its second block lined up for selling 
in the 1942-43 season, and is not de- 
laying sales plans on it. 


Besides setting Aug. 25 as the date | 
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for trade screening of ‘Here We Go 
Again,” Edgar Bergen-Fibber Mc- 
Gee & Moliy feature, RKO this week 
listed “Big Street,” “Mexican Spitfire’s 
Elephant,’ ‘Wings and the Woman’ 
and ‘Bandit Ranger’ for September 
release. ‘Here We Go’ and ‘High- 
ways By Night’ are scheduled ag 
October releases. 

Metro announced that two pic- 
tures in the group of eight already 
have been set for important test 
runs. ‘Somewhere I'll Find You,’ 
Gable-Turner starrer, will have nine 
pre-release dates including the Cap- 
itol in N. Y., while ‘Panama Hattie,’ 
from the Broadway musical, will be 
tested in Providence, Syracuse, 
Nashville and Rochester the week of 
Aug. 27. The ‘Somewhere’ dates 
will start the week of Aug. 19 (to- 
day ). 











WB’s Wilk 
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Stage plays, remains divided among 
the film company story departments 
while the Dramatists Guild is skep- 
tical that any new agreement will 
be evolved in the near future. 


Some of the majors, including 
Paramount, Warners and Metro, ap- 
pear likely to become more active 
in play production and financing this 
season, regardless of any new 
agreement. Others fail to see the 
advantage in advance purchase of 
film rights to unproduced plays. It's 
the plan which backfired three years 
ago when the Metro and Warner 
legal departments balked at various 
clsuses at a time when adoption 
of the agreement appeared immi- 
nent. 








Advantages? 

‘There may be some value in that 
agreement,’ one story department 
heed stated, ‘though I can’t figure 
out exactly what it is. I'm inclined 
t» think that most of these sudden 
urges to back plays are largely a 
matter of ego which picture men 
want satisfied. They like to feel 
that they are helping the living 
theatre by bringing out plays which 
might otherwise remain unproduced., 
Yet it isn’t in the cards that com- 
mercial or other worthwhile plays 
will lie around indefinitely, passed 
up by stage producers, waiting for 
the picture companies to dust them 
off’ 
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SECOND WEEK 
BARBARA STANWYCK 


George Brent @ Geraldine Fitzgerald 


in 
“The Gay Sisters”’ 
Warner Bros. New Hit 
IN PERSON 
Swing and Sway With 
Sammy Kaye 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Alsa 
The Nenchalants—The Stemmer Sisters 
i’ way 


Air 
Conditioned 4vih St, 














The Mighty Story 
of Today—The 


PIED PIPER 


ROXY pense 


Pius a Big 
Stage Shew 
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JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Pros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


All Seats Reterwed — Twice Daily, 2:45-8°45 
Air Conditioned. B'way, Sist St. Cl. 7-5545. 





MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVEK 


“BAMBI” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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HELD OVER 2nd BIG WHKEK! 
ORSON WELLES’ 


Seneational Drama 


“The MAGNIFICENT 








Starts Thur., 
“TARZAN'S 
New York Adventure 
Johany Weisemulter 
Maureen O'Sullivan 


Aug. 20 


LOEW’S | 
STATE Tienes 
Sq. i 
Last Times Wed 
WILLIAM POWELL 
HEDY LAMARR i 
“CROSSROADS 
In Person 
Bebby Byrne & Orch. | 
The Oxterd Beys i 
' 


in Perwr 

















B'WAY & 
47th St 


STAnts tUmvnnud 
Fred ASTAIRE @ Ginger ROCER: 


“TOP HAT” 


—and— 


“DUKE OF WEST POINT” 


‘-en FOHTSINE « 





levis HAYW*RD 





SAMUEL GOLOWYN PRESENTS 


GARY COOPER in 
THE PRIDE OF 
THE YANKEES ~ 


{The Life of Lou Gehrig) 
Released Through RK O-Radio An nay A 
Air : Bway Pepular ces 
| Ceoted ASTOR & 45th Midnight Shows 
Ceatinveus Performances 








ala Smith & Date 
AMBERSONS Jan Survey Billy Reeas 
Harry King Artina Linda Ware 
BWAY & é 
7] CAPITOL Sst ST. Grace Orysdale Mary Raye & Naid 








ss sterieS FRED 
CROSBY - ASTAIRE 
A Paramount 
Pectre 











Midnight 
Feature 








*BRILLIANT—A NiT'—Anderses, ae 
50c $1 & $1.50 vax 
Sat. Nights Only 50c. to $2.50 Pius Tax 


Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz present 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Roeckeieller Center 
CO. 5-5474 
America’s Only lee Theatre 
Evgs.. incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed..Sat. and Sua. 
Ne Monday Performance. ALWAYS COOL 
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Atlantic Out of Football Sponsorship; 
Spent $500,000 on East Coast 








vv 


Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

Atlantic Refining will not sponsor 
the broadcasts of football games this 
season because of the shortage of 
gasoline, rationing, lack of sales, etc. 
This will crimp stations all over the 
east, and means the loss of a nice 
chunk of revenue to eastern colleges, 
as well as to pro football teams as 
well as a few high schools. 

Atlantic has been the bankroller 
for more football broadcasts than 
any other advertiser in the U. S., 
having sponsored the airing of 185 
grid contests last year. Although 
neither the company, nor the agency 
(}. W. Ayer) handling the shows 
would confirm any figures, radio 
men estimate that the oi] company 
had spent upwards of $500,000 yearly 
for the airings in fees to schools, 
cost of time, announcers, line 
charges and the like. 

Colleges received from $5,000 to 
$20,000 for the privelege of allowing 
their games broadcast. 

Atlantic sponsored broadcasts of 
games from Maine to Florida. 

Local stations are making a 
scramble to find new sponsors for 
broadcasts, but have promised that 
if no bankroller is found they’ll air 
the grid shows on a sustaining basis. 
Only outlet to find an ‘angel’ for a 
grid show is WFIL which last week 
signed Pabst Beer to sponsor the 
broadeast of the 12 games of the 
Philadelphia Eagles (pro) games, 
home and away, with Byrum Saam, 
free lance gabber, to handle the 
show. 

WCAU will broadcast the games 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 
sponsor or no. Temple will be aired 
via WIP. 


MARSHALL ENDS 
SOLDIER ‘HELLO’ 
STUFF 


Washington, Aug. 18. 
Personal messages between troops 
at oversea stations and friends and 
relatives in the U. S. ‘whether by 











aisks,’ has been abolished by Gen. 
George C. Marshall, army chief of 
staff, acting under orders from the 
secretary of war. 

Stating that the practice of send- 
ing personal messages by the form 
covered in the order has been ‘found 
dangerous to the national security, 
and is an unsatisfactory means of 
personal communication since there 
is no assurance that messages so re- 
corded will reach persons for whom 
they are intended,’ Gen. Marshall 
served notice that spoken messages 
would be ‘discontinued’ in the 
future. 


MOGOLEFSKY, WBYN, 
IN RISKY AD LIBS 


One of the more flagrant violators 








Sbas'-svave broadcast or transvort.of, 


Pity the Utilities, Upset 
By War, Plea in Series 
Of One-Minute Discs 


Connecticut Bus Co. is following 
the example of numerous regional 
phone and other utility companies. 
It is advertising to reduce the vol- 
ume of its public patronage and to 
expand public good nature where 
service is faulty due to war condi- 
tions, 

Irene Beasley recorded a series of 
eight one-minute singing announce- 
ments in N. Y. for the bus company. 
They'll be heard on these Connecti- 
cut outlets: WELI, New Haven; 
WDRC, Hartford; WNLC, New 
London. 

Wilson & Haight, 
the agency. 


CONGRESSMAN'S 
VEILED HINT 
ON DISSENT 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Kicking radio commentators and 
newspaper publishers, editorial 
writers, and columnists around the 
halls of Congress is becoming a pop- 
ular sport. Since a handful of Sena- 
tors let go their ire a month ago, the 
fashion has spread to the House of 
Representatives. 

Direct poke at ‘radio announcers’ 
—whom he did not identify—was 
made by Rep. John J. Delaney, New 
York Democrat, Monday (17). 
Brocklynite said “the time is fast 
approaching w hen_ newspapers, 
magazines, radio announcers, and 
others dispensing news will be sub- 
jected to blackjack or black-mail if 
they don’t express views or opinions 
in cOnsonance with the viewpoint of 
their readers and listeners.’ Impli- 
cation was that anybody «critical of 
the Administration or finding fault 
with the war program must expect 
to be chastised. 

Si Ie cate ccay sre Wg me ee 


AFRA CERTIFIED TO 
REP KDKA SPIELERS 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Recognition as collective bargain- 
ing agent for staff announcers at 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, was ordered 
granted the American Federation of 
Radio Artists last week. The Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board certi- 
fied a payroll check showing that all 
eight microphonists employed by the 
Westinghouse outlet during June 
wanted to be represented by the 
AFL unit. 

There was no election, since par- 
ties agreed to abide by the informal 
canvass. 





Hartford, was 
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Fred Patterson, assistant program 





©f the Defense Communications | director at KOM®@-KJR, Seattle, is 
Board regulations is Samuel P.|!on a leave of absence from the sta- 
Mogolefsky, old-time sponsor of|tion to play a bit in Columbia’s 
radio programs in the Yiddish lan- | ‘The Commandos Land at Dawn,’ 
#uage, currently financing a Sunday | r >ing j > ancouver 
caietiier cise — wave Sor el} stall Nia filmed on Vancouver 
‘Three Lucky Sevens’ emporium. | 

Show has the station executives | 


picnty worried since the sponsor in- 
sists on doing his own commercials 
which poses a pretty problem since 
the emir works adlib. Last Sunday, 
for example, he adlibbed a commer- 
cial based on the fact that it was 
raining at the time he was. on the 
air. ‘ 

DCB regulations prohibit men- 
tioning the weather and adlibbing. 





John Cooper to NBC 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 
John Cooper, publicity director at 
KDKA who came here from Boston 
couple of years ago, is leaving next 
week to join NBC’s special events 
department in New York. Cooper 
was connected with Westinghouse 
station in Hub at time of his transfer 
to Pittsburgh to replace Kay Barr, 
who is now with his and KDKA’s ald 
boss, Al Nelson on the coast. 
Cooper’s successor here hasn't been 
named yet. 


Within three weeks of acquiring 
the spot end of the Carter’s Little 
Liver Pills account the Ted Bates 
agency has run into difficulty over 
station contracts. Several stations 
have rejected the contract forms 
offered them by the agency because 
the latter insisted on including a 
clause that permitted the account to 
cancel at any time and without pre- 
vious notice. Tue standard spot con- 
tract requires that the station be 
given a minimum notice of two 
weeks. 

Bates also inserted three other 
clauses into the Carter contracts, two 
of which were generally waived but 





75-Year-Old Salesman 





Milwaukee, Aug. 18. 

Ben Wolff, champ time seller 
of WEMP, who claims the dis- 
tinction of being radio’s oldest 
salesman, last week celebrated 
his 75th birthday anniversary. 
Station employees surprised him 
with a studio birthday party and 
a huge birthday cake that bore 
75 candles. 

Cc. J. Lanphier, manager of 
WEMP, included among a mul- 
titude of gifts a leather pouch 
containing 75 silver dollars for 
the young feller. 


Progress Made 
In Lining Up 
O.W.L. Spot Ads 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Initial assignments to a handful of 
spet advertisers being brought into 
the expanded plan to ‘allocate’ Gov- 
ernment radio messages are going 
out now and the first attempt to use 
non-network programs to win sup- 
port for the war program is sched- 
uled week after next. 

Though Office of War Information 
officials are going forward with their 
desire to drag the spot sponsors into 
the organized propaganda drive, the 
response to appeals from W. B. 
Lewis, director of the O.W.L.’s Radio 
Bureau, is slow. No figures are 
available regarding the number of 
advertisers who will make up ‘Group 
A’—though it is said that ‘everybody 
whom we asked’ is willing to go 
along. Two subdivisions of the first 
group are being organized, so that 
two themes can be plugged simul- 
taneously, while the sponsors using 
live talent are being weeded out 
from those depending on transcribed 
announcements. 

Only meagre information is avail- 
able at this stage concerning the 
amount of coverage O.W.I. expects 
to get via the first group of spot mes- 
sages. There has not been time, ac- 
cording to Radio Bureau officials, to 
analyze the responses showing just 
what stations are used, so it is pos- 
sible there will be duplication—one 
of the things the plan is designed to 
prevent—in the early stages. 

With the comment ‘we have enough 
to start,’ Seymour Morris, aide to 








messages on either ‘Victory Food’ or 
war bonds to the Group A spot ad- 
vertisers. 

First use of the non-network spon- 
sors affects those using live talent. 
These are requested to air the Fed- 
eral plugs sometime during the week 
of Aug. 31. Recorded messages will 
go out during the week of Sept. 21. 
In view of the desire to have three 
groups, this timing indicates the 
O.W.I. planners hope to have enough 
other sponsors in line to assign dif- 
ferent themes for each of the two 
intervening weeks to different non- 
network programs. 


Pabst to Air Dodgers’ 
9 Grid Games on WOR 


Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer will spon- 
sor nine professional football games 








over WOR, New York, this fall. Five 
from Ebbets Field, four out of town. 
|The team being followed is the 
| Brooklyn Dodgers. Will broadcast 
| Sunday matinees starting Oct. 11. 
Connie Desmond will call 
plays. 


the 








Carter's Little Liver Pills Demand 
Conditions, Stations Not Receptive 


the third of which found some ob- 
jectors. The two clauses that the sta- 
tions considered fair and reasonable 
were (1) that no other spot an- 
nouncement would come _— three 
minutes before or after the Carter 
blurb and (2) that the Carter an- 
nouncements must remain adjacent 
to the program stipulated in the 
contract.. The clause that some 
broadcasters are shying away from 
makes it binding upon the station 
not to spot a competitive product 29 
minutes before or after a Carter’s 
announcement. Broadcasters are in- 
clined as a rule to allow for a lee- 
way of 14 minutes. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discusstnc: The frustrations of war-winning 
proposals in the domestic foreign language field—the presence of Sir 
Cecil Graves, BBC head man—the refusal of cigarette companies to 
take Government criticism—the appearance of Russell Clevenger, who 
knows plenty about broadcasters, as publicist of the FCC—the im- 
minent appointment at long last of a CBS director of sales promotion. 
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Mutual and Feen-a-Mint ate making an occasion of the 100th broadcast 
of ‘Double or Nothing’ this Friday (21)....An elaborate brochure of 
publicity material was supplied all stations, and the front page of Mutual's 
folio was given over....N. Y. University Radio Workshop gave real 
diplomas for first time when 1942 class ‘graduated’ Thursday night at 
Hotel Brevoort....There were gag honorary degrees for various guest 
lecturers, including Lyman Bryson, Earl McGill, John MacDonnell, Ben 
Grauer, Robert J. Landry....Bill Kelso, from Pacific Coast, co-emcee 
of WNEW’s Milkman’s Matinee along with Jack Lescoulie....This station 
has new sales promotion manager, John V. Sullivan, from Blue net- 
work....Maurice Dreicer started a “Tudor Forum’ (from Tudgr City) 
Friday over WHN, with Ed Bernays and Roger Baldwin leading off.... 
‘Stage Door Canteen’ for Aug. 20 has Helen Menken, Ed Wynn, Bidu 
Sayao and Harry James. 

George Wells, J. Walter Thompson staff writer on the Lux show, is on 
a fishing trip in Colorado. He had been visiting the agency’s New York 
office....WEAF (N.Y.) treated the press to drinks Saturday night (15) at 
Club 21 following the station’s anniversary broadcast over NBC. 

Muriel Pollack. organist on ‘David Harum’ and ‘Stella Dallas,’ cele- 
brates her ninth anniversary in radio this week....James Monks has been 
assigned the role of ‘Carter Trent’ in ‘Pepper Young’s Family’ (NBC).... 
Ted Donaldson, serial actor, who becomes nine years old tomorrow (20), 
has spent five of them in radio....Larry Elliott, who usually announces 
Adelaide Hawley’s ‘Women’s Page of the Air’ with the sentence, ‘News of 
women and things of interest to women,’ stumbled last week and it came 
out, ‘Women—things of interest to men.’ 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


THE RApIo TRADE 1s Discussinc: War Department crackdown on too 
much radio activity at Santa Ana air force training center, activated by 
Lieut.-Col. James Higgs, former time buyer—The hustle and bustle 
around the Young & Rubicam office with Chet LaRoche and Tom Har- 
rington both on the scene—That headachy ‘Tuttle’ show for Rinso— 
Amos ’n’ Andy’s desperation to climb out of the C. A. B. depths. 





Walter Johnson, MCA’s Coast radio head, confident he'll have a buyer 
(at his quoted figure) before another fortnight for Screen Guild Theatre 
....Jo0e Parker, former NBC producer, now heading radio department for 
California Shipbuilding Corp....Pat Weaver around for a last visit with 
the old gang before moving into the Navy....Dick Marvin in town to set 
up the Abbott and Costello show for Camels with Eddie Sherman.... 
KNX losing its two top newscasters with departure of Bob Garred and 
Knox Manning for the service, both as commissioned officers. ...Johnny 
Guedel named Coast manager of Russel Seeds office....Sam Hayes, news- 
caster for Sperry Flour on NBC, and the Wings surpriser, ‘People Are 
Funny,’ set for another quarter....Paul Rickenbacher’s resignation as aide 
to Danny Danker at J. Walter Thompson necessitated a double shift— 
Norman Blackburn from publicity to Rick’s talent buying spot, and Harry 
Kerr to the publicity post in addition to his duties as scripter for C. B. 
DeMille on Lux Radio Theatre....Clark Andrews, who left radio produc- 
tion for pictures and marriage to Claire Trevor (recently dissolved) now 
a private in the Army....Lou Holtz, Mildred Bailey and Producer Marx 
Loeb here for three airings of ‘Time Out For Laughs’....Lewis Allen 
Weiss east for Mutual board meeting....Bobby Brown around for a brief 
respite from his duties with CBS in Chicago....Bob Redd writing and 
producing a weekly program for civilian observers of aircraft warning 


Douglas Meservey, assistant director, | service over NBC. 
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IN CHICACO . o. 

Jack Eppler of NBC guide staff has enlisted in the Navy as a cadet 
flyer....Alex Dreier, news commentator, addressing Purchasing Agents 
of Chicago this week on ‘Global Aspects of War’. .;.Jack Ryan, NBC pix 
editor, suggested to Mayor Kelly that brass and bronze cornerstone on 
public buildings be converted to war effort....Judith Waller, radio public 
service director, to Interlochen, Mich., for meeting this week of Assn. of 
Education by Radio. 

Ed Abbott, WBBM producer, has joined the Army Air Force....Jess 
Kilpatrick, WGN announcer, acts as model for the Treasury Dept.’s new 
war bond poster, depicting him as auto mechanic....John Guedel, writer- 
producer, has been made manager of the Hollywood branch of Russel 
Seeds, Chicago agency....Quiz Kids are engaged in a four-day battle 
with Breakfast Club m.c. Don McNeill in guest appearances on Blue net- 
work starting Wednesday morning. 

Cyril E. Wagner, formerly a radio press agent, now private in Army 
graduates the Weather School, Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill, this Wednes- 


day....Gene Daly, former publicity man for the state of Indiana and UP 
staff member in Chicago and Indianapolis, has been added to the WBBM 
news writing staff....Guy Savage, WGN announcer, had his second song, 


‘Texas Star,’ published this week, Lou Jackobson to Camp Grant, IIL, 
today to produce the Chicagoland Church Hour....John McCormick and 
Fahey Flynn, WBBM announcers, will act as narrators on new ‘Master- 
works of Music’ series beginning Aug. 16....During Chicago’s blackout 
last Wed. nite, WGN special events man and sound crew circled city in 
airplane describing sights....Jimmy Cagney, Paul Whiteman, Eddie Pea- 
body, Betty Lou Gerson, Irna Phillips, Barbara Luddy and Eileen Palmer 
guesting on WBBM’s ‘Victory Matinee’ open house week of Aug. 17.... 
Del King, with Russel Seeds as casting director on Coast, now back in 
Chicago gwaiting induction into Army....John Holbrook, WGN news 
commentator on vacation in North Woods, subbing for him are Holland 
Engle, Jack Brickhouse and Guy Savage....Newscaster John Harrington 
last week started a new series of open-air broadcasts from WBBM’s 
sidewalk news booth on the Boule Mich. 


TEXAS ACT’S NEW BILLING/ NBC PRESS MAILING 
Former Light Crust Doughboys Now| F(R ARMY PERIODICALS 


‘Coffee Grinders’ 
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San Antonio, Aug. 18. 

Duncan Coffee Co., of Houston will 
begin new series daily over the Texas 
Quality Network and several inde- 
pendent stations replacing current 
series titled ‘Missing Persons.’ New 
programs will have Parker Willson 
and His Coffee Grinders (formerly 
the Light Crust Doughboys), origi- 
nally from WE'AA, Dallas. 

Account is handled through the 
Steele Advertising Agency. 





George Case, last with WGN, is 
now a director at WBBM, Chicago. 





NBC press department released 
Friday (14) the ‘first batch of a 
regular mailing of news, features, 


mats and prints prepared exclu- 
sively for U. S. Army newspapers. 
A special masthead is used for the 
No. 1 page for each mailing. Be- 
tween the silhouettes of two sol- 
diers there’s the inscription, ‘To U. 
S. Services from NBC.’ ‘ 

Included in the initial baich 35 
a piece by H. V. Kaltenborn in 
which he doubts the existence in the 
United re after the war of & 
conscript arnfy. 
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News Wanted About— 


James G. McDonald, who does a news commentary daily at 2:30 p.m. 
over the Blue network, puts more than ordinary emphasis on what 
listeners are interested in and what they think. He carefully checks 
letters. An analysis of his audience mail recently reveals the thought- 
ful public currently most curious about: 

Reprisals against Germans for their murdering of hostages and i'/- 
nocent people generally. 

Relations of the U.S.A. with Vichy. 

Rationing. 

The Women’s Auxiliary. 

What kind of peace we will win. 

Negroes and the Army. 

Allotment of land and colonies after war. 

Probable length of war. 

Where is Germany getting her oil. 

The Atlantic Charter and the Orient. 





Japs in the Aleutians. 
Russia’s part in peace. 
U.S.-Finnish relations. 








CBS ACQUIRES 
WEET BOSTON, 
OUTRIGHT 


CBS has consummated a contract 
with the Edison Electric Illuminating 
Co. of Boston for the purchase of 
WEEI, Boston. It won’t be necessary 
for the Federal 
Commission to pass on this transac- 
tion because, as CBS disclosed yes- 
terday (Tuesday), it (the network) 
has been operating WEEI for the 
past six years as a licensee, anyway. 
The FCC’s records up to 1939, at 
least, showed CBS as being merely a 
lessee and the Edison Co. as licensee 
and sole stockholder. CBS did not 
reveal just when the change in the 
licensee status occurred. Sale be- 
comes publicly effective Aug. 31. 

The FCC hasn’t permitted a net- 
work to buy a station in over six 
years. The last deal of this sort that 
passed the commission was Colum- 
bia’s taking over of KNX, Los An- 
geles, for the then record price of 
$1,250,000. 

When.CBS assumed. the operation 
of WEET If 1936 %“was reported: that 
the network agreed to pay the Edi- 
son Co. $200,000 a year for the bare 
walls. Columbia has made quite an 





Communications piilliard 
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Red Skelton Earliest Of 
Network Returns; Nelson, 
Hilliard Working West 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 

Because of early start set this year 
for resumption of Red Skelton radio 
show, Ozzie “Nelson and Harriet Hil- 
liard have been forced to cut short 
their p.a. tour, and are already work- 
ing their way back to the coast. 
Skelton resumes Sept. 15, earliest 
getaway so far for a big-time airer, 
and Nelson and his band and Miss 
will be back on again, 

roadcast resuming original format. 

Couple went from Stanley theatre 
here to Cleveland and then play 





Dayton and Milwaukee, breaking the 
jump from there to Hollywood with 
a Labor Day weekend stand in 


Davenport, Ia. 


DOROTHY THOMPSON 
ON BLUE IN FALL 


Trimont Clothing is bringing 
Dorothy Thompson back on the Blue 
Network this fall. 

It will probably be the Sunday 
9:45-10 p.m. period. 


YES, WE HAVE A TEAM 








investment in the station during the | 


run of the lease. It is adding more 
space at the end of this month so 
that it will have three floors in the 
Edison Co.'s ereay. 





G. W. Johnstone Searches ° 


Web Commentator Material vow ste... 


Meltrwonl, Aug. 1 
Course charted by G. W. depnny’ 
Johnstone, director of news and spe- 
cial events for the Blue network, in 
his quest of commentators is taking 
him through the newsrooms of met- 
ropolitan dailies. After summing up 





| light of day in 1917 


the crop of potentials, by and large, | 


he has come to the conclusion that 
editors and editorial writers are best 
sulted to the task of interpreting the 


war news culled from dispatches. | 
Retired military officers are also 
rated highly by Johnstone. College 


profs are not on his blue 
cial, 

While here Johnstone is talking to 
several downtown editors, and ex- 
pects to put at least one on the net- 
work. He declared that the Blue is 
building up its commentator staff to 
give it top rank among the networks. 
Before returning to New York he 
80es to Frisco for a few days to 
strengthen his departments there. 


plate spe- 





Murray on Limb 





Ottowa, “Aug. 17. 
The fate of Gladstone Murray, 
general manager of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., will not be 
handed down today (Tuesday) as 
expected. Action on the parliamen- 
try investigation will be delayed. 
Probably will be clarified next 
week, 


That 
Football 


Unfounded 
Doesn't Play 


Report 


Detroit, Mich. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

May I take exception to one of 
your statements in the Aug. 5 issue 
of ‘Variéty?’ 


you laud 


Telford 


wherein 
Frank 
Wayne 
which has a radio workshop but no 
.That, Sir, calls for 


Be Popular’ 


Nayne alumnus 


football team’... 
a firm rebuttal. 

Wayne University first saw the 
as Detroit Junior | 
College. In 1924 JC became 
City College and in 1934 DCC be- 
came Wayne University. During the 


Wayne | 


In your story ‘Counter Propaganda 
Coast News Rooms for Blue) can 2 ro 0 


University | 


Detroit | 





BEING RECORUED 
AROUND NEW YORK 


If Soldiers Also Sing or 
Strum Guitar They’ll Do 
Their Stuff—Intended for | 
114 Stations in Central 
and South American 
Countries . 








SHUN SHORTWAVE 


a 


‘Human side of the war effort’ 
will be given Latin Americans by the 
Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs in a new series 
of airings to start shortly. Half-heur 
shows will be built around Spanish- 
speaking soldiers in the U. S. Army. 
They'll not only be interviewed, but: 
display such other vocal or instru- 
mental talents as they possess. Pro- 
gram will be something of a Latino 
Major Bowes affair with a military 
camp background. 


Show will be recorded and shipped 
out on wax to 114 stations below the 
border, rather than be shortwaved. 
Inter-American Affairs office is get- 
ting away as much as possible from 
shortwave, moving towards discs 
and longwave rebroadcasts, since it 
is realized that few Latin Americans 
have shortwave receivers and fewer 
of them listen to them. There, as 
here, reception of local stations is 
much better than shortwave and 
more of a habit. And inasmuch as 
these outlets gladly grab for good 
shows on discs—often using the same 
one a number of times—the waxings 
are a preferred propaganda medium. 

Spanish-speaking soldier transcrip- 
tions will be made, as far as possible, 
at camps around New York. That 
there are plenty of men in the Army 
who can habla Espanol was de- 
termined before the idea was fully 
formulated through a survey by the 
War Department and a nose-count- 
ing by the Coordinator’s office itself. 
The Army is cooperating in the pro- 
duction and will approve all scripts. 

Back of the decision of the CIAA 
to produce this type of show was 
an analysis of broadcasts to Latin 
America. It showed that not enough 
attention was being given to descrip- 
tion of everyday life in the U. S., 
whether it be in the Army, the home, 
| the school, the factory, or anywhere 
|else. It’s felt that this program will 
| provide some of that aspect as well | 
as give the Latinos the human side 
of the war effort interestingly and | 
entertainingly. 











Robinson has been ap- 
York publicity repre- 
sentative of the General Electric | 
Company radio, television and elec- | 
tronics seine ment. 


Edward L. 
pointed New 
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Perfection in Reverse 





The advertising manager of a large packaging organization last 
week caused much surprise among colleagues when he congratulated 
himself on having an ad agency that couldn’tewrite selling copy. The 
executive pointed to some copy that had just been submitted by the 
agency and described it as the sort of stuff that wouldn’t sell any- 
thing. But, added the advertising manager, that was a break as far 
as the firm was concerned. The one thing that he wanted to avoid 
was accelerating sales to the point where it cleared goods off the shelf 
and this badly phrased copy, he said, would certainly serve that pur- 
pose. The agency had unwittingly solved what the ad manager had 
expected to find quite a problem. 

The advertising manager explained that the companies can't hope 
to supply the trade because of material, tire and other shortages, but 
it did want to keep its trade name before the public at all events, 
With that purpose in view the account will spend as much for ad- 
vertising in 1942 as it did in 1941 and it has aiready committed itself 


for a radio campaign extending through early 1943. 


But the copy 


must not be of the want-stimulating kind. 








Freedom House Discs Go 


To Interested Stations 
At Manufacturing Cost 


Freedom House, which attempts to 
do for democracy what the Brown 
House did for nazism, wil! offer sta- 
tions, at cost price, a transcribed 
sign-off that carries a punchy war 
effort message. The sign-off, which 
runs four and one half minutes, uses 
the Alexander Smallens orch (with 
AFM approval) the Eva Jessye 
Choir from the ‘Porgy & Bess’ legit 
show, and was written by Anthony 
Veiller, narrated by Arnold Moss 
and directed by Philip Barrison with 
everyone working on the cuff. 

Donald Flamm, ex-operator of 
WMCA, conceived and produced the 
show with the approval of Herbert 
Agar, prez of Freedom House. The 
transcriptions are available through 
Columbia Records at $1.25 per with 
the only profit to anyone being a 
brief mention of Freedom House in 
the opening line. Platters are alse 
being prepared in Spanish and Por- 
tuguese languages for South American 
distribution. 

The last time Donald Flamm dab- 
bled with a station sign-off was 
about four years ago at WMCA 
when he prepared the closing sig- 
nature that is stili used by that 
outlet. Arnold Moss and Philip 
Barrison did the narration and direc- 
tion then as now. 


BOAKE CARTER’S SISTER 








casts starting Monday, Sept 21. 

She’s first Manhattan personality 
to be transported to the Cleveland 
lscene in many months. There is a 
strong possibility that she may 
l|eventually be given a Mutual assign- 
ment of her own to originate here 
|after WHK- WCLE leaves the Blue 


| network. 








US. Treasury 


Now Willing to Allow Some Direct Salesmanship of | 
Product—Full Hour Program Sought 


uld 


a national ad- | 


U. S. Treasury 
like to team up with 
the revival of the net- 


Department wo 


vertiser for 


1918 season the school had a football 
team and has been represented on 
the gridiron each fall since that time 
The 1942 squad will be the Silver 
Anniversary Team. 

Although our recent teams have 
not met with the same sort of suc- 
cess that the first team did unde- 
feated and unscored on—we have had | 
'a team and have met such a high | 
class of competition as Michigan 
State, University of Detroit, Ohio 
University, Cincinnati, Ohio Wes- 
leyan, Toledo, Akron, Buffaio, etc. 


That, Sir, by no stretch of the imag- 
ination can rightfully be called * 
no football team....’ 
Geo. B. Sherman 
Director of Sports Publicity, 
Wayne University. 





‘Wynn Wright New Head 


Of Production at NBC 


Wynn Wright is new production 
manager of NBC, succeeding Ray 
Nelson, returned to spieling. 

C. L. Menser, NBC veepee on pro- 
grams, is tossing a small dinner for ; 


day) and will encourage the press to 





have suggestions. 


Wright at Club 21 tomorrow (Thurs- | a as 


work ‘Treasury Hour’ series of last 
A representative of the radio 
section in the department's waf 
bonds and savings stamps division 
last week made the rqunds of major 
| advertising agencies requesting that 


; season. 





‘they submit to their clients the 
| treasury’s new plan for sponsoring 
; 

|such a_ series. It would now be 


agreeable to the Government depart- 
ment if the account included some 
| direct selling copy in the program. 

The Treasury Department would 
i like to make it a full hour’s show. 
| The sponsor would pay for the net- 
work time and such basic talent ex- 
orchestra, mixed chorus 
regular vocalist, while film, 
stage names would con- 





radio and 


| network “Treasury Hour’ 


Seeks Sponsor 


tribute their services for guest occa- 
|sions. These arrangements are the 
same the prevailed when first Tex- | 


aco and later -Bendix sponsored the 
last season. 
Texaco did the underwriting on CBS 
during the summer of 1941, with the 
program running 60 minutes. Ben- 
dix’s backing was on the Blue Net- 
work and on the basis of a half hour. 

The commercial treatment in 
either case was strictly institutional. 
The refiner merely mentioned its 
trade name and Bendix confined its 
copy to references to peacetime 
products. The impression gathered 
by the ad agencies is that an adver- 
tiser would now be permitted a 
reasonable amount of time during 
the program for a direct pitch about 
his product. He would also get com- 
mercial credits at the opening and 
closing of the program. 


|Harry James, 


iGeorge H 


| Barber 


STANDARD OIL 
BACK TO NBC 
ON COAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


Standard Oil’s two Coast programs, 
Standard Symphony and School of 
the Air, return to NBC late next 
month after two years on the Don 
Lee network. One of the oldest com- 
mercial accounts along the Pacific, 
oiler will have started its 16th year 
on the air, with 13 of those on NBC, 

Two programs were moved off Don 
Lee when that network was unable 
to clear non-competitive time. Sym- 
phony alternates between here and 
Frisco. 


WHN’s Dick Gilbert 
Will Talk Directly 
To U.S. Bond Buyers 


A chance to talk directly with ra- 
dio personalities will be the special 
inducement offered listeners in a 
10-day war bond selling campaign 
which Dick Gilbert, WHN’s singing 
disc jockey, will start this afternoon 














(19). During his daily platter ses- 

ON WHK.. CLEVELAND sions (1-2:30 p.m.) and Saturday 
night shows (10-10:45), Gilbert and 

this guest stars will accept phone 

Cleveland. Aug. 18 | calls in the studio from persons 

WHK-WCLE has signed Sheilah | ‘ wishing to order the Government 

| Carter, sister of Boake Carter, to be- rsecurities. In addition, sales will be 
gin a series of five-a-week broad- encouraged by the identification of 


buyers over the air, in keeping with 
War Dept. regulations. 

To avoid cloggMhg the station's 
switchboard, a special battery of 
phones has been installed in the 
studio. They are equipped with 
lights, instead of belis, and will op- 
erate on direct wires. 

Guest telephone order-takers will 
include Dick Todd, Joan Edwards, 
Margo, Sammy Kaye, 
Xavier Cugat, Dick Sta- 
3arrie and others, who 
heard on the air 
over 





Bea Wain, 
bile, Gracie 
actually will be 

they accept 
the phone 

Other WHN programs ; 
war bond drives this week 
Combs, Jr., daily at 
p.m., and Adrienne Ames, Tuesday- 
Thursday-Saturday at 7 p.m. Red 
also is scheduled to put on 
another war bond promotion within 
a few weeks similar to his highly 
successful baseball broadcast of 
Aug. 5, which netted over $100,000 
in sales. 


war bond orders 


are 
7:39 


PERTUSSIN USING WAX 


Will Spot ‘Singin’ Neighbor’ Program 
After Oct. 26 

Pertussin, a year-in-and-year-outer 
among the cough remedy fraternity 
in radio, is going in for recorded 
music this season. it will be three 
five-minute transcriptions a week 
and the program will be titled, 
‘Singin’ Neighbor. The campaign, 
which starts Oct. 15, will be for 26 
weeks. 











Erwin-Wasey is the agency. 
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DOUGHBOY LINGUISTS TO AIR 
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AL JOLSON 
With Walter O'Keefe, Block & Sully, 

Alec Templicten, Jackie Ketk, Ben 

Grauer, Raymond Paige's Orch 
‘Star Spangied Vaudeville’ 
3¢@ Mins. 

Sun., 3 p.m. 

FLEISCHMANNS YEAST 

NBC-WEAF, New York 
(Kudner) 

Al Jolson guesting with ‘Star 
Spangled Vaudeville’ only inspires 
one thought—why has Jolson been 
off the air so long? Even if he’s been 


globetrotting, bringing entertainment 
to the boys in Alaska or the Car- 
ribean, his manner of sangmanship 
and showmanship is something which 
is as close an affinity for the air as 
a commercial sponsor. He*whammed 
‘em Sunday night, segueing his 
dramalet into ‘California Here I 
Come’ (with a show-must-go-on mo- 
tif), and finally the heart-throb bal- 
lad, ‘Sonny Boy,” which now tops the 
mammy-singer’s ‘Mammy’ as a trade- 
mark. 

‘Star Spangled Vaudeville, a 
Fleischmann summer replacement, 
has been reviewed before with its 
different acts, but takes on big 
league, permanent stature with tal- 
ent such as Jolson; Jesse Block & 
Eve Sully, with their standard, siliy- 
dilly crossfire; and that comedian of 
the Steinway, Alec Templeton, who 
was especially good with his zany 
*Mozart a la Mode,’ Louie Armstrong 
swingology, etc. 

The click of this Sunday night va- 
riety half-hour has inspired keen in- 
terest within the trade as to the 
likelihood of other vaudeville shows. 
Actually, this program is a cumula- 
tive offshoot of a Saturday morning 
vaude show which Jim Ameche em- 


FORREST WILLIS 
Philesophy, Peetry 
15 Mins.—Leeal 
ALBANY CITY & COUNTY 
INGS BANK 
Daily, 9:15 a.m. 
WABY, Albany 
Program is keyed in a restful, sen- 
timental, folksy philosophical mood. 
It is the first time a local bank has 
presented broadcasts of “the type. 
| Feature resembles the Tony Wons 
|type of ‘show, although there are 


some differences. Willis reads poetry, 
philosophizes and makes _ passing 
comment on topics of the day. The 
rewards of the fundamental virtues, 
the kindly acts, along with some war 
messages, are emphasized. Willis 
employs an unusally slow tempo and 
a measured cadence. Organ music 
provides background. 

The advertising (institutional) was 
woven through story-philosophy, as 
well as in direct plugging. Willis 
also spiels for current drives: col- 
lection of old phonograph records, 
etc. 

Program probably has an appeal 
for housewives and older persons 
generally. Jaco. 


SAY- 








on real stature with headliners such 
as Jolson this week; Cantor next, etc. 

Jolson is due back on a regular 
commercial for Colgate’s Toothpow- 
der early in October with a variety 
program. There, as here, he will 
have Martin Freed pianoing for him, 
doing an expert accomp job. In toto, 
Raymond Paige batoned the show 
expertly and with consummate suav- 
ity; Jackie Kelk did the incidental 
intros; Ben Grauer the commercials. 








FRED BRADY 
With Cesar Petrille erchestra, Gale 

Repbins, Russ Brown, Les Paul, 

Franklyn MacCermack 
Gags, Songs, Music 
30 Mins. 

Ss 
Friday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Fred Brady will have to keep try- 
ing. By never re-using any of the 
gags he used Friday night (14) he 
will at least be sure that all his 
future mistakes are new ones. Peo- 
ple will forget last Friday. It'll be 
easy. 

Arguments may rage in given in- 
starces as to whether a comedian 
is very funny or just funny. The 
argument about Fred Brady last 


Friday night is whether he was 
pretty unamusing or terribly un- 
amusing. 


Brady seems to have a fertile 
mind, a topical sense, even fair tim- 
ing. WBBM, Chicago, thrust him 
upon CBS confidently; agent Bernie 
Schubert signed him up hopefully. 
These auspices may have seen 
Brady perform under other and 
better conditions, may associate him 
with other and better gags. Their 
enthusiasm may be based on due 
and sufficient evidence. Un- 
fortunately, there was too little edit- 
ing, too little of firm guidance last 
Friday. Instead there were blurred 
and tedious and __ self-conscious 
routines which over-engineered 
studio laughter did not help. The 
comedy did not come off. And, since 
it was a comedy show, that means 
tune-outs. 

Musically it was okay. But music 
and vocals can’t make a comedy 
show. Only a comedian can do 

Land. 
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TIME SELECTION 


COMMERCIAL SLANTING 


—actual cases on how sponsors 
cleverly aimed their commercials 
toward specific audiences. 


Write, Wire or Phone NOW 
for your copy of 


“BIG SALES IN SMALL PACKAGES” 


how to get more out 
of radio at 20% to 40% less cost! 


Perhaps you're an advertiser who has never used radio before, 
“Perhaps you re a timebuyer who: svust-maintain.strong 
market coverage for one or more accounts in the face of 
war-curtailed budgets. Or, you may be an agencyman with a 
unique new program idea which has been approved by a 
client, but which must be presented much more economically 
than you had originally planned. 


—how this one step should be taken 
to make the short-time period most 
effective. “listener types.’ 


ARTIST IDENTITY 

—the obvious but important trick 
of identifying the artist with the 
product or service on the short- 


time period. 


E'MUTUAL 


If any of these problems are yours, WOR urges you to send 
today for a free copy of “BIG SALES IN SMALL 
PACKAGES.” 
“BIG SALES IN SMALL PACKAGES” is a 30-page booklet 
packed with sound, authoritative facts on the short-time 
period. It is deliberately slanted to mect the needs of a nation 
at war. In these 30 pages WOR tells you candidly, clearly 
and briefly how economica)ly-produced 5 and 10-minute pro- 
grams have obtained amazing results for a variety of sponsors. 


“BIG SALES IN SMALL PACKAGES” 


brings you such vital information as: 


“TYPING” A PROGRAM 


—describes the simple, but neces- 
sary, act of program spotting for 


WOR 


at 1410 Broadway, in New York PE 6-8600 


BROADCASTING 
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‘MOTHER AND DAD’ 

With Effie Palmer, Parker Fennelly 
15 Mins. 

Sus 

Daily, 5:15 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

This is a long throw from a cliff- 
hanger, the kind of program that 
tradition identified with 5:15 p.m. 
Here is a daily quarter-hour of 
hymns, neighborhood village kindli- 
ness. There isn’t a grouch or a heel 
or a plot complication in sight. Just 
the familiar downeastern drawl of 
Parker Fennelly, radio’s most suc- 
cessful merchant of sheer lovability 
with quaint humor to match. To his 
‘Dad’ there is the ‘mother’ of Effie 
Palmer, who may be described as a 
female Parker Fennelly. 

The neighbors pop in for some 
songs in the parlor, where a wheezy 
organ provides the accompaniment. 
There are poems, chin-up advice, 
whimsicality, joshing. It’s basically 
religious in appeal and in overtone. 
So much goodness, warmth, home- 
folksy may well be a welcome item 
to radio listeners who are ‘newsrotic’ 
from the war, the every-hour-on- 
the-hour diet of anxiety. 

‘Mother and Dad’ preserves the 
Seth Parker tradition of the water- 
melon-size heart with a penchant for 
the oldtime songs sung in group har- 
mony. Nicely realized under ‘Tiny’ 
Renier’s direction. Land. 





‘CIVILIANS AT WAR’ 

With Florence Herman, Paul Board- 
man, Vern Curnow, Barbara 
Peters, Jacqueline Thompsen, 
Catharine Player, Gil Verba, Ernie 


Robinson, Milten Shrednik or- 
chestra 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 


Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
KOA, Denver 


This is a production effort of the 
Rocky Mountain Radio Council In 
cooperation with KOA, the local 
Office of War Information and the 
Colorado Council of Defense. The 
title and the auspices together spell 
out the program’s intentions. These 
are nicely realized in a production 
of considerable fire and punch, 
especially commendable for a local 
production with volunteer actors. 
The KOA house orchestra under 
Milton Shrednik helps a lot in 
threading and holding together the 
lecture-in-dialog aimed to drive 
home the importance of citizen ‘at- 
titude’ toward rationing, sharing, 
salvaging and so on. Jack Weir 
Lewis is both writer and director of 
the series. 

Some minor flaws might be men- 
tioned. One segment of the script 


| was over-long as a commercial is 
_ sometimes over-long. 


But on the 
whole the program stands critical 
inspection well. 


‘ARE YOU A GENTUS”? 

With Ernest Chappell, "red Feibel 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 5 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

Cut down from a half-hour, this 
daily..quarter-hour. flings questions, 
not at studio participants, but at the 
listener direct. In between, Fred 
Feibel, at the organ, provides bridges, 
cues. Ernest Chappell is the voice. 
William Spier directs. 

rogram is put together in a man- 
ner likely to intrigue the interest of 


dicted to puzzles, brain-twisters and 


ory. It’s a standard strain in Ameri- 
can entertainment of thé parlor 
Variety’. 


The correct answers follow imme- 
diately after a slight musical lull. 
This is smart. Nobody is compelled 
to wait or suffer or work... Land. 


Dick Gilbert, WHN, 
singing disc jockey, 
Lango Wines for 
periods weekly. 


New York, 
renewed by 
six 15-minute 


youngsters and oldsters who are ad- | 


tests of their own learning or mem- | 


LARRY KOHLER 


MBS-WOR, New York 


From a Dixie pickup, Mutual! 
brought in Larry Kohler, pleasant 
barytone who may, in short order. 
desert his Kentucky home base. 
Aided by Dave Perry at the Nova- 
chord, Kohler’s vocalizing of old and 
new tunes included ‘Ill Find My 
Way,’ the theme of MBS’ daytime 
serial; “Love Is a Song’ from ‘Bambi’: 
“When Children Pray,’ a new and 
very worthy ballad credited to Bea- 
trice Fender, and others. 


Kohler rates better than daytime 
slotting. Abel. 


‘THE BLUE THEATRE’ 

With Jean Banks, Santes Ortega, 
Frank Lovejey, Ethel Owen, Man- 
del Kramer, Joseph Stopak erch. 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 

WJZ-BLUE, New York 
This entry in the dramatic sweep- 

stakes is off the beaten bath because 

Joan Banks, Santos Ortega and Frank 

Lovejoy get featured billing each 

week as a stock company. Natural!v, 

as with all stock companies, the effect 
varies week by week by script. 

The program reviewed (9) was a 
farce by George Slavin and George 
Dowell, iiiled ‘Lefty Strikes Her 
Out. Frank Lovejoy is a portside 
pitcher who quits his team the day 
of the first World Series game to 
plane to Miami, where the team mas- 
cot needs an operation but won't go 
until Lefty says the word. Joan 
Banks is a rich deb, who jilts the 
Count (Santos Ortega) because he 
has a pet snake. Ali the action, 
aside from the final clinch, transpires 
on a plane bound for Miami, with 
Ethel Owen as the deb’s aunt stealing 
the show, thanks to the best lines and 
a May Robson delivery. 

Lindsay McHarrie did an okay job 
of directing, and the three-star team 
did well, even though the supporting 
player (Miss Owen) had the cream 
lines. 


‘PRESERVE THESE NATIONS’ 
With Gene LaValle, Dick Rese, Phil 

Miller, Norman Miller, Lawson 

Deming, Ecktor Paul, Abe Kron- 

emer, Jack Foley 
30 Mins.—Locai 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WGAR, Cleveland 

Most energetic of the local under- 
takings to dramatize various phases 
@& civilian action needed to prose- 
cute the war successfully is this half- 
hour program under guidance of 
Carl Mark. Punchy, fast-moving 
and in words of one syllable, show 
holds attention and interest of List- 
eper and clearly focuses what all-out 
war means to folks at home. 

Office of War Information suggested 
title for week’s program, and John 
James, war plant worker at National 
| Acme Co., writes script. He brings 
linto. the program a personal and 
analytical observation of need of co- 
| operation between worker, soldier 
and man on the street. Clearly por- 
trayed, for example, is. how chatter 
| made while eating hamburger at 
corner cafe may result in valuable 
| information going to Axis agents. 
Last week’s broadcast spotlighted 
| FBI's activities in capturing eight 
saboteurs, with brief life-history of 
J. Edgar Hoover. Ecktor Paul did 
excellent job of Hoover as boy. Six 
programs already featured efforts of 
each of the 29 nations now united in 
global war; evils of gossip; need for 
buying war bonds; Civilian Defense 
in case of Cleveland bombing—list- 
eners warned this was only broad- 
cast, 

Music for the program is arranged 
by Grant Wilson on the electric or- 
gan. Art Hanes is the announcer. 
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POLITICS IS T.NT. THIS FALL 


EARL J. GLADE 
WARNS TRADE 


—_—— - — 


Especial Need in Fall Elec- 
tions for Radio Stations to 
Avoid Any Appearance of 
Taking Sides Between Po- 
litical Candidates—Latter 
Sure to Be Peevishly 
Ready for Radio-Rapping 





tf 





It’s Chopin Week 


Mexico City, Aug. 18. 
Mouthpiece of the National 
University of Mexico, XEXM, 
is presenting Chopin Week, Aug. 
17-22, with hour daily of com- 
posers music rendered by ace 
Mexican players and singers. 
University is North America’s 
oldest seat of learning, dating 
from 1553. 











Campbell at KMOX 


Chicago, Aug. 18. 
Wendell Campbell has been ap- 
pointed sales manager for KMOX, 
St. Louis, taking over his new duties 
immediately. 
Campbell has been western man- 
ager of radio sales for WBBM, at 


RUSH HUGHES GOES 
TO KWK, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 18. 
Rush Hughes is here at KWK (Mu- 
tual) to do a daily two-hour stint 
with records. 


It will not be the ordinary disc 
routine. Intention is to put some 
ginger in the period, Hughes do- 
ing personality yarns and informal 
biographies on the platter perform- 
ers as he gives them the needle. QOb- 
jective, of course, is sponsors. 


Hughes formerly did his ‘Hughes- 
reel’ nationally, and has also done 
commenting, sports and announcing 
for various programs and stations on 





Neighborly Gesture 





Augusta, Ga., Aug. 18. 


Stations WRDW and WGAC, 
with cooperation of local press, 
raised $2,170.26 for wife and 
nine children of Audley Cawley, 
farmer, who died in a well cave- 
in. Money deposited in local 
bank. Mrs. Cawley plans to buy 
a home. 

Stations sidetracked war and 
politics briefly to allow heavy 
ethering of humane appeal. Cur- 
rency, checks and small change 
pouread in. 








Jack Leonard, guitarist on KOIN- 
KALE, is in the army. Replacing 
him is George Baker, former vaude- 
ville and showman from San Fran- 


N.A.B. SELLERS 
SPOKANE MEET 


Seattle, Aug. 18. 

Sales managers of- the 17th Dis- 
trict of the National Association of 
Broadcasters will hold a_ two-day 
meeting in Spokane beginning Fri- 
day, Aug. 28. 

Harvey Wixson, commercial man- 
ager of KGA-KHQ, Spokane, is 
president of the salesmen in this 
district, which includes Oregon and 
Washington. 




















John Lindsay is now chief con- 
tinuity writer at WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 


=_ 


Chicago, “|both coasts. 


cisco. 


‘EDIT CAREFULLY’ 











Washington, ‘Aug. 18. 

Broadcasters must exercise super- 
ecaution.in handling political con- 
troversies this fall. This warning 
was sent out last week by Earl] J. 
Glade of KSL, chairman of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters’ 
code complaince committee, in a 
statement noting ‘the recent vigorous 
consideration’ of the matter of ra- 
dio’s fairness in Congress. 

Warning against permitting spon- 
sored commentators to inject politi- 
cal issues into their discussions of 
news was given by Glade with the 
reminder that if the ir” ‘y 
to take elaborate precai s there 
is danger of punishment at tne hands 
| of the government. The N.A.B. code 

clause singling out commentators 
and newscasters was italicized to 
ar tone up his words of caution. 

‘An American radio station is pre- 
sumed to have no editorial policy. 
However, the mere selection of a 
news item for broadcast is an exer- ° 
cise of the editorial function. The 
choice of each feature, therefore, has 
a direct bearing on the character of 

j the news period,’ Glade said. ‘Se- 

> lecting news material for broadcast- 
ing is considered so significant by 
listeners, as indicating the sym- 
pathies of the station management, 
that extreme caution must be con- 
stantly observed to keep the station 
free from the charges of bias. This 
appears to be more necessary with 
radio than with the press. 

‘Nothing is more repugnant to the 
radio industry than to have to in- 
terfere with complete freedom of 
speech as far as that freedom ap- 
plies to well known news commenta- 
tors and others of recognized stand- 
ing. Station would 
naturally prefer to edit, merely, but 
not to censor. Responsibility of the 
station under the law, however, 
necessitates a most careful follow- 
through. All of the networks and 
all well managed stations have 
clearly defined policies covering the 
entire handling of this vital issue.’ 


ta. is 


“ADVERTISING IS AN | 
ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT 
OF A FREE SOCIETY” 


managements 





says JESSE. JONES, Secretary.o! 
Commerce of the UNITED STATES. 








W : . 
: ‘LOW MAN’ IN HIGH Bmerican advertisers have done, are doing and we are sure will continue to do 
- a highly effective job of proving the many values of advertising to a free nation 
- Allen Smith Writing, Announcin q 
. : fighting for its freedom. 


’n’ Everything 
‘Low o 


H. Allen Smith, author of . a 
Man on a Totem Pole’ and m.c. of “If there were no other reasons why the Department of Commerce believes in ad- 
the recent ‘Swap Night’ program on 
the Blue, has been subbing for Mil- 
ton Cross on the ‘Basin Street’ show 
during the latter’s vacation. His 
chores called for writing as well as 
m.c.ing the show since Jay Somers, 
the regular scripter, was swamped 
by the sudden spread of the Allen 
Prescott show to six 30 minute ses- 
sions per week. He winds up on the 
show tonight (19) although there is 
talk of having him continue to script 
the show, ie., except for the Zero 
Mostel material, which continues 4 
headache. 

‘Basin Street’ stays in New York 
when Zero Mostel goes to the Coast 
for his Metro picture deal, with the 
comic being piped-in for his two 
Spots. Network is on the prowl for 
a scripter to concentrate on his ma- 
terial with an eye toward setting 
Mostel on his own show. 





vertising, the contributions to speeding war work, which the press and the radio of 
the country are making, would be sufficient explanation of our faith in advertising 


as an essential ingredient of a free society.” {trom a letter to the N. I. A. A., June 29, 


1942) 


* 


To those whose fortitude in fotal war adds another shout of defiance fo the enemies of free 
American enterprise and democracy . . . this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 








Spartanburg, S. C. 
Thomason, WSPA-WORD  news- 

, Caster, has resigned to join the 
Spartanburg Herald news staff. He | 
Succeeds Thomas Boynton, resigned | 
to become editor of the Bronxville | 
{N. ¥.) Review-Press. 


— John L. 
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OR THE CASE OF 


WHERE THE ANSWER IS 4 MUMBLE 





WBYN, BROOKLYN 











WBYN, Brooklyn, is the station that was made out of four stations. In 
the days when the four stations each went its way they tangled with the 
Federal regulatory authorities and the resultant mass and mess of liti- 
gation went by the nickname,“no further away than in these columns, of 
the ‘Brooklyn chop suey case.’ That is now history. WBYN of today is 
an operation in the foreign language field. Is it an operation in the public 
interest? This is the question that is.put today concerning all foreign 
language stations and in WBYN, as elsewhere, the answer is a mumble, 


Like all foreign language stations WBYN has practically no national 
advertising accounts. The payroll is met through local mercantile and 
miscellaneous sources. Most of these buy announcements, few actually 
‘sponsor’ entertainments. There is the inevitable monotony of records 
and blurbs. The records assume nationalistic flavor, the blurbs vary in 
language. .Products slightly vary, too, by nationalistic characteristics. 
Spaghetti for the Italians, matzohs for the Jews, discos for the Spaniards. 
Stanbach for the headaches of all. 


¢ OFTEN REPEATED 


The schedules of WBYN are repetitious from language to language. 
Hungarian or Lithuanian or Greek or Russian there isn’t much change 
except in the announcer. Only in Yiddish and in Italian are there touches 
of uniqueness or personality. Hardly at any point in the schedule (as 
monitored last week by ‘Variety’) does the station, as such, assert itself 
in any language, although it may possibly do so in English (these moni- 
toring reports ignore English activity). Of social-mindedness there is 
not much beyond the routine war bond announcements, references to nat- 
uralization schools, an occasional word on, say, air raid precautions. 

For the minds of its listeners WBYN provides little beyond some re- 
corded music which is sometimes first rate, as in the Swedish service, and 
sometimes narrowly confined as in Italian where too many Carlo Buti 
records are played. 


THE JEWISH MARK TWAIN’ 


WBYN announcers tend to pronounced courtesy to each other. One 
Italian announcer is hailed as a great comedy star; a Yiddish announcer 
is characterized as a genius. The station has a Yiddish story teller who 





, 








12. PAGES IN ONE ISSUE OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD WERE 
DEVOTED TO FULTON LEWIS, JR. 
BROADCASTS ON THE SYNTHETIC 
RUBBER PROBLEM. 





No other commentator in the history of radio 
has had the distinction of being quoted so greatly 


in the Congressional Record. 100% of Fulton 
Lewis, Jr’s. broadcasts pertaining to his investi- 
gation of the synthetic rubber situation have 
been inserted in the Senate proceedings. Surely, 
no other radio personality is so highly regarded. 


NOW ON 180 MUTUAL STATIONS 


THE LARGEST HOOK-UP OF ANY 
RADIO PERSONALITY ON THE AIR 


Curently sponsored on_69 stations, Fulton 
Lewis, Jr. is available for sponsorship over 
YOUR STATION, at YOUR OWN ONE 
TIME QUARTER HOUR RATE PER 
WEEK. This should be the easiest thing 
you ever sold. Wire, phone or write WM. 
B. DOLPH, WOL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 









ORIGINATING FROM WAO)L wasnincTon, o. c. 


iffiliared with the MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


mens 


| shines as ‘The Jewish Mark Twain.’ These are items of human interest 
in an otherwise pretty dull unfoldment day in and day out. 


| The schedule is marked by lots of newscasts, but almost always in Eng- 
lish. In the Hungarian sessions there was reference to ‘those who can 
| best be reached in their own tongue,’ but this was nearly the only hint 
| caught in a week’s time of station policy as stated on the air by the sta- 
tion. It seemed incongruous in one Yiddish stanza to have the Dodger- 
Giant game for soldier benefit ballyhooed as it is generally thought that 
young Jews seldom listen to such Yiddish broadcasts and elderly Jews 
seldom attend baseball games. 

This was the way they galloped Monday last on the Yiddish period an- 
nounced by Ruben Goldberg: 

8:15—Disc. 

8:18—Grossman shoes, DeKalb ave. 

8:19—‘The Married Chasan’—Disc. 

8:25—-The Three Lucky Sevens—clothing. 

8:26—‘Sug fur wus’—Disc. 

8:28—B. C. Headache Powder. 

8:29——Suleika’— Disc. 

8:32—Modern Industrial bank. 

8:34—Molly Picon record. . 

8:37—-White shoes, Delancey street. 

8:38—‘Intermezzo’—Disc. 

8:41—Insignia book. 

8:42—‘Loving Hearts’—Disc. 

8:45—Stanback. 

8:46—Three folk songs. 

8:55—Tango. 

8:57—Insignia booklet. 

8:58—Musical theme. 

One Yiddish program on WBYN solicits funds for a home for aged 
rabbis. It includes blessings for the President of the United States and 
his aides. There is a discussion of Jewish family problems, somewhat 
akin to WEVD’s ‘Jewish Philosopher.’ There is a prayer for peace and 
a plea to help the Government. It all adds up to unobjectionable, rather 
unimaginative routine stuff, delivered by an ‘adviser’ who has been 
soliciting funds for the aged rabbis’ home over various neighborhood 


stations for years. PANEL OF WISE MEN 


‘The American Court for Peace and Justice’ is perhaps WBYN’s piece 
de resistance. It is currently sponsored by a matzoh manufacturer, but 
is sometimes a participating program. Spiritually this one is ‘Good Will 
Court’ all over. In Yiddish and with nobody bothering much it can be, 
and sometimes is, pretty candid about the facts of life and sex. On this 
occasion the human equation in ethics concerned seven children who 
cannot support a father of 86. ‘Peace and Justice’ uses a panel of Jewish 
businessmen. Often they are advertisers on WBYN. The program also 
has a women’s auxiliary that digs up and attests the ‘cases’ and brings them 
before the panel of wise men. 


DITTO, DITTO, DITTO. 


The Russian half hour 
from the former WCNV’ 
eled into all-English WLie. 


"nm Mondays (9 p.m.) appears tobe a fugitive 
ch has now been rechristened 


It is without significance. The Ukrainian 


program earlier the same evening revealed nothing not straightaway 
; routine. The Spanish half hour on Wednesday crammed these plugs into 


|two minutes flat: War Bonds, Rhumba Palace, Hernandez shop, Romero 
| pharmacy, Aurora Oil. The Greek interval was devoted to the interests 
of the Atlas trading post in the Manhattan forties for Greek phonograph 
discs and other items. Hungarian imports of Paprica of Second avenue 
ranged from national recordings to national meats. The Hungarian 4n- 
nouncer was feminine identified as ‘the charming hostess of the airwaves.’ 

Perhaps WBYN doesn’t bother much about the war or democracy be- 
cause sO many radio stations and all the radio networks take care of the 
problem rather nicely. 











ELLA FITZGERALD ——_| Niles Trammell in Chi; 
ON BLUE NETWORK) sics ‘minen, BC pen, ma 


work in the future accompanied 
|only by the Four Keys, begins a se- 
ries of sustaining shots on the Blue 
network Monday (24). Miss Fitzger- 


. . ° . ; 
jit was his intention to spend today 
(Wednesday) in Milwaukee and then 
|make for the fishing country. 








| clusively 


and remod- | 


| 
| 


| 


Niles Trammell, NBC prez, may | 
4 ES ido a couple weeks cf fishing in 

e . Wisconsin. 

Ella Fitzgerald, who dropped her ; i ? Ch. hooks 
mas Si ne He was visiting the network’s Chi- 
full-size orchestra late last week to} _ . Sap, ASR Ae hd tr tea 

|cago offices yesterday (Tuesday) and 


WABC COUNTS 
ITS BLESSINGS 





WABC, New York, Columbia key, 
took stock of its new local accounts 
this week and made the following 
list of them: 

Musterole, Woman’s Page, Erwin 
Wasey. 

Penn Tobacco, News, H. M. Kies- 
wetter. 

Savings Banks of N.Y. State, 
Woman’s Page, Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

Manhattan Soap, News, Franklin 
Bruck Advertising Corp. 

Maryland Pharmaceutical, ‘Per- 
sonally It’s Off the Record,’ Joseph 
Katz. 

Smith Brothers, Arthur Godfrey, 
J. D. Tarcher. 

Vick, ‘Music of Today,’ Morse-In- 
ternational. 

Quaker Oats, Aunt Jemima, Sher- 
man K, Ellis. 

V. LaRosa, Woman's Page, M. H. 
Hackett, Inc. 

O’Sullivan Rubber, 
frey, Bermingham, 
Pierce. 

N.Y. State Bureau of Milk, Wom- 
an’s Page, J. M. Mathes. 

N.Y. Telephone Company, ‘Music 
of Today,’ B., B., D. & O. 

Studebaker Corporation, Eric Sev- 
areid, Roche, Williams & Cunnyng- 
ham. 

B. C. Remedy Company, Arthur 
Godfrey, Charles W. Hoyt. 


RAYMOND CLAPPER T0 
SUCCEED RAY SWING 


White Owl (General Cigar Co.) 
has decided on Raymond Clapper 
as successor to Raymond Gram 
Swing when the latter moves over 
to the Blue from Mutual. Swing 
finishes up for White Owl Sept. 28 
and Clapper moves into the Mutual 
10 p.m. period Oct. 2. 

Clapper’s previous broadcast ac- 
tivities have been practically ex- 
on the Blue. 


Arthur God- 
Castleman & 








FRENCH ON MEXICAN 36 





Indian Dialects Banned for Dura- 
tion of War 


Mexico City, Aug. 18. 
Alliance of 
a national 


French 
news over 


Anglo-Free 
Mexico has 


|web of 36 stations. Uses ‘Carmen 
de Alba.’ She’s Baroness Alba Ber- 
tuni, a political refugee 

Radio censors have nixed broad- 
i}casts of material in any of the nu- 
merous Indian dialects of Mexico, 
even such well-known and ear- 
pleasing ones as Aztec and Maya 

Censors hold that the amend- 
ment to the communications law, 
made as a war emergency, only per- 
mits radio broadcasts in Spanish 
and English, with French tolerated 
to a certain extent. But broadcast 


preference is naturally for Spanish, 
Mexico's official language. 








ald has several one-night dates to fill — — 





ibetween now and then, which will | 
| be played with Doc Wheeler’s Sun- 
| set Royal orchestra, also handled by 
Moe Gale, 


Miss Fitzgerald's man- | 
ager. 
Singer will have two or three 


on the Blue and will | 
other work for the time 


weekly 


inot do any 


h \t 
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DRAFT EMBARRASSMENT 


| DeRussy, 38, Back Before Farewells 
Have Died Out 


Jack DeRussy, 38, KDKA sales | 
| manager, is back on the job again at 
local Westinghouse station, having 
been turned down by army physicians 
on eve of his departure for service. 
DeRussy, originally okayed, had re- 
signed his post, been given the con- 
ventional farewells and parties by 
his fellow-workers and was all set to 
shove off when the last-minute nix 
came. 

In fact, James Rock, station man- 
ager, was expected to announce 
DeRussy’s successor within just a 
few hours after he showed up himself 
with the news that Uncle Sam didn’t 
want him. 








Minneapolis—John Sherman has 
resigned as WTCN technical direc- 
tor to accept a commission as first 
lieutenant in the Army Air Corps. 
He reports this week at Miami 
| Beach for preliminary training. 
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MORE SETS AND 
GRUMBLING IN 
SQ, AFRICA 


Capetown, July 10. 


South African Broadcasting Corp. 
1941 report gives a total of 311,051 
license holders, an increase of 27,932 
on the previous year. License fees 
were 485,723 pounds, showing a 
profit of 105,480 pound 

There is still opposition against 
the yearly license of one pound 15 
shillings, especially because elimina- 
tion of London program. 

Local news-sheets frequently carry 
strong condemnation against the 
whole radio outfit. 








‘Town Hall of the Air,’ in from 
Pacific Coast, will be at Milwaukee 
Aug. 20, and on Aug. 27, from 
Chautaqua, where the topic will be 
‘The Church and the War.’ 
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there's a far 
simpler way 


With programs like /i's The 
Novy, Five Star Final, Goodwill 
Hour, Americana Quiz [to men- 
lion a fewl...with news analysts 
like Sydney Moseley and 
Johannes Steel. . . with regular 
news periods like New York 
Times bulletins every hour on 
the hour. .WMCA is now mak- 
ing @ powerful impression on 


New York radio listeners. 


Offering advertisers their first 
Opportunity fo buy, at very low 
cost, a New York station schedul- 


ing impressive, quality programs. 


AMERICA’S LEADING INDEPENDENT STATION 


Wm Ca 


Western Rep.: Virgil Reiter & Co., Chicago 
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DEPT. OF FINANCE SERIES 


‘They Tell Me’ Sponsored by Can- 
adian Government 








Montreal, Aug. 18. 

Canadian Marconi station CFCF 
teed off Monday (17) with a pro- 
gram of indefinite duration spon- 
sored by the Canadian Government 
Department of Finance titled ‘They 
Teli Me,’ with Claire Wallace and 
Tod Wallace. 

It will run a quarter hour five 
gy weekiy, Monday through Fri- 
ay. 


Humble Oil’s 9th 
And Biggest Yr. 
Of Texas Grids 


San Antonio, Aug. 18. 

For the ninth consecutive year 
Humble Oil will sponsor the play- 
by-play broadcasts of Southwest 
Conference football games on the 
Texas Quality Network. Schedule 
gets under way on Sept. 26 and car- 
ries through until the latter part of 
December. Account was placed 
through Franke-Wilkinson-Schie- 
wetz, Inc. Kern Tips, Hal Thompson, 
Tee Casper and Ves Box are ex- 
pected to again call the plays at the 
various regional and local games. 

Broadcasts are to be aired over 
TQN stations WOAI, here; WFAA, 
Dallas; KPRC, Houston, and WBAP, 
Fort Worth. In addition to the 
broadcasts over the TQN web, Hum- 
ble will also air games over the 
Lone Star Chain and Texas State 
Network as well as using networks 
of independent stations to air sec- 
tional games of importance. 


RUSS CLEVENGER 
NEW FCC P. A. 


2 











Washington, Aug. 18. 

Russell R. Clevenger, former pub- 
licist of Broadcast Music, Inc., suc- 
ceeds George C. Gillingham as infor- 
mation director for the FCC. Ap- 
pointment was made last week after 
prolonged search for someone to fill 
the vacancy restlting from Gilling- 
ham’s departure for active duty with 
the Chemical Warfare Service. Re- 
cently Edgar Jones, personal assist- 
ant to Chairman James L. Fly and 
former trade paper reporter, has 
been subbing as Commish mouth- 
piece. 

Clevenger’s background includes 
five years with the New York Times, 
including a period in Europe, and 
public relations work for many in- 
dustrial including Warner 
Bros., Texas Corp., Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad, Automatic Phonograph 
Manufacturers Association, Chase 
National Bank, Consolidated Edison, 
Columbia Gas & Electric, and New 
York Curb Exchange. 


‘CAN YOU TOP THIS’? 
TOPS N. Y. WITH 17.2 


firme 
nurms, 





Kirkman Soap has renewed for 
‘Can You Top This?’ participating 
joke program on WOR, New York, 
until the end of this year. 

The latest continuing study of the 
Co-operative Analysis of Broadcast 
gives this show a rating of 17.2, 
which is higher than that scored by 
in the New 


any network program 

York area, 

Joe Laurie, Jr., Senator Ford, 
Harry Hershfield continue as the 


joke experts. 


‘The Two Old Gossips’ 


Montreal, Aug. 18. 








‘Chez Colette’ sponsored by the 
Oxo Company will go on the air 
over French  incependent station 
CKAC, Aug. 31, Mondays through 


Fridays, for 26 weeks, 


It will have ‘Les Deux Commeres 
(The two old gossips) Madame 
Alarie and Juliette Huot and Colette 

French-Canadian comic. 


cripter is Omer Duranceau 





EQUIPMENT SHORTAGE CLOUDS 





TRADE; 





SOME HOUR-CUTS MAY BE REQUIRED 


Early Recognition 


Kansas City, Kans. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

With reference to your ‘You 
Can’t Do Business With Hitler’ 
story on page 38, Aug. 5th issue, 
ee may be interested to know 

at: 


After first obtaining permis- 
sion from author, Douglas Miller, 
and publisher, Little-Brown & 
Co., KCKN read the entire book 
on the air in daily 15-minute in- 
stallments, The first installment 
was broadcast on Sept. 29, 1941, 
and the book was completed on 
Oct, 23, 1941, 


STATION KCKN, 


Ellis Atteberry, 
General Manager, 





WWPG in Florida 
Linked to Blue Web 


WWPG, Lake Worth, Fla., joins 
the Blue Network as a member of 
the Florida group Oct. 1. 


With WWOG the Blue’s affiliate 











list adds up to 131. 





Fly Deprecates ‘Alarmist Talk’—But No Practical 
Method Assuring Continuance of All Present Sta- 


tions Now in Sight 





Washington, Aug. 18. 

Opposition to any scheme for con- 
serving broadcasting equipment that 
would seriously affect present serv- 
ice is being put up by the Federal 
Communications Commission but 
mounting war demands for critical 
materials threaten to force some cur- 
tailment of operations. Shortages of 
tubes and other replacements are 
causing wide concern and officials 
concerned with production of war 
supplies are agitating for drastic 
narrowing of radio service on the 
ground much broadcasting is ‘non- 
essential’ to the war effort. 

Varied suggestions to avoid shut- 
down of large numbers of transmit- 
ters are being weighed. Equipment 
pool idea launched several months 
ago appears to have gone by the 
boards, though National Association 
of Broadcasters still hopes that 
swaps of surplus equipment will 
greatly ease shortage of necessary 
parts and equipment. Trade associa- 





tion is plugging the scheme, but of- 
ficials seem increasingly dovrbtful 
any substantial supply of replace- 
ments is on shelves of stations. While 
waiting for full returns from survey 
of tubes by War Communications 
Board, various officials are ponder- 
ing changes in engineering standards 
that might lengthen life of present 
apparatus, shortening the operating 
day, permitting certain plants to 
close down indefinitely without sur- 
rendering permits, time-sharing or 
other form of rotation of service. 
Stories that radio industry may 
have to reduce operations drastically 
were termed ‘alarming’ by Chairman 
James L. Fly. Though there admit- 
ting there is concern about keeping 
plants on the air, commish head in- 
sisted ‘no measure has been sug- 
gested by anyone in the Government 
or in the industry which is not aimed 
toward establishing and maintaining 
stability and durability of broad- 
casting service and coverage.’ 




















or the late 





Brighter Stars 


CVENING SRY 





It is the hour before midnight. Time for 
another of those special late evening 
shows prepared and produced nightly 
by the expert staff of WJR. Peaceful 
Valky, perhaps, with those melodies 
Grandma used to hum. 
Night, with the romance of that first 
evening at the concert hall. Or America’s 


Music, with tunes that Uncle Sam whistles 


while he works. 


These brighter stars in the late evening 





for victory. 
Or Maestro’s 








evening with Jer... for the family keep- 
ing late vigil for news from some distant 
outpost... for that other army, laboring 
through the night to produce the weapons 


Wherever the powerful voice of WJR 
reaches out, there is big time entertain- 
ment in the air a// evening ... to lift the 


spirits, to speed the hands, to relax the 


minds of an America carrying out its 


big ge sf j( »b, 


sky are for all Americans. Especially, they 


are for those who are sacrificing most to 
keep the America we know. They are for 


the boy in uniform, spending his last 





BASIC STATION...COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, President ... Leo J. Fitzpatrick, Vice President and General Manager 
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Edward Petry & Company, Ine. 
National Representative 


~ ce 


© CSP ee ll tino 

















2 aS 


ee cae ars teeta 


nasilatanin 


ete. 


- 


oem 


NA PUNT OEE ORL NY ENS 
: 


. 








OK eh oI Este oh mn . 


to eye 


re 


4 


aa 


a er a A 


owe 


ate 


2p ee eam He 





es 


2 A ie SE SEMBR EAT 


et 
ae 
ee ate eee te 


Foote, added Brown, has nothing against station reps. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


David Brown, account executive on Beechnut Packing in the Newell- 
Emmett agency, wants to assume all the blame for the social freezeout 
accorded to station reps severa! weeks ago. The operators of quite a 
number of stations were invited to the Lotus Club, N. Y., of which Ralph 
Foote, Beechnut ad manager, is a member, to discuss time availabilities 
and be treated to some refreshments. Brown, telephoning from Birming- 
ham, Ala, Monday (17), declared that he was the one that extended the 
invitation and that Foote didn’t attend the party because he had a cold. 
It’s only that he 





(Brown) likes to get together directly with station men. 

Foote was out on the west coast last week contacting the stations for 
available time directly. Also being hosted. He has several big stops 
scheduled for him in the middle west. 





For weeks Artkino Pictures (they distribute Soviet films) has been 
trying in vain to contact the powers behind ‘The 22nd Letter’ program ait 


CBS with an eye towards making available any of their material that 
was suitable. Last week the program had a sequence that was lifted, 
word for word, from the Artkino film ‘This Is the Enemy,’ current at the 
Staniey theatre in New York. In the picture the episode is called ‘100 
for One.” On the program it was ‘50 for one.’ 

What Artkino can’t understand is why the program waited till it orig- 
inated on the Coast before using the sequence since the film has been 
at the Stanley theatre for over six weeks. 





Compton agency has shelved the transcribed version of ‘Against the 
Storm’ (Procter & Gamble) until it receives written approval covering 
use of the discs from the American Federation of Musicians. The snag 
has been caused by the fact that all clearance requests for commercial 
transcriptions must go through the Chicago office of the federation and 
the latter is without sufficient clerical help. Agencies with branch of- 
fices in Chicago have found that they can get quick action by telephon- 
ing their clearance requirements to the AFM's local office. 

The ‘Against the Storm’ platters have been running on several stations 
two weeks after the same episode had been aired over NBC. 





Listening is still on the downtrend. During the month of July, 1942, 
the 10 leading programs averaged 10%, whereas a year ago this average 





was 12%. The listening index of the Co-operative Analysis of Broadcast- 
ing was also off in June and May, as regard to both night and daytime 
listening. For April the downbeat applied solely to night listening. 

An interesting sidelight on comparative listening audience is to be 
found in the column of strictly musical shows. All such programs are 
considerably up over last summer, when ASCAP’s music was off the 
net works. 


Pedlar & Ryan agency and the Blue Network are in the midst of dis- 
cussions regarding Dinah Shore’s (Bristol-Myers) next spot. Her present 
time, Friday, 9:30-45 p.m, has been tentatively included by the Blue in 
its deal with Coca-Cola and the problem now facing the network is to 
find a satisfactory substitute period. This might require moving still other 
accounts, 


The Coca-Cola order calls for the 9:30-9:55 p.m. segment across the 
board. 





The Office of War Information has finally gotten “You Can't Do Busi- 
ness with Hitler’ into foreign languages. The translations were urged 
six months ago. They now appear in Polish, German and Italian. These 
new waxes permit WBNX in the Bronx, for example, to carry the series 
in four tongues and announce the revised title-slogan “You Can’t Do 
Business with Hitler’—In Any Language. 





Mutual network, which, as a cooperative, derives sustainers only from 
its member stations, has been prodded by Tom Siater, its director of 
specials, to plan more war shows and cooperate more aggressively with 
the Office of War Information. 





KRNT and KSO, Des Moines, carrying a daily series of broadcasts from 
the Army Aug. 16, 17, 18 and 19. One was roundtable discussion by three 
former network announcers, now attached to the American forces, They 
are Bert Parks, CBS, Bob Waldrop, NBC and George Fuller, Mutual. 





Story broke last week that commentator Boake Carter had adopted a 
religion based on the Jewish and was observing kosher dietary laws. 

A wag at WOR, New York in response to somebody's remark they were 
hungry cracked ‘Send into Boake’s studio for a matzoh.’ 

Frank McCall, aide to A. A. Schechter, who resigned as director NBC 
news and special events, is filling his ex-boss’ spot until a replacement 
is set. 





Agent Herman Bernie has a radio package show which his brother, 
Ben Bernie, would emcee, utilizing some other band as the background. 
Talent to include Bert Lahr, Hazel Scott and Joan Merrill. 





—— 
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Dick Dorrance With 
OWI Under Phil Cohen 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Dick Dorrance, short story writer 
and formerly with FM Broadcasters, 
Inc., is assistant to Phil Cohen, the 
government liaison man with the 
Office of War Information’s Radio 
Bureau. He will help with script- 
ing and ideas in connection with war 
broadcasts. 

Dorrance has turned out the 
weekly newsletter for the Broadcast- 
ers Victory Council. 


Foote and Station Reps 


Dallas, Aug. 18. 














Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In your issue of Aug. 12 you 
stated that in connection with my 
activities advertising manager for 
the Beech-Nut Packing Co. that I 
refused to deal with station reps. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. I am constantly in touch with 
station reps. In fact, the week be- 
fore I left the city, my entire time 
was taken with representatives of 
radio stations. 


I am now on a coast-to-coast tour, 
visiting various cities in connection 
with business for the Beech-Nut 
Packing Co. In my judgment, it is 
to the advantage of my company to 
have personal contact with station 
owners and managers, in addition to, 
and not necessarily instead of, con- 
tact with station reps. I shall con- 
tinue to maintain these relationships. 
The N. Y. reps visit not only our 
office in New York, but the agency 
(Newell Emmett), every day and 
every week. Most of the mail I 
have received since I left home has 
been from the very same reps. 


I did not invite any one to the 
Lotos club the night of July 31, the 
evening of which you spoke .. . sent 
out no letters . . . did not attend 
any dinner there . . . made no state- 
ment of any nature ... hence, did 
not refuse to deal with station reps. 


Cnly in the interests of truth and 
accuracy would I ask you to give 
this statement equal prominence and 
space to that of your statement of 
last week. 

Palph Foote, 
Advertising Manager 
Beech-Nut Packing Co. 





Stan Shaw, Disc Jockey, 
From WNEW to WINS 


Stan Shaw, of ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ 
on WNEW, N. Y., has connected with 
WINS, N. Y., starting next Monday 
(24). 


Shaw and Don Dunphy will oper- 
ate from 2-6 p.m. afternoons in a 
straight records, gab, participating 
announcement session. Called ‘Aft- 
ernoon Frolic.’ 





Irish Games on WJJD 
Chicago, Aug 18. 
Broadcast of the 1942 Notre Dame 
football games over WJJD has been 


arranged, starting with the Notre 
Dame-Georgia Tech. game on Oct. 3. 
Other games played will include 


Oct. 10, Stanford; Oct. 17, Iowa Air 
Cadets; Oct. 24, Illinois; Oct. 31, 
Navy; Nov. 14, Michigan; Nov. 21, 
Northwestern, and Dec. 5, Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station. 
Broadcasts will be sponsored by 
Sinclair Refining Company, through 
Hixson-O’Donnell, Inc., N. Y. Jack 
Fitzpatrick will announce. 


Phillips’ Chainbreaks 


Phillips Delicious Soups (Phillips 
Packing Co.) is buying chainbreaks 
in several eastern markets through 
the Aitkin-Kynett agency of Phila- 
delphia. 

The schedule calls for a minimum 
of six blurbs a week, 








Shirley Ten Eyck has been ap- 
pointed traffic manager of WSNY, 
Schenectady, N. Y. 
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Boston—Jack Manning, WBZ an-;and KRNT now have 15% of their 
nouncer for past four years, has left | staffs in the armed services. 


t take an appointment as Civilian 
Administrative Assistant and Public 
Relations counsel for the Signal 
Corps, U. S. Ar.ny. 

Bob Sanford, formerly with WOR 
and WMCA, N. Y., publicity depart- 

ment, has taken over similar job at 
WORL, Boston, recently vacated by 
Stepher. Manookian, who has stepped 
into a position as local publicity 
herd of the U.S.O.-Camp Shows, Inc., 
replacing Maxwell Fox, who moved 
to New York City for same organ- 
ization. 





San Francisce — Ray McGuire, 
formerly of WNOE, New Orleans, 


has joined announcing staff of 
KSFO. 
George Taylor switched from 


salesman, KYA, to program man- 
ager, KSAN, succeeding in the latter 
position Lou Keplinger, who went 
to Denver. 





Cleveland.—Albert Rajnicek has 
succeeded Vernon L. Baumgardner, 
engineer at WHK-WCLE, who has 
gone into government service. 





New York City.—John W. Powers, 
of the Sherman K. Ellis agency, has 
been appointed director of research 
for the firm. He was formerly with 
Moody’s Investors Service. 





Worcester — New announcer at 
WTAG is Bob Dixon, formerly of 
WHNY, Holyoke. Stanley Crow- 
hurst, lately of WMEX, Boston, has 
joined WTAG staff as control room 
engineer. 


Schenectady — Andrew Kay, of 
WwGyY, has reported tc Camp Upion. 
San Antenio — Henry Guerra, 
WOAI newscaster, has left the sta- 
tion to become candidate for the air 


service. Succeeding him at the 
newscasts on the station will be 
Jerry Lee. 





Pitisburgh—Dorothy Wills, who 
used to have her own piano pro- 
gram over WJAS here, has joined 
publicity staff at KDKA. 

Milwaukee—Bob Hanson, an an- 
nouncer for four years on WTMJ, 
has resigned to become a research 
engineer with Globe-Union, Inc. 
which has large governmental de- 
fense contracts. 





San Antenie—WOAI kas Claire 
Nieschwietz in the continuity de- 
partment. 

KABC has added Charles E. Salik 
at the transmitter. He replaces 
Francis St. John. 

Dwight Bourn, former musical 


director for station WOAI has been 
commissioned a First Lieut. in the 


Army Air Forces and will report 
for duty in Florida. 

Dolly Schurmacher, traffic chief 
of station WTSA has resigned her 


post to join her husband at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. Replacing here is Mary 
Ruth Huntington. 


Bosten—-Howard C. Enyard has 


left WORL to join WEEI as studio 
technician, replacing Robert De- 
Hart, who is now studying at Mass. 


Institute of Technology im the gov- 
ernment service. Enyard was form- 


erly with WNAC, WAAB and 
WLAW. 

Irvin Ellis ‘Dierdoff), for past 
two years WCOP announcer, has en- 


listed in Army. 
Art King. WEEI amnowncer for 
past five years, has joined the Army. 





Meese Jaw, Sask.—Sam Hillier, 
news editor and studio pianist of 
CJRM, Regina, has moved to Moose 
Jaw, Sask. for a position with the 
Wartime Prices and Trade Board. 





Des Meines—Bi!l! McCrory has been 
added to the announcing staff of 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, Iowa. He 
was formerly with KTHS, Hot 
Springs, Ark. 

Carter Reynolds, KSO and KRNT 
announcer, left this week for the 
army. Tom Dyer, of the promotion 
department of the two stations, 
leaves the first of the month. KSO 
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Philadelphia.—John R. Newhouse, 
formerly of WENY, New York, joins 
WFIL as an announcer. 

Hugh Chambers, former spieler on 
WGBF, Evansville, Ind. new addi- 
tion to WIP staff, replacing Bill 
Campbell free-lancing. 

Carol-Jean Shepard has left RCA- 
Victor to take post as WIP record 
and transcription librarian. 





Seattle-——Helen Champagne is the 
new aide in the publicity depart- 
ment at KIRO. Formerly with 
WTCN, Minneapolis, and KWAL, 
Wallace, Idaho. 





—Bob Lewis resigned as an- 
nouncer at WTRY. 





Saraseta, Fla.—John B. Browning, 
former Sarasota Herald-Tribune ad- 
vertising manager, has been namcl 
manager of WSPB, Sarasota. 





Louisville——Lavelle Waltman, for- 
merly program director at KROC, 
Rochester, Minn., is new to the an- 
nouncing staff at WAVE. Other 
changes include Ray Marcus, an- 
nouncer, who joined the Army, and 
Bil! Sherman, WAVE news editor, 


Medford’s Predicament 


Medford, Ore., Aug. 18. 

Radio technicians are so scarce 
here that the Blue Network out- 
let KMED has been forced to 
abandon five broadcasts on Sun- 
days. 

The situation has other sta- 
tions considerin: femmes to take 
places of those in service or soon 
to be called 











who has taken over the public rela- 
tions job at a plant in Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, engaged in war production. 

W. L. Lukenbill, script writer, 
taking over the new program direc- 
tor post at KXKX, Kansas City. 
Formerly handled continuity at 
WGRC. 

Hugh Sutton, formerly with 
WHAS, and a reader for the Ameri- 
can Printing House for the Blind, 
recording the ‘talking books,’ is now 
on the staff of WAVE as news edi- 
tor 


Sam Francisco—A. D. Fried re- 
signed as salesman at KROW, Oak- 
land, to become manager of KLX, 
Oakland. 

Lou Simon, KYA salesman, left 
that station to join Allied Advertis- 
ing Agencies. 

Eunice Steel, transferred as or- 
ganist from KFRC to KSAN. 

Clinten, lewa.—Roger Patrick, for- 
merly of WCBS, Springfield, Il., now 





announcing at KROS here. 
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Ken Dyke Heads All 


OW! Campaigns 


With W. ML Spire as Radio Link 





Washington, Aug. 18. 

Centralized control of aH: .cam- 
paigns—from money-raising to junk- 
collecting—has been established in 
the Office of War Information in a 
move to cut out overlapping appeals 
ts the public and prevent waste ef- 
fort on the part of over-enthusiastic 
volunteers. The Broadcasting indus- 
try will be tied directly into the 
new organization with plans and 
timetables for microphones appeals 
being worked out through the Radio 
Bureau. 

Appointment of William M. Spire, 
formerly with the Office for Emer- 
gency Management and earlier on 
the McCann-Erickson payroll, was 
announced last week in the first 
moves to set up machinery to help 
stations and networks arrange more 
orderly campaigns to solicit public 
aid for war work. He has the title 
of coordinator of campaigns and 
works directly under Douglas 
Meservey, assistant director of the 
Radio Bureau. 

Ken Dyke, borrowed from NBC, 
steers all campaigms and drives m 
the role of chief of the OWI Bt- 
reau of Campaigns. Spire will be 
the link between Dyke’s outfit and 








the broadcasters, 


remains as government liaison man 
and will have charge of distributing 
transcriptions for different Federal 
cup-rattlers. 


RAY NELSON RESUMES 
AS NBC ANNOUNCER 


C. L. Menser, NBC v.p. in charge 
of programs, has again reshuffled his 
production staff. He has taken Ray 
Nelson out of the job of preduction 
manager of the easterm division and 
assigned him back to announcing 
plus ‘the development of program 
ideas.” Nelson's post is now filled by 
Wynn Wright, who held a similar 
title in the network’s central division 
(Chicago ). 

Charles Urquhart, assistamt pro- 
duction manager im Chicago, has 
been moved into the vacancy left by 
Wright. 








Jack MeCarthy covered for the 
Blue network, the running of the 
Hambletonian Stakes, light harness 


but Phil Cohenclassic, at Goshen, N. Y. 
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op fruipode 


AT THE AGE OF TWENTY 


to perform a publie service whenever the need 
oceurs or the opportunity afferds. 


to air the news truthfatiy and frequently as 


soor as it happers. 


to offer daily the finest in all realms of radio 


entertainment. 


te draw or its facilities and the imagination 
of its people in every way that might contrib- 
ate to America’s war effort and the Victory. 


enters it’s twenty-first year, 


these continue to be WEAF’s guides 
for action. Today WEAF thanks its 
advertisers for their support of these 
aims in the past and looks forward 
to working with them in mamtaming 
the highest standards in broadeasting. 


WEAF 


AUGUST 16, 1922 
660 KC 


AUGUST 16, 1942 
50,000 WATTS 


- OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
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Deartth of Young Singers More Acute 





Met Opera Relies on Veterans—Many With Com- 
pany 20 Years—Artistry Sustains Them 


Dearth of good young singers to 
replace veterans is an annual head- 
ache of the Metropolitan Opera’ Co. 
It is pointed out by officials that nu- 
merous European singers in their 
vocal prime would be members of 
the company if it were possible to 
secure their services but the war has 
eliminated that possibility, and in 
the past half dozen years few if any 
great singers have developed to aid 
the veterans who constitute not only 
the great part of the artistic success 
of the house but the b.o. draw as 
well. 

Topping all others in length of 
service and setting a new record for 
consecutive years of service is Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, whose debut took 
place in November, 1913, and who is 
starting his 30th successive season as 
leading dramatic tenor of the Met. 
Martinelli came to the house when it 
was 30 years old, so at the conclusion 
of this season he will have sung 
there half the Met’s 60 years of exist- 
ance. A number of other singers are 
celebrating their 20th anniversaries. 
These include Elisabeth Rethberg, 
Karin Branzell. Armand Tokatyan, 
Lawrence Tibeett and _ Fredrich 
Schorr. Other veterans include 
Lauritz Melchior, 16 years; Ezio 
Pinza, 16 years; Grace Moore, 14 
years: Gladys Swarthout, 13 years; 
Lily Pons, 12 years, ete. Others who 
may not have been there as long, 
but who arrived late in their artistic 
lives are Richard Bonelli, 11 years; 
John Charles Thomas, 11 years; Lotte 
Lehmann, 11 years; Helen Traubel, 
etc. 

Some are as great as they ever 
were vocally and dramatically, 
others are hanging on by dint of 
artistry and the fact that no replace- 
ments have been developed for them. 
The Met has tried thousands of 
young singers over the past eight 
years through auditions and actual 
performances but few have come 
through. When these veterans fade 
from the scene as time will. even- 
tually force them to do, the cream 
of the operatic crop, already at a low 
ebb will be gone. Then it will either 
be a question of securing singers 
from Europe or.«giving a brand of 
@pera which would make _ todays 
mediocrity seem like the golden age 
of song. 





Smith College, Augmented 
By 900 WAVES, Foresees 


Sahara of Musical Talent! 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 18. 
All the Smith college girls and the 
WAVES who arrive there to the 
number o€ 900 in October will find 
Northampton a town pretty much 
without music. The reason is the 
blacklisting of the college by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
becuuse of the hiring of the non- 

ur’on Boston Symphony orchestra. 
“~y the edict, the annual Smith 
ccl'cse concert course, one of. the 
most popular in this area, will be 
‘out’ until peace is made between the 
Bostonians and the AFM. Already 
announced for this season, in addi- 


tion to the Koussevitzky orchestra, 
were the Rochester Philharmonic 
orchestra, the Cleveland Symphony | 
orchestra, Jascha H ifetz, the two- 
piano team of Bartlett and Robert- 
son, and the Brazilian soprano, Elsie 
Houston 

The ban also puts a serious crimp 
jn social life, since the college itself 
hires the orchestra for two of the 
three dances. For the spring dance, 


the dormitories usually hire a band 
of their own choice, and these would 
not come under the ban. 

A further problem is the request 
by naval officiais, connected with the 
WAVES, to have the college provide 
m"sic for the navy women, The 
college has two large halls—John M. 
Greene. and Sage ha!l—where con- 
certs are given. Greene hall is used 
for the concert courses, since it is 
much larger. 

Cotlege professors who are mem- 
bers of the union will not be for- 
bidden to give concerts, Arthur S. 
Fretz, president of the Northampton 
local, said, because the concerts are 
given without charge. 





Emmanuel List, Met basso, will 
give his first Town Hall concert in 
a decade Oct. 18. List, at 51, has 
been a member of the Met for 10 


years, 
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~ Ballet Grosses $5,900 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 18. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
swamped the big Portland Audi- 
torium last week in a one night per- 
formance (11). With admish from 
$1.10 to $2.20, show grossed $5,900. 
Auditorium seats 3,400 in main sec- 
tion and ticket sale ferced manage- 
ment to open side wings accommo- 
dating additional 800 people. Troupe 
manager reported it was the best 
indoor appearance they’d met on 
current trip. 

Alexandria Danilova, premiere 
ballerina, christened a ‘Liberty ship’ 
which was launched at a local ship- 
yard the afternoon of the troupe’s 
appearance here. 


LESSER SINGERS 
TO GET AXE AT 
MET OPERA 


As the Met management prepares 
and mails its contracts for the forth- 
coming season a great many singers 
on the roster are sitting in their 
summer homes mumbling prayers. 
While no definite indication can be 
secured from the management as to 
its policy, it is rumored that a great 
many artists now on the roster will 
not be there this season. 

One of the financial headaches of 
the management during the past sea- 
sons has been the fact that of the 
100-odd singers on the roster only 
a few can get into as many as 10 
performances over a season, The 
Met -hires many performers on a 
weekly basis and if these singers 
are paid $100 or more weekly the 
total is terrific at the end of a 
year especially when some of these 
singers wi! appear once or twice 
or sometimes not at all. A full 20 
singers on the roster made no ap- 
pearances last year and there were 
a like number whose appearances 
were limited to five or less, The Met 
is reported planning to drop between 
20 and 25 artists, mostly singers of 
smaller roles, who have been held 
foi developing purposes or for emer- 
gencies. A saving of $25,000 yearly 
can thus be effected. Others who 
have been on a weekly basis will 
bo shifted to a per performance basis 
thus eleminating the chances of a 
singer receiving $2,000 for a season 
and making one or two appearances 
for that money. 

The big artists will not be ef- 
fected other than being asked to ac- 
cept cuts of two to 10% in fees, but 
the smaller ones are sitting and 
watching for the mail man with 
fearful hearts. 











Concert Review 





IN.Y. PHILHARMONIC SYMPHONY 
| With Oscar Levant and Jane Froman 
Lewisoh 
All GerShwin Program 

Closing out a dismal financial sea- 
son with the largest crowd of the 
year, 19,743 paid admissions, the 
| Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., presented 
lits annual all Gershwin concert, 
| (Tuesday (11), with the ever-pres- 
Levant 


jent Oscar 
concerto’ and 





| piano 
Blue.” 

The orchestra itself, with Alexan- 
der Smallens conducting, was in ex- 
cellent form. Levant surpassed in 
this anpearance any other recital he 
has given locally in years playing 
with reckles fire and a abandon that 
swept the capacity audience. Miss 
Frohman was’ applauded _ almost 
equally as well for her singing of 
‘Summertime,’ ‘The Man I Love,’ ‘It 
Ain’t Necessarily So,’ and two en- 
cores, ‘I Got Rhythm’ and ‘Embrace- 
able You.’ 

The singer’s radio technique was 
hardly of a class to be compared with 
the concert and operatic personalt- 
ties who have stood on the same 
platform but she possessed oodles of 
personality and delivered her lines 
with a clean cut diction many opera- 
tic artists woudd do well to follow. 

The Gershwin night, an annual af- 
fair at the Stadium usually ranks 
close to the top in draw, and it 
wotfld not hurt to give two such 
levenings over the season, Eddy. 





HAPPY IS THE DELL 


Had Best Season Despite Rain, 
Dimout, Gas and Tire Dearth 








Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

The 1942 Robin Hood Dell Con- 
cert series which ended last Tuesday 
(11) was by far the most successful 
of its 13 year history despite inclem- 
ent weather, blackouts, gas and 
tire rationing. The season wound up 
with a combined audience of 191,450, 
approximately 36,550 more than last 
season and an operating deficit of 
less than $15,000—lowest in history 
and all made up in advance by pri- 
vate contributions. 


This season’s record was set in face 
of 13 postponements, 12 of them be- 
cause of rain or threatening weather 
and one because of a. State-wide 
blackout. All the concerts were 
made up, however, by presentations 
on ‘free nights.’ 

Top draw for the season was the 
all-Gershwin concert with Oscar 
Levant and Anne Brown as soloists, 
and Edwin McArthur, conductor. 
This combo drew a crowd of 14,250— 
largest in Dell history and more than 
twice the normal seating capacity of 
the al fresco amphitheatre, 


Second largest crowd of 13,000 at- 
tended the Lily Pons-Andre Kos- 
talenetz concert. Other concerts 
drawing 10,000 or more: George 
Szell, 12,000 (record for all-sym- 
phonic concert); Marian Anderson, 
11,500; Alec Templeton, 12,000; Jan 
Peerce and Jarmila Novotna, 11,200, 
and Pau]. Robeson, 11,000. 


Stranded Finn 
To Conduct Duluth 


Symphony Orch 


Duluth, Aug.9187"" 

Tauno Hannikainen, conductor of 
the Helsinki Symphony orchestra, 
stranded in this country by the war, 
has been appointed conductor of the 
Duluth Symphony orchestra to suc- 
ceed Paul Lemay, now serving as a 
captain in the army air corps. Han- 
nikainen came to the United States 
January, 1940, to conduct two con- 
certs of the Boston orchestra at the 
invitation of Serge Koussevitzky. He 
has appeared as guest conductor of 
the Detroit, Philadelphia and NBC 
Symphony orchestras. 

In addition to his duties as con- 
ductor of the Duluth orchestra, Han- 
nikainen will direct the Duluth 
Junior Symphony orchestra and the 
Duluth Symphony chorus of 300 
voices. 


ARMANDO AGNINI GOES 
TO SAN FRANCISCO 


Armando Agnini, stage director of 
the San Francisco Opera Co. and 
for 17 years stage director of the 
Met, left Saturday (17) for San 
Francisco to train the chorus of the 
opera company for the forthcoming 
20th season opening Oct. 9. 

















Stadium, N. Y., Aug. 11, °42 | 


as soloist in the} 
‘Rhapsody in| 


Agnini spent the summer in N. Y. 
| teaching a number of the Met per- 
sonnel. 


‘Carnegie Hall Operettas 
| Go to Washington, D. C. 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

The Carnegie Hall troupe of light 
opera singers comes to the Potomac 
Watergate with ‘The Chocolate Sol- 
dier,’ listed to open Wednesday (19). 
Helen Gleason sings the lead role 
of Nadina, with Robert Shafer of 
the St. Louis Municipal opera in the 
role of Bumerli. 

Supporting players will ‘include 
Frank Hornaday, Detmar Poppen, 
Florenz Ames, Helen Lavin and 
Ethel Barrymore. Colt. Edward 
Scanlon is stage director; Pierre de 
Reeder, musical director and Carl 
Randall, director of dancing. 

Fortune Gallo-is making the busi- 
ness arrangements with Tom Bar- 
rows handling publicity. For the 
second week, attraction will be ‘The 
Merry Widow.’ 
as producer, in association 
Blank & Silberman, Inc. 

At the 50 cents to $2 scaie light 
operas can gross in excess of $30,000, 
provided the weatherman provides 
; moonlight and keeps the sky spigots 
' turned off 


with 





Hans Bartsch listed } 





Boston Symphony to Springfield — 





Issue Hotly Debated—Non-Union Status Ignored— 
Local Daily Blasts Petrillo Every Other Day 





Las 


Trenton Opera’s Film 


Trenton, Aug. 18. 

A featurette aimed at schools has 
been shot here by the Trenton Opera 
Association of ‘Pagliacci,’ using the 
recorded disks for the orchestra and 
soloists and a number of young 
singers who appeared with the com- 
pany last season to act out the parts 
in synchronizing their motions to 
the recorded voices. Film is not in- 
tended for public release. 

Back of the venture is Michael 
Kuttner, conductor of the Opera 
Company, with Armando Agnini do- 
ing the staging. Singers are Dorothy 
Kirsten, Earl Wrightson, Carlos 
Alexander and Alan Carelli, 


MET IN MONT 'L 
SEPT. 17-25 FOR 
12 OPERAS 


Montreal, Aug. 18. 


Nothing so ambitious has been 
given in Montreal for many years 
if at all, as the nine 12-day, opera 
season to be put on in this city by 
the Metropolitan Opera Company of 
New York with a full roster of name 











singers under the bato®of~Witlfrid: 


Pelletier. Season is from Sept. 17 
to Sept. 25 and is an indication that 
Montreal is now definitely included 
in the company’s new program de- 
signed to extend its opera season to 
encompass the whole year. The 
operas will be performed at the 
2;500-seater St. Denis theatre in the 
east end of the city, otherwise oper- 
ated for pix by France-Film, who 
are the sponsors here of the opera 
season. 

List of singers includes a number 


of Met’s best-known artists and 
takes in such popular names” as 
Lawrence Tibbett, Grace Moore, 


Charles Thomas, Bidu Sayao, Ezio 
Pinza, Nino Martini, Giovanni Mar- 
tinelli, Salvatore Baccaloni, Thelma 


Votipka, Kurt Baum, Richard 
Crooks, Robert Weede, Jan Peerce, 
Kerstin Thorborg, Rene Maison, 


Julius Huehn and Gladys Swarthout. 
Contracts have already been signed 
with all the above and only the im- 
portant roles of Don Jose in Car- 
men: Gilda in Rigoletto, and Nedda 
in Pagliacci remain to be filled. 

Some 40 singers from the Metro- 
politan chorus and 20 dancers from 
the corps de ballet will be brought 
here under the direction of Laurent 
Novikoff. Desire Defrere will be the 
regisseur. 

Operas to be repeated from last 
year’s season will be ‘Boheme,’ 
‘Faust’ and ‘Carmen.’ Novelty will 
be matinee performance of the ‘Bar- 
tered Bride’ in English. Others will 
be ‘Tosca,’ ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ 
‘Pagliacci,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Rigo- 
letto,’ ‘Thais,’ ‘Louise,’ and ‘Samson 
and Delilah.’ 

Season has been projected in view 
of the great year’s 
five-day, seven-opera under 
the same sponsorship and direction. 


success of last 
season 





ZILIAN| A CASUALTY 


Meanwhile Lauri-Volpi Reported a 
Colonel in Italian Army 
Alessandro Ziliani, lyric tenor of 
La Scala, Milan, who is well known 
in the U. S. through operatic ap- 
pearances with the Chicago and San 
Francisco Opera companies, is re- 
ported killed in action in Libya. 

Ziliani was about 35 years old. 

The tenor was the husband of 
Mafalda Favero, lyric soprano, who 
sang one season at the Met and was 
re-engaged but prevented by the 
war from coming. It was said that 
the Met planned to engage Ziliani 
as well for the 1939-40 season but 
was halted by the war. 

Another well known tenor, Gi- 
acomo Lauri-Volpi, who sang at the 
Met from 1923-33 and was re- 
engaged for the i940 season but 
failed to come, has been appointed 
a colonel in the Italian army. Volpi 
served as a captain in the last war. 
He is 49. 





Springfield, Mass., Aug. 18. 

The showdown between the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and the Springfield Community 
Concert Association drew one step 
nearer when the City Property 
Committee on Friday (14) by a two 
to one vote decided not to bar the 
non-union Boston Symphony or- 
chestra whose coming in March is 
thought certain to cause the black- 
listing by the A. F. of M. of the 
Municipal auditorium. 


An attempt by Charles L. Wag- 
ner, New York manager of a highly 
successful course here, to solicit the 
aid of J. P. Hayes, manager of the 
National Symphony Orchestra, due 
in the YMCA series, came a crop- 
per. Wagner wrote Hayes asking 
him to supplement already filed pro- 
tests to the city committee, 

‘On the contrary,’ wrote Hayes, ‘I 
urge you (the city committee) to 
stand firm in this matter. To give 
in to the outrageous threat of 
Petrillo would be appeasement of 
the worst kind.’ 


To back up his opinion, Hayes in- 
formed the committee that Constitu- 
tion hall, the home of the unionized 
National symphony, is on the fed- 
eration’s blacklist, yet not one word 
is said when union orcuestras play 
there. The Philadelphia orchestra, 
which has been suggested as an ac- 
ceptable substitute for the Hub or- 
chestra here, plays six concerts a 
year in Constitution hall, Hayes 
wrote, without any difficulty. 

Meantime, verbal brickbats con- 
tinued. The Springfield Union has 
been peppering Petrillo with three 
and four editorials a week since 
the dispute started last month. Sat- 
urday (15) the paper suggested 
Springfield concert goers unite with 


Smith college, already blacklisted, 
in a united front against Petrillo. 
‘Those who were called upon to 


forego enjoyment of the ‘concerts 
could console themselves in the 
knowledge that they were taking 
sides against tyranny of the most 
complete and detestable kind.’ 


The Daily News, not exactly em- 


bracing Petrillo, took the stand, 
however, that between the Boston 
orchestra and all other available 


music there was only one ‘practical’ 


choice. Replying yesterday (17) to 
criticism from Boston writers and 
columnists, who held it wouldn't 
hurt much to defy Petrillo, the 
News parabled: ‘Suppose a man 
likes fish, wants it and orders it, 
knowing that his doctor has told 


him he is allergic to it and that eat- 
ing it may be fatal. He has a right 
to eat the fish, but those who ad- 
vise him to do it have an obligation 
at least, to attend the funeral and 
to maintain a discreet silence dur- 
ing it.’ 


‘Tristan and Isolde’ With 
Helen Traubel Opposite 
Melchior Is in View 


‘Tristan and Isolde,’ which was the 
Met’s. most successful ‘opera at the 
b.o. for over five years when Kir- 
sten Flagstad was in this country, 
will be revived during the 1942-43 
season with Helen Traubel singing 
Isolde. The American soprano has 
been termed the greatest Wagnerian 
soprano developed in this country 
since the days of Lillian Nordica, and 
spent the entire summer in Cali- 
fornia studying the role with Ernest 
Knich, 77-year-old conductor. 

Lauritz Melchior will sing Tristan 
opposite Traubel and it is also pos- 
sible that Giovanni Martinelli may 
be allowed to sing a performance in 
this, his 30th year at the Met. If 
so it will be Martinelli’s first Ger- 
man role at the Met. He sang it 
three years ago in Chicago. 

Alexander Kipnis, Fredrich Schorr 
and Erich Leinsdoff will be the 
others in the cast. 











Ensign Richard Korn 
Builds Guard Orch 


Richard Korn, young American 
conductor, serving as an ensign 1” 
the Coast Guard, has formed a con- 
cert band of 50 men in his outfit 
stationed at Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 

Giving series of Saturday after- 
ncon concerts there. 
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Picture Cos. Continue to Sign Up 
Bands For Termers on Unprecedent 


Scale; Offset to Loss of Male Stars 





Picture companies are sewing up 
name bands on an unprecedented 
scale this year in a move to set up 
new stellar strength in films to off- 
set the loss of top male stars going 
into the armed forces. Majors, find- 
ing that known bands are a potent 
b.o. asset, are handing out term deals 
to the lesser orchestras as well. 


Among orchestras which have been 
signed for picture work are such 
names as Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy 
Dorsey, Glenn Miller (for seven 
years), and Benny Goodman. Xavier 
Cugat is scheduled to make a second 
picture for Columbia while Freddie 
Slack has one scheduled for the 
same studio. Bob Crosby is set for 
Metro’s ‘Presenting Lily Mars.’ There 
is a long list of others who have 
been used in the past and are ne- 
gotiating for further assignments, 
Among the latter is Dick Jurgens, 
talking a five-year deal with Metro. 

Metro, with Louis K. Sidney and 
Arthur Freed strongly favoring mu- 
sicals, is one of the studios most ac- 
tive in signing bands for future use. 
usually taking exclusive options on 
services within specific time limits. 

An instance of failure to retaih 
hold on an orchestra is in the re- 
lations between Paramount = and 
Jimmy Dorsey. Dorsey’s recent 
‘Fleet's In’ was one of the most suc- 
cessful of band films, but Par had 
him signed for the one job only, 
though they had ‘first refusal’ (i.e., 
a good story) on a second. Since 
Par didn’t come forth with a suitable 
script, Dorsey couldn’t be prevented 
from going over to Metro. He be- 
gins his first picture for them soon 
on terms approximately the same as 
his Par deal which paid him and his 
men about $75,000 for six weeks’ 
work. 

One of the longest term contracts 
written between a band and a stu- 
dio was that which tied Glenn Mil- 
ler to 20th-Fox for seven years call- 
ing for a minimum of one film a 
year with a progressively high salary. 
Studio can ask for a second picture 
each year, however, at the same 
price as the first. Similar contracts, 
but less period of time (five 
years) have been mentioned as be- 
ing mulled for other outfits 

Most band-picture contracts being 
made at the moment, however, call 
for one film with options for one 
or two more, 


SETTLE WITH THORNHILL 


Unsuitable So Paramount 
Negotiates Setilement 


fay 
LU4 








Script 





Claude Thornhill’s band will not 
go to the Coast to begin work on a 
film for Paramount, which was to 
start Monday (24). Last week Buddy 
DeSylva, head of the Par studio, tore 
up the script for the film Thornhill 
was booked for because it wasn’t 
suitable. Par officials in New York, 
and Tom Rockwell, head of General 
Amusement Corp., which books 
Thornhill, got together Monday (17) 


to work out a settlement of the 
band’s contract. 
Thornhill is now on a string of 


one-night dates to Chicago, from 
where he was scheduled to train 
later in the week for California. 


Ted Lewis to MCA 


Ted Lewis orchestra has shifted 
agency allegiance to the Music Corp. 
of America, with which Lewis signed 
a booking contract last week. 

Lewis had been booked by the 
William Morris agency almost since 
the inception of the latter’s band de- 
partment. Lewis is currently in the 
midwest, 


Eddie Cantor is another gone 
MCA, following Ai Jolson, both long 
with Morris. Cantor, however, be- 
Cause of his radio renewal by Bristol- 
Myers, continues with the Morris 


office until the expiration of that 
contract, 
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50,000 OLD RECORDS 


But What Services Get In Return 
Isn’t Made Public 








Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

Station WCAU is reported having 
piled up 50,000 old records in its 
current drive. The gutta percha and 
shellac salvage is turned over at 
scrap prices and the scrap prices in 
turn used to buy new records for 
service men, 

Missing in WCAU’s publicity are 
the sums of money involved for the 
50,000 old discs and the number of 
new discs that will be acquired, and 
whether the latter are to be ac- 
quired at retail or wholesale prices, 
and from what company. 

WCAU has been touring the resi- 
dential districts with a mobile unit 
in charge of Russ Mullholland, one 
of its announcers. 


That Gal Is Our 
Billie,’ Columbia 
Warns Capitol 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Columbia Records has notified 
Glenn Wallichs’ new Capitol Record 
outfit here that it must not release 
Paul Whiteman’s recording of ‘Trav- 
elling Light,’ or be sued for using a 
Columbia recording artist without 
permission. Columbia claims that 
the vocalist with Whiteman, called 
Lady Day on the disc, is actually 
Billie Holliday, who is contracted to 
its Okeh label. It’s understood here 
that Columbia has also warned Miss 
Holliday against repeating the in- 
fraction of her Columbia contract. 

Some time ago Columbia can- 
celled the contract it had with John 
Kirby’s small jazz band because it 
claimed Kirby accompanied Una 
Mae Carlisle on a Blue bird release 
without permission. Kirby subse- 
quently moved to Victor to cut un- 
der his own name, and with 
Carlisle. 











Miss 





W ADDITION TL 


LFA. RELATION 


All Radio Stations Must Re- 
port Under Oath the Sums 
Paid for Professional Tal- 
ent and the Amounts of 
Free Talent on Station— 
FCC Questionnaire Re- 
flects Complaints Raised 
by Petrillo 


‘ 














AID FOR D. OF J. 





Washington, Aug. 18. 
Broadcasters are under obligation 
this week to furnish large amounts of 
statistical data about their program- 


ming and labor relations for use of 
the Federal Government in the in- 


junction suit sought to prevent the 
American Federation of Musicians 
from carrying out the boycott of 
transcriptions and recordings for 


commercial use. Detailed question- 
naires were sent every licensee Sat- 
urday (15) by the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission as a means of 
getting factual information for As- 
sistant Attorney General Thurman 
Arnold and his trust-busting col- 
leagues. Sworn replies are due back 
within five days after receipt. 

Meanwhile the National Associa- 
tion. of Broadcasters is analyzing 
similar dope received from over 600 
stations and is preparing to inter- 
vene in the Justice Department’s in- 
junction proceeding in Chicago as ‘a 
friend of the court.’ Application to 
file a brief on behaif of the radio 
industry, will be made this) week 
with the approval of the Justice De- 
partment. 

Comprehensive reports on the use 
made of live talent, transcriptions 
and recordings, house orchestras and 
standbys, are demanded by the FCC, 
which also requests notarized state- 
ments about any tiffs with the mu- 
sicians union and information about 
contractual relations with the James 
C. Petrillo forces. Financial data, 
some of which also has been fur- 
is gotonk obviously to help the 
Justice Department attorneys . back 
up contentions that te ban on waxed 


(Continued on page 36) 
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A.F.M. Chicago Meeting on Strategy: 
N.A.B. Helping Arnold Prepare: 


Waxers Idleness Becomes Dull 





—' 


Raymond Scott at Work; 
His Unit Is Incomplete 


Raymond Scott went to work Mon- 
day (16) at CBS studios in New York 
with his six-piece band still incom- 
plete. He used Mel Powell, piano; 
Billy Taylor, bass; George Johnson, 
alto sax, and three others to fill in 
for Cosy Cole, drummer, who’s to 
join next week; Barney Bigard, clari- 
net, also coming in next week; Em- 
mett Berry, trumpet, ditto. 

Cole is now with Cab Calloway; 
Bigard is with Duke Ellington, and 
Berry is with Teddy Wilson. 


Musicians Plan 
Clean-up Depot 
For Servicemen 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

The Musicians Union is pushing a 
project for establishment of a clean- 
ing-up depot for servicemen on fur- 
lough here. Union officials are 
hunting for a site where soldiers 
and sailors will be able to shave, 
wash, shower and press clothes when 
they hit town. 

This is the first such project of 
its kind in the country and the lead 
is expected to be followed in other 
cities. 


WAYNE KING BECOMES 
A U.S. A. CAPTAIN 


Chicago, Aug. 18. 

Wayne King was last week ap- 
pointed a captain in the Army 
Specialists Corp. 

Band leader will have charge of 
all music for the Sixth Corps Army 
Area. 

Rudy Vallee was inducted into the 
Coast Guard Monday (17) in Cali- 
fornia. 
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Broadcasting and recording circles 
were speculating yesterday (Tues- 
day) as to what major developments 
might stem from the meeting of the 
executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians in Chicago 
the past several days. The gathering 
had been hurriedly called for a sur- 
vey of the entire situaticn to date 
and to decide on subsequent strategy, 
The various assistants to the presi- 
dent were summoned from the 
AFM’s New York office for the occa- 
sion. 

While broadcasting and recording 
company execs express confidence 
that Petrillo will make no drastic 
move pending trial of the Govern- 
ment’s anti-trust action, there have 
been inklings from within the federa- 
tion that the executive board and 
Petrillo will proceed to act on plans 


previously formulated in connection 
with the campaign on ‘canned music.’ 
On hand for the board meeting is 
Joseph Padway, AFM’s counsel in 
the anti-trust proceedings. 


Meanwhile NBC, the Blue Net- 
work and Columbia are busily pre- 
paring the affidavits which Thur- 
man Arnold, assistant U. S. attorney 
general, has asked them and others 
to submit for the Sept. 16 trial. The 
National Association of Broadcasters 
asked the Federal court in charge for 
permission to intervene in the case 
on the side of the Government. It 
was reported last week that the in- 
dependent phonograph record com- 
panies were showing some reluc- 
tance toward furnishing Arnold with 
affidavits concerning how the AFM’s 
ban on musician employment would 
damage them, if it will, but counsel 


(Continued on page 35) 


GRAYS FIRST 
STRAND DATE 








Gien Gray’s Casa Loma orchestra, 
which began the pit band policy at 
the Paramount theatre, New York, 
during the Christmas holidays in 
‘1933, has been hooked to play the op- 
position Strand theatre, New York, 
for the first time. Gray was an an- 
nual fixture at the Par over the 
Xmas-New Year holidays for six 
straight years, as an anniversary 
gesture, String was broken last 
January when Gene Krupa took 
over. 

Strand date is for three weeks, be- 


ginning Nov. 27. Gray is currently 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
| York, where he stays until the first 
week in October when Glenn Miller 


| returns. 





Joe Glaser to California 


Joe Glaser headed for California 
Saturday (15) to be available when 


| three of his bands start work during 


the week in that area. Louis Arm- 
strong’s band starts film work on 


| Metro’s ‘Cabin in the Sky’; Lionel 
| Hampton opens at Casa Manana, 
Culver City, Cal., 


and Stuff Smith 
opens at Club Trouville, Los An- 
geles. 

Glaser will be gone about two 
weeks. 

Davies to Be N. Y. Rep 

With Joe Glaser anxious to estab- 
lish himself and make his permae 
nent home on the Coast, the band 
manager has engineered a deal with 
Jack Davies to handle his N. Y. 
business. 

Davies retains his own office 
while servicing Glaser’s clients.. 
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Kaye Great $54,000, Ennis, 24, Big 
786, Both in N. Y.; J. Dorsey, 566, 
Chi Wow, Nelson Fine 276 in Cleve. 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Charlie Barnet, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton; 3,200; 40-55-65-75)—With ‘Flight 
Lieutenant’ (Col) and Martha Raye. 
Combination of Barnet, Raye and 
war film is terrific for this spot’s 
first stage show of the season and 
clipping torrid $30,000. 

Blue Barron, Indianapolis (Circle; 
2,600; 30-40-55)—With ‘Blondie for 
Victory’ (Col). Band, plus Larry 
Adler and other good acts in sup- 
port, looks for excellent $17,000. 

Bobby Byrne, New York (State; 
$,450; 39-44-55-75-99-$1.10) — Plus 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and vaude. Screen 
attraction regarded as the draw, 
stout $28,500. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75)—Plus ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par). Mostly the draw of the Dor- 
sey crew, getting wow $56,000. 

Skinnay Ennis, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99 )—‘Holiday 
Inn’ (Par) and the Ink Spots (2d 
wk) make this a whale of an all- 
round bill. Second session heading 
for tremendous $78,000, after record 
$85,000 opening week. 

Horace Heidt, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘My Favor- 
ite Spy’ (RKO). Kay Kyser in film. 
Looks like fine $28,500. 

Sammy Kaye, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Soaring to great 
$54,000 or thereabouts, with Kaye 
outfit and picture credited equally 
for b.c. appeal. 

Stan Kenton, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75)—Teamed with 
Jackie Cooper and Three Stooges in 
person and ‘Sweater Girl’ (U) on 
screen. Whole package drawing 
good $24,500, with credits about 
evenly divided. 

Chico Marx, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65) — With 
*Yokel Boy’ (Rep) on screen, Band 
rates bulk of $15,000 draw, slightly 
over wartime normal. 

Vaughn Monroe, Buffalo (Buffalo; 
3,500; 35-55)—With ‘Calling Dr. Gil- 
lespie’ (M-G). Band show with at- 


tractive supporting talent keeping | T., 


the b.o. buzzing and building up to 
fine $24,000. 


Ozzie Nelson, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700; 35-40-45-55-70)—With ‘Flight, Barnesville, 


Lieutenant’ (Col) and Harriet Hil- 
liard. Band’s recent comeback on 
Red Skelton program counts 
plenty at b.o. 
$27,000. 


Paul Whiteman, Chicago (Oriental; 
‘Butch 
Whiteman is the 
attraction on this combo; big $23,000. B 


3,200; 28-33-44-55-65)—With 
Minds Baby’ (U). 





Pluggers Donate Pianos 


Chicago, Aug. 18. 
Professional Music Men, Inc., Chi- 
cago branch, this week donated $300 
to the purchase of two pianos for 
the Chicago Service Men’s Center. 
Mayor Kelly will accept the pi- 
anos on behalf of the service men 
in a special dedication, Aug. 31. 
Erwin Barg and Morton Schaeffer 
will represent the Professional Mu- 
sic Men. 


for 
Swinging to swell 





Band Bookings 


Lou Breese, Sept. 4, week, Stanley 
T., Pittsburgh. 

Guy Lombardo, Aug. 20, Aud., At- 
lanta, Ga.; 21, Maxwell Field, Mont- 
gomery, Ala.; 22, Aud., Birmingham, 
Ala.; 26, Empire B., Allentown, Pa.; 
27, Lakewood Park, Mahanoy City, 
Pa.; 29, Sunset B., Carrolltown, Pa. 


McFarland Twins, Sept. 7, indefi- 
nite, Dempsey’s Restaurant, New 
York. 


Bob Astor, Sept. 4-7, Summit Inn, 
Baltimore. 


Bob Crosby, Oct. 8, three weeks, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

Sonny Dunham, Aug. 21, Casa 
Loma B., Charlestown, W. Va.; 22, 
Lakeside Park, Dayton, O.; 23, South- 
ern Mansion, Indianapolis; 25, Para- 
mount T., Anderson, Ind.; 26, Sandy 
Beach Park, Russell’s Point, O.; 27, 
Ocean Beach Pier, ,Clark’s Lake, 
Mich.; 28, week, Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit; Sept. 3, Fruitport Pavillion, 
Muskegon, Mich.; 4, Palais Royale B., 
South Bend, Ind.; 6, Paramount T., 
Hammond, Ind.; 7, Eagle’s B., Mil- 
waukee; 8, Avalon B., La Crosse, Wis. 

Bob Allen, Sept. 6-Oct. 1, Roseland 
B., New York. 

Mitchell Ayres, Sept. 5, Conven- 
tion Hall, Asbury Park, N. J.; 10-16, 
Loew's State T., New York; 17-20, 
Victory T., Bayonne, N. J. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Sept. 4, Sports 
Arena, Rochester, N..Y.; 5, Walde- 
meer Park, Erie, Pa.; 6, Yankee Lake, 
Brookfield, O.; 7, Kennywood, Park, 
Pittsburgh; 11-24, Sherman H., Chi- 
cago; 29, six weeks, Palladium B., 
Hollywood. 

Woody Herman, Sept. 11-17, Or- 
pheum T., Minneapolis; 18, Dance- 
land, Cedar Rapids, Ia.; 19, Val-Ajir, 
Des Moines; 20, Palomar B., Kansas 
City; 21, Shrine Mosque, Springfield, 
Mo.; 22, Castle B., St. Louis; 23, Hub 
‘B., Evansville, Ind.; 25, week Circle 
Indianapolis. 

Glen Gray, Aug. 23, Lake Com- 
pounce, Bristol, Conn. 

Carl Hoff, Aug. 22, Lakeside Park, 








Pa.;. 26-27,, Poli T., 
Waterbury, Conn. 
Lou Jordan, Aug. 25, Armory, 


Charleston, W. Va. 

Clyde Leas, Aug. 28, Dunbar Cave, 
Clarksville, Tenn.; 29, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati; 30-Sept. 8, Forrest Park, 
St. Louis. 

Dick Rogers, Aug. 24-26, Palomar 

Norfolk, Va.; 28-30, State T., 
Hartford, Conn. 

Vido Musso, Aug. 28-29, Capitol T., 

heeling, W. Va.; 30, Keith-Albee T., 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Tommy Reynolds, Aug. 28-30, 
Gypsy Village, Louisville, Ky.; Sept. 
4-Oct. 16, Rainbow Rendevu, Salt 
Lake City, 





PAUL TREMAINE IN ARMY 





After the 13-Week Olympics He’il 











Join a Service Band 





‘’'m going to move to 
The Outskirts of Town” 


AND 


Columbia Record No. 36601 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 





Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
Dir. William Morris Agency . 








| Paul Tremaine, once one of the 
country’s most popular dance band 
|leaders, is in the Army, stationed at 
Quartermaster Replacement Training 
| Center, Camp Lee, Va. Tremaine en- 
listed July 29 and entered the ranks 
| July 31 under his real name, Eric. 
|He will join a Camp Lee post band 
as soon as basic training is com- 
pleted. 

| Artie Shaw, who entered the U. S. 
| Naval Reserve recently, is stationed 
lat nearby Newport News, Va. He is 
completing basic training, and spends 
part of his time leading a band for 








various functions. 

















NOT YELLOW 


HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK, SEPT. 13 








| 


that a 


Add: Wartime Jumps 


Al Donahue’s men rode almost 
40 miles two weeks ago from 
Vermillion, O., to Cleveland in 
the back of a truck they hired, 
Musicians and instruments were 
simply piled into the body and 
the trip took two and a half 
hours. 

In West Virginia soon after 
that Donahue hired two pleasure 
cars and a truck for the instru- 
ments for a short hop. All went 
well until the state line was 
reached when the truckman 
stopped and refused to go fur- 
ther because he wasn’t licensed 
to cross state lines. Everything 
vent into the two cars (average 
band uses four cars and instru- 
ment truck), 


Erskine Hawkins, 
Frankie Masters 


Draw Solidly 


(Estimates) 

(There was an error in crowd re- 
ported in ‘Variety’ at Brookline 
Country Club, Phillu, on Aug. 1. 
Hoofers checked in to dance to Joey 
Kearns orchestra was 577, not 377 as 
printed.) 

Count Basie (Ei Paiio B., Reno, 
Nev., Aug. 12). In spite of wither- 
ing heat Basie pulled strong 1,700 
here at $1. 

Ella Fitzgerald (Brookline C. C., 
Phila., Aug. 15). First shot here for 
Fitzgerald gang drew neat 735 danc- 
ers at $1.10. 














Chuck Foster (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Aug. 10-15). Fos- 
ter’s second week better; 10,000 


hoofers at $1.45 couple for excellent 
$7,250 gross considering lack of gas, 
etc. 

Erskine Hawkins (Nu-Elm B., 
Youngstown, O., Aug. 12). Haw- 
kins piled up a great gross here of 
$2,200 at $1 and $1.20, an unexpected 
surprise. . 

Carl Hoff (Raymor B., Boston, 
Aug. 11). Hoff is now accepted draw 
in this area; he accounted for 1,100 
admissions at 75c-65c for fine Tues- 
day total of $770. 

Frankie Masters (Fort theatre, 
Rock Isle, Ill., Aug. 13-15). Masters 
has been doing exceptionally well in 
this area and on this stand broke 
another house record; piled up gross 
of $5,821 on last-half three days. 

Alvino Rey (Convention Hall, 
Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 13). Rey 
did nice job here, drawing just un- 
der 2,000 admissions at $1.10. 

Claude Thornhill (Empire B., Al- 
lentown, Pa., Aug. 12). On second 
or third stay here Thornhill did 
okay, making money for all con- 
cerned; 1,400 or so at $1. 





Band Reviews 








DICK JURGENS ORCH (14) 
With Buddy Moreno, Harry Cool 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 

If this isn’t the most commercial 
band in the business it’ll give any 
outfit an argument for the title. 
Jurgens and his mob of zanies, be- 
sides turning out smartly paced, 
pleasant dance music, never cease 
making things happen when they’re 
on the stand. They kid one another, 
kid the customers and do everything 
group of musicians might 
ordinarily avoid. And make 
everyone like it. 

This is Jurgens’ first trip into the 
New York area. He’s a Chicago fave 
who gained a reputation via long 
stands at the Aragon 
there; he’s the equal in name value 
to any of the country’s top bands in 
that area. This summer he’s spent 
in the east, clicking solidly at the 
Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass., a success the leader is likely 
to duplicate at this spot. 

Jurgens’ combination of four sax, 
three trumpets, “wo trombones, and 
four rhythm is not the equal in 
musicianship to a great many outfits 
that don’t enjoy equal popularity, 
but with this band that’s not a point 
to argue. It plays cleanly and en- 
thusiastically and is directed with a 
great deal more thought than the 
average leader applies, and the result 
is topheavy in its favor. In the early 
evening it dishes .p smooth ballads, 
light rhythm arrangements simply 
written and novelties of all types that 
bring out the comic talent among the 
men, Later there comes muted med- 
leys of old-time faves, with dimmed 
lights, Even Meadowbrook’s younger 
trade, generally known for its drive 


they 











inclinations, swallowed the latter | 


Buddy Moreno, guitarist-vocalist, | 


| does a swell job on vocals and his} 


Ballroom | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as @ weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business —_ done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Alvino Rag .occAStoe (1,000) T5681). cc cccdécescocte 4 4,200 28,150 
Ray Heatherton ..Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).......ece00. 16 650 9,525 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)...... enecees et 2,900 19,125 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........14 1,900 29,175 
Lani McIntire ...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......++6.. 27 1,400 40,075 
Glen Gray ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 5 2,125 10,625 
Jerry Wald ..... Lincoln (225; 75c-$1).........0. sane ae 700 12,700 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900; $1-$1.50). Through the groove for 
another 5,000 covers and settled for a long run amid the cocoanuts. 

Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 1,200; 50c-$1). He’s more than just another 
guy named Joe to this spot and again running close to 5,000 tabs on the 
week. 





Chicago 


Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Tucker 
has done a fine job in this room for his first time in the territory. He 
has established himself firmly with the listeners and customers. Last 
week again clicked off good $3,700 in view ef the Wednesday (12) black- 
out. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy roll- 
ing along here and will be likely year-after-year repeater in this spot, 
Rigthly so, in view of fine trade, hitting 1,700 last week. 

Duke Ellington (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.56 min.), 
Ellington dragged in bright 4,500 customers on finale session. Charlie 
Spivak orchestra opened with wallop Friday (14). 

Charlie Murray (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Carlos Ramirez replaced Joan Merrill as floor attraction. Biz okay at 
1,400 tabs. 





Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton Hotel; 350; $1 cover). Carol 
Bruce headlines the new show that opened Friday (14) and is credited 
with two sell-out evenings. Brandwynne’s seventh week. Covers upped 
to 2,300, plus excellent dinner biz, 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). Hildegarde takes 
top honors for drawing 1,300 covers on four days, having opened on 
Wednesday (12). She was originally booked for three weeks, but on 
basis of terrific opening, Manager Chauncey Depew Steele picked up 
option extending engagement to Sept. 16. Jane Pickens’ two closing nights, 
Monday-Tuesday usually slow nights, accounted for 225, Dinner trade 
big. Morton’s fifth week and continues, 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Edwards’ 
ninth was good with 850 covers on Friday-Saturday, only late nights, with 
fine dinner traffic. 





Minneapolis 


Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace, Nicollet hotel; $1.50-$2 min.), Go- 
ing stronger than ever in sixth week, Dorothy Lewis ice revue, ‘Symphony 
on Skates,’ will remain here another fortnight. Attendance zoomed to 
new high, reaching 780 nightly average. Gelson (local) orch. plays for 
show and daicing. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Woody Herman (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). It used to be 
that 26,000 customers was just something the management dreamed about, 
but now it’s getting to be an every week occurrence with Herman. Matty 
| Malneck comes in (18) as intermish band for six weeks, with Abe Lyman 
| dated for the main stand Sept. 1, following Herman. 

Cab Calloway (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., sixth week). Closing 
figure around 11,000 and pushing the six-week aggregate to around 65,000, 
which calls for a count on the house record. Lionel Hampton opens 
Thursday. 

Henry Busse (Trianon, B, Southgate, Cal., sixth week). Plenty of heft 
left and bowed out with strong count of close to 8,000. Count Basie moves 
in Wednesday. 

Johnny Richards (Casino B, Hollywood, first week). This lad moved 
in from the beach and has yet to demonstrate what he can do in the city. 
May pull around 3,500 customers. 

Ted Fio Rito (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, sixth week). On 
either side of 5,000 payees and secondary to the draw of Nils Granlund’s 
floor revue and Mills Bros. as a bar attraction. 











(Chicago) 

Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Benny Fields head- 
lining and account for beaucoup trade. Franklin continues to hold and biz 
| good at 3,300 last week. , 
| Art Jarrett (Blackhawk: 400; $1.25 min.). Jarrett has done well during 
| current stay and last week brought in okay 2,300 patrons. 


i+ 




















appearance and delivery make a hit | 
with the girls. Harry Cool also does | 
worthy vocal work, although he} 
doesn’t project the personality that | 
Moreno does. His style is not half as | 


ATTENTION 
‘“‘NAME’’ BANDS! 





intimate, a fault he probably could ; - ible 
easily correct to his advantage. Sasa tle boom 

; opens in September.) State 4 
ED HOELTZ ORCH (9) past engagements and give 
With Shirley Cherer complete details. 
Hotel Continental, K. C. HOTEL DIX E 

After considerable booking of 

bands on a trial and error basis the |] 2590 West 43d Street New York 
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Inside Stuf—Orchestras 


Band | vokers are constantly complaining these days re the shortage of 
orchestras available for bookings, not particularly because there are fewer 
pands but because of the healthy state of the business and the increased 
number of opportunities for outfits of all types. This despite the inroads 
of war (transportation, etc.). cae 

Agencies are eyeing especially the situation in regard to the Labor Day 
weekend, when business normally hits a high peak. So far there is no 
clear picture of how that period will be, but if it is normal (summer 
pookings usually reach a crescendo for Labor Day, after which most spots 
fold) agency men fear the demand for dates will far exceed the supply 


of bands. 








Alvino Rey’s band is a possibility to return to the Astor Roof, New 
York, sometime in December to start that room through it’s first winter 
season. Contracts aren't signed, but it’s ‘probable’ that Rey will get the 
assignment. : 

While Robert Christenberry, director of the Astor, had been mulling 
year-round operation nothing definite came of it until reports on Rey’s 
return. Latter band finished a run there Saturday (15), being replaced 
by Harry James. Les Brown follows James; then, if all goes well, comes 


Rey. 





Hitherto highly regarded bandleader whose band is now playing a 
southerr hotel suddenly went haywire last week, showed up on the job 
drunk three or four nights running, and made such a disgrace of himself 
that the management of the hotel insisted that he leave. Calls back and 
forth to his booking agency in New York finally brought a southern rep- 
resentative of his bookers, who took the batoneer in tow. 

His band stayed on, leaderless, because the hotel management asserted 
it liked the outfit and had no argument with the men. 





New York counterpart of Washington, D. C.’s ‘Spotlight Club,’ early 
morning spot designed as a musician meeting place, will be titled Per- 
formers and Musicians Guild and will open at the site of the former 
Mirador Club, at 5lst street and Seventh ave. Sept. 1. It will have a 
small orchestra and floor show. 

Goldie, headwaiter at the Edison hotel, New York, is to be involved in 
its operation. 





Ray Herbeck orchestra played Capitol theatre, Williamsport, Pa., on 
Aug. 3-4-5. A week after he left town the New York office booking the 
house got a wire from the manager asking for the maestro’s address. 
Seems they’d found three checks payable to Ray Herbeck and totaling 
about $250 which had been kicking around the theatre since he'd left 
town, And apparently Herbeck had not missed them. 





Roger Kaye, said to be a kinsman of Ali Ibrahim, Egyptian plutocrat, is 
rehearsing a new band in New York. Kaye, a jazz devotee, has assembled 
a combination of seven pieces which will work without arrangements. It 
is a mixed outfit of white and Negro musicians. 

Leader was born in Cairo but spend most of his later yedrs in Paris 
before the present war: He’s 22. 


Music Corp. of America is not going to replace Jack Lear, who re- 
signed his exploitation-publicify post Saturday (15), as expected. Lear 
left MCA to go into a war production job. He had been with MCA four 
years. 


Brothers in Bitter Ballroom Rivalry 


Latest Cause of Friction Is Alleged ‘Fix’ of Popularity 
Contest Won by Brand-New Band 

















Milwaukee, Aug. 18. 


Injunction proceedings may halt 
the broadcast which the Fitch 
Bandwagon (NBC) has scheduled 
for this Sunday night (23). The 
argument that is raging about this 
particular program has to do with 
a popularity contest, a bandleader 
who claims that he didn’t get an 
honest count and an overlapping 
feud between two brothers who op- 
erate the two leading rival ball- 
rooms of the town. 


The Music Corp. of 
which handles all phases of the 
Bandwagon, has declared Ken Har- | 
vey, leader of a comparatively new | 
lecal band, as the winner of a drug- | 
store contest and the guest on the 
coming Sunday’s (23) broadcast. 
Steve Swedish, who, according to 
MCA’s count, got 





America, 


were not picked up and that a per- 
sonal tabulation showed that he 
(Swedish) got over 3,300 votes. | 
Swedish had retained Attorney Rob- 
ert A. Hess with the view of ask- 
ing the Federal court for an in- 
junction against Harvey, Fitch and 
NBC. Swedish has also complained 
to the local Better Business Bureau 
and the Milwaukee Pharmaceutical 
Association has protested to the 
Fitch Co. about the way that the 
voting was handled. 





As for the feud between the two 


brothers, the names are Jimmy De- 
vine, of the Modernistic ballroom, 
and George Devine, of the Eagles 
ballroom. The latter is Harvey's 


present * location, while Swedish 
plays at the Modernistic. The bit- 
ter business rivalry of the two 


brothers has often brought them be- 
fore the American Federation of 
Musicians as complainants or de- 
fendants over some personal feud 
that had a band in the middie. The 
Brothers Devine are lending all the 


| encouragement they can to the fight 


over the drugstore ballots. 


Geiger in Quick Change 
From Hoagland to N.Y. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 
It was a short, swift stretch for 


1,199 votes to|Earl Geiger, trumpet man formerly 
Harvey’s 4,091, charges that all votes 


in Hal Kemp’s orchestra with the 
Everett Hoagland band here at Bili 


| Green's last week. Geiger joined the 


Hoagland ‘outfit on a Saturday night 
and four days later was on his way 
back to New York to line up a small 
outfit of his own for a spot at the 
Hotel Astor. 

As a result, Hoagland played out 
his engagement at Green’s with a 
local musician and left town minus 
one horn tooter. Hopes to pick upa 
man at his next stand, San Antonio 
where he opens Tuesday (25) at St. 
Anthony hotel. 











f—FOR STEADY REQUESTS!— 





POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
© RENE MUSETTE—Victor 
© BARRY SISTERS—Standard 

















JiM@ DURKIN, Me. 








@ Professional copies available. Orchestration by JACK MASON ®@ 


COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc 


168 West 23 St., New York, N. ¥. 
. Branch: 
7016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 





DESPITE DRAFT, REPLAC 


EMENTS 


STILL EASY FOR DANCE ORCHESTRAS 





Autograph Fees For 
: USO Benefit Is Idea Of 
Goodman’s Rowland 


Plan to enlarge the coffers of the 
USO has been broached to band lead- 
ers by Will Rowland, manager of 
Benny Goodman. Rowland has cir- 
cularized about 150 bands within the 
last week, asking them to come in 
with him on a plan whereby they 
will charge 10c for every picture of 
themselves or personalities in their 
band, the dimes to be turned over to 
the USO. It’s figured that in the 
course of a year a considerable sum 
can be realized from orchestra fans, 
since almost every band, big or 
small, ships large numbers of por- 
traits to fans. 

Robert Kelly, head of the Cam- 
paign Division of the USO, is han- 
dling the idea for the service organi- 
zation. He has set up an Orchestra 
Picture Fund, address the Empire 
State Bldg., New York. 


PATHE FILMING 
BAND SHORTS 


Pathe Newsreel is making its first 
musical shorts, utilizing chiefly name 
bands. First orchs filmed were John- 
ny Long’s and Jerry Wald’s. 

Some 13 shorts in all will be made, 
but no other bands have been defi- 
nitely set as yet. First release will 
be in Sept. 


HALF-PAY VOTED LeROY 
WHILE IN U. S. SERVICE 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 

Bill LeRoy’s band, a fixture at 
Pines, local roadhouse, for last sev- 
eral years, has voted to put the 
maestro on half salary during his 
army service. LeRoy, called up 
first several months ago and then 
turned down for physical reasons, 
had his classification changed re- 
cently and shoves off late this week 
to get outfitted for khaki. Saxist 
Jacques LaBelle, who had been 
picked to front LeRoy outfit when 

















up, will take over the baton. 
Another batoneer hereabouts to 
receive his marching orders was Joe 


velt’s Fiesta Room all summer. It | 
will probably mean the end of the | 
Vera crew since keyboard wiz has 
been its backbone and bassist, Joe 
Bonaguido, shoved off weeks ago. 


On the Upbeat 


Griff Williams orchestra is current 
at Blue Moon, Wichita. Will go 
from there to Palmer house, Chicago. | 

Sk: py Desair, alto sax, from | 
Georgie Auld’s band, joins Woody 
Herman at the Palladium Ballroom, 
Calif., in place of Sam Rubinwitch. 














Guy Dick, arranger-pianist, joined | 
Del Courtney in place of Sandy 
Bailey; Tony Borelli, trumpet, vice 
Kenny Robertson. Courtney is at | 
the Baker hotel, Dallas. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis signed for a 
Paramount short subject, to be 
filmed Aug. 31 in New York. 





Bob Matthews, vocalist with Sam 
Donahue, into the Army. Donahue 
gives way to Hal McIntyre at Glen 
Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
this week. 


Pee Wee Irwin band at the Ca- 
banas Club near Springfield, O., this 
week. 


—+ 





Groups Broken Up by I 











A.F.M. Chicago 
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for these companies refused to con- 
firm, or deny the rumor. One law- 
yer, Milton Diamond, of Decca, re- 
marked that his company was giving 
Arnold the co-operation he (Arnold) 
had asked at a meeting in his office 
Aug. 8, but that since this was a 
matter being prosecuted by the Gov- 
ernment, Diamond said, he couldn't 
see how he could reveal the aid being 
extended by Decca. 

Counsel for commercial organiza- 
tion on the anti-AFM side of the 
fence are basing their hopes of suc- 
cess in the Government’s suit not so 
much on the strength of the legal 
phase as on the patriotic angle. These 
lawyers figure that if the court 
throws the complaint out on the basis 
of the U. S. supreme court’s decision 
in the Hutchinson  (carpenters’ 
union) case the dramatic repercus- 
sions will be such as to cause Con- 
gress to amend the anti-trust law to 
tLe extent of bringing labor within 
its purview. 

No Leve Lest 

Where the present shutdown on 
recording is beginning to have its 
affect is among the personnel of the 
phonograph recording companies. 
Executives, technicians, arrangers 
and whatnot are being maintained 
on the payroll, but there isn’t much 
for them to do but sit around and 
look at one another, and they are 
getting tired of that. 

The recording men are getting 
scant sympathy from the music pub- 
lishers and the latter’s professional 
men. The latter recall that when 
the fight between ASCAP and radio 
was raging in 1940 the recording men 
did not refrain from rubbing it into 
them, urging the music men to buck 
up, that happy days were ahead and 
after all they shouldn’t complain 
about a little uncertainty and idle- 
ness. 


No New Bands Being Formed, Various Secondary 


nduction of Leaders—Also 


More Youngsters Studying for Swing Careers 





+ eed 
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Despite the number of musicians 
who have been drafted into the 
armed forces there is no shortage 
of manpower so far, according te 


leaders and personal managers who 
at first feared such a situation. As 
a matter of fact replacements are 
plentiful, a condition brought about 
(1) by the break-up of a consider- 
able pumber of territorial bands, 
particularly in the midwest, via the 
induction »%r enlistment of leaders; 
(2) the ever-growing number of 
youngsters influenced into instru- 
ment study by the popularity of 
dance bands and star musicians over 
the past seven or eight years, and 
(3) by the virtually complete ab- 
sence of the formation of new bands, 
which formerly absorbed new- 
comers. 

These youngsters are beginning to 
be felt in nationally known orches- 
tras, many of which list teen-age 
instrumentalists among personnel. 
Since Sonny Dunham created com- 
ment a couple of years ago with 16- 
year old tenor sax player Corky 
Ccehran (becoming the youngster’s 
guardian as a means to his use) 
many other name leaders have ac- 
quired musicians fresh out of high 
school, occasionally under the same 
guardianship  arrarigement. And 
lately their influx has increased 
sharply. There is one fairly well 
known band now using a drummer 
Said to be only 15-years old. 

Heretofore the youngsters would 
make connections with embryo 
leaders striking out for themselves 
after years of experience playing 
with other outfits. In this way they 
served an apprenticeship which fre- 
quently led to big-money jobs with 
the best bands in the country. Now, 
however,.the war and its effect on 
the band business has discouraged 
the formation of new bands and the 
youngsters are jumping right into 
posts with established groups. 














WRITE, WI 


RE, PHONE 











| 
leader’s number originally te 
} 


Vera, whose four-piece combo, Men | 
of Music, has been at Hotel Rose-/} 





Tommy Carlyn band opened |! 
week's. engagement last night (17) | 
at Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, re- | 
placing Brad Hunt outfit. 


FOR MATERIAL NOW! 
















STANDOUT SONGS FROM 
NEW YORK’S SELLOUT SHOW 


“STARS ON ICE” 


NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 
presented by SONJA HENIE and ARTHUR M. WIRTZ 


at the CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 


NEW YORK. 


+ JUKEBOX SATURDAY NIGHT 
+ BIG BROAD SMILE 


* LITTLE JACK FROST *GIN RUMMY 


(ft LOVE YOU) 


* LIKE A LEAF FALLING IN THE BREEZE 





















MUTUAL MUSIC SOCIETY, 
1270° SIXTH AVENUE, 


inc. 
NEW YORK. N.Y. 


lee Jabert VICE PRESIDENT &.GEN'L MGR 
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36 MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 19, 1949 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation inerewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (Aug. 10-16) from 5 p.m. to 1 am., and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 
music publishing industry. 





TITLE ° P UBLISHER TOTAL 
Be Careful My Heart—7‘Holiday Inn’....., ES. Pe ee aes far 30 
he ES re re er 0 Ee ee eee 28 
Wears Pair Silver Wings................... RS RR ae 27 
Do You Miss Sweetheart...............000- NS oes eeens a ened 27 
At Last—7‘Orchestra Wives’ ............... lel ll: 5 aR rag eee a oD 26 
NS hao Rein dh ica sae Gears Codie doche ae RC a Ae eee 26 
**Left Heart Stagedoor Canteen............ pS on, ee 23 
Got Gal Kalamazoo—t‘Orchestra Wives’... BVC ...................00 23 
Oe el ea eee EN A AE ETO 23 
Ses WOeees. Pimneinw .FGe sy oaks i vicscciccccee NONI boc er patie ree 21 
Conchita Lopez—#‘Priorities on Parade’.... Famous ...............cse 19 
SNES WINE 64's tic vied ve uaad oes antes feat : Ra ees as: 19 
Just Though You Here ....cccscc-csscecess ae * Sat oa ROMER atc 17 
Wonder When Baby Coming............... OF SET ER Shey 17 
NR ee ee oe, eer eS. 16 
Tans. ee SPORAPOD xs vv snare Gees Red bad weest I tg lee ee 14 
I’m Old Fashioned—j‘You Never Lovelier’.. CSR caoncccsbuee ts 12 
Singing Sands Alamosa .........0.;+-e-00 EOE a 12 
*When Lights Go on Again.............06. a RR pa Ga 12 
*Who Wouldn’t Love You..............06. NN ESEELCE SS Sena ate 12 
BY EARNS BivOry BAOOR 60 ic cc kvcncscctecsade a AE Si RE Sie 11 
*Love Is a Song—j‘Bambi’ .............06. Re AP See eer 11 
There'll Never Be Another .............00% ie ee a ae 11 
One Dozen Roses......... CObS Ce OSCE der cere 0 <a. ope a 10 
PELIECLY -TSSPUIOTAAL 5 os oc 0 00s p.0-000 2 eb seus NS eo See 10 
ee Nt a a. dae sane sedeo cde voeeans ER. oe ess ea kaaey 10 
aE OOS BO ci b6-0 sd pcan beetasesses Pe Rca eee See a ane S 
Dearly Beloved—j‘You Never Lovelier’.... RR es oe reas 9 
He’s My Guy ee Leeds Se Ee ee yng en 9 
PE FUE POE oko csccuveces boeee as eis ceeeed CN as ge en i. 
SP GEE nh aco cxtvcactveetees eS I a eee aire Marl ags 9 
Day Dreams Come True ............ Seek || el iy Ne yea ae 8 
E ROU: Ter Orr WOR oie ia cci cesses since Ns i a ee hl a 
Serenade in Blue—?‘Orchestra Wives’ ..... ES te re rn oe a of ae 
RS ie Si oe bw haa Ne ne naee OS” OR eae — 
Under Strawberry Moon ...........cescoes , SE ee ean eae 8 
PAONVOTIY, TRON? soi 6s 6050 visa oko os cane CO PR eee a 
RT Be 6b sbs cee anes ¥os cebu es Oe ae) ee ea ea em a: 
POTN TOG 5s 5 6 £05 0 50's Su0) 2 6648 Cos cebar Sein Fue te al NS Nate ok On 7 
Jae ORE <0 Wie waeeeee civennsceeunpes RE A Care ies 6 
ee a. RR er re ee ER ae cis oi sarpty ald 6 
Keep Smiling, Laughing ;.............ce00. ESS Pe errr 6 
BOS EOE ST wc cok 0b be Shur oAN OMe 0a bon 0 be MEE © och. lap Sidats sax eer hee 6 
BEMMGe Oh BROCE, iiss ceesided caseescc PE OO Ar Ar eee es pe 6 
pO ee ees eee e ere BE ye lg iA Me Seng ae atta 5 
Everything I Got—t‘By Jupiter’ .......... ee ee ree 5 
Byvery Night About TRIS ..c..cccccwcccese eS ae 5 
{ Get Leg Chicken—7‘Seven Days’ Leave’ ..Southern ...............0. 5 
Pee POE Fo Ch cas ceccde was eseee Bee ee peer s -§ 
WERIOTGRY © AEOVGOTIES ook cc cc cccccdcccccse Re te eee pe 5 
You Never Lovelier—j;‘You Never Lovetier’;,Harms ..........eeeeeeceee 5 





* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. + Filmusical. 


** ‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to all 
users, 
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Band Reviews 


Continued from page 34 











Continental has at last found a 
musical organization more in keep- 
ing with the entertainment idea of 
its Sky-Hy Victory Roof, Although 
the room is atop the hotel and 
abounds in ether and space, the 
musical groups based on brasses and 
jive have just not hit the mark here. 
The brassless Hoeltz orch therefore 
seems to be at least one answer to 
this problem, and the perk in biz in 
the Sky-Hy is quickly noticeable. 
Hoeltz’s band is not particularly 
LIKE T0 DO TONIGHT outstanding, but the instrumentation 
is more in line for rooms like this. 
a Essentially it’s a tenor-fiddle combo, 
A eg Cute Tune the three tenor saxes and three 
at’ : ’ | violins supported by Hoeltz at the 
s Catching Fast! pizno, plus basic drums and bass 
fiddle for rhythm. Personnel has 
mastered the intended type of music, 
and it makes for pleasureable danc- 
ing. Mainly it’s a sweet rhythm, but 
\ ith doubling on clarinets and some 
special ivory-thumping by the leader 
group gets a good beat out of the 
torrid pops as well. 
Garnishmeni is department of 


Which Includes EIGHT 
VOCAL KEYS Plus the || Shirley Cherer, featured songstress, 
| who gives out in the lower registers, 


Regular Dance hoa |and Hoeltz, who baritones in ballad 


style. Harvey Samuels, Bob Block 


and John Stanley handle the tenors, 
| David Chausow, Louis Poppilo and 
A Buddy Baker 
Arrangement 


Howard Gottlieb, fiddles, Ben Korel, 
e 
Price $1.00 


drums and Arlie Cooper, string bass. 
| Band is out of Chi and has worked 
Professional Material 
Available 


the middle west and south since its 
American Music Publishers 


| Origination within the year. From 
here dates take crew toward west 
1509 N. Vine Street, Hollywood, 
Calif. 


oa 





A New Departure in 
Stock Arrangements, 





coast. Quin. 





Irving Mills trained out of New 
York for his return to Hollywood 
Friday (14) following a business 
visit with his brother-partner, Jack 
Mills. 





Dr. Mikios Rozsa named musical 
director for the Jules Levey feature, 
‘Jacare,’ to be released by United 
Artists. 























WA L K : Ki G With Bob PR tn 8 (Decca 18371) 


THE FLOOR 


Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending July 31) 





London, Aug. 1. 


Groen Vawey ...csiveoces Maurice 
Anniversary Waltz....Chappells 
Heart of TExAs. .0-0062.. Southern 
oe here Camp.-Conn. 
My Dream Boat........ Chappell 
Blues in Night.........Chappell 
Basin Street Ball............ Cc-C 
Tried to Say I Love. .Cinephone 
Apple Tree... .cssccvescvecess Sun 
Jersey Bounce..........Sterling 
JOQIOUEY 6 iccccede eooee.- Wright 


Moonlight Cocktail. ....Chappell 


LINK’S METRO POWWOW 
ON FILM SONGS, BANDS 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Harry Link, general professional 
manager for Leo Feist, Inc., is con- 
fering with executives of Metro, for 
whose music his firm ts the exclu- 
sive outlet, on forthcoming musical 
productions. 

Besides setting exploitation cam- 
paigns on new musicals for the fall. 
Link will also discuss with M-G 
producers music for the name bands 
the studio has signed, including 
those of Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy 











Dorsey, Vaughn Monroe, Duke El- 
lington, 
James. 


Dick Jurgens and Harry 





Require Data 


Inside Stuff—Music 


A lyric writer, known for his profligacy and irresponsibility, borrowed 
$5 from a music publisher the day before he was offered $1,000 advance 
royalty if he set the wordage to a certain tune and got it in within the 
week. The lyricist went off on another of his periodicals, and hasn't 
been heard from for weeks, despite his need for funds and the guaranty 
of a grand if he could straighten himself out for a couple of days, In. 
cidentally, he is the last of a heritage of old-school irresponsibles 
Younger element attracts criticism for the lesser vices of playing the races. 
seeing all the ballgames, etc, ,and not overworking themselves, content 
that their ASCAP money will give them a good enough cushion regardless 
of their current song output, 








Several of Walter Donaldson's oldies, such as ‘Back Home in Tennessee’ 
‘When You're a Million Miles From Nowhere’ and ‘Jubilee in My Old 
Kentucky Home,’ originally published by Waterson, Berlin & Snyder, and 
now a Mills Music property, with WBS’ demise, are up for copyright re- 
newal this year. The songsmith, while in New York, made arrangements 
to switch them over to Robbins Music Corp. 

Incidentally, Donaldson’s World War 1 song hit, ‘My Buddy’ (with the 
late Gus Kahn), which sold 2,000,000 copies, has inspired Jack Robbins to 
get Donaldson to write a World War 2 ‘Buddy’ song. It’s called ‘Longing’ 
and will be rushed out pronto. 





Jack Robbins has a corner on some of the new bands with their theme 
songs, including among ’em ‘Blue Ray’ for Alvino Rey; an original tune 
by Jerry Wald, as yet untitled; ditto Carmen Cavallare; Vernon Duke's 
‘New York Nocturne’ for Bobby Byrne, ‘Blue Sentimental Mood’ for Teddy 
Powell, an untitled original by and for Stan Kenton. In the past, of 
course, such famed thematics as ‘Moonlight Serenader; for Glenn Miller, 
‘Moon Comes Over the Mountain’ for Kate Smith, et al. have been 
Robbins publications. 





‘A Song Is Born,’ by John Latouche and Walter Donaldson, was written 


‘in honor of and dedicated to the memory of George Gershwin. 


The lyric content is a tripute, by inference, without actually naming 
Gershwin. 





Herbert Marks of E. B. Marks Co. is handling a ‘Victory Committee’ 
which he thinks other music publishers might emuiate within their ranks. 
Has to do with collection of books, periodicals, phonograph records, etc. 
for the sundry service agencies. 
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music will cause actual damage to 
the broadcasters. 

Complete figures on operations 
using music during the week of April 
5-11 are required by the Commish. 
The questionnaire covers the total 
hours devoted to both commercial 
and sustaining programs where mu- 
sic—whether on transcriptions or on 
recordings or provided by live tal- 
ent or from networks—made up ‘the 
entire program,’ was ‘an integral 
part of the program’ or was ‘an inci- 
dental part of the program.’ Data 
must be broken down to cover both 


commercial and sustaining broad- 
casts according to the source of 
music. 


To get an over-all picture that 
probably will be the most compre- 
hensive ever sketched by the FCC, 
stations must state the number of 
hours on the air during the sample 
week with network and non-web 
sustaining and commercial shows 
and report separately the time de- 
voted to off-the-line recordings. 


Besides general financial data— 
about aggregaté revenues, net in- 
come, and the usual dope required 
annually—the special questionnaire 
calls for estimates of the percentage 
of net income attributes to musical 
programs using recordings or tran- 
scriptions. The figure must be broken 
down to give a clear idea of the cash 
value of waxed music to the indus- 
try. 

Incidental information desired by 
the Government includes the names 
of the library services to which 
broadcasters subscribe and each sta- 
tion’s 1941 outlay for recordings and 
transcriptions. 

To find out the extent to which 
stations are compelled to hire union 
musicians, the Commish _ included 
several questions about relations 
with the AFM. Besides wanting the 
figures on hours when live talent was 
used during the sample week, the 
investigators call for data showing 
the number of staff musicians em- 
ployed at present and during each of 
the past three years, the payroll for 
talent during 1941 and the first seven 
months of the present year, and the 
number of hours of musical pick-ups 
in the specified week. 

Free Talent 


The Commish is seeking to answer 
Petrillo’s beef that union members 
are denied employment because of 
the amount of free talent available. 
Stations are directed to give the same 
information about non-professionals 
—including such organizations as the 
Army and Navy bands—as is sought 
with regard to AFM tunesters. 

Other Petrillo squawks are ac- 
acknowledged in the questionnaire. 
Stations must state whether they 
now employ Negro musicians or had 
any. on their payroll in the past 
five years, submit any written con- 
tracts with AFM locals, or summar- 
ize existing verbal agreements or 
understandings with the union, 

Although Petrillo in effect has 


challenged the Commisison’s juris- | 











(Decca 4189) Bob Atcher (Okeh 6496) 
OVER You AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc, —_ "5 Sunset _Bivd., 





diction, the industry must report any 








10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reperted by operators to ‘Variety. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 





- @ et F { Abe Lyman....... Bluebird 

1. Wears Silver Wings (3) (Shapiro)...... \Kay Kyser........ Colussbia 
: [Bay Breet :..ic.s Columbia 

2. Jingle Jangle (13) (Paramount)........ ) Freddy Martin....... Victor 
- ‘ { Ella Fitzgerald........ Decca 

3. All I Need Is You (5) oe ) Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
, . : Pe Bo ge <) ”. eer Columbia 

4. Who Wouldn’t Love You (8) (Maestro). To Ohm ergs see ees ance 
: f Alvino Rey........ Bluebird 

5. Idaho (5) (Mills)....... euacayes tees ee} 1 Benny Goodman. . Columbia 
3 a Bea {Glenn Miller......... Victor 

6. Sweet Eloise (7) (Shapiro)............. )Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
7. Strip Polka €B. Hi-Morvig) cccciccscccccs Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 
8. By Light of Silvery Moon (2) (Remick)...Ray Noble........ Columbia 
9. Be Careful, My Heart (1) (Berlin).......Bing Crosby.......... Decca 
em {Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

10. Wonder When My Baby (Crawford).... ) Sammy Kaye......... Victor 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 


Sleepy Lagoon (17) (Chappell)............ ona each ii seep 
My Devotion (Santly).......ccccocsccccees ber dl yee ok oe 
Just Though You Were Her> (Yankee).... Pircong: Raceriggs pens * sees 
Mel Her On Monday CABO) 
Gal In Kalamazoo (BVC)...............08 ow nrg vent copys —— 
Take Me (BVC)..... lala gaa a ceaea a aad Faring Ba cle ene 
site See See :-nesaten eae neon 4 nelly ome aioe 
Conchita Lopez (Famous).................. ite ieee cone “re 











+= va 
instances where the AFM held a gun 
at any station’s head. Two final in- 
quiries are direct outgrowth of 
charges that broadcasters don’t dare 
defy Petrillo, for fear of being boy- 
cotted, picketed, or denied the right 
to pick up remotes. Licensees are 








‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


ordered to tell whether in the past x «et 

three years they have been ultima- All Material Available 
tumed against using amateur musi- 

cians or allowed to air scheduled @ BAND 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 
9153 Sunset Bivd. 
Hollywood, Calif. 


programs only after hiring unused 
standby performers. The blank also 
asks if any affiliates have been de- 
nied network servicé ‘for reasons be- 
lieved to have been connected with 
a labor dispute involving musicians.’ 
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“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 
HARRY JAMES (COL.) BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) JIMMIE LUNCEFORD (DECCA) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
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MUSIC 37 





Need More Than Songs to Win 





Radio Doesn’t- Lend Itself to Arousing Patriotic 
Fervor Over Tune 





New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

It was with considerable interest 
that I read your account of W. B. 
Lewis’ talk before the Songwriters’ 
Protective Association. While I 
agree with much that Lewis had to 
say ahd feel that we do need at 
least one great new patriotic song 
to serve as an inspiration for all 
to work and fight to the utmost for 
ultimate victory, it will take more 
than a talk to the members of the 
SPA; more than all the skill our best 
songwriters can put into a song; 
more than publication by big pub- 
lishers; more than the most inten- 
sive plugging to become the song we 
admit we need. 

How is the song to be made? Let’s 
look back to the last war and the 
song of that period—‘Over There.’ 
Radio and talkies were hardly more 
than a dream so no plugging via 
those media. But there were .count- 
less victory rallies—huge mass meet- 
ings conducted with unrestrained 
enthusiasm, bands playing and flags 
flying—this same spirit was carried 
on to hundreds of vaudeville stages 
by big stars—and then, too, soldiers 
marched off to war to the music of 
military bands and cheering crowds. 
‘Over There’ was played and sung 
on all these occasions and swept 
the country along with the patriotic 
fever. 

Today we have rallies to be sure, 
but unfortunately, they are too few 
in number and conducted much too 
synthetically. Entertainers are too 
interested in their own performances 
to let the audience participate in 
the proceedings. Today vaudeville, 
as it was known then, is gone. To- 
day soldiers sail off to war under 
cover of darkness—shrouded in quiet 
and secrecy. 

What do we do next? Well, un- 
questionably it’s up to radio—but 
not radio as we hear it every day. 
We can’t have it announced as ‘the 
né@éxt number on our program’ and 
expect it to register, for no matter 
how stirring the song, its rendition 
can’t prove much inspiration to the 
average listener who sits in the 
peaceful bliss of his home reading, 
playing gin rummy or talking small 
telk with guests. Hardly the kind 
of a setting to get him worked up 
in any kind of a fervor. But—radio 
car overcome this placidness and 
arouse his enthusiasm, not by plac- 
ing mikes in Madison Square Gar- 
den, on the Sub-Treasury steps or at 
whatever patriotic rallies that hap- 
pen, but by staging its own special 
kind of rallies aimed directly at the 
listeners. With proper production 
the spirit of the thing can be got- 
ten over and patriotic songs can 
benefit by such presentation as well 
as serve as instruments of inspira- 
tion. 

Another suggestion Tr y 
camp broadcasts of established pro- 
grams such as Bob Hope, Burns & 
Allen, Fibber McGee & Molly, etc., 
are great and should continue, but 
why not take a cue from ‘This Is the 
Army’ and let the boys in camp 
actually participate in more broad- 
casts to the people. They'd have 
Sreat fun in doing it and would, 
in a sense, act as our cheerleaders. 
It’s the old college spirit on a grand 
Scale but just the kind of spirit we 
need today. 

What do you say, Messrs. Paley, 


eimmnae 
Adah ddigg 





Royal, Seebach, et al., how about 
some rousing Radio Victory Rallies 
staged by thousands of people for 
millions of people? It can be done. 
Sylvan Taplinger. 





‘Discover’ a Song 


Union, N. J. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Every orchestra leader, singer and 
entertainer in the country should 
take upon himself the duty, as a 
citizen, to discover a patriotic song 
that would fit the Government’s need 
as did ‘Over There’ in the First 
World War. 

The Army has requested the pro- 
fessional songwriters of the nation 
to try their best to turn out a hard- 
punching, spirited patriotic song, and 
while these composers may be the 
logical ones to write such a number, 
there are dozens of unknown, ama- 
teur writers of songs in all parts of 
the country who probably have good 
patriotic tunes that have not as yet 
been uncovered. An entertainer, in 
the course of his travels, is in a 
good position to listen to these tunes 
written by unknown songsmiths, and 
to turn them over to the government! 

Korn Kobblers. 





BBC Bans ‘Slushy’ Songs 


An AP dispatch last week to the 
N. Y. Times from London reads: 

The British Broadcasting Corp. 
banned some of the most popular 
British and American songs from the 
air tonight as ‘sentimental slush,’ 
and the tunesmiths said they would 
fight back, suggesting that even 
‘Home, Sweet Homie’ could be sung 
in an undesirable way. 

Among those on the forbidden list 
issued to band leaders and singers 
was ‘Miss You,’ which placed third 
this week in a compilation of the 10 
most popular tunes on the networks. 

Others banned were ‘Singing Sands 
of Alamosa,’ ‘Homecoming,’ ‘I'll Just 
Close My Eyes,’ ‘Moonlight Cocktail,’ 
‘You Walk By,’ ‘Autumn Nocturne,’ 
‘If You Haven’t Got Dreams You've 
Got Nothing at All,’ ‘Mandy Is Two’ 
and ‘Good Night, Daddy.’ 


BOMBINGS IN 
JUKE-BOX WAR 


Cleveland, Aug. 18. 

Another juke-box war broke out 
when LeRoy Robinson, partner in 
the automatic music-machine firm of 
Meckley & Robinson, was arrested in 
connection with the bombing of 
Samuel Pinkus’ night club. 

Robinson was charged with black- 
mail by Pinkus, who said that the 
rental-man had warned him to junk 
a juke box installed by a rival or 
‘you'll have trouble.’ Defendant de- 
nied that he had ever talked to the 
cafe operator or his wife. Explo- 
sion partially wrecked cafe, causing 
damage estimated at $1,500. 

It’s the third bombing attributed to 











juke-box trouble in the last four 
months. Mae’s Cafe, located next 
door to Pinkus’ spot, also was 
|bombed twice—on March 30 and 


|May 4. 





j; the SPA 


COAST WRITERS OFFER 
SONGS FOR CAMP SHOWS 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Hollywood songwriters have of- 
fered their services to Writers 
Mobilization Committee to aid the 
war effort in penning ditties for 
camp shows and the _ projected 
‘Lunch Hour Foliies’ for workers in 
defense plants. 

Entire membership of Coast wing 
of Songwriters Protective Associa- 
tion has been placed at disposal of 
Mobilization Committee, 


SONGWRITERS 
NEW OFFICES 
STYMIED 


The Songwriters’ Protective Asso- 
ciation is unable to take over the 
elaborate quarters that Sigmund 
Romberg, the president, had picked 
out in the International building, 
Radio City, because of priorities on 
materials. Romberg discovered last 
week that he would have difficulties 
with telephone and other installa- 
tions. The SPA will remain in its 
present quarters in the RCA build- 
ing and add some space across the 
hall for the clerical staff. 

Romberg decided that with big 
entry of E. C. Mills, former ASCAP 
executive, into the association much 
more office space would be re- 

















Monthly Luncheons 





The Songwriters Protective 
Association will toss monthly 
luncheons for its members in 
New York beginning with Sep- 
tember. It’s all part of the drive, 
launched by Prexy ‘Sigmund 
Romberg, to pep up the mem- 
bership’s interest in the organi- 
zation. 

The SPA luncheons will fig- 
ure a maximum of 10 a year. 
ASCAP gives its members one 
dinner and one luncheon a year. 








quired. Though as yet he isn’t col- 
lecting any salary from the SPA, 
Mills has undertaken to find ways 
and means of building up the asso- 
ciation’s income outside of member- 


ship fees. The principal mechanics 
have already been suggested and 
that is, a 10% commission on me- 


chanical licenses issued on behalf of 
writers, 

What the SPA would like is an 
arrangement whereby film _ pro- 
ducers, for instance, would have to 
obtain a synchronization license 
from two different sources, the pub- 
lisher and the writers. Under such 
a system Harry Fox would continue 
to act as agent and trustee for the 
publishers and the SPA _ would 
serve as licensing channel for the 
writers involved. For this service 
the SPA would deduct 10%. The 
price would go up for the producer, 
since Fox makes a deduction of 10% 
before he turns over the proceeds 
from the syne sale to the publisher, 
who, in turn, splits with the writers, 

Major publishers declare that they 
can’t see where the SPA can go in 


for this commission-collecting de- 
vice for the next four years, at 
lezst.. The present contract between 


and publishers has 





four | 


Jack Robbins Challenges ‘Boy-Girl 
War Song Charges at SPA: Offers 


To Publish Any 


10 Picked By OWL 





15 Best Sheet Music $hics 


(Week of Aug. 15) 





Wears Silver Wings ....Shapiro 
Jingle Jangle ....... Paramount 
Left Heart Canteen....... Army 
Johnny Doughboy ....Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon......... Chappell 
Who Wouldn't Love ....Maestro 
BEY DOVOUOR. oi. ccccccss Santly 
Always In Heart ...... Remick 
Army Air Corps ....... Fischer 
One Dozen Roses ......Famous 
SNE Au kitett-o4650 0 he weee rs Mills 
Careful Heart............Berlin 
Jersey Bounce ........... Lewis 
Worth Fighting For...... Harms 
RN BO prigaa hs ke ce packibe BVC 








GIRL IN CHARGE 
OF HARMS, L. A. 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 
A woman has been put in com- 
plete charge of a catalog on the 
Coast for first time. She’s Sandy 
Oliver and has been named Coast 
manager of Harms to succeed Sam 
Weiss, now a private in the army. 
She’s a sister of Eddy Oliver, band 
leader, and for years was known as 
the ‘Harms Girl.’ 


New Writer Plan 


ASCAP’s writer members may 
have an opportunity this fall to vote 
on a new system of classification. 
The special committee which had 
been working on a plan is now ready 
to submit its recommendations to the 
writers’ classification committee, The 
latter probably won't meet until 
mid-September. 

If the plan is adopted it will be 
the first time that an ASCAP writer 
classification committee has elected 
to base its determination of a mem- 
ber’s royalty share on a definite, 
mathematical formula. 














years to go and the pubs doubt 
whether the SPA can legally im- 
pose any changes in the mechanics 
of the standard writers’ contract 
during that period. Where the pub- 
lishers and the SPA would probably 
meet head on in the near future 
will be in the proposed attempt of 
SPA counsei to press for the adop- 
tion in the copyright law of an 
amendment granting writers divisi- 
bility of copyright. By divisibility 


is meant the right of the writers gof compromising the 


to assignment specific rights accru- 
ing from a copyright to various per- 
sons individually, in contrast with 
the current method of assigning all 
rights under a copyright to a sin- 
gle publisher. Few writers have 
meade an exception to this general 
conveyance. The late Victor Herbert 
reserved control of 
rights. 


some of the | 


In answer to the diatribe that the 
music publishers only favor war 
songs with a boy-gir) attitude, play- 
ing down the martial spirit, Jack 
Robbins challenges the statements 
made at the Songwriters Protective 
Assn. meetings by listing a flock of 
patriotic songs his firm puts out. 
Furthermore, Robbins, for one, pro- 
poses to publish any 10 songs se- 
lected by the office of War Informa- 
tion or by a committee of the top 


10 dance maestros and outstanding 
vocalists such as Kate Smith, Dinah 
Shore, Crosby, Vallee and Barry 
Wood, and donate everything to the 
USO. 

Robbins argues, however, that the 
public may evidence heretofore un- 
suspected discrimination by endors- 
ing patriotic songs (such as ‘God Bless 
America’), if not wholly accepting 
rah-rah, war songs. There’s a dis- 
tinction between the two types songs 
and these titles, from the Metro- 
Robbins syndicate (Feist, Miller and 
Robbins companies) tell the story: 
‘Ballad for Americans’ (by John 
Latouche and Earl Robinson); ‘Uncle 
Sam Gets Around’ (Leo Robin-Ralph 
Rainger); ‘I Hear America Sing- 
ing’ (Mitchell Parish-Peter De Rose); 
‘The Two Americas’ (Mary Carolyn 
Davies-Domenico Savino); ‘Uncle 
Sam Stands Up’ (Ben Hecht-Ferde 
Grofe); ‘The American’s Creed’ 
(William Tyler Page-Hugo Frey); 
‘My Own America’ (Allie Wrobel); 
‘Me and My Uncle Sam’ (Will A. 
Dillon); ‘Franklin D. Roosevelt 
March’ (Irving Caesar-William H. 
Woodin); ‘March for Americans’ 
(Ferde Grofe), et al. 


FLORIDA MAY 
REVISE ANTI. 
ASCAP LAW 


ASCAP’s management has been 
advised that a broadcaster commit- 
tee in Florida has agreed on an 
amendment to the Florida anti- 
ASCAP statute which would permit 
the Society to resume doing business 
in that state. The committee will 
submit its recommendation on the 
amendment to the state’s broadcaster 
association. 

It’s over four years since ASCAP 
was outlawed in Florida, and the So- 
ciety has deferred returning to its 
members the performing rights for 
that state because of the possibility 
strictures of 








the law. 





‘TITWILLOW-PETRILLO’ 


The obviousness of rhyming 
Petrillo with Titwillow has inspired 
a number of Gilbert & Sullivan 
parodies that are making the rounds, 

Outside of the play on the phrase, 
| the comedy ends there. 
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Every Big Publisher Tried To Get It / 


; 








Thanks to Charles Tobias for turning this song over to us, 
end to The Merry Macs, whose Decca Record (18436) 
is creating “‘cails’’ from Coast - to - Coast. 
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(THE BICYCLE SONG) ; 
By Harry Tobias, Don Reid and Henry Tobias 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 


OLLy 


SETTLE ccc dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddul 


Miller Music Has Ut / 





1629 Broadway, New York 


BEN GILBERT, Prof. Mgr. 
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Night Club Reviews 











._ SAVOY-PLAZA, N. Y. 


Renee DeMarco with Jody Hutchi- 





personality kid at the door, in itself 
no small asset nowadays where the 
maitre d’ must know the ‘right’ peo- 
ple. Lorenzo (Garlasco), of course, 


| adds up to sock entertainment and 
biz. 

Miss Bruce, from stage and film 
musicals, leads off with ‘Jingle, 
Jangle,’ follows with ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ 
a medley from ‘Porgy,’ “This Is Worth 
Fighting For’ and encores with ‘New 
Orleans. She has the voice, the 
presence and the looks to click any- 
where. Baritone Johnny Elliott 
works hard with a hefty batch of 


son, Normy Lawrence, Randy Simon- | holds over and goes with the lease | tunes to go over also. 


ette; Roy Ross Orchestra; $2 and $3) as chief aide. 


minimum. 





The Cafe Lounge of the Hotel 


Savoy-Plaza has gone into a modi: | 


fied policy, shifting away from the 
two post-theatre shows and open- 
ing for dinner, in deference to the 
wartimes. This has been brought 


about by earlier hours, with many 
doing civilian work for the war ef- 
fort, which gets them up early or, at 
least, forfends the late hours as 
heretofore. In addition, the S-P un- 
doubtedly has in mind its neighbor- 
ing Hotel Plaza whose Persian 
Room, soon due to reopen, redeco- 
rated and with much fanfare at- 
tendant to Hildegarde’s 
has long operated on a 9:15 and 
midnight show policy. ; 

The change is for the better in 
several respects. It staggers the 


concentration of business which was | 


the prime thought that the new man- 
aging director, Don B. Burger, had 
in mind. . 

To achieve this he brought in 
Renee deMarco who now terps with 
a male trio for background—vocal 
and dancing—and manages a neat 
score. 

Its a different Renee deMarco, 
however, so far as outward appear- 
ance is concerned, since she had 
something done to her schnoz. It 
has taken away from her individ- 
uality in some respects but hasn't 
diminished her artistry. 

She works hard, doing ‘I Concen- 
trate on You,’ a Spanish semi- 
fandango dance, ‘Shady Lady Bird, 
‘Romantic Guy I,’ and ‘In the Mood,’ 
making for a zingy blend of song- 
and-dance. Roy Ross’ band clicks 
with the dansapation and Roy 
Ruskin, ex-Stork Club captain, is the 


PHIL 
REGAN 


Cal-Neva Lodge 
Lake Tahoe, Calif. 


Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 











advent, | 


Biz good and likely 
to get bette! Abel. 


OVAL ROOM, BOSTON 


(COPLEY-PLAZA HOTEL) 





Boston, Aug. 15. 
Hildegarde, Ray Merton Orch (7); 


1$1 cover. 





First time up to the plate in the 
Hub, Hildegarde is batting the local 
trade silly in the Plaza’s solid Oval 
Room. Established for years as the 
town’s polite restaurant, the Oval 
Room is no nitery and doesn't go for 
assorted acts, but a name vocalist 
like Jane Pickens (just finished three 
big weeks hére) or Hildegarde keeps 
the 300 pews warm for at least 1,200 
covers a week with fabulous weck- 
ends. 

Hildegard’s ability to gauge her 
|audience and act accordingly holds 
| her in good stead here. Tastefully 
Steinway, wanders around on the 
stage built for her ad-libs from cues 
tossed her by the diners, and sings a 
shrewd assortment of pop tunes and 
novelties. Her chatter ranges from 
the quick to the dead but never 
oversteps the limits of good taste. 

She opens with ‘Bow! of Cherries’ 
and ‘Jenny,’ then changes her pace 
with her nostalgic theme song and 
follows up with a new tune called 
‘World Is Waiting to Waltz Again.’ 
Latter is staged with blue spots and 
rings in a half dozen Viennese 
waltzes in the verse. It’s timely, well 
arranged and plenty lush, and takes 
the crowd for a sentimental tour 
without slopping over. . 

Another change of pace finds the 
covers bellowing ‘Daisy,’ ‘My Bonny,’ 
‘Down by the Old Mill Stream’ and 
‘Over There’ in a spontaneous song- 
fest. In all, she works about three- 
quarters of an hour, and really gives. 
Ray Morton’s band offers capable 
support, with Leo Kahn, Hildegarde’s 
arranger and accompanist, standing 
out as her second. She’s gracious in 
directing attention to band and ar- 
ranger, and accepts the attention she 
gets with becoming mocesty. ‘She's 
got the stuff, and the Hub Ik “s it. 
So much that manager Chauncey 
Depew Steele has renewed her for 
six weeks. And the slick manner 
in which he slaps on that $1 couvert 
at 9 sharp, even to the dinner 
crowd, is a great gross-booster, but 
no customer complains because of 
ithe value. Elie. 

















RITZ ROOF, BOSTON 


(RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL) 














MAYRIS 
CHANEY 


DANCING WITH 
JULIO ALVAREZ 
AT 
CAL-NEVA LODGE 


“THE CASTLE IN THE AIR” 
| LAKE TAHOE, CALIF. 





Direction: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 








Boston, Aug. 15. 


Carol Bruce, 


(5), Nat Brandwynne’s Orch; $1 
cover, $1.50 minimum Saturdays. 





With its roof as its major attrac- 
| tion, the socially conscious Ritz 
|would do business with a string 
quartet, but on the theory it’s got to 
keep up with the Joneses (in this case 
| the Oval Room of the Copley Plaza, 
| which has Hildegarde currently as 
its plum), it’s brought out a new 
routine with Carol Bruce as the vo- 
calist and a half dozen Junior 
Leaguers as the chorus line. Plus 





| ohnuny Ellictt, Georges and Jalna, 





nd Nat Brandwynne’s orch, it all 





got up, she presides at the elevated | 


Georges & Jalna, 
Johnny Elliott, American Beauties 
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The debs (and they are exactly 
that) are Nancy Bernard, Lucy and 
Nancy Cochrane, Eleanor Frothing- 
ham, Peggy Hangarter, plus Bunny 
Waters, one of Broadway's and 
Miami's champ lookers and show- 
girls. She augments the debs who 
are getting plenty of free space. 

They try hard with a _ produc- 
tion on a colonial theme and try 
again later on with sarongs and a 
fake palin tree. No pros need pass 
a sweaty hand over a worried brow 
at the competition, but the girls are 
as tasty to look at as they come. 

Georges and Jalna, ballroom team, 
snaffle much of the enthusiasm with 
their by-now standard, excellent 
routines, while Brandwynne’s or- 
chestra furnishes the music for the 
show and dancing in its usually com- 
petent fashion, 

Biz has been of the turn-’em-away 
variety, and hotelier Al Wyner 1s 
very happee. 


EMPIRE ROOM, CHI 


(PALMER HOUSE) 





Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Tommy Tucker Orch, Billy De 
Wolfe, Amy Arnell, Nick Brodeur, 
The Nelsons, Valerie Thon, Jeanne 
Guest, Mari Lynn, Abbott Dancers, 
Pedro de Leon & His Rhumba Band. 





Geared to pleasant, subdued en- 
tertainment of a siyle suitable to this 
Class A dine-and-dance rendezvous, 
the Empire Room show is a bright 
and pleasing presentation. It com- 
bines dancing, mimicry, music and 
puppetry in modest amounts suf- 
ficient to please the average palate. 

Tommy Tucker's music is swingy 
and rhythmic, yet not blaring as be- 
fits this type of nitery which caters 
to a mature clientele. Amy Arne}l's 
singing is catchy, her personality one 
of considerable charm and she reg- 
isters pleasingly with the dinner 
guests. 

Hit of the show is Billy De Wolfe, 
whose impressions strike a high 
peak in caricature. His mimicry of 
‘Mrs. Murgatroyd, an uncultured 
housewife having her first snifter in 
a local tavern, is a classic. De Wolfe 
also impersonates a European dance 
team, a haughty show girl doing a 
routine, and a cheap cafe m.c. sing- 
ing ‘I Love To Kiss You Good Night,’ 
with gestures and dramatic monolog. 
All are excellent. 

The Nelsons, a youthful couple, 
offer three realistic and vivid mari- 
onet characterization—an acrobatic 
turn, a tear-drenched Pagliacci and 
a superb drunk in a high hat. This 
last is a honey; the manner in which 
the jeep tipples from his bottle and 
finally knocks himself stiff is comedy 
at its best. 

Valerie and Jean, two personable 
gals, offer a dance routine replete 
with high kicks, somersaults and 
back-bends—a clean-cut exhibition. 
Nick Brodeur, boogie-woogie pianist, 








does several numbers, best being 
Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody In Blue’ 
played at high speed. 

Merriel Abbott Dancers are a 


well-trained, competent line of girls, 
young and fresh looking. Their 
opening act in sport skirts and 
blouses which they remove, to dance 
in tasteful shorts, and their routine 
in soft pink gowns with flashing 
green underskirts are attractive. A 
routine with a male line of middle- 
aged chorus boys is an oddity. 
Biz excellent. Loop. 


———— 





New Act 


JAN MURRAY 
Cemedy 

12° Mins. 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 











He's a flip, fast comic in the Milton 
Berle-Henny Youngman idiom and 
has evidently made it a point to get 
fresh material Some of his gags, in 
fact, are so good, plenty of other 
comics probably will be using them 
soon. 


“You'll have to laugh faster—I’m in 
1-A.” If age is any criterion, that 
may be kidding on the level. 

When rapid-firing the gags, Murray 
does a super job. However, his im- 
pression of the diction-perfect singer 
is just about his weakest bit, so he 





it up so close to his finale. 
Murray got over strongly here and 
should be able to fit a comedy order 
in any situation. Scho. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 18. 

Donald M. Nelson, chairman of the 
War Production Board, and Dr. Ed- 
gar Mayer, former chief medico of 
the NVA sanatorium, were guests of 
Dr. George Wilson at the Will Rog- 
ers. They took time out to mitt mem- 
bers of the colony. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Farmer of 
Chicago shot in and had a bedside 
chat with Cliff (Warner Bros.) Far- 
mer, who is coming back nicely at 
the Rogers. 

Twenty-five years ago Ed Lamy 
was featured at the old N. Y. Hippo- 
drome in a skating act. In the chorus 
was a little dancer, Dottie Hutchin- 
son, from Paterson, N. J. They met 
and married, and now they’re cele- 
brating their 25th anniversary here 
in this actor colony. They have two 
sons and two daughters. 

Cordie McLean, last seen in ‘All 
the Comforts of Home,’ a Shubert 
production, is a new arrival at the 
Will Rogers. Needs a little rest. 

Major L. E. Thompson, member of 
the Will Rogers Fund, shot in from 
Lake Placid to maitt the gang at the 
lodge. 

Stanley Rausch, who did the trick 
up here, in for a vacash and gen- 
eral checkup. Medico handed him 
o.k. papers. 

Prof. William Lyon Phelps handed 
| the colony a 15-minute talk over lo- 
¢al radio station WNBZ. 

The Len Grottes have arrived bag 
and baggage at their Cresent Bay 
camp for a month’s vacash. Then it’s 
back to Loew’s Prospect, Flushing, 
a 

W. George Hayes, 
Gaffney, S. C., and an ex-ozoner, 
writes from Mexico City greeting the 
gang. 3 

Write to those who are ill. 


Seymour Heller, GAC, 





band booker at General Amusement 
Corp. headquarters in New York, has 
enlisted in the Coast Guard. He 
severed connections with GAC Sat- 
urday (15), and enters the CG today 
(Wed.) at Detroit, where he will go 
into basic training. 

Heller is the first GAC employee 
te go into service. He has been with 
the agency less than a year, and was 
married about six months ago. He 
formerly managed Ted Fio-Rito’s 
orchestra. 








a sucker born every minute’ philoso 


Inside—Vandeville-Nitery 


Billy Rose, now acknowledges the basic truth of the Barnum ‘There’s |! 


phy. Little showman, who is known 


This kid is brand new—and okay, |. 








He got a roar here with one nifty: | 


perhaps would be best off not anne | 


EARL CARROLL | 


opens his new theatre-Res- 
taurant in Chicago, Thurs- 
day Evening, Sept. 24th. 
It is being built in the 
MORRISON HOTEL, 
at Madison and Clark, in 
the very heart of the Loop. 
A duplicaie of the world- 
famous Earl Carroll Thea- 
tre-Restaurant in Holly- 
wooed, now playing its 
fourth fabulous year in 
that glamorous city. 








EARL CARROLL 


can now offer successful 
acts the following astound- 
ing beokings: 


3 months in Chicago! 
12 months in Hollywood!!! 
6 months on tour!! 


An amazing total of nearly 
two years work, An en- 
gagement unparalleled in 
shew business! *< 


. 














formerly of | 





Into U. S. Coast Guard | 


EARL CARROLL 


will present the finest name 
bands in this new Chicago 
Theatre. 
will be used—for show and 
for dancing. Both Bands 
will be featured in the most 


Two orchestras 


unusual bandstands ever 


created. Two local broad- 
casts nightly. Three Coast- 


to-Coast -weekly. 





Seymour Heller, location and smal] | 








EARL CARROLL 


has always been noted for t-e 
beauty of his girls. He will pre- 
sent forty-eight of the prettiest 
girls in the world in Chicago on 
the night of September 24th. Girls 
should apply: 


IN HOLLYWOOD 
Earl Carroll Theaire 
August 23rd at 5 P.M. 


IN CHICAGO 
Merrison Hotel 
August 26th at 5 P.M. 


IN NEW YORK 
Hetel Astor 
August 28th at 5 P.M. 








as a wise guy, was taken for 30 bucks with ease recently. Day of the 
Ringling, Barnum & Bailey fire in Cleveland, he received a supposed 


North, the circus’ managing director. 


arms was needed in a hurry and would Rose give the fellow $30 for 
transportation. Soon a mugg with arm decorations appeared at the 
Diamond Horseshoe and Rose readily gave“him the coin. 

Last week North visited the Horseshoe and Rose said, ‘Hello, you owe 
me $30.’ The circus man countered with ‘What 30?’ When Ross related 
the story of the phone call, North said it was a phoney and explained 
he had an office in N. Y. to take care of such matters. 

Earl Carroll was in N. Y. from Hollywood last week, his mission being 
to start preparations for ithe new theatre-restaurant which he will open 
at the Morrison hotel, Chicago, and which will be along the lines of his 
Coast spot. He arranged for costumes and lighting equipment, among 
other matters. Showman was able to procure a number of lamps, which 
are something of a variety since priorities became an important factor 
in show business. That purchase was arranged at much less than mar- 
ket prices, dealer making a concession in return for favors done him 
by Carroll’s late brother, Major James Carroll. 

Billy Rose planned to duplicate his Diamond Horseshoe at the Morri- 
son, and congratulated Carroll for making the winning bid. 








Two femme chirpers, Hildegarde at the Copley-Plaza, and Carol Bruce 
at the Ritz-Carlton, are currently opposing each other in Boston at the 
respective hostelries. First time these Hub hotels have gone in for such 
costly draws. Miss Bruce still has a Broadway musical in negotiation, 





N, Y., the end of September. 


long distance phone call from that city, the caller saying he was Johnny | 
Message was to the effect that | 


Earl Carroll interviews every young 
lady personally. Experience unneces- 
sary. Minimum salary, fifty dolar« 
every week, 





because of the fire an elephant expert named Henderson with tattooed | 








and Hildegarde reopens the redecorated Persian Room of the Hotel Plaza, | 


EARL CARROLL 


wants new acts and 
novelties for Chicago 
and Hollywood. For 
information, for audi- 
for bookings, 


tions, 


communicate with... 


MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York City 
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Legit Nitery Operators Collaborate 
In Cleveland Drive Vs. ‘Cheaties’ 


vv 








Cleveland, Aug. 18. 

Threatened by stiff competish 
from scores of speakeasies that have 
eprung up in war-industrial sections 
here, auguring a new era of boot- 
legging, owners of legit niteries are 
collaborating with police. in a_drive 
te run the ‘cheaties’ out of business. 

Two crusading, prominent boni- 
faces, who want to remain anony- 
mous for obvious reasons, frankly 
admitted to ‘Variety’ that they have 
peen giving cops tips on the loca- 
tions of new ‘speaks.’ Five more of 
them were raided last week by Dep- 
uty Inspector Mike Blackwell, Cleve- 
land’s No. 1 nemesis of bootleggers 
and racketeers, who does most of 
his talking with a 15-pound sledge 
hammer. 

‘Ethics? These ‘cheaties’ don’t 
know the meaning of the word and 
don’t deserve. any consideration,’ 
declared one tipster in defending 
his actions. “They don’t have to put 
out $1,000 for likker permits, they 
get going at 2:30 a.m, just when 
we have to pull down the shutters, 
and they never pay union scale for 
entertainers like we do. What par- 
ticularly burns us up=-I mean the 
type of impresario who runs a re- 
.2ectable cafe and observes all laws 


Yokes Cameron Joins 
D.C. Hotel Meller Troupe 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

Yukona Cameron, former partner 
of Al Trahan, joins the Willard hotel 
troupe presenting musical melo- 
dramas, stepping into “Ten Nights in 
a Barroom’ for a bit pait. 

Hotel thespians have been attract- 
ing good patronage, combination of 
tables and drinks proving a magnet 
with those who like to ‘kid the 
actors.’ 


Mull Radio Reps 
As Advisors On 
USO-Camp Shows 











—is that some of these flourishing USO - Camp Shows is mulling 
wild-cat joints are secretly owned|the idea of enlarging its talent 
by men who have licensed clubs.| agents advisory committee to in- 
They use the latter only to steer|clude radio station reps. Purpose 


customers to their ‘cheat’ spots after 
legal closing hours, by promising 
them they can drink all night.’ 
Operator of one of these ‘cheaties,’ 
who makes no bones about it, claims 
he is doing workers in local war 


would be to enable Camp Shows to 
tap radio talent for cuffo spot book- 
ings at ammunition depots, hospitals, 
isolated posts around New York 
City and on warships. 


’ ° Present committee consists of 
plants a service by offering them Mark Leddy, chairman; Leonard 
‘good likker at fair prices and some | Romm, General Amusements; Joe 
entertainment they deserve’ when| poum of the Miles Ingalls office: 
every other place in town is shut- Henry Frankel, A. & S. Lyons: 
tered. Larry Puck of Music Corp. of 

That's phony rationalizing, re-|,erica; Lou Wolfson, William 
torted an exec in the Cleveland As- Maviele aioe: Charvtes Votes Cans 


sociation of Night Club and Tavern 
Owners. Legit spots which have to 
pay the heaviest freight should be 
given a better break, he said, in- 


solidated, and Ben Kuchak, Herman 
Citron office. With reps from few 
remaining artists bureaus and sta- 


stead of the ‘speaks’ which are milk- — ie ie aes wag an 
ing the business and not giving notes ae - aie ° id > arhener bse 
Uncle Sam his cut on sales tax. As- | 1*¢ “exe Manners oO , y 


Hershfield, Senator Ford and Joe 
Laurie, Jr., of WOR; Joey Nash of 
WHN, Ed East and Bud Hulick of 
WEAF, and Allen Prescott of the 
Blue, plus the vocalists and choral 
groups which are now practically 
untouched. 


scciation is lobbying for a new state 
law, as a wartime emergency mea- 
sure, that would permit licensed 
boites to stay open until 5:30 a.m. 
instead of 2:30 a.m. That, the 
ANCTO believes, would spike the 
bootleggers and solve the entertain- 
ment problems of Cleveland’s heavy 
quota of defense workers. 

Situation is also being recognized 
by film exhibitors, several of whom 
are reaping good coin in ‘early-bird’ 





Frisco Cafe Man Settles 
Shirley Deane Pay Claim 





Matinees or ‘defense-workers’ owl 
shows.’ Warners’ Hipp inaugurated 
a 9:25 a.m. matinee for war-factory San Francisco, Aug. 18. 


men Saturday (15) with opening of 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ at $1.10 top, 
and is closely checking the take to 
see if it will be profitable enough. 
Leuis Swee’s Knickerbocker, first 
here to try out the idea, is making a 
weekly institution of it and so are 
the two Drive-In houses. 


Joe Merello, of the Club Moderne, 
yelled ‘uncle’ on the 
salary claim of Shirley Deane, sing- 
er, when his show was heid up for 
an hour one night by Matt Shelvey, 
executive secretary of the San Fran- 
cisco local of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. 

Shelvey waited until the club was 
packed, 15 minutes before the show 
was to go on, and then walked in 
and told Merello there would be no 
performance, unless— 


N.Y. LATIN QUARTER 
IN AGVA CONTRACT After an hour, Merello inked a 


The Latin Quarter nitery in New _— eek Sie ee eee, “ees 
York last week (12) signed a closed- | two-week booking she came out here 








shop pact with the American Guild |from the east to fill in February only | 


of Variety Artists. Deal calls for $60 | *° find Morello’s club had closed. 
minimums for principals and $40 for 
the line. On Sept. 15 the minimums | 
rise to $75 per week for the former | 
and $45 for the latter, as per a new 
| 


Chi Cafe Man Fined 


AGVA contract signed last week 
with Gotham class A niteries and | Chicago, Aug. 18. 
theatres. Harry Boshes, 38, manager of the 


Negotiations were handled by Ross | 
Pepe, AGVA national rep in charge | 
of N. Y. local, and signatured by Lou 
Walters, the L. Q.’s operator. 


Lawrence Phillips On 
Mend After Pneumonia 


Lawrence Phillips, exec. v.p., of 
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., has been out 
6f action for the past week with 
Pneumonia. 

Medicos say he has passed the 
ste ae but won't be able to return 
© harness for another 10 days. 


Royal Frolics Cafe, raided on 
30, was last week fined $150 and 
costs by Judge Nuncio Bonnellj on 
charge of presenting an indecent 
performance. 

Dawn O'Day, 22, whose dancing 
act ‘Beauty and the Beast’ was con- 
demned, was fined $50 and costs. 
Marion Peters, 23, was fined $25 and 
costs on charge of soliciting drinks. 

Others arrested in the raid were 
discharged. Mayor Edward Kelly 
has revoked the cafe’s license. 

Hearing for the appeal of the 
Rhumba Casino, whose liquor li- 
cense was revoked on a charge of 
selling drinks to minors, is slated be- 
fore the License Appeal Commission 
Aug. 25. 

Hollywood Cocktail Lounge, Brass 
Rail and Capitol Bar, which were 
‘closed at the same time, then later 
reopened by special injunction, are 
now all closed. 











Prov. Vaude Reopener 
¥ » Providence, Aug. 18. 
letropolitan theatre will reopen 


Aug. 28 with ji and-pi 
Policy. its name _ band-pic 





longstanding 


July | 


Gravatt Donates Blimp 
Landmark to Gov’t Scrap 


Atlantic City, Aug. 18. 

The big blimp that was long a 
landmark over the Steel Pier has 
gone into government service. 

Frank Gravatt, president of the 
amusement center, donated the huge 
advertising marker, containing much 
rubber in its fabric, to the rubber 
Salvage program. 


7) WEEKS SPLIT 
BY 2 USO UNITS 
IN °42-'43 


The USO-Camp Shows route for 
this winter and next summer, which 
is up for Army and Navy approval 
concurrent with the new winter 
production schedule of 35 shows, in- 
dicates that there will be 46 weeks 
of work for the small units and 29 
for the big shows. The only dif- 
ference between the duo, outside of 
their classification, is that the small 
shows work without a line of girls 
and stick to the camps sans outdoor 
stages. 

As planned by Victor Leighton, 
USO-CSI transportation manager, 
the small shows will lose seven days 
in traveling around their 46 weeks 
while the big units will sacrifice 
only 10 days to cover the 29 weeks. 
Aside from. tke loss incurred by 
travel there are no layoffs on camp 
shows following final approval by 
the military. = 

The current summer shows, of 
which the seven big ones are dubbed 
‘Series 30’ while the eight smaller 
ones are called ‘Series 40,’ play un- 
til Oct. 17, when they fold and there 
is a one-month hiatus until the new 
schedule gets started. 


EUROPEAN SHOWMEN 














A series of topical revues, similar 
to those that were presented on the 
Continent before the present war, is 
planned for New York by a newly 
formed outfit of European showmen. 


Head of the organization, as pro- 
ducer, is Anton Nelle, who’s done 


revues in London, Paris and Berlin 
in addition to producing stage shows 
in Los Angeles and New York, 
Others in the group include Carl 
Tucker, composer, who’s’ written 
music for French stage musicals and 
films; Jean Herbert, lyricist, and 





with Moscow Art Theatre, Ziegfeld, 


Nikita Balieff and Oscar Hammer- 
stein. Sketches are being con- 
tributed by Ben Gross, N. Y. News 


radio columnist, among others 

Shows for which no theatre has as 
yet been set pending securing of 
|} more production coin, would run for 
20 weeks on a two-a-day basis at 
$2 top. 


3 Nonchalants Key To 
N.Y. Theatre Conflict 


| There was a considerable to-do 
|last week between the Paramount 
i and Strand theatres, New York, over 
the Three Nonchalants, now 
playing the Strand with Sammy 
Kaye. Trio had been committed 
the Paramount next stage 
show foellowing the current Skinnay 
Ernis-‘Holiday combo, with 
Tony Pastor-Andrews Sisters. But 
no contracts had been signed 

Act has been the road 
ng theatres with Kaye u: 
tract that gave the leader op- 
tion on their services for succes- 
|sive theatre engagements, Kaye in- 
sisted on having them with him at 
the Strand though Music Corp. of 
America had committed them to the 
Par. Agency had no alternative but 
to convince Par officials that Kaye’s 
contract gave him first call on the 
act. 


act 


for its 
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Toledo Strike Off 


Toledo, Aug. 18. 
The Rainbow Room of the Willard 
|hotel here, closed by a strike of the 
bartenders, Waiters and Cooks 
unions, has reopened with Harley 
Bracht’s band. 

The strike also affected the Secor, 
Hillcrest, Commodore Perry and 
Fort Meigs hotels, but only the Wil- 
| lard shut down its bar. An agree- 
iment was signed, extending to April 
}30, 1943, upping wages. 





PLAN REVUE SERIES| 


Andre Hudiakoff, designer, formerly | 


to | 


play- | 





Frances Faye Robbed 
Of Jewels in Saratoga 





Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 18. 

Frances Faye, headlining the floor 
show at Mother Kelly’s Meadow- 
brook, here, last week, reported to 
Police Chief Patrick Rox the theft of 
jewels valued at $2,500. She had 
placed them in a bathing cap and 
tucked it away in her room at a loca’ 
hotel, 

During the night or the following 
morning, while Miss Faye was work- 
ing at Mother Kelly’s, the door of the 
hotel room was forced, she said. 


NVA Nixes Report 
On Sale of Scripts 
In Protective Files 


The NVA is denying published 
reports (not in ‘Variety’) that it 
had sold its material protective files 
to Ole Olsen (& Johnson). Olsen 
himself has told intimates that he 
made the purchase. 

A checkup at the NVA by ‘Variety’ 
indicated that the files have not 
been touched for the past four years 
and are still intact. 

NVA started the service around 
25 years ago, with actors filing their 
material so that they could 
ownership in case of a dispute. It’s 
acknowledged in the trade that the 
files should be extremely valuable, 
inasmuch it's a collection of 
chiefly comedy material that would 
come in handy to writers or comics. 
|It’s also presumed, however, that 
ithe NVA could not sell the files, in- 
|asmuch as the material does not be- 
long to the now social club, but to 
lthe members who availed them- 
selves of the service. 

The NVA admits that it 
llike to get rid of the material, 
which takes up much space. It was 
| suggested that the only legal way 











as 


| to do that would be by burning it | 


lin front of a responsible committee. 
Billy Marble is now custodian of 
| the files. 


years 


| Material Dept., and in latter 
Dept. 


a Radio Protective Materials 
was inaugurated—Ed.] 


Indie Actor Group Urges 
Kelly for Pa. Labor Job 


Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

Members of the United Entertain- 
ers Association, indie actors’ organi- 
zation, are bombarding Harrisburg 
|with telegrams urging the appoint- 
Iment of Thomas E. Kelly, one-time 
|AGVA secretary, for the post of en- 
|forcement officer in charge of the 
|theatrical industry for the Employ- 
ment Division of the State Depart- 
j}ment of Labor and Industry. 
| The job has been made vacant by 
ithe firing of Anthony C. Sharkey, 
lwho w found tending bar 
|Parkland (Pa.) roadhouse by 
|Liquor agents while a strip 
| was in progress 





in a 
State 


as 


tease 


State officials, however, indicated 
ithat Kelly would not get the job 
because of his turbulent career with | 


the AGVA and his scraps with local 
booking agents when he 
AGVA Official. 


Was an 





Louise Beavers Doing 


Louise Beavers, colored film ac- 
tress, is playing three weeks for 
Comerford Theatres through Penn- 
sylvania. 

Opened at 
| Monday (17). 


Feeley, Hazelton, on 


Honor Dr. Therek 


Detroit, Aug. 18. 
Dr. Max Thorek, head of the 
American Theatrical hospital, was 
| last week presented with the Dis- 





prove | 


would | 


[‘Variety,’ too has maintained for | 
many years a Vaudeville Protective | 


Comerford Personals | 


Philly Nitery Ops Eye Experiment 
To Keep Out Teen-Age Customers 


Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 
Operators of Philly 
the jitters 
authorities 
down on spots liquor to 
minors and they’re watching vith 
interest an experiment tried by Sam 
Domsky to prevent teen-age kids 
from entering his three spots. 

Domsky was the first to feel the 
heat of the drive when the gen- 
darmes swooped down on his mid- 
town boite, Lou’s Moravian Bar, 
and pinched Domsky and his staff 
when 45 under-21 youngsters were 
found guzzling. 

To prevent this from happening 
in the future, Domsky has stationed 
a private detective outside each of 
jhis three spots—Moravian Bar, 
Chancellor Bar, and Germantown 
Bar. Anyone who looks under 21 
must show proof of age, either a 
draft registration card in the case 
of young men, or a birth certificate, 
in the case of youthful appearing 
dolls. Kids who don’t have docu- 
mentary proof must swear to affi- 
davits that they’re of age before 
they’re allowed to enter. 

In this way, Domsky feels, he’ll 
be in the clear if any minors are 
found at his spots. The onus will 
be on the kids for swearing falsely. 
If the trick works, other nitery 
ops are expeeted to follow suit. 
Domsky has placed ads in all the 
papers warning youngsters to either 
have proof of age with them, or stay 
away from his establishments. 


niteries are 
and 


cracking 


having since city 


state started 


selling 





Columbus Putsch 
Columbus, O., Aug. 18. 

Putsch started by Lieut.-Col. O. M, 
Baldinger, commander of the Lock- 
bourne air base, against 71 beer and 
| liquor permit holders is scheduled to 
| begin Thursday (20) before the state 
board of liquor control. Meanwhile, 
Columbus City Councilman William 
Lehman introduced a_ resolution 
which would suspend. for the dura- 
tion all dance permits in the 
city where intoxicating drinks are 
sold, following action by the Frank- 
lin County Tavern Keepers Associa- 
tion in requesting a midnight cur- 
few on liquor sales in the county and 
| the elimination of strip tease shows 
|and dancing for the duration. Clos- 
ing hours of drinking places now 
range from 12:30 to 2:30 a.m., de- 
pending on the type of permit. 





Youngstown Revocation 

Youngstown, O., Aug. 18. 
Liquor license of the Mahoning 
Country Club has been revoked for 
the unexpired term, when the Ohio 
Board of Liquor Control charged 
Peter M. Wellman, owner of the 
club, with selling liquor on Sunday 

and displaying gambling devices. 


| 


The club is open to the public sev- 
eral days a week, and operates a 
private golf course some days and a 
public course and a night club on 
| others. 


/RICHMAN TO TOPLINE 
| NEW ‘PRIORITIES’ INN.Y. 


Harry Richman is set to star in 
Clifford C. Fischer’s new ‘Priorities’ 
lat the 46th St. theatre, N. Y., Sept. 
15. Bert Wheeler, Johnny Burke, 
| The Bricklayers, The Acromaniacs 
Trudy McGee line of girls, will be in 
support. The present ‘Priorities’ 
folds in N. Y. Sept. 5 and goes to 
Philadelphia on the first lap 
road tour. Richman is on a 
centage and guarantee basis, 

Jack Bertell, who agented Rich- 
{man for Music Corp. of America, is 
|also trying to line up Carol Bruce 
for the show. Henny Youngman and 
| Gracie Fields, previously mentioned 
| as joining the Fischer layout, are still 
| in doubt. 


of a 
per- 
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‘Show-Time’ Wow 
$18,500 in Frisco 5th 


San Francisco, Aug. 18. 
‘Show-Time,’ two-a-day vaude re- 
vue, was showing few signs of fal- 
tering in its fifth session at the Cur- 
ran, grossing a terrific $18,500 at a 
$2.75 top last week. 





Rhumboogie Restaurant, Inc., has 








itinguished Citizen Medal by the; 
| Veterans of Foreign Wars at a din-|! 
} . ° 
jner in Detroit. 


been chartered to conduct a restau- 
rant and cafe business in New York 
City, 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 





Wednesday, August ‘19, 1942 








FOLLIES BERGERE 


sell well. Pair has played top niter- 
ies here this summer. Ruby Ring 
does a five-minute act of contortions 
and acrobatic hoofing that went over 
big. Nothing particularly new in 
her work, but it’s worth watching. 





Eccentric dance climaxing with a| 
pleasing strip tease is the specialty of | 


Lois Penny, blonde looker. Custom- 
ers liked her. London’s Midgets, five 
men and a femme, represent the Ar- 
gentine. They have played here be- 
fore and elsewhere in Latin America. 
They do a fast tumbling number. 
Their head man, Victor Black, sings 
a couple of songs in a good baritone. 
Act was well liked. 

Donato is a lazy-type comic, found 
by Miller in a tent show up north; 
he’s making his debut in the metrop- 
olis. He and his straight man are a 
definite click. Donato doubles in a 
comedy turn with Eddie and Dor- 
othy. Two trumpet solos are ren- 
dered to good effect by Chino Ibarra, 
pitman, who has done so well that he 
is a holdover from other Follies pro- 
ductions. 

Show closes with a neat spectacle 
glorifying Jalisco state, hardy and 
beautiful western zone, and Mexico 
in general. Act is directed by Pepe 
Guizar, pop-song composer and cousin 
of Tito Guizar. He sings several of 
his latest. Act features 16 gal look- 
ers in ‘China Poblana,’ costume num- 
ber. Act closes with a bit of relig- 
jous propaganda, spotting backdrop 
of a portrait of Our Lady of Guada- 
lupe, Mexico’s patron saint. 

All the American acts on the bill 
were booked by Ramon Reachi 
(Ramon & Renita), who recently 
opened a local booking office. 

Show is operating on an $80,000 
(Mex) ($16,500 U.S.) monthly budget. 

Doug. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 14. 
Ralph Hawkins Orchestra, Bea 
Wain, Bobby May, Buster Shaver 
with Olive and George, Joe Lom- 
bardi’s House Orch; ‘Big Shot’ (WB). 





Harry Anger crossed up the guess- 
ers this week. He brought in Ralph 
Hawkins and his Cross Roads or- 
chestra from a suburban night club 
and located them on the pit elevator, 
with Joe Lombardi's house orchestra 
on the stage as melodic background. 

Maestro Hawkins has a _ seven- 
piece swing outfit. Instrumentation 
is piano, mandolin, bass viol, saxo- 
phone, trumpet and trombone, with 
the maestro spotlighted on drums 
and percussion. It’s a new outfit 
that has been scorching a neighbor- 
inz bistro and has been heavily 
touted by the critics. It looks new 
to stage work and plays as if self- 
conscious. Opens with a pop medley 
featuri-g ‘Idaho, with solo by 
mandolinist being ‘Stage Door Can- 
teen.’ Other numbers feature torrid 
trumpet. and stick manipulation by 
Hawkins. Original composition by 
pianist Eddie Finkel is featured, but 
entire 12 minutes lacks novelty and 
variety in routine. Hawkins just 
wants to be iot but he’s not quite 


ready. 
Back to the stage where Bobby 
May uncorks a good brand of 


juggling, winding up with a drum 


bounce standing on his head that 
should defy imitators. Bea Wain 
ambles on in yellow chiffon for a 


g-oup of Hit Parade tunes. For an 
encore ‘Deep Purple’ got fair re- 
sponse. Makes —"holesome appear- 


ance but would do better with more 
judicious choice and faster numbers 

Socko of this program is Buster 
Saver with the remarkable Olive 
and George. The watch charm 
midget has developed into a most 


teuse, doing ‘Silver Wings’ and 
‘Dozen Roses’ with the Four V’s and 
furnishing a goodly asset for the 
latter. V’s also contribute ‘3 Little 
Sisters’ to fine effect. Johnny Mack, 
lone of the added turns, is a slick 


footwork riveted .he stubholders. He 
has been seen here to better ad- 
vantage minus his present cver- 
dressing and ‘sophisticated’ billing. 
|The Lee Sisters. formerly the Le 
Ahn Sisters when with Horace 
Heidt, are neatly in the groove and 
drew smacking salvos, but their 
harmonies in ‘Star Dust’ and ‘Jingle 
Jangle’ sounded slightly fuzzy at the 
edges, maybe the fault of the mike. 

Ziggy Talent is one of the big 
moments, his ‘Arthur Murray,’ ‘Sam, 
You Made Pants too Long’ and ‘Ants 
in Pants’ vocalizations and jivings 
garnering riotous applause. Monroe’s 
chanting of ‘Worth Fighting For,’ 
‘My Devotion’ (with tie Lees) and 
‘Johnny Doughboy,’ choired by the 
entire ensemble, are especially strik- 
ing. His encore of ‘Old Man River’ 
cut the high slot of the runoff. 

Paul Winchell is back for the 
*steenth time with many noticeable 
|improvements in material and 
| double talk. Since last caught, he 
has added some excellent impersona- 
tions for himself and dummy with 
top effect, and has developed a poise 
and presence which make him a 
i valuable addition to any of these 
| proceedings. 

With the mercury aboil outside, 
the tee-off show had standees strain- 
| ing at the barriers. Burton. 


RKO BOSTON 








Boston, Aug. 14. 

| Martha Raye, Charlie Barnet Orch 
| with Huck Andrews, Frances Wayne 
‘and Peanuts Holland; Acromaniacs 
| (3); ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). 





No way of telling who's pulling 
| them in to this show, but it’s a fair 
| guess that it is pretty evenly divided 

between Martha Raye, always strong 
| here: Charlie Barnet’s band and the 
| timely angle on ‘Flight Lieutenant’ 
with Pat O’Brien, ‘who's also potent 
in these precincts. j 
clicking for fair, and, as it’s the RKO 


Boston’s first time out this season, it | 
| Steve Merrill, an eye-filling looker 


| ir, Mimi Cabanne, who knows how to 
j 


| points to a big fall session. 
Barnet debuts behind a flimsy cur- 
|} tain with a big rotating record 


| best-selling discs. 
and good. Vocalist Huck Andrews 
offers ‘Just As You Were Here’ and 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ registering lightly, 
j}and the Acromaniacs, a knockabout 
|comedy trio, scores right off the 
| backboard. They do a jitterbug free- 
for-all and a comedy ba.anciag turn 
to click big. 

Foregoing his wild-mau . 


Rhythm’ on the alto sax, achieving a 
mild killer, and making way 


and ‘Cheating on Me.’ She does all 
| right, too. 
Peanuts Holland, colored trumpeter, 
the band goes into a_ production 
blackout featuring the brass with 
luminous mutes. It’s an okay gag. 
Paul Regan, as nifty a mimic as 
they come—which is frequeni-— 
catches a dandy reaction which he 
brings to a boil with his solid mur- 
der routine, ringing in Boyer, Robin- 


son, Grant, Weiles and, inevitably, 
F.D.R. After a fast and flashy setup 
of ‘Cherokee’ by the band, Martha 


Rave is. turned loose. 

She does her famitiar ‘Great 
Manana’ and ‘Mr. Paganini,’ 
into the audience with 
(getting as 
releases 
General 
loves: it. 


Day. 
tears 
wisecracks 
good as she gives), and 
enough energy to prope! a 
Lee tank. The audience 
Elie. 


graceful ballroom dancer, and with | 


Shaver and George scores heavily in | 
A Mae West imita- ! 
tion is close to che censorship line, | 


adagio routines. 


but they like it. Sha--=r is an expert 
salesman and gives his miniature 
aides flashy costuming. 

Running time: 45 minutes. Attend- 
ance first show, capacity on lower 
floor but room in balcony. Arke 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 





Buffalo, Aug. 14. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch featuring 
Marilyn Duke, Ziggy Talent, 
V’s, Lee Sisters; Paul 
Johnny Mack; ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G). 


After a round year’s absence, 
Vaughn Monroe is back at the Shea 
deluxe cinema with his mellifiuent 
collection of brasses, a full carco of 
regular and added talent and his 
own ubiquitous and pleasingly trade- 





marked baritone. Though amply full- | 
‘ crew's | 
musical merchandising is liquid as | 


bodied on the brass, this 
ever in style and its harmony bears 
the distinctively duicet quality which 
is largely responsible for its radio 
and recording popularity. Added to 


this, it mumbers several in the en- | 


semble whose vocal ability and 
comedy sense would be assets in any 
stage -band, while the maestro’s 
languishing eye and romantic in- 
tonations furnish a final fillip for the 
femme fans. At a time when stage 
band shows are beginning again to 


run toward stereotyped patterns, the | 


instru- 
still has 


Monroe assemblage in its 
mentation and personne! 
something unique to offer 


Marilyn Duke is featured chan- 


ee es 


Four | 
Winchell, | 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


Analyzed individually there is 
nothing particularly striking about 


the sundry newsreel clips assembled 


for current release. There’s the 
Paramount clip, circumscribed by | 
| Official censorship, about the six 
| saboteurs sentenced to die in the 


;} electric chair, including a shot of a 
clergyman coming out of the death 


house, an ambulance carting the 
bodies away and the military wit- 
nesses present at the finale. Par, 


too. covers the Stephan treason case 
|in Detroit. Fox has a few stock 
shots of India, touching on the cur- 


{rent uprising via shots of the last 
one. 
Another clip is about new 25-ton 


transport planes (Par): Universal 
| covers the speedup in manufacture 
| of cargo planes; Fox has a few shots 
j}of tractors being used in invasion 
| tactics. 
| There’s an innocuous bit (U) on 
|U. S. Navy men on a sight-seeing 
| tour of London and a Filipino regi- 
ment in training in the U. S. for the 
day when they can avenge the at- 
tack on their homeland. 
German-American kids (Pathe) 
are pictured buying war stamps and 
pledging allegiance to the American 
flag, and Admiral Leahy (U) quietly 
points out that America and the Al- 


lied nations licked the Germans 
once before and will do it again. 
President Roosevelt (Fox) gives 


Queen Wilhelmina a sub chaser and | 


(Fox) is shown sink- 
the Atlantic. a sub 
Mori. 


a Jonely ship 
ing slowly in 
victim. 


. ; ‘Carle, Fred Lowery, Ollie O'Toole, 
tapster and his staccato and intricate 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 14. 
Horace Heidt Orch (16), Frankie 





Mimi Cabanne, Donna & and Her 
Don Juans (3), Steve Merrill, Charlie 
Goodman, Bernie Mattinson; ‘My Fa- 
vorite Spy’ (RKO). 








Heidt format remains the same ex- 
cept for his finish. Last time around, 
when he was doing the ‘Pot o° Gold’ | 
program, he worked a miniature edi- | 
tion of the radio show from the stage | 
for his finale, but this time he’s com- 
bined several audience participation 
stunts for okay results. On the 
strength of such antecedents, how- 
ever, it couldn’t miss. For his audi- 
ence participators he uses three girls 
and three boys, service men (addi- 
tional insurance) if he can get them, 
and to the winners passes out crisp 
new dollar bills. This afternoon, the 
dames left empty-handed, the coin 
all being distributed among two sail- 
ors and a soldier. Heidt’s not only a 
showman, he’s also a smagt one, 
smart enough perhaps to realize that ; 
his frequent milking of the audience | 
with regularly-spotted questions, 
‘are you enjoying the show so far?’, | 
doesn’t become a guy with his rep. 

For first time, Heidt is giving his | 
crack pianist (and composer), 
Frankie Carle, equal billing—mar- 
quee now reads Horace Heidt with 
Frankie Carle and His Musical | 
Knights—and Carle is equal to his | 
newly-received importance with a | 
10-minute session at the keyboard | 
that’s a jim dandy. Plays a medley of 
his better-known tunes and whams 
the cash mob. Big applause-getter 
is still Ollie O’Toole, former Pitts- 
burgh radio performer and an- 
nounced as picked up here by Heidt a 
couple of years ago while O'Toole was 
working at WWSW. He cracks ‘em 
wide open with his sharp impersona- 
tions of the great and near-great, and 
also gets plenty of laughs into his 
first appearance with Mimi Cabanne | 
and Donna as one of the ‘Three Little 





At any rate, it’s | 


fac- | 
simile, and does a hodge-podge of his | 
It’s a trick effect | 


|Gershwin number. 


wle for | forte and 
'the nonce. Barnet does ‘Rockin’ and | Pounding only because the maestro 
| brought him on with one of those | 
for | old Gus Edwards-Benny Davis (the 
Frances Wayne to do ‘All I Need’ | kid’s trying to make good and how 
| he does here depends on whether he 
After a riff session with | sticks with us’) buildups. 


Sisters,’ which Heidt builds into a 
first-rate production. 
On the vocal end, Heidt remains 


very well fortified, with two crack 
balladeers in Gordon McRae and 


use both her eyes and her pipes, and 
Donna and her Don Juans (three 
men), who back up the regulars with 
some okay harmony. Also still a 
show-stopper is Fred Lowery. the 
blind whistler, who has added ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue’ to his repertoire this 
season and does a bangup job on the | 
Heidt has an- | 
other singer. an unbilled youngster 
who does ‘Tangerine, but not so 
over to plenty palm- 


Another 
|thing that doesn’t become a guy of 
| Heidt’s rep Cohen. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 13 


Tommy Dorsey’s Orch with Frank 
Sinatra. Buddy Rich. Ziggy Elman, 
Jo Stafford, Pied Pipers; Archie 
Robbins, Lane & Ward; ‘Calling Dr 
Gillespie’ (M-G). 


There's a new Tommy Dorsey set- 
up on the stage this week. Instead 
of the heavy accent on brasses and 
reeds, the maestro introduces a 
battery of fiddles, bass viol and con- 


cert harp in a string section for 
softer precision ielod,. Yet the 


demonstrative hepcats in the audi- 
ence control the program, serving 
noisy applause for blare and rhythm 
and demanding = an 
portion of jive. 

There is some condescension to 
those who like their music sweet and 
!low with melody strings, but the 
| opening-day audience really poured 





jit on when Ziggy Elman was melting 


his blistering trumpet and for Buddy | 


| Rich’s acrobatic gyrations with the 
| drumsticks. The Dorsey trombone 
| also came in for shrieking approval 
and noisy palm-beating. 

Routine was considerably 
when Frank Sinatra checked in 
opening day with a bad case of 
tonsilitis. This necessitated a quick 
| change, for Sinatra closes the show 
with a budget of pop tunes. Jitter- 
bugs took the indisposition announce- 
ment with a chorus of groans, indi- 
cating that Sinatra, were he present, 
could have had the nomination by 
acclamation. 

Specialties include the clever soft- 
shoe stepping of Bobby Lane and 
Edna Ward, climaxed by smart acro- 
batic routine. Jo Stafford leads the 


upset 


Pied Pipers in ‘Embraceable You’ 
and other gems from the George 


Gershwin melody album. Scrim 
comes down for a lively patriotic 
number with some rabble-rousing 
films of the Army and Navy in 
action. 

String section contributes its best 
effort to a slick arrangement of 
‘Sleepy Lagoon.’ Archie Robbins, a 
fast worker, slips over a few Joe 
Millers in a staccato monolog punctu- 
ated with some comedy lyrics. His 
encore brings out Stan Ross for 
some double feature impersonations, 
{one’ doing: the voice, the other ex- 





| other 


overflowing | 


pressions and character acting. 
Scored solidly. : 

Jo Stafford, ome a single for the 
first time, as pinch hitter for Sinatra, 
punches over ‘Blues in the Night’ in 
a special arrangemert and ‘Man I 
Love” Band does its best brass- 
blasting, with spotlighted soloists, on 
‘Hawaiian Yar Chant,’ ‘Tallulah’ and 
‘Jersey Bounce.’ In all, 46 minutes of 
good Tommy ‘Yorseyiana, inter- 
spersed with whistling and cheers 
from constituents who all sway and 
swing the jazz way. ; 

Attendance at first show capacity, 
with solid lockout jamming the 
lobby. Arke. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 15. 
‘Smart Set’ Revue, with Jack Leon- 
ard, Youman Bros. & Frances (3), 
Jim & Chuckie Hess, Emmett Old- 
field & Co. (2), Brucettes (6), Niess 
Trio; ‘Prisoner of Japan’ (PRC). 











Keith’s this week 
with six well- 


Vaudeville at 
runs on even keel, 


| matched acts in smooth flowing show 


though there isn’t a standout to sock 
customers. One fault is in running 
order, for Niess trio is good trampo- 
line turn but hasn’t enough flash for 


!rousing close. Bill further handi- 
capped by last-minute booking 
changes. 


Jack Leonard throws all his ample 
bulk into solid performance as m.c. 
and headliner. He salves other acts 
neatly, kids the audience and sparks 
show with his gags. Pulls amusing 
odds and ends out of comedy grab- 
bag in his own turn, specializing in 
imitations of an elephant, Veronica 
Lake, a humming bird, jailbird, stool 
pigeon, Mussolini and Fred Astaire 


| He’s an amiable, good-natured clow:.. 


The Youman Brothers and Frances 
offer a diverting musical novelty 
with a nifty instrumental combina- 
tion, violin, clarinet and accordion. 
They go in for imitations, too, giv- 
ing impressions of top name bands 
easily identified through theme mu- 
sic. On their own. they play color- 


| ful arrangements of ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
| and Liszt's ‘Liebestraum’ for a classic 
; touch. 


The Isc on the clarinet can 
make it talk. There used to be four 
brothers in the act; two now. 

Jim and Chuckie Hess, dance team, 


offer a couple of novelty routines, | 


the best being their precision taps 
while bound together by the ankles 
with chains. They also do an old- 
fashioned sand dance, which is all 
right if the nerves are good. 
like fingernails scraping on a black- 
board. ‘ 

Six Brucettes, young Amazons who 
look good enough to be in a chorus, 


put lots of pepper into their athletic | 


act. They make it lively with whirl- 
wind handsprings, cartwheels and 
acrobatic stunts. They also 
build statuesque pyramids that also 


{look good. Emmett Oldfield and his 


partner are acrobats, too, but comedy 
is their strong point. They work 
their arms and legs into all kinds of 
impossible tangles but finally 
wind to do a couple of tricks legit. 
They have their own ideas of what’s 
funny about an acrobatic act and 
they go over big. The Niess trio 
comes last on a bill that’s overloaded 
; with acrobats. They vary 
bouncing around on the 
with some aerial stunts. 
trio is a comedian who 
pants fer a laugh 


bedspring 
One of the 
loses his 


Corb. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 
(STEEL PIER) 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 
The Smoothies (3), Paul Sydell & 
Spotty, Walter Long, Canfield Smith, 


| Dick Dana, Charies Kemper, Ed 
Kaplan, George Haggerty, Ben 
Yost Singer (9), John McConnell’s 


Orch; ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A,’ (20th). 


The vocalling Smoothies, together | 


with unusually good performance of 
the built-up Modern Minstrels Act, 
top nice bill at Music Hall this week. 
Smoothies please with “Three Liitle 


Sisters, ‘Kalamazoo, and ‘Jersey 
Bounce,” among others, taking four 
bows at performance caught Satur- | 
day. 

Minstrels feature comedy skits, 
with Dick Dana. emcee, straighting | 
for George Haggerty, Charlie | 
Kemper and Ed. Kaplan. Went 
great with this mob. Ben Yost 


| Singers open show with ‘Great Day’ 
jand repeat their pronounced success 
|of few weeks back when they did 
| patriotic songs such as ‘We Did It 
Before. ‘This Is Worth Fighting For’ 
and ‘Johnny Doughboy.’ Singers, 
dressed in khaki, received tremen- 
dous hand on this number. Jimmy 
Kavanaugh, one of Yosters, who has 
been soloing each week, does nicely 
with three spots this week. 

Paul Sydell and his dog, ‘Spotty.’ 
give fine exhibition of well trained 
balancing. Canfield Smith draws 
plenty laughs with his ventriloquist 
banter and clever voice-throwing. 
, One of the best received acts of this 
| kind seen here in some time. Walter 
Long, in neat tap number, continues 
as a holdover from last week. Cart. 





Billy Leach, Pittsburgh singer who 
left KDKA there to join Raymond 
Scott several months ago, will be 
Guy Limbardo’s new male vocalist 
when Royal Canadians resume next 
;week after two-month layoff. 





Sounds | 


un- | 


their | 











Barrymore 


Continued from page ! 





gaws, picked up nobody knew where 
by a man who apparently 
everything except his old 
garters, 

There stood, for example, the ver- 
tebrae of a whale, not 15 feet from 
where reposed under glass a collec- 
tor’s iter. It was a $5,000 ¥roissant 
first edition froin ‘he 15th Century, 
beautifully engraved and hand paint- 
ed on vellum. But it showed signs of 
having been left out in the rain. The 
actor, in a moment of abstraction, 


had used it as a door stop on windy 
nights. 


There was a very fine Barrymore 
head in marble, done by Paul Man- 
ship, and also the original letter 
from President Lincoln to Grand- 
mother Louisa Drew, signed ‘Yours 
tr. A. Lincoln.’ These were bequests 
to the actor’s children, but they are 
going with the rest, in an attempt to 
satisfy the indebtedness of the man 
who made millions, kept only these 
personal effects (worth perhaps 
$200,000) and will wind up settling 
| for less than $25,000 at the auction. 


Time was when the Barrymore bed 
—an Italian renaissance piece—might 
have brought half that amount, just 
on the basis of associations, or some- 
thing. On the same ground, there 
was the fragment from Ucceloa, 
painted by Barrymore with John 
Decker. The former coyly inserted 2 
Rabelaisian touch to this scene from 
the Crusades, the detail, however, 
not being evident until studied at 
some length. 


The collection is more than rea- 
sonably prodigal of items with valid 
merit, though often enough this is 
forgotten in the contrast of seeing 
strangely related pieces of no value 
at all. 
| There are 400 stuffed birds from 
Barrymore's former aviary, a stuffed 
crocodile he shot, a stuffed Kodiak 
! bear he shot, a rare fossil print of a 
| fern, millions of years old; duelling 
| pistols that are museum pieces, a 
combination foot rest and cuspidor— 
| in needlepoint; an .oil painting of a 
| lady being measured for a chastity 
| belt and a mounted sea gull, with a 


|; wooden leg. 


Saved 
sleeve 





There is the safe in which reposed 
| the costly liquors of the late John 
Drew; a rare second edition of ‘Alice 
| In Wonderiand,’ an arbelest, which is 
}an English cross-bow used during 
the Crusades; filgreed silver, some 
almost priceless glassware; a study 
|of Barrymore by Sargent, and a pair 
heads. 


These are mounted behind a cur- 
i tain on a tiny stage, like a Punch and 
Judy show. The hair has ,continued 
to grow. And it’s said that John 
once called in a barber, but thought 
better of it. 


| of shriveled human 


There’s a program from the Drury 
| Lane Theatre in 1821; some pastels, 
| beautifully delicate, a silver crucifix; 
|a picture of himself, by himself, 
| playing Hamlet; a phonograph rec- 
ord, ‘The Shrine of St. Cecilia; a 
; photograph of Barrymore and Win- 
| ston Churchill; a pirate chest with a 
| lock mechanism more complicated 
| than that on the front door of the 
| Federal Reserve; some flawless china 
|—as fragile as a wine glass—and a 
stuffed pet vulture. 

This was by no means all. It was 
|} enough, however, to prompt local 
| writers to state with unanimity that 
| the collection was an index to the 
man’s character, which may have 
been so. But if an index was what 
they wanted, they needn’t have gone 
in at all. They could have stood on 
| the other side of the street, and re- 
flected upon the fact that all that 
was earthly of the late John Barry- 
more was being exhibited in a dusty, 
disused loft over an open-faced mar- 
ket in third rate part of the town. 


| 











Saratoga 


Continued from page 1 





gambling dictum, insisting that the 
state laws be vigorously enforced. 

A good many of the casinos run 
nitery adjuncts and they went in 
heavily for name talent this season. 
Had Lehman’s order come one week 
earlier, they, too, would have faced 
the eight-ball. 


Joe E. Lewis is currently head- 
lining at Piping Rock, where Monte 
Proser has his N. Y¥. Copacabana 
show. Gracie Fields is toplining the 
show at Riley’s Lake House and she 
alone represents a salary nut of 
$2,500 weekly. She opened Aug. 10 
fo: two weeks, closing Aug. 24 with 
the season. 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF AUGUST 21 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (19) 

Lalage 

Lowe, Hite & Stan 
Billy House 

Linda Ware 

Smith & Dale i ; 
Mary Raye & Naldi 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (21) 
Paul Whiteman Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (21) 

Tony Pastor Ore 
Terry & Ralph Rio 
Jimmy Rae 
Rhythm Rockets 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY | King Sis 


Paramount (19) 
Skinnay Ennis Bd 
Ink Spots 
Willie Shore 
Knight Sis 

CHICAGO 
Chicago (21) 
Alvino Rey Ore 


King & Arlena 
Senor Wences 
MIAMI 
Olympia (19-22) 
3 Hylton Sis 
Jimmy Edmondson 
Ray & Harrison 
Bill Ames 
Adriana & Charly 








RKO 





BQSTON 
Keiths , aed (21) 


Andrews Sis 
Will Osborne Ore 
Wesson Bros 

(14) 


Martha Raye 

Charlie Barnet Ore 

Acromaniacs 

Paul Regan 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (21) 

Horace Heidt Ore 

(14 


) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 





Armando & Lita 
Barton & Stone 
Bob Dupont 
DAYTON 
Colonial (21) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Armando & Lita 
Barton & Stone 
Bob Dupont 
(14) 


Jan Garber Ore 
The Ghezzis 
Katherine Harris 
Howard Nichols 
Morey & Eaton 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (21) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Sterner Sis 
The Nonchalants 
i4 


Sammy Kaye Orc 

Sterner Sis 

The Nonchalants 

PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (21) 

Glenn Miller Ore 

Wally Brown 

(14) 

Stan Kenton Ore 

3 Stooges 

Jackie Cooper 

Dorese Midgley 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (21) 
Pau! Whiteman Orc 
Murtagh Sis 
Martin Bros 

(14) 

Horace Heidt Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (21) 

Roxyettes 

Shea & Raymond 
Edward Roecker 
Lyda S 


Roxyettes 

Bea Wain 

Ralph Hawkins Ore 
Buster Shaver 
Bobby May 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (20) 
Miriam Lavell 
Bob Evans 
Nicholas Docks 
June Forrest 
George Griffin 
Muriel Gray 
Norma Gentner 
Irene Zambelll 
Roxy (21) 
Gaines & Jeanne 
Jeanne Brideson 
Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl 
Ben Yost 
Harpers Jitterbugs 
G Foster Roxyettes 
Paul Ash Ore 
46th St. Theatre 
Lou Holtz 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 
Paul Draper 
Haze} Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
Lou Forman 
Bricklayers 
AKRON 
Palace (21-24) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Paul Regan 
Lane & Ward 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (21) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Acromaniacs 
Byrne Sis 
Val Setz 
3 Stooges 
Louis Prima Ore 
Ben Yost’s Singers 
George Haggerty 
Charles Kemper 
Dick Dana 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (21) 
George Beatty 
3 Murphy Sis 





Dick & Dot Remy 
Martels & Mignon 
State (20-21) 
Retty Donnelly 3 

Al Flasso 
4 Queens 
(23-26) 
Ferris & T Roberts 
Bert Walton 
CAMDEN 
Towers (21-23) 
JI Holst & Milady 
Eddie Blum 
Shy Sis 
Marty May 
4 Kit Kats 
HARRISBURG 
State (24-26) 
Dick Jurgens Ore 
(20-22) 
Harrv Howard's Co 
HARTFORD 
State (21-23) 
Jackie Cooper 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 
Peg Leg Bates 
Buster West 
Lucille Page 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (21-24) 
Henri Therrien 
Stone & Lee 
Dance Fables 
(26-27) 
2 Karolis 
Faye & Mason 
Bob Howard 
4 Queens 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 
(23d only) 
2 Karolis 
Henri Therrien 
Stone & Lee 
4 Queens 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (25-27) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Paul Regan 
Lane & Ward 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Ben Marden Riviera 
Chavez Ore 
Pancho Ore 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Evelyn Daw 
Lynn & Marianne 
Norma Lucero 
Shirl Thomas 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Hatfry Donelly 
Charlie Ross 





Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Zerca Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Sddie South Ore 
Carol Channing 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Milward Tyler 





‘Pete Johnson 


Revuers 

Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 


Cerutti’s 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 


Rosal’d MacNamara 
Maurice Shaw Orc 


Claremont Inn 


Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Ricardel Orc 
Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Helen Fox 
June. Barrett 
Dolores Colvert 
Marion Myles 
Allan Sis 
Larry Ward Ore 
Club Samoa 
Mabelle Russelle 
Linda Castro 
Ching 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Harriet Hoctor 
W. C. Handy 
Pansy the Horse 
Willie Solar 
Caits Farm 
Billy Wells 
Four Fays 
Herman Hyde Co 
Lucienne & Asbour 
Eddie Eddy 
Perlita 
Virginia Mayo 
Pedro Lopez 
June Melva 
Great Daniel 
Emma Francis 
Norine Robinson 
Nellie Durkin 
Billy Banks 
Perry Bruskin 
M Montgomery 
Roy Fox Orc 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Club 18 
Frankie Hyers 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Diane Fontane 
Hazel McNulty 
Gaye Dixon 
Jerry Blanchard 
Joe Frisco 
El Chico 
Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 
Satch & Satchel 
Margo Good 
Herman Chittison 
Carol Lord 
Tookie Hunter 
Red Norvo Ore 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
Narita 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
51 Club 
Tommy Raft 
Tubby Rives 
Barbara Lee 
Harriet Brent 
Rene Villon 
Sonny Lovett 
Louise Stuart 
Stuart Ore 
Fisher’s Gay 
Annie Kent 
Betty Jane Carlton 
Lounie Grace 
Minnie Allen 
Gay 90's 4 & Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Franco & Beryl 
Cansino & Cortez 
Myrta Silva 
Hilda Moreno 
Maya Orc 
Don Gilberto Orc 
Latin Senoritas 
Hickory House 
Ancil Sweet 
Peggy Stevens 
Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
Alvino Ore 
King 
Hotel 


Ore 


90's 


Rey 
Sisters 
Belmont 

Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Bill Johnson 
Manor & Mignon 
Jack Marshall 
Bil] Johnson 
Bob Parks 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 
Haze! Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Hotel Essex House 

(Casino on Park) 
Rich. Himber Orc 
Perry Martin 

Hote! Lexington 
(Hawaiian Rm) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikali 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Dick Robe 
Hotel New Yorker | 
(Terrace Room) i 
Johnr Lk 


Ror rR 


rtson Orc} 


g Ore 


Bissell & Farley 
Peter Killam 
Mark Plant 
Ariane 
Hotel N.o 1 5th Ave. 
Jaye Martin 
Anne White 
Downey & Gregg 
Hazel Webster 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Yacht Club Boys 
Giover & La Maye 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Weson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvanta 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Arthur Carney 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Ben Cutler 
DiGatanos 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Walter Perner Orch 


Mother Kelly’s 


Mildred Fenton 

Sid Tomac 

Reiss Bros 

Cully Richards 

Danny Rogers 

Joe Oakie 

Hilde Simmons 

Lolita Cordoba 

Florida Beauties 

Manny Gates’ Ore 
19th Hole Club 

Marion Powers 

3 Caddies 

Angel Velez Ore 

Snub Mosely Ore 

Onyx Club 

Bobbie Dunne 

Dale Belmont 

Ann White 

Baby Hines 


Old Roumanian 


Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Queen Mary 
Vera Nova 
Carro) Chappelle 
Betty Carter 
Bill Glass Ore 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Vera- Sanoft 
Ashburns 
Rainbow Room 
Walton & O’Rourke 
Ray English 
Martha Errolle 
Lawr. Andrini Ore 
Jane Deering 
Continentals 
Cavallero Org 
Rogers Corner 
Johnny Pineapple 
Harry Lefcourt Ore 
Jean Claire 
Pat Rooney, Sr 
Ross MacLean 
Harold Green 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 





Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoft 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Sawdust Trail 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Arthur Blake 
Noble & King 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 


The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 

Ubangi Club 


Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Rubber Legs Wm’'s 
Abbey Ore 
Versailles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Wally Borg 
Leslie & Carroll 
Marj Fielding’s-Co 
Rossi Sisters 
J Mignac 
Ilsa Kevin 
Mae Blondell 
| Mary Ganly 
Village Barn 
John Griffin 
The Blentons 
Diane Davis 
Alkali Ike 
Al Robinson 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D Beanett 
Leadbelly 
Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood $3 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Lilyan Dell 
Tommy Hayden 
Doris Neilson 
Chas Bowman Ore 
Theodore Brooks 








The Paulens 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Kitz Roof) 
Nat Brandwynne O 

Carole Bruce 

Georges & Jalna 

Bunny Waters 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 


Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Koom) 
Jack Edwards Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 


Jimmy McHale Orc 
Jolene 
Ella Wilson 


Helen Douglas 

Elaine Morrison 
Ken 

Bill Davidson Ore 

Russ Howard 


Rio Casino 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 
Lamb-Yokum 
Gladys Lamb 
tube Youkum 
Betty Wharton 
Duffy & Tobin 
Adele Henny 

Savoy 
Sabby Lewis 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Howie & Davies 
West & North 
Jimmy Marr 
Doris Abbott 


The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elves Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes 5 

Tic-Toe 


Rev 


Ore 





Pee Wee Russell 


McFarland T Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Emil Pett 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Talia 
Hadley Gls 
Don & Sal Jennings 
(Tavern Room) 
Edith Lorand Ore 
Blackhawk 
Novak & Fay 
Dorothy Dale 
Jeri Sullivan 
Art Jarrett Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm) 
Johnny Duffy Orc 
Patti Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
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Hotel Savoy Plaza 
«(Cafe Lounge) 
Renee DeMarco 
Jodie, Normie & 
Roy Ross Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Conchita Martinez 
Mario & Floria 
3 Pitchmen 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Orc 
Hurricane 
Billy Vine 
The Whelans 
Ann Leste: 
jarr & Estes 
Jerry Bergman 
Quinton Orc 
Warren Or« 
Iceland Restaurant 
Freddie Bernard 
Jack Lane Co 
Fredericka 
Mona Windell 
Bogash & Bardine 
Kolette & Deane 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Gracie Barrie 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Nelda Duprie 
Jeri Withee 
Leonard Ware 3 
Dianne Reed 
Rosalie Gibson 
Thelma Carpenter 
Walter Fuller Ore 
La Conga 
Marion Colby 
J o¢ Faye 
Jack Albertson 
Ruth Godfrey 
Jimmy Alexander 
l Tyrell 
rkins 
Derothy Roberts 
Sacassas Or 
Jack Harris Ore 


Ted A 


La Martinique 
Mercedita 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Doc Marcus 
Slate Bros. 

Fay Carroll 
Stanley Twins 
The Chadwickes 
Paul Remos 

Gil Galvau 
Helen Carroll 
Varsity 6 

La Vie Parisienne 
Luba Malina 

G. Ra rerrell 
Gabrielle 

Rasha & Mirks 

Teon & Eddie's 
Johnny Morgan 
Leo Fuld 
Arnaut sros 
Jean Mode 





Bobby Tables 
Caesar & Rosita 
The QO) 


wW Va 


Babette’s Club 


Norma 

Arline Chandler 

S & B Carlisle 
Milton Huber Ore 
Bath & Turf Club 


Marie Austin 
Jerry Cooper 
Lola & Andre 
Dinorah 
Eric Correa Ore 
Bishop’s Savoy 
Augie Bond 3 
Breaker’s Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
Beale St Boys 
Pear) Williams 
Chateau Renault 
Sid Rose 
Al Francis 3 
4 Stylists 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Chelsea Trio 
Child’s Cktl Lounge 
Myron Hanley Ore 
Mildred Stanley 
Chez Paree 
Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
Sunny Rae 
Cliquot Club 
Lenny Ross 
foni Sorrell 
Ruth Warren 
Betty Gaynor 
Jacque Hill 
Ellaine Ellis 
Club Harlem 
Larry Steele 
J Gorham’s Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Viola Jefferson 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Helen Penn's Co 


Beachcomber 


H Morrissey Orc 
Chico Simone vure 
Artie Dann 
Beach-charmers (5) 


Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Evangeline 
The Ruton: 
Archie & Lucille 
Stuart & Lea 

Casa Manana 
(Theatre-Club) 
Harrison Aulger 
Addison Aulger 
Louise Sherwood 
Billy Kelley 
(Musical Bar) 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
June Weiting 
Sylvia Froos 
Frank & J Hubert 
Flo McCabe Girls 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Club Madrid 
Jackie Law 
Teddy & Terry 
Nanette 

Club Nomad 
Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
s3obby Bernard 
Mari Kim 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Joe Quintelle Ore 

Dude Ranch 
Biil Valee 
tary Gray 
Serenaders Ore 
Cowboy Ore 

Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan De Mar 
Marley 
Russ Taylor 
Gables Orc 

Herman’s Music 
Bar 


} 


Jimmy Solar 


Jockey’s Derby Cl'b 


Kiki Hall 

Peppi Carman 

Helene 

Teddy Kelle: 
Paddock Int'l 

Zorita 

Yvonettes Rev 

Betty Coette 


Frances Carroll 
Willy Dennis 
Marie Kibbey 
Bob Bell 
Paradise Club 
Ford-Bowie-FPailey 
Bobby Evans 
Susannah Churchill 
Chris Columbus Ore 
Lenox Ave Co 
Margaret Watkins 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Al Francis Ore 





BOSTON 


1 


| Copley Square Hotel | 








Bill Bailey Buddy Smith's Ore 
Richard Lane Jack Manning Ore 
Tris Ison in 
Henriquetta Brazil | : er 
Cocoanut Grove | B I —_ eS 
Mickey Alpert Ore | D oe Sat nnis 
Alfred Pineda Ore |; peared 
Buster Keim Rev ome Harris 
Billy Paine | Hotel Fensgate 
Sanders Bros. (Satire Room) 
joan Tapper | Nora Sheridan 
May Castel |} Elsie Hou " i 
(Melody Lounge) | Allen Jones 
| Herb Lewis | Neil Phillips 
efaria Garretson | 
a epley Plaza ; } Hotel Lenox 
(Sheraton Room) Jose Ore 
Ray Morton Or ta 


Hildegarde 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbe 


A DeFor! 

Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 

Freddy Rubin Ore 


il 
Fox & Hounds Club | 


(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Ma n Frances 
Charles Woll Or« 
Milton George Orc 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman 
Frank Petty 
Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Kenny Brilliant 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 


Ore 


(National Room) 
Hal 


Roberts Ore 
Hotel Essex 






| Maurice 


| Olga Anton 





Thelma White 
Margie Kelly 
Mel Cole Ore 
Nan Houston 
Milton-Ann 
Cordon & Sawyer 
Ted Smith 
Chez Paree 
Benny Fields 
Al Bernie 
Jack Cole 
Chester Dolphin 
tees Adorables 
‘ranklin Ore 
Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
D De Houghton 
Cal Herbert 
Cassandra 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 
#rimrose & Gold 
Workmans 
Mildred & Maurice 
Charlotte Van Dal 
Bloise Adair 
Jack Prince 
Don Lang Orc 

Drake Hotel 
(Camilia House) 
Adrienne 


Ray Benson Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Shep Fields Ore 
t Ambassadorettes 

Jack Holst 


Dorben Gls 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 
Rathskellar 
Louie & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Magley Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
885 Club 
Collette Lyons 
Larry Storch 
Mark Talent Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Downbeat Rm 


Stuff Smith Ore 

38 Sharps & Flats 

Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Billy Chandler Ore 
Eileen O'Hara 
Mary Sinclair 
Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
8 Commanders 
3 Makebelieves 
New Yorkers Ore 
Chet Roble 
Jane Kaye 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
L’Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Devron 
Isobel de Marco 
La Saile Hotel 
(Pan-Am Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
Latin Quarter 


Harry Stevens 

3 Guesses 
Brucetta 

Lee Sullivar 

Tip Top Gis 
Joe Norman Orc 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Tommy Tucker 
Nick Brodure 
The Nelsons 
Abbott Gls 
tilly De Wolfe 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Chas Spivak Ore 
Garry Stevens 
College Inn Models 
Carl Marx 
606 Club 
June March 
Paul Mall 
Suzan Shaw 
Janine Camp 
Bobby Joyce & G 
Diane Ray 
Lee Voyer 
Florenza 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 





Yar Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Two Gunsetts 
Leonardo Amaresco 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Gregory & Raymond 

Eldorado Club 
Olga Godec 
Johnny Kaliihul Orc 
Ilona de Bournat 

Hotel Carter 
Charles Wick Orc 

Hotel Cleveland 
Duffy Ore 
Fenway Hall 
and Webb 
Hotel Hollenden 
Ann McCabe 
& Maryea 
non 


George 
Hotel 


Jules 


Sara 


Sloan & Gary 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 

Jules Duke Orc 
La Conga Club 
Manuel D Bibbins O 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Three Bits Rhythr 

Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Charlo & Dupree 
lorie Livingston 
Herb Hagenor Ore 
Regal Club 
Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Leon Le Verdie 
Hal Hall 
}Don Walsh 





| Duct 
| 
| 
; 


Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 

Ren Ore 

Jan 


Young 
Martel 
(Mdétor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 
Bowery 
Lester 
cliff 


Jerry 
Paddy 
Dian Rowland 
tigoletto Bros 
Aimee Sisters 
Donay 
Harvey Stone 
Donn Arden Co 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Jack Ross 
= Casanova 
Ethel Shutta 
Carmelita & Lee 
Andre & Frances 


Sisters 


Spizzie & Willie 
Rhythm Rrown 
H’thorne & H'ison 
3everly White 
Bette Roche 
Tropical 3 
Congo Ore 
Haymarket 
Carl & Arlene 
Jack Morrison 
Milo & Vagge.- 
Mary Randolph 
Wally Joh] 
Charmettes Ore 
London Chop Hotise 


Caroll & Gorman 

Ethel Howe 

Ruby Ore 

Sammy Dilbert Orc 

Olde Wayne Club 

Jimmy Clark Ore 

Joan Chapman 
Paim Beach 


Gus Howard 
Wynn Twins 
Dorothy Gerron 
Don Pablo Ore 


3 Chords 

Raul & Eva Reyes 
Germaine & Joel 
Royalettes 

Carl Bonner 

Bill McCune Ore 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Jackie Green 
Mae Brewster 
Geo Tibbles Oro 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 
Ann Triola 
Bill Hoffman 
Bill Jordan 
Larry Burke 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Ray Wilbert 
Jimmy Ray 
Harris & Shore 
The Stappeltons 
Penny Lee 
Joe Reichman Ore 

Casa Manana 

Lionel Hampton Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Orc 

Earl Carrolls 
West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Happy Felton 
LaVonn Moyer 
Dorothy Ford 
Wiere Bros. 

Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 
Al Norman 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Fred Scott 

Mills Bros 

Sugar Geise 

Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovanni 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 


Charlie Foy’s Club 


Wonder Bar 
Aylene Mason 
Rita Martin 
Ruth McCullough 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Guy Welsh ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Jane Keane 
Harry Burns 
Les Barnett Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Casey Thompson 
Vivian Marshal 
P Lind Hayes Ore 
Sherry Cameron 
Cravat 
Harry Carrol] 
Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Ore 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
George Redman 
Margaret Padula 
Bob Murphy 
Louisiana 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Lena Horne 
Phil Ohman Ore 
Palladium 
Woody Herman Ore 
M Malneck Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Jackie Gleason 
Louis De Pron 
Norma Squires 
Patricia Page 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Art Tatum 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Loumel Morgan 8 
Walter Johnson 
Trianon 
Count Basie 
Trouville Club 
Lee & Lester 





Charley Foy 
Tim & Irene 


Bar of Music 
Roger Roland 
Felix De Cola 
Mike Doyle 

Clover Club 
John Hale 
Pal Mar Dance 
Sanchez Orc 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 
Kenny Shaffer 3 
3 Tones 


Club Ball 


The Leslies 2 
Arthur Blake 
Barbara Belmore 
Susan Carol 
Balilovelies 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Luis Fernandez Ore 
Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel) 


Walter Miller Orch 
Ben Franklin 


Lucille Johnson 
Betty & F Roberts 
Honey Murray 


Kay Hunt 

Herb Woods Ore 
Carroll’s 

Eloise Mock 

Fred Swift 

Little Joe & T Lou 

Frankie Belasco 

Dawn Lovely 

Gaines Orc 


Carrollettes 
Betty Huntingdon 
Clendennings 

Adrian Rollini 
Johny Paris 
College Ina 
Ray 
Garat 
Hall 
Josephine 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 
Warren Boden 
Lola Clair 
Yvonne Kerr 
Jack Bell 
Marie Schaffer 
Brown & Lee 
Jimmy Evans 
Jesse Altmille 
Pedro Blanco 
Embassy 
Zola Grey 
Grace Edwards 
Anne Rupert 
Grace Hewson 
Dorothy Porter 
Embassyiphs +¢ 
Geo Clifford 
Pat Sherlin 


Sunny 
Peppet 


Frank 


Ore 


Ore 


Billie Holiday 
Barney Bigard Ore 


MIAMI 


Club Bali 
Irene Wolf 
taliettes 8 
Tommy Nunez Ore 
Earle Hanson Ore 
Kitty Davis’s 
Hy Sands 
Chick Thomas 


PHILADELPHIA 


Shirley Lloyd 
Minstrel 


Vee Austin 
Ed McGoldrick Jr 


Tavern 


Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Michael Wayne 


Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed MeGoldrick Sr 
Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Sam Eyice 
Williams 
Neil. Dieghan’s 
Mariiee Echo 
Duke Art 
Barron Twins 
Frank Murtha 
Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 
Frank Reynolds 
Suzettes (4) 
De Wayne 
Harry itolly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
3unny Leroy 
Bernardettes 6 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Judi Lee 


Cookie 


Geo 


Frank Talumbo's 
Frankie Schluth 
Brown & Lee 
Iris Wayne 
Jeanettes 
Gloria French 

Kainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Ore 

Ritz Carlton 
Howard Ore 
Roman Grille 
Chaa & J lravere 

Sandy McPherson 
Gloria Date 
Marty Devine Orch 

River Drive Ter 

Dick Wharton Ore 


Sam’s Cafe 


Lanin 





Germantown Bar 
Louis Scott 
Gloria Mann 
Midge W ill ams 
Don Renaido 


(H Walten Roof) | 





| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 





Royale 





Jessica Garwood 
W ney Ruhl Ore 
Congo 


Club 


Je Kruger 

Peggry Loeb 

G ir Gis 

R e Gallo 

Eddie De Luca Orc; 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller | 
Lee Warwich 
Boyd & Chapman 
Marie Holtz 

Music Hall Gls 
Esther Burke 
Agnes Parry 

Dave Gold Ore 
Lexington Casino 
Janis 
Niles & Jo-Ann 











ver Ore } 


Little 
H’wood Brunettes 
Johnny & George | 
Ugo Martinelll 
‘ambeth’ 
ldie Schaffer 


Saks & 
LD § 
Barbara Relmore 
Victor Hugo's Orc 


Lou's Chancellor Bar) 


‘Ff 
Ja 


Rathskeller | ' 


(Coniinued or 


Jean Williams 
Cecil Alexander 
Joe Jovanelly 

Bill Kelly 

Jerry Marcella 
Kings of Rhythm 
Mike Ray Ore 

Sclolla’s 

Frankie Ri hardsoag 
VW & VW ide 

i he e King 
Geo K 108 

( rtis J ‘ Ore 
Silver Lake Inna 
lat Me ke 

Col Ge Reed 

I> & J Herman 
Al 8 Luce 

Moro & ¢ ta 
frank H sel Ore 
Sun tay Gardens 
Kather King 
sorraine 

Grace | in 

Sob K1 


Agnes Willis 


69th St. KRathskeller 
Elton Brown 
Sheridans 2 

Joyette > 

Jonn Keno 

Betty Campbell 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Carney 

Long 


‘at Tu l 


} & Anita 
nt Rizzo Ore 


‘ 


} MAES Sin n 


Town Tavern 
Nick Petite 


Murie! Brooks 

Ondy Furtong 

Pete Wills 

Joan Ojcott 

Mary Nov’‘s 

Traus Atinntle Lge 

In e-< Larnett 
page 46) 
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week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). 
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B way Still on Upbeat; Porgy’ Jumps 


To $16,000, ‘Miss’ Healthy $12,000. 





Upward trend in attendance con- | terially last wee’ 
tinues along Broadway. 


Last week 
there was rain almost daily, which | 
may have helped, but the humidity 
was high and continued over the 
weekend. Two Saroyan playlets, 
first debut »rior to the new season. 
epened Meuday (17). More shows 
are in rehearsal, but next premiere 
not due until end of month, or early 
September. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Across the Board on Tomorrow 
Morning,’ “Talking to You,’ Belascu 
(D-1,000; $3.30). Presented by Wil- 
liam Saroyan; written and staged by 
same; opened Monday (17); so-so 


were quoted over $16,000; big for col- 


ored cast operet* which is dated 


| out-of-town late next month. 


‘The New Moon,’ Carnegie Hail 
(M-2,760; $2.20). 
vival in spot never used for legit 
shows before; shows have been far- 
ing excellently: played ‘The Merry 
Widow’ five weeks. 

Vaude-Kevue 

‘Priorities of 1842,’ 46th St. (2lsi 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Vaudeville out- 
fit due to depait Sept. 5; even with 
one or two names wut, business !ast 
week went up: $17,000 estimated. 
‘Beat the Band’ dated to open 
Oct. 14. 





orem ‘MOON’ BIG $15,000 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (36th week) 
(D-789: $3.30). Perked up with the 
field and credited with better than 
$8,000; okay profit at the level and 
indefinite. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(82 week) (CD-893; $3.30). Pace also 
advanced for this stayer and gross 
was claimed around $11,000; opened 
Monday (17) in Los Angeles with 
original cast. 

‘Blithe Spirit, Booth (40th week) | 
(CD-712; $3.30). Playing seven per-| 
formances (no Mondays); pace better 
than before laying off and night at-| 
tendance virtual capacity; rated over 
$10.600. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (11th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Boxoffice strength | 
indicates good chance to hold its own 
against newer musicals in fall; rate. 
around $27.000. 

‘Junier Miss,’ Lyceum (4Ist week) | 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). Went upward more | 
than $1,000 last week and the gross 
went close to $12,000; should run into 
winter period. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (144th 
week) (C-1,052; $3.30). Right up with | 
straight play leaders; last week's 
gross claimed to have topped $12,000. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (M-1,450; 
$4..0). Resumed Monday (17) after | 
laying off four weeks; currently it is 
in 39th week; pace just prior to sus- | 
pension around $25,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen, Beck (86th | 





} 
| 


get ‘The Pirate’ some time in fall; 
meantime, fongstayer making good | 
profit with low scale; around $10,000 | 
again. | 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (37th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.49). 


House may | 


IN WASH. AT $2 TOP 


Washington, Aug. 18. 

John Steinbeck’s ‘Moon Is Down’, 
with a $2 top, drew $15,000 in eight 
performances at the National thea- 
tre for great mid-summer business. 
House spent $800 for a battery of 
large fans, but the weatherman was 
kind. Critics liked Conrad Nagel, 
but notices generally were luke- 
warm. 

‘My Sister Eileen’, which arrived 
Monday (17), came in with a healthy 
advance sale of close to $6,000, con- 





|sidered fine for the $1.50 top. Will 


be here for two weeks. 


Regular season at the National 
scheduled to open Sept. 7 with ‘V 


for Vickie’. 





‘Ladies’, 136, ‘Eileen’, 





Chicago, Aug. 18. 
Town is quiet on the legit end. 
Same two shows, ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
and ‘Good Night Ladies,’ are still 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘“Geod Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(18th week) (1,200; $2.75). Big win- 
ner despite weather, and again bet- 
tered $13,000. 





et new tenant in autumn, but if : a ; 

~1t Re revue stands up in should| “My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (13th 

play into winter; around $27,000 week) (1,000; $1.65). Still here, 

cleimed. though threatening to leave; at 
‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (8th $6,000, okay for run and scale. 

week) (R-991;: $4.40). One of five | iat eee een 

musicals with $4.40 top oating 1 | eure F : 

coin; standees in most times and the | V $8 500 Wind 

takings top $24,000. inegar, b) ) S 


‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (5th week) | 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Holding great draw, | 
which principally comes from Radio | 
City crowds; quoted over $34,000 last 


week: house cant get much more 
at cale. 

‘Uncle Barry,’ Broadhurst (12th 
week) (D-1,142; $3.30). Another 


straight show that is drawing satis- | 
factorily, if not big business; rated 
around $8,500 last week. 
Added 
‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (6th 
week) (R-1,942; $4.40). Business so 
big that the Army show’s date has 
been extended another four weeks, 
taking it through September; $47,600. 
‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (12th week) (C-1,520: | 
$1.65). Spotted in large capacity the- | 
atre, reprat engagement doing prof- 
itable business and management 
mentions possibility of even bigger 
house early in fall; more than $8,000. 
Revivals 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (30th 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Jumped ma- 
































Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 
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SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Sereon and Radic 
25 West 45th Street, Mew York 
Bit West 7th Street, Los Angeles 








| Vinegar 
} week run 


Up 8-Wk. Detroit Run 
Detroit, Aug. 

Henry Duffy, at the Lafayette 
Sunday night (16) took George 


Kelly’s ‘The Show-Off,’ starring Joe 
E. Brown, out of wraps. 


Going on the evidence of opening | 
| night reaction, Brown may do even | 


than Billie 


Tree’ 


better Burke in ‘The 
which closed eight- 
in house with estimated 
final tally of sweet $8,500. 


‘Claudia’ Big $17,000 
In 2d Frisco Week 


San Francisco, Aug. 18. 
‘Claudia’ was on the upgrade in its 
second week at the Geary theatre. 
Tallied estimated hefty $17,000, at 
a $2.75 top, and gives promise of a 
| long run. 


Lederer N.G. 46 in Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 15. 
With Francis Lederer reviving his 
role in S. N. Behrman’s ‘No -Time 
for Comedy,’ which he did two sea- 
sons ago with Katharine Cornell, 
summer season at the Royal 
Alexandra here saw Czech actor 
grossing estimated $4,100, n.g., in 
1,55l-seater scaled at $1.50 top. 
Ethel Britton played opposite. 
Qthers in cast included Ruth 
Conley, Ollie Burgoyne, Loring 
Smith, Dean Norton, Mack Inglis. 














Benefit for Injured Player 
Yellow Springs, O., Aug. 18. 

A vaudeville show was staged 
Sunday (16) at the Mauntz summer 
theatre in aid of Martha White, 
leading lady of the resident stock, 
who was injured in a fall. Benefit 
netted $390. 

That take, with contributions, 





brought the fund to around $450 


when the ioe | 


Third musical re- }. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Pirate’ — Playwrights, 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Beat the Band’—George Ab- 
bott. 

‘Count Me In’—Shuberts, 
Olsen & Johnson, Harry Kauf- 
man, Horace Schmidlapp, et al. 
} ‘Janie’—Brock Pembertor, Co- 
| lumbia Pictures. 

‘Strip for Action’ — Oscar 
Serlin, Lindsay & Crouse. 

‘I Killed the Count’—Frank 
Carrington, Agnes Morgan. 

‘Let Freedom’ Sing’—Youth 
Theatre, Inc. 


“‘SHOWBOAT’ WINDS UP 
ST. L. ALFRESCO SEASAN 


St. Louis, Aug. 18. 
Alfresco theatre of the 














The 





| Park wheeled into the home stretch 
jlast night (Monday), 
'Kern-Hammerstein operetia, ‘Show- 
| boat,” began a two-week stand to 
{wind up the 24th consecutive season. 
Presented three times previously, 
1930-34-38, the piece has drawn more 
than 350,000 payees. 


Cool breezes and some new faces 
in the cast brought out an opening 
night mob of 11,000 that grossed an 
estimated $5,000. It was the best 
opening night of the season. 

Two of the origina! players are 
repeating the roles created, Norma 
Terris, as Magnolia, and Sammy 
White, as Frank. Jed Prouty socks 
over the role of Captain Andy. John 
Tyers, subbing for Kenneth Spencer, 
Negro baritone who became ill, 
clicked in his rendition of ‘Old Man 
River. Other warbling stints are 
capably handled by Bob Lawrence, 
Gladys Baxter and Vicki Cummings. 
In support are Vincent Vernon, 








seven-night 

(16) with a swell b.o. record, rain 
House wil! | holding on until the new season ar- | all day Saturday (15) hurt, but more | 
| rives. 


{ 


| than 


.| Ruth Urban, Frederic Persson, Al 


$6,000 Hold Up in Chij 2e"mn 


| Minto 
| peating in the role of Queenie, as 


and Helen Raymond. 
Cato, Negro soprano, is re- 


she did in ’38. 
The ‘Wizard of Oz’ wound up its 
engagement Sunday 


10,000 attended. Piece at- 
tracted 72,000 persons and the take 
| was approximately $45,000. 


— —— 
| Play on Broadway 
Pes 

Across the Board on To- 


morrow Morning 
} 
| 





First of two playlets presented at 
felasco, N. Y., Monday ae. 27, “4e,. B 






a 


lliam Saroy tten and staged | 
iim; show is billed as the Saroyan Theatre 
settings for both by Cleon Throckmortun 
$3.30 top 
Harpist 
fhomas 


in; wi 


1 eee 
i ! . .+- Jane 


OB. .cocccccccsececeserocsees Carol Marcus 
Arthur Griffin 
Gilbert Advincula 
iti | 


Sotek 


T 
J 
J 
I 
I 
P 
R. J. Pinkerton....... 
Pablo.... Sudbvienes Cc. 
PONCHO, cocvscascvesces TT 
Sammy) see Lar 
Rhinlander 2-81582...... Lillian MW 
gp errr e ree ee Lewis Charles 
A Poet.. oa ees Maxwell Bodenheim 
Callaghan Mallory .William Piinee 


Bo 


ry , 
{IcGuinr 


| Mix the two playlets in any fashion | 
and it’s still Saroyan, indicating that | 


the Coast author, wrom some critics 
} call brilliant, is on cf »>m” n- 
| fusing writers of the day. Author, 
| who is his own backer, stager, etc.. 
plans a series of shows of his own 
plans a series of shows of h's own 
Present bill was announced for two 
weeks. which shou! ‘ont 

Ordinarily there would have been 
a general retreat from the house, 
virtually a steam room. There were 
ia numer of walke ‘ rf 
they were caught in a downpour, the 
like of which N. Y. has been treated 

» daily for more then a werk. so 
they stood under the canopy and 
| talked it over. Asked the signifi- 
cance of one baffling character, a 
}prominent showman replied: ‘I 
| haven’t the slightest idea,’ and he 
was not alone in that estimation. 

It is probable that the exodus 
would have started sooner, but for 
the fact that some first-nighters have 
a certain degree of respect for Sa- 
royan, with a nod to their favorite 
reviewers. Many of the speeches 
are se long that often, especially 
those uttered by the colored player 
Canada Lee during curtain drops, the 
performance becomes utterly boring. 
The Belasco has one of the most an- 
cient cooling systems in the world 


i be 


sult being that the first-nighters 
melted while they wondered. 
Saroyan certainly likes to write 
about saloonitics. Those in his ‘Time 
of Your Life’ were colorful, but in 
‘Across’ they all seem to be psycho- 
pathic cases. Scene is a restaurant 
with a small bar, and those who do 


(Continued on page 44) 








Municipal Theatre Assn. in Forest | 


when the 


’| Carella Alden, Conrad Janis, Milton 


and there wasn’t much ice fed it, re- | 


“Inside Stuf—Legit = 


With play scripts by name authors most scarce, it is known that Eugene 
O'Neill has two completed plays which he declines to release for pro. 
duction. They are ‘The Ice Man Cometh’ and ‘Through the Long Night’ 
Both scripts have been sent east from his northwestern home and were 
read, but returned at his order and placed in the O'Neill archives. 

Understood that the author has been in ill health, the reason why he 
has not completed his ‘Disinherited’ saga or cycle of nine plays. The 
series starts in New England in 1812, with subsequent locales throughout 
the land, all having to do with the same family. Expécted that when 
the saga is completed it will be dated 1944 or 1945. O'Neill's idea is 
that the two additional plays are not to be produced until the saga is 
completed. 





‘This Is the Army’ Broadway, N. Y., has drawn enthusiastic plaudits 
from the press, public and armed services, but so far as the latter are 
concerned there is o:e division that is puzzled. It is the Marine Corps, 
which feeis that it -iould be represented in some way, as is the Navy, 
for wherever there are sailors there are marines. First act finale of 
‘Army’ provides one of the show’s thrills when the Navy is supposed to 
‘take over.’ The matter of the marines was called to the attention of 
Irving Berlin and it is understood that he plans to write in a bit which 
will bring on several soldier-actors in Devil Dog uniforms. 

Fact that the Marine Corps is in the van of the invasion of the Solo- 
{mon Islands in the south Pacific would make their inclusion in the show 
' esPecially timety-——-" 








Shuberts were originally scheduled to be in on the San Carlo opera 
, season at Washington's Watergate, but when the rains came, according 
| to Fortune Gallo, they bowed out. Precipitation washed out four per- 
formances, with the promoters stuck for the salaries of 31 musicians, 
22 of them from Local 161. Union made a $5 concession on the $12 per- 
performance rate, but Gallo wants more. Rained out overas were given 
later, with the season extended, and attendance tip-top, 9,000 watching 
the postponed ‘Carmen,’ under auspices of the Newspaper Womens’ Club. 
In ‘Barber of Seville,’ singers hooked up lyrics and script, with such 
words as ‘Scram’ and ‘This is a helluva night for romance.’ Music critics 
were shocked at the modern streamlining. 

Interesting sidelight u.. sunt Me In,’ musical show which originated 
at the Catholic University, Washington, and which is being produced by 
the Shuberts, Harry Kaufman, Olsen and Johnson, Richard Krakuer, John 
| Cohn, Horace Schmidlapp, et al., is that the dominant personality of the 
| Original presentation was Father Gilbert V. Hartke, 37-year-old faculty 
member. He is a theatre enthusiast, stage director, former all-American 
football player and a foremost philosopher. He will make frequent visits 
to N. Y. to advise on the staging of ‘Count’ and will probably attend the 
Boston debut next month. 





John Oberg, a California writer not connected 
figure among the coming season’s dramatists with a comedy peculiarly 
j}entitled ‘Don’t Lose Your Mister.’ Young writer was east recently and 
the script was turned over to Richard (Dick) Madden, play agent 

Oberg won a writer’s contest with a playlet submitted in the Jean 
Hersholt ‘Dr. Christian’ radio competition. There were 7,000 contestants, 
prize being $2,000. 


with pictures, may 





Among the new plays slated for next season is ‘Adam's First Wife,’ 
| by Harriett Hinsdale and Walker Wear, latter being the son of D. Walker 
| Wear, a N. Y. state boxing commissioner. He and Paul Gordon are on 
| the Coast in the Warners studio. 

Gordon, who will present the play, was formerly connected with the 
| Theatre Pigalle, Paris. Show is said to have the backing of Edward 
one also a refugee. 





Date for ‘Claudia’ at the Auditorium, Oakland, Cal., here has been 
| canceled to permit extension of the San Francisco run at the Geary until 
| Sept. 12 or 26. Al Spink, ahead of the show, will be relieved Aug. 22 to 

return to N. Y., where he is slated to go out for ‘Lady in the Dark.’ John 
Pollock may go west to take over ‘Claudia.’ 





| 
| 


| Engagements 


Juanita Juarez, Miriam Le Velle, 
‘Beat the Band.’ 

Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Es- 
telle Winwood, William Le Massena, 


‘The Pirate.’ 


Linda Watkins, Gwenn Anderson, 
Howard St. John, Margaret Wallace, | 
’ | 


Janie 


U. Theatre D.C., Now 
Open to Road Shows 


Washington, Aug. 18. 
University theatre, seating 1,500, 
will soon throw open its doors and 
will be available for concert book- 
ings and limited touring attractions. 
Primarily built for the activities 
of George Washington University, 
playhouse will be union-operated. 
Stage has 60x40 opening and there 


Lois Wilson, Leonore Thomas, 
Sandra Holman, Robert Allen, Adri- 
enne Marden, Harry Ellerbe, Eileen 
Clarence, Loring Smith, Wade Dent, 


Karol, Joel Maston, Dan Barton, Ed- 
ward Hudson, John Campbell, Bob 
| Henry, Peter Lawrence, Elmer Mer- 
rion, ‘Junior Miss,’ Chicago company, 

Katherine Anderson, Lynn Arlen, 
| Peggy Romano, Marion Edwards, 
| Edgar Mason, Guerita Donnelly, Pat- 
rick Barry, Herb Kelt, Eric Woodley, 

‘harles Schneider, Rupert Baron, 
Sid Conrad, John Winter, ‘Junior 

















: is an adequate fly rift Counter- 
Miss,’ Boston company. wee dl : oo that le 7: ; bly 
~ : 1g system 1a Wl probab 
Charles Butterworth, Luella Gear, hat bauarinar athens t gece 
, ig attraction: yne-set 
Mary Healy, June Preisser, Milton | ion There ' ~ - t 
| SNOWS. Pe l me packstage 
Watson, Mellissa Mason, Hal Le Roy,| ~*~ ., a , ; 
_—— ; : ; | Switchboard and lighting system will 
Gower and Jeanne, Jean Darling, | ee ted f tabl t 
: ~ | be operated from a portable setup. 
Joe E. Marks, Welles Claire, Jeanne | sini . a oy 
Tyler, Jack Black, Ross Sisters, De- | 





bonairs, ‘Count Me In.’ 
Ferrar, Collette Lyons, Uta} 
Hagen, Taylor Holmes, Margaret 
Matzenauer, Charles Halton, Frank 
Conlon, Red Buttons, Edward Glover, 
‘V for Vickie.’ 
| Keenan Wynn, Joey Faye, Billy | 
| Koud, Murray Leonard, Boo La Von, 
| Jean Carter, Charles Kaye, Murray 
Friendman, Leslie Barrie, Owen 
| Martin, Arthur Tell, Tommy Farrell, 
‘Strip For Action.’ 

Doris Dalton, Clarence Derwent, 
Louis Hector, Ruth Holden, Le? Roi 
| Operti, Edgar Kent, Ethel Morvison, 


Jose 


YORK 


AND 





Golden Gate Theatre 
San Francisco—Aug. 13th 


THROW A POSEY TO 
Alfred Lunt for 


Bus-Boying at the 
Stage Door Canteen 














| Rafel Corio, Bertram Tanswell, ; ; 
|Robert Allen, James Gannin, ‘I Direction: Wm. Morris 
| Killed The Count.’ 

Gladys Cooper, Jill Esmond, 
Brenda Forbes, Rhys Williams. 


—PLAY’S THE THING— 


$125.00 cash and good commission to 
an henest persen who is officially 
connected with the theatre, opera or 
motion picture preducers who can help 
me sell an interesting musical play. 
Address Bex 26, ¢/o Variety, Wools 
Thea, Blig., Chicago. 


Nicholas Joy, ‘The Morning Star.’ 
Jessie Royce Landis, Clay Clem- 

;ent, Herbert Berghof, Dean Norton, 

| Jayne Cotter, ‘Twelve Midnight.’ 

| Jock Whiting, Romo Vincent, Toni | 

| Gilman, Eunice Healey, Jerry Lester, | 

|Susan Miller, Tommy Wonder, | 
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‘Macbeth’ Feud Slightly Shatters 
The Surprising Quiet Around Equity 








Although quiet prevails around 
Eauity for the first time in a long 
while, there is or was a sort of pri- 
vate feud between five players who 
were in the Maurice Evans-Judith- 
Anderson ‘Macbeth’ and the balance 
of the company. When the show 
played an army camp in the spring, 
there was a difference of opinion 
among the quintet about the idea. 
There was some sort of complaint 
made with Equity about it and a 
rule adopted about secret vote, 
when a show played outside per- 
formances cuffo or not. 

The quintet wrote a yarn for the 
Equity mag titled ‘Double, Double 
Toil and Trouble,’ that, in addition 
to the rule, steamed up the others 
in ‘Macbeth.’ Balance of the cast 
thereupon wrote their side of the 
matter and demanded it be printed 
in the Equity monthly as a ‘protest’ 
against the ‘Macbeth’ decision.’ As 
to the mag’s article, the majority of 
the players said the article ‘is not 
only in material respects false as to 
fact. but by-direct inference unjustly 
accuses all of us who did appear of 
participation in an attempt to un- 
dermine Equity conditions....and 
intimidation by the management.... 
nor were we permitted any oppor- 
tunity whatever to rebut the false- 
hoods and malicious insinuations ap- 
parently contained in them. 

Willingly at Camp Meade 

‘The fact that 17 Equity members 
in the ‘Macbeth’ company partici- 
pated in the presentation at Camp 
Meade willingly and without the 
slightest hint of coercion and intimi- 
dation is in itself an answer to the 
allegation of ‘undemocratic’ activi- 
ties....the expense money which 
we received for the four days we 
were at Camp Meade was substan- 
tially equal to Equity’s minimum 
pay for the three performances 
given and, incidentally, was far 
more in excess of the expenses 
which anybody could possibly incur 
while living at the Army Post.’ 

As to the camp date: ‘It was one 
of the most thrilling experiences 
that any one of us ever had: the 
reception by the soldiers was a 
glowing tribute to the legitimate 
theatre and an 





impressive demon- | 
stration of the need for fine stage | 
entertainment in the camps.’ The 


communication was 


signed by Miss | 


Anderson, Thelma Chandler, Ralph 
Clanton, Staats Cotsworth, Alex 
Courtney, Paul A. Foley. Viola 
Keats, Ada McFarland, Ernest 


Graves and Alfred Paschall. Others 
of the company could not be 
tacted, but were declared in 
pathy. 

It is understood that Evans paid | 
the players expenses to the tune of 
around $2,000. He proposed touring | 
the camps next season, but Evans } 
has been inducted in the Army, with | 
a Captain’s rating and will organize 
camp shows at remote posts. Evans. 
an Englishman, became a U. S. citi- 
zen last fall 


LEGIT MGRS. BUSY SKED 
WITH SHOW BIZ UNIONS: 


con- 
sym- 


Broadway managers face a busy | 
several weeks, during which new or 
revised contracts with no less than 
four Stage unions are expected to 
be negotiated through the League 
of New York Theatres. A second 
S€ssion with the Association of 
Agents and Managers, who seek a 
Pay boost of $25 weekly, was slated 
for Monday (17), but was put over 
until today (19), 

League stated that the voluminous 
document which ATAM calls a new 
agreement had to be digested. That 
work was completed Monday on 
Which day, the managers sent back 
a set of counter proposals. That the 
showmen were not in accord with 
the ATAM ideas is certain, managers 
classifying the changed pay and con- 
ditions as too drastic. 

League 








committee huddled with | 

‘ “i nin ~ =i ! 

musicians union yesterday (Tues- 
day) de mand fr m that adirect 

eeking a 20°: pay boost. The stage- 

4S are still angling to complete 


T 


Mark Wilson Hurt 


Philadelphia, Aug. 18. 

Mark W. Wilson, vet Philly press 
agent, was injured when he was 
struck by an auto in Atlantic City 
last week. Wilson, 55, suffered scalp, 
arm and chest injuries, none of them 
serious. 

Wilson is publicity director of Ha- 
mid’s Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic 
City, as well as for Shubert inter- 
ests. 


GAS-TIRE SNAG 
KEY TO MD. 
PAY SNARL 


An arbitration over summer thea- 
tre contracts was heard last week, 
when Equity, on behalf of three 
name members, sought a total of $1,- 
750 from Steve Cochran, whose sum- 
mer stock at Olney, Md., was one of 
the earliest strawhat ~ casualities. 
Claimants are Ruth Chatterton, 
Ralph Forbes and Madge Kennedy. 

Novel defense set up by Cochran 
was that he made the contracts with 
the players 
gas rationing and tire shortage. He 
pointed out that the stymied transpor- 
tation conditions prevented patrons 
from visiting the theatre, midway 
between Washington and Baltimore, 





| and the season abruptly folded after 
ja few weeks. 


House and adjacent 
cafe were extensively remodeled 
during the winter. Cochran’s backer 
being a wealthy icecream maker. 
Because of the manager’s explana- 
tion, the decision has been delayed. 


SAROYAN DOING 1-MAN 
JOB WITH NEW PLAYS 


William Saroyan opened his 
double-decker, ‘Across the Board on 
Tomorrow Morning’ and ‘Talking to 
You,’ on schedule Monday 
is the first : 


legiter of the oncom- 


s season, consisting of two playlets. | 


Author-manager-director calls his 
Saroyan Theatre, but 


nt . +h 
venture the 


| does not entirely eliminate the noted 
|showmen identified with the house, 


bottom of the daily ads identifying 
it as the Belasco 

Friday (14), after a bargain pre- 
view, Saroyan blew a fuse and fired 
most of the managerial staff, includ- 
ing David Lowe, a youngster identi- 
fied with a summer theatre last year, 


proving he was not the backer as 
reported Saroyan’s explanation ol 
the temperamental explosion was 
lthat ‘I have to do the work myself.’ 


For the opening night the show was 
$4.40 top, scale thereafter $3.30 
Saroyan, who sought to formulate 


a production outfit in which nobody 
would make any profit, an angle 
being to get many plays on the 


boards, appears to be on his own. 
He originally posted $1,000 with 
Equity to guarantee salaries, at 
which time he mentioned a letter 
from the Shuberts to assure all 
players’ pay, but no such communi- 
cation was received. Saroyan later 
put up around $2,500 to cover sal- 
aries for two weeks. Production 
cost around $12,500 or around 40% 
more than he figured. 





their new deal with the League. An 
increase and some concessions were 
agreed upon sometime ago, but the 
matter of the new scale being made 
retroactive has not been settled. 
Deckhands will hold a union meet- 
ing Sunday (23) to act on the man- 


agerial response. Next week the 
managers are carded to treat with 
the Treasurers and Ticket Sellers 
her yjectives 

. 


e 
¥ 


long before there was | 


(17). It] 


AATIONING WORST 
ST RAWHAT BLOW 


Dimouts, Tire Conservation 
Also Keep Patronage 
Away —Stocks in Cities, 
or Near Populated Cen- 
ters, Fare Petter Than 
Rural Spots 


VARIABLE CONDITIONS 


Gas rationing, 
and other wartime difficulties have 
considerably hurt business at straw- 
hat theatres this summer though 
business has been better than had 
been feared, with conditions variable 

different stands, depending on lo- 
cal factors and the b.o. draw of the 
various shows. 

It is admitted by all strawhat op- 
erators that gas rationing nas hurt 
business the most. Tire conserva- 
tion, not yet such a drastic matter, 
has had less effect, it’s figured. Oc- 
casional practice blackouts have had 
negligible effect, it’s believed, but 
localities having strict dimout regu- 
lations have found theatre attend- 
ance severely cut. 

As @xpected, strawhats in heavily 
populated communities, or ones that 
have moved to the city for the sea- 
son, have generally done much bet- 
ter business than those remaining 
in smaller towns. As anticipated, 
the train, bus and other means of 
|transportation in the cities has 
helped the b. o. while the theatres 
| battling it out in their regular rural 
| spots have had to depend on the de- 
creased auto patronage. 
| Several spots operating in 





war 


| production areas have found the at- | 


tendance from war workers disap- 
pointing. Reason is believed to be 
that factory workers don’t care for 


legit theatre fare for after-hours en- | 
dances and | 


tertainment, preferring 
films. For instance, rotary- stoc 
ventures in Hartford and Bridgeport, 
Conn., have flopped. What was in- 
tended as a regular stock policy at 
the Bushnell auditorium, Hartford, 
closed Saturady night (8) with ‘No, 
No, Nanette,’ after only three weeks 
of operations. Musical comedy re- 
drew favorable press 
ment, but failed to draw business. 


| vival 


How Dimouts Hurt 


r 1 


Example of how dimouts, added to 
gas and tire shortages, have clipped 
| attendan¢e is seen at the Cape play- 
house, D@&nis, Mass. Spot is on the 
seacoast, so there are severe regula- 
tions about lights. As a result, au- 
tomobile traffic is further curtailed. 
The theatre has always been largely 
dependent on 


auto trade, so grosses 


have been disappointing. Business 
was distinctly better recently with 
Gertrude Lawrence appearing in 
Noel Coward’s ‘Fallen Angels.’ 


Maplewood Behind 


nA 1 . } r “= 1 
Maplewood (N.J.) theatre has 


peen 

inning consistently behind last 

year’ business, the biggest take 
coming from the recent ‘Watch on 
the Rhine with Mady Christians 
Grosses have generally been depend- 
ent on the show, with auto patron- 
age educed, but many spectators 


come by train and bus. Gloria 
Swanson disappointed in ‘Reflected 
Glory, Tallulah Bankhead also 
failed to draw in ‘Little Foxes,’ But 
‘Pal Joey’ was okay. 
Princeton, which didn’t 
last summer, is doing 
four - nights - a - week 


operate 
well on a 
policy, 


in ‘Old Acquaintance.’ Attendance 
is largely lccal, with a few people 

|coming from Trenton and New 

| Brunswick, but few from Philadei- 

phia or other more remote com- 
| munities. The theatre expects to set 
| its season’s record the week of Aug. | 
117, when Paul .Robeson plays a 
| seven-perfSrmance engagement in 
‘Othello.’ 
| 


Bucks County Playhouse, which 
has moved for the season from lits 
é 1 é Hope, [| t 

. 
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tire conservation | 


com- | 
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Cowl having done the best business | 
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August Legit B.0. 





Continues Big: 
! ew Season 








Not Prophetic 





Charles Butterworth, in ‘Count 
Me In,’ plays the part of a *-llow 
too young for the first worid war 
and too old for the present 
global conflict. 

Last week he walked into re- 
hearsal with his draft question- 
naire, a personal situation that 
was both ironic and humorous. 
Comic is 42. Management is con- 
sidering the possibility of a re- 
placement player. 











25% OF EQUITY 
BERS IN 
UNIFORM 


Approximately 25% of Equity’s 
paid-up membership is in the armed 
forces, mostly the Army. At the 
last count the total was 518, of 


which 97 were of the chorus branch. 
Exact percentage of Equityites in 
comparison to the total number of 
male members has not been com- 
puted, association not having broken 
|down the figures as to the number 
|of women and men on the active 
| list. 





Number of people in the other 
talent unions now in the services is 
}expected to be compiled soon. Of 
| the Equity bunch, two are femmes 
who joined the WAAC’s. 


i 
| 
| 





| 
L’VILLE WINDS UP 


Louisville, Aug. 18. 
Six-week summer 
ettas, 


season of oper- 
produced under the general- 
managership of Frederick De Cor- 
Amphitheatre, 
wound up Sunday (16) in a blaze of 
$18,500 


giory with a 
| gross, topping all previous records. 


dova at _ Iroquois 


resounding 


‘Rose Marie’ was the piece, and did 
even better business than ‘Blossom 
Time,’ which held the record until 


the final week 

Season was the most successful 
from a financial standpoint in the 
five years of the Amphitheatre his- 
tory. Season got underway July 6 
with ‘Vagabond King,’ followed by 
‘Sweethearts,’ ‘No No Nanette,’ 
‘Blossom Time,’ ‘Naughty Marietta’ 
and closing vith ‘Rose Marie.’ 
‘Blossom Time’ grossed $17,400. 

, rie was most lavish pro- 

‘ S@as 
were Edwal! Roecker, Marthe Er- 


olle, Dean Dickens, Walter Dona- 


hue, Gordon Dilworth, Nina Olivette 
Donnell O’Brien and Edythe Ben- 
nett, of the team of Garron and 
Bennett. 


is highly variable, depending on the 
show. Fred Stone pulled the best 
gross so far this summer in ‘You 
Can't Take It With You’ two weexs 
lago, but ‘Petticoat Fever,’ with 
Michael Whelan and Haila Stoddard, 
started slowly. 

Scarsdale (N.Y.) theatre did more 


than capacity $9,500 several weeks 
ago with Ethel Barrymore in ‘The 
Corn Is Green,’ but business there | 


has been uneven. Next biggest week 
was the opener, with Gracie Fields 
heading a vaude bill. 

,ast week the spot had a tryout, 
‘The Rich Get Richer,’ by Mary Hall. 


Producers Optimistic on 


BEST OUTDOOR SEASON | 


Principals | 


Broad,..s»’s August business con- 
tinues tc boom and last week saw 
further materiai increases in tak- 
ings. It created an atmosphere of 
optimism for the new season. Man- 
agemcut ¢f some summer holdovers 
were espe <'y surprised and are 
counting on ©::cir shows sticking into 
the fall reriod, or longer. 

As tk 1s unusual production ac- 
tivity .: this time, showmen are 
speculating over the possibilities of 


getting sired house bookings. If 
there is »/e than an average num- 
ber of clicks among the new shows, 
it is not mpossible that a house 
shortage wil crop up before win- 


ter. Almust seasonally of late there 
is talk of too few theatres, but the 
law of averages has taken care of 
that, especially whe aew material 
is under normal. There have alwa’ 
been some unlighted spots on Broa: 
way even at the height of the sea- 
sons. 


Straight shows which topped that 
division last season are still in the 
van, ‘Junior Miss, Lyceum, im- 
proved at least $1,000 and is best at 
$12,000. ‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth, which 
resumed after a week’s rest, set an 
excellent pace, with nightly business 
approximately capacity most eve- 
nings. ‘Life With Father,’ Empire, 
run-leader, is up with the straight 
leaders, and ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck, 
| at pop prices, is not far behind. 

Musical strength is also evident, 
‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden, mak- 
ing the best comeback recently and 
is credited with nearly $27,000. ‘By 
Jupiter, Shubert, eased off then 
hopped back close to sellout busi- 
ness, ‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box, 
— been cleaning up from the start, 

Top bracketed musicals are ‘This 
Is the Army,’ $47,500 out in front 
since opening, while ‘Stars on Ice,’ 
Center, approaches capacity with 
better than $34,000. Latter is $1.65 
top, but the other musicals are $4.40 
and, with the resumption of ‘Let’s 
|Face It’ Monday (17) at the Im- 
|perial after a four-week layoff, 
ithere are five shows at that scale, 
| That was not thought possible dur- 
|ing summer. ‘Porgy and_ Bess’ 

jumped last week, while the busi- 
ness at Carnegie Hall, with musical 
revivals, is still a real surprise. 

Among the ticket agencies it is 
|claimed that bur’»2ss is the best in 
many years, ano.ner prise. There 
are more shows runt than in re- 
cent summers, but thar. doesn’t ex- 
| plain the best agency trade since 
|the times when $5.50 and $6.60 top 
| Tevues held the boards and brokers 


| could name their own price. 








‘MOON’ TO OPEN EARLY 
PITT SEASON AUG. 31 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 


Town's lone legit site, 


Nixon, has 
week and 
will launch new season Aug. 31 with 
Moon I 


goings 


pushed up its opening a 


Down.” House rarely gets 
mid-September! and 
Get- 
originally was to have 
| been the Howard Lindsay-Russel 

Action’ 


before 
isually around first of October. 


away now 


Crouse tryout of ‘Strip for 
i Labor Day night (Sept. 7) 

| Strip’ figures it needs several days 
of rehearsing on a full set and as a 
result won’t preem until Sept. 10, 
spending first part of the week in 
dress rehearsals. It'll stick here 
| through following week 


—— G.0.H., Chi, to. Pix 


} Chicago, Aug. 18. 

Grand Opera House, for years the 
| outstanding legit house here, and 
| originally owned by the Four Co- 


| hans, has been leased as a picture 
| house to Galos Bros., 


Reports from such scattered spots | exhibitors 


group of nabe 
This further cuts the 


as Abington, Va.: Chatham, Mass.: | number of available houses in the 
Woodestock, N. Y.; Stony Creek, | city. 
Conn.: and Cambridge, Mass.; have In recent years Chicago legit nas 
ne t the fact that strawhat biz! lost the Adelphia, Woods, Garrick, 
arkedly ~below : ilo, Unit Artists and Playhouse 
] re j tO pl i 
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Cissy’s Reward for Informer 


Eleanor (Cissy) Patterson, publisher 
of the Washington Times-Herald, 
has offered a $1,000 reward for the 
identity of an anonymous letter 
writer who has been soliciting ad- 
vertisers to withdraw lineage from 
the T-H. Also promises to prose- 
cute the culprit under Criminal Law 
which provides a $5,000 fine and not 
more than ten years imprisonment 
for conspiracy. 

The offending letter, received by 
an advertiser and relayed to Cissy, 
said in part: 

‘The New York newspaper PM has 
been exposing for some time the 
axis line used by the publishers of 
the Chicago Tribune, N. Y. News 
and Washington Times-Herald. PM 
has printed not witty little essays 
or theoretical fancies, but docu- 
mented proof that a definite dan- 
gerous parallel propaganda of de- 
featism exists between the editorial 
page of these three papers and the 
official Axis propaganda eminating 
from Berlin and Tokyo. 

‘Newspapers, good and bad, exist 
mainly from advertising revenue. 
Advertising makes the newspaper. 
Take away advertising and the pa- 
per becomes flaccid and impotent. 
As an important company which in- 
vests thousands and thousands of 
dollars in advertising, your firm is 
in a position to do important harm 
to a newspaper by withdrawing its 
planned advertising lineage. It 
would not be too difficult a matter 
to shift advertising—or at least a 
bulk of it—from one newspaper to 
another; it would be a striking blow 
to the newspaper losing the lineage. 

‘The Times-Herald has a large cir- 
culation indeed, but why select ad- 
vertising media on the basis of cir- 
culation alone? ‘You wouldn’t ad- 
vertise in a German bund newspaper 
or the Daily Worker or a Ku Klux 
Klan publication. Why place your 
advertising in a newspaper that does 
everything in its power to fight the 
President and his direction of the 
war program, 

‘Hitler is our enemy. Don’t aid 
those who aid Hitler. Stop giving 
money to Hitler’s helpers.’ 





Couple of OWI Switches 


Major changes last week in Elmer 
Davis’ newly created Office of War 
Information put Paul C, Smith, edi- 
tor and general manager of the San 
Francisco Chronicle, in the top news 
spot, and the simultaneous transfer 
of Robert W. Horton to post of press 
relations director for the Office of 
Price Administration. Horton, former 
Scripps-Howard | staffer, who has 
been bossing all publicity for emer- 
gency war agencies for more than a 
year. 

Smith, whe became director of the 
Navy's press staff last fall, was given 
leave of absence and returned to in- 
active status to take over the job 
of chief of the OWI news bureau. 
He has been on duty with the rank 
of lieutenant commander. Under the 
recent consolidation and transfer of 
various emergency outfits, Smith will 
establish general news policies and 
supervise issuance of releases for a 
large group of Federal units. 

Horton—first with the Maritime 
Commission after leaving S-H about 
five years ago—has been a key man 
in publicity for war agencies since 
1939. He headed the public relations 
staff for the old National Defense 


Advisory Commission, shifted to the | 


Office of 
where he 


some of the 


Production Management, 
supervised production of 
first propaganda films 
put out by the Government, and then 
took charge of publicity for 
numerous units making up the Office 
for Ernergency Management. When 
his far-flung press organization was 
split up by President Roosevelt this 


spring, he moved into the job as 
boss of Davis’ press information 
force. 





WB Story Assist te Metro 

Warner Bros. story editor, Jake 
Wilk, gave a Chilean whodunit theme 
idea to Bennett Cerf, president of 
Random House, who in turn gave it 
to Elligt Paul, author.of RH’s cur- 
rent best seller, ‘The Last Time I 
Saw Paris.’ Paul, in two days, came 
back with the mystery meller haif 
completed and will finish it up on 
the Coast. 

Being under Metro contract, that 
studio has first reject on Paul’s who- 
dunit, although inspired by a WB 
executive. 

‘With a Hays Nonny-Nonny’ is the 
title of Elliot Paul’s forthcoming 
book, primed for the Xmas trade, re- 





the 


the Will Hays code. For the first 
time the code will be published for 
public edification. 





Haddon Folding for Duration 

Haddon Craftsmen, Inc., of Cam- 
den, N. J., one of the country’s large 
book printing concerns, is liquidat- 
ing and will close down by the end 
of the year, according to announce- 
ment Aug. 11 by C. E. Nicholson, 
general manager. Speaking of it as 
a ‘war casualty,’ Nicholson explained 
one of the reasons for the step is 
because ‘we cannot compete with 
war industries to get labor.’ 

Representing an investment of 
$1,000,000, the plant has about 700 
employees and a yearly payroll zp- 
proximating $1,000,000. 

‘We feel that it is the wisest thing 
to do, to liquidate at this time,’ 
Nicholson said. ‘Things are becom- 
ing increasingly worse in the print- 
ing industry, as it is impossible to 
compete with war industries.’ 

Although for years the labor turn- 
over at the plant was virtually nil, 
Nicholson said, ‘Lately there has 
been a virtual. parade of workers 
going from us into war industries, 
where they have been attracted by 
higher wages and overtime.’ 

Many of the plant’s employees have 
been working there since the busi- 
ness started in 1920. For a number 
of years, Haddon Craftsmen printed 
many of the country’s leading maga- 
zines, but in later years the business 
was changed to the exclusive manu- 
facture of books. Each year the 
plant turned out more than 5,000,000 
books. 

Nicholson said the sales and service 
organization located in New York 
would be continued. 


Combat Writers 





Finish Training 

Fourteen Washington newspaper- 
men have completed their training 
as combat correspondents with the 
U. S. Marine Corps. They carry 
their typewriters plus military 
equipment, and photographers are 
assigned to work with them. Ger- 
man Army follows this policy, as- 
signing combat reporters with im- 
portant military units and writing 
what will be eventually incor- 
porated into an official Berlin his- 
tory of the war. 


Washington Post men with the 
Marines are Second Lieut. Earl J. 


Wilson, former assistant city editor; 
Samuel Stavisky, photographer Irv- 
ing Schlossenberg, Alfred Lewis, 
John Gerrity and Robert Kirby. 
From the Washington Star are Jere- 
miah A. O’Leary, Jr., and Richard 
J. Murphy. Washington Times- 
Herald contributed John White, Wil- 
liam Frank, Samuel Shaffer, Sidney 
Epstein and Arthur E. Meilke. 
Washington News suppliéd Peter 
Margolies and Francis J. Acosta. 

Brig. Gen. Robert L. Denig, 
U.S.M.C.. originated the idea of hav- 
ing such a division of combat 
writers, 
Kaufman, Hart Vice Versa Profiles 

Moss Hart has ‘profiled’ George S. 
Kaufman, and GSK dittoed a pen 
portrait of his favorite playwriting 
collaborator, as the keynote of Ran- 
dom House’s forthcoming ‘Six Plays 
by Kaufman & Hart,’ to which 
Brooks Atkinson, the dramatic critic, 
has written the foreword. 

RH is also publishing S. N. Behr- 
man’s new play, ‘The Pirate’; How- 


| plates a libel suit against the Wash- 


ington Times-Herald (Cissy Patter- 
son) because of the raking she took 
in the T-H’s Sunday feature, ‘Having 
A Wonderful Time.’ 

The ‘Wonderful Time’ feature in 
T-H is Cissy Patterson's way of get- 
ting back at her ‘enemies,’ princi- 
pally interventionists who have been 
critical of her isolationistic stance. 








The lengthy Sunday feature has 
minced no words in attacking Henry 
R. Luce, Ralph Ingersoll, Walter 
Winchell and Mrs. Backer, yith 
others to come. Some of the alleged 
‘inside stuff’ printed in ‘Wonderful 
Time’ has been startling, to say the 
least. 
Liberty’s Publisher Switch 

A subsidiary company to Macfad- 
den Publications, Inc, has been 
formed to take over the management 








of Liberty Magazine. Paul C. Hunter, 
who for the past 10 years has been 


prising six tales from the Old Tes- |head of Screenland Magazine, Inc., 
tament, doné ’ovér to tonform with’ is the new president and publisher of 





| Rutland (Vt.) Herald, elected presi- 


Backer, | Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and ‘Variety’ 


} 


ard Lindsay and Russel Crouse’s 
‘Strip for Action,’ and Sidney Kings- 
ley’s new play, tentatively titled ‘Mr. | 
Jefferson.’ 
Mrs. Backer Non-Committal 
Mrs. George (Dorothy) 

publisher of the N. Y. Post, refuses | 
ito confirm or deny that she contem- 


jas well as a 


Liberty, whose management will be 
separate and distinct from that of 
the parent company. Liberty Maga- 
zines, Inc., is the name of the new 
holding firm. Present size, format 
and price (10c) of Liberty will be 
maintained. 

No changes in staff are contem- 
plated, at least not immediately. 
Hunter, incidentally, continues as 
publisher of Screenland Magazine, 
Inc., which brings out Screenland, 
Silver Screen and Movie Show, all 
fan publications. 





Matthews, Triple-Threater 

Herbert L. Matthews, N. Y. Times 
foreign correspondent in India, is set 
for a three book deal with Harcourt 
Brace. Pact calls for a book on 
Spain, which has been completed, 
one on Italy which wil! be completed 
in India, and a final tome on Ghandi- 
land when he returns. 

Matson & Duggan set the deal. 





Bradford’s B. A. Book 
Sax Bradford, ex-staffer of the 
Seattle Star, is doing ‘Buenos Aires, 
1942’ for Harcourt Brace and then 
joins the Navy. 
He is fresh back from B. A. where 
he was on the U. S. consulate staff. 





And Getting It 

Elmer Roessner, ex-PM city editor 
and currently with the Publications & 
Graphics unit of the OWI, waived 
all exemptions to get a 1A rating 
from his draft board. 

He has a son in the armed forces 
but craved action. 





LITERATI OBITS 

William E. Donahue, 66, newspa- 
perman, died Aug. 12 in N. Y. He 
had been a court reporter for the 
N. Y. City News Service before its 
dissolution last Feb. 

John Patrick Lally, 50, novelist 
and newspaperman, died Aug. 11 in 
Chicago. For the past 10 years he 
had been fiction editor of the Chi- 
cago Daily News. 

Alberto L. Schweyer, 40, Cuban 
journalist, died Aug. 12 in Havana, 
Cuba. He had been a director of 
Pais, Havana newspaper. 

Charles R. Hill, 65, publisher of 
The Rankin Independent, weekiy 
publication of Rankin, Il., died Aug. 
15 in that city. 

Alfred Anderson, 73, Negro author 
and editorial writer for the Chicago 
Defender, died Aug. 15 in Roches- 
ter, Minn. 

George G. Feigl, 75, editor and 
publisher of the former N. Y. Poli- 
tical Review, died Aug. 15 in New 
York. He-was author of the book, 
‘Life of Tammany.’ 

Winslow Mead, 78, former editor 
of the Rochester, N. Y. Democrat 
and Chronicle, died Aug. 15 in Palo 
Alto, Calif. 

Wesley Barr, 61, associate editor, 
Los Angeles Herald-Express, died 
Aug. 18, in Glendale, Cal. He had 
been with the sheet 30 years as city 
edito public relations head and 
political writer. 

Margaret Wade, 82, society re- 
porter in the N. Y. Times’ Wash- 
ington Bureau, for over 40 years, 
died Aug. 16, in Otisville, N. Y. 





CHATTER 

The Raleigh (N. C.) News & Ob- 
server has sent 22 men into the mili- 
tary service since war was declared. 

William Seabrook’s ‘No Hidin’ 

lace’ which Harcourt Brace is 
bringing out this fall is an autobiog, 
not a biographical work as pre- 
viously reported. 

Robert W. Mitchell, editor of the 
dent of its publishing firm, the Her- 
ald & Globe Association, succeeding 
William Field, resigned because of 
his enlistment in the Army. 

Harold V. Cohen, drama editor of | 


in that city, rated the cover, 
six-column story, in 
last issue of Bulletin-Index, Pitts- 
burgh class weekly. 

Bob Madry, veteran North Caro- 
lina newspaper man and now direc- 
tor of the University of North Caro- 
lina’s official news bureau, has been 
elected mayor of the university vil- 
lage of Chapel Hill, N. C. 

Corporal Marion Hargrove, former 
Charlotte (N. C.) News feature edi- 
tor and now staffer on Yank, Army 
newspaper, who authored book on 
army life, entitled ‘See Hére, Private 
Hargrove,’ columned for the News, 
while training at Fort Bragg, N. C., 
and used some of newspaper material 
for his book. 

Guy V. Miller, former editorial 
writer on the Pittsburgh Press, has 
been promoted to the rank of lieu- 
tenant colonel and made a member 
of the general division staff at Fort 
Jackson, Columbia, S. C. Long ac-. 
tive in the National Guard, Miller 
was called up as a captain when the 
Guard was absorbed by the Army, 


mugeg 








and’ later became “dA major, 


a 


Strawhat Reviews 





EVENING RISE 


Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 14. 

Comedy in three acts, four scenes, by 
Reginald Denham and Ann Caswell. Scenic 
designer, Lisa Jalowetz. Presented by 
Woodstock playhouse, Robert Elwyn, direc- 
tor, at Woudsteck, N. Y., Alig. 13, *42. 

Cast: Edward Durst, Philippa Bevans, 
Ivan Triesault, Dickie Van Patten, Helen 
Harmon, Don McHenry, Mary Farrell, 
Mary Orr, Harry Young, Johnny Heath, 
Claire Luce, Harrison Dowd, Bruce Winne, 
David Sievers, Caret Slaughter, Edward 
Broadley aii Elizabeth K. Grimball. 








While no great originality can be 
claimed for it, ‘Evening Rise’ proves 
to be an entertaining small comedy 
in which the background, at least, is 
not hackneyed. Also in its favor is 
that it offers Claire Luce a service- 
able role for her return to the Amer- 
ican stage, which hasn’t seen her 
since of ‘Mice and Men.’ 


Story is the fairly familiar one of 
a showgirl taken up by a fast-living 
society crowd and alternately being 
assaulted by the men and snubbed 
by the women. In the end the girl 
puts her social ‘superiors’ in their 
place by demonstrating that she 


.|knows more about good sportsman- 


ship than they do. 

A rustic fishing lodge in the Cats- 
kills and the banks of a trout stream 
provide settings for the lightweight 
plot. Lingo of the characters has to 
do with flies, spiders, Spinoza rods 
and other technical terms associated 
with angling, and everybody, except 
the heroine, who calls herseif April 
Day, would rather fish than eat. The 
authors seem to know their stuff pis- 
catorially, and paint an amusing 
picture of life among the trout-nutty. 
Plot, as indicated above, has less to 
recommend it in the way of fresh- 
ness, though it turns up an occa- 
sional lively episode, particularly in 
the second act where April’s misad- 
ventures while trying to learn fly 
casting achieve the sparkle and pace 
which the rest of the play frequently 
lacks. 

Miss Luce, who was trouping for 
the armed forces in England up till 
a few months ago, makes April a 
forthright and a highly attractive 
young lady. Her appearance at one 
point in oversized fishing togs bor- 
rowed from her host lends an ap- 
pealing comic touch to a generally 
spirited performance. The men in 
the company figure mainly as foils 
for Miss Luce and receive adequate 
representation at the hands of Ivan 
Triesault, Johnny Heath, Don Mc- 
Henry, Harry Young and Bruce 
Winne. Mary Orr, who under the 
name of Ann Caswell is listed as co- 
author, plays a secondary role grace- 
fully. In an adolescent part which 
could easily become objectionable, 
Dickie Van Patten comports himself 
with saving humor, Edward Durst is 
good as a sullen butler, Harrison 
Dowd scores in a brief bit as a jus- 
tice of the peace, and Mary Farrell 
does a venomous portrait of April’s 
jealous hostess. 

Staging limitations keep Lisa Jalo- 
wetz’s outdoor setting. the river 
bank, from allowing all the necessary 
scope for the action in script’s sec- 
ond stanza, but she has designed a 
comfortable lodge interior for I and 
III. Paul. 


Smith of Stratford 


(YALE DRAMA DEPT.) 





New Haven, Aug. 13. 


Fantasy in three acts by Charles Rabiner. 


Directed by Frank McMullan; setting by 
Frank Bevan: technical production by Ed- 
ward C. Cole; lighting by Stanley Mce- 
: oe Presented at University theatre 
yy the Department of Drama, Yale Schoo! 
of Fine Arts, Aug. 12-14. "42, iene 
Cast: Clinton King Robert Har 
ss ; artung, 
Igabel Erichsen, Nancy Lee Keith, ec 
ae John Fletche William P, Sheidy 
Jr.; ert Greenberg, Lawrel ybkin, 
Charles Rabiner, on 
Marking an innovation in Yale 


theatrical history, Eli drama depart- 


i ment climaxed its initial summer 
semester with a major production 
that provided a nice workout for 


a large personnel. University’s ac- 
celerated program due to W ar con- 
ditions offered a six-weeks summer 
term as a speedup for department's 
curriculum, 

Original as to conception and 
amusing as to accomplishment, 
Smith’ presents a pleasing inter- 
lude of escapology. Its commercial 
possibilities, however, may be limit- 
ed by the fact that its appeal is 
primarily to the intelligentsia, to 
whom it offers, if not a substantial 
meal, at least a very satisfying des- 
sert. Plot not only gets to first base, 
it even touches second and third— 
but is tagged out on the slide for 
the plate. 

_Whatever else may be an outcrop- 
ping of this work, itt does estab- 
lish the fact that Charles Rabiner 
can create interesting situations and 
write clever, as well as sentimental, 
dialog. He wields a pen that spouts 
with equal facility laugh lines of 
the Elizabethan period and humor 
in the modern idiom. Passages 
mouthed by a character representing 
the shade of the immortal band com- 
bine with a romanticism that is cap- 
tivating. 

Play is laid in the N. Y. home 
of Prof. Hartley, authority on ‘and 


; The 





a sort of curator of the works of 
Shakespeare. Occasion is the birth 
anniversary of the bard in April 
1942, and a few guests assembled 
are celebrating in appropriate Eliza. 
bethan garb. A mysterious coffin. 
shaped box has arrived and placed 
in the cellar, and while guests are 
in another part of the house, a gang- 
ster who had occupied the place in 
prohibition days slips in looking for 
the box, thinking it to be a shipment 
of booty that had been sent to his 
old address by mistake. Box turns 
out to contain the earthly remains 
of Shakespeare. 

The bard comes to life, woos the 
professor’s daughter and among other 
things settles a controversy between 
the prof and a colleague on the 
Shakespeare-Bacon question. 

Expert staging keeps interest alive 
for two-and-a-half-hour span of 
play and scenic effects lay a proper 
foundation. Fine performances are 
turned in hy the troupe. Lawrence 
Dobkin, in the role of the bard, 
convinces that there is a place in 


the theatre for this lad. Robert 
Hartung, as the professor; Nancy 
Lee Keith, his daughter; John 


Fletcher, his colleague; Bert Green- 
berg, Scotland Yard man, all handle 
major support capably. Author 
Rabiner effectively underplays a. de- 
tective sergeant for good a. 
one. 


a 
| 
Play on B’way 
Continued from page 47 —— 


Across the Board on To- 
morrow Morning 














most of the talking also do most of 
the drinking. The theme line is 
‘Gimme another drink.’ In one or 
two of Lee’s long-distance monologs, 
Jack and Charlie’s place (21) is men- 
tioned so often that it was- thought 
they have a piece of the show. 
There are also such lines as ‘people 
stink’ (maybe he changed his mind 
about ‘The Beautiful People’). At 
one point a fellow says that, accord- 
ing to tomorrow’s papers, everybody 
is dead and have been for 1,942 years. 
street (East 52d) has disap- 
peared, just after a girl enters about 
to have a baby. She exits to the 
kitchen, where two Filipinos act as 
delivering doctors. Few minutes 
later the infant is grown to manhood. 
Anyhow, there is a miracle and the 
street is supposed to reappear. Char- 
acters leave the chief protagonist 
alone in the joint, until an indicated 
prostie arrives and rescues the fel- 
low. Through it all Lois Bannerman 
sits in an elevated alcove and strums 
her harp, now and then. Irving Mor- 


row speaks most of the theories, 
whatever they are. Only excuse for 
the title is at the close, when the 


bartender tells the taxi driver that 
he has a tip on a horse called To- 
morrow Morning and the mugg says 
he will play it across the board. Cast 
of the playlet includes the one-time 
‘flaming’ -Greenwich Village writer, 


Maxwell Bodenheim, who has one 
raving speech. They kept him in 
shadow. 

Second and concluding playlet on the 
Saroyan bill, scened in a basement room 
on O'Farrell street, San Francisco 
The Dream Dancer........ Lois Bannerman 
Ee COW a wicwetihn.cssscarnens Peter Beauvais 
TAO. used ncccesdcagueenl Cane aeorrow 
Blackstone Boulevard.........-Canada Lee 
ey Se UE i:6460. 06 besa bnunnes v4 Jules Lent 
PORCY DOB. scsccccscccesesss Lewis Charles 
Maggie......eseceessse- Lillian McGuinness 
Bee MOMNOR. i.cccaeccenccd Andrew Ratousheff 





If the audience didn’t know what 
the first playlet was about, it cer- 
tainly wasn’t enlightened about the 
second. Some with an insight on in- 
volved writing may think it deals 
with evil forces which are unneces- 
sary. Fair enough. 

Canada Lee is aghin the main man, 
this time a heavyweight boxer train- 
ing for a boxing match. He per- 
spired enough during the first sketch 
and certainly shed fluid in ‘Talking.’ 
hut had it all over those out front 
hecause he only wore trunks. 

Playlet could have been called 
‘Hold That Tiger,’ for there is a char- 
acter called The Tiger, who is 2 
blind fellow in love with Maggie, 
who has no lines (a familiar Saroyan 
trick). There is a runaway kid who 
is deaf whom Blackstone Boulevard 
(Lee) adopts as his little brother, 
though the youngster is white. The 
Crow is a Mexican guitarist with 
lines. Fancy Dan is a felon just out 
of jail and is threatening with a gun 
for a time. 

He leaves but comes back chased 
by a midget, representing the law, or 
maybe the Gestapo. The small per- 
son also has a gun but instead of 
using it on the bad man he shoots 
Biackstone, who tries to aid_ the 
quaking fellow called Fancy Dan. 
Midget is Andrew Ratousheff, clever 
little Russian who was a favorite of 
the late Morris Gest and showed 
with a troupe at the World’s Fair. 

Title is based on the numberless 
times that the fighter asks the deal 
kid whether he can hear him. 
Ibee. 
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Broadway 


Ike Weber back at his office after 
being ill at home for months, 


MCA prez J. C. Stein plans spend- 
ing aes time in New York this fall. 
Arthur Brown is assistant to Monte 


proser at the Piping Rock, Saratoga. 
singing Billy Sherr and his man- 
aolin o ldkinn on Sheraton hotel 


ee"? Zanft, head of A. & S 
sor John Zanft, head of A. : 

Pm Y. office, to the Coast for 

two-month stay. 

Bobby Clark, celebrates his 40th 
anniversary on the stage next 
Wednesday, (26). oe a 

iley appointed a lieu 
Reagan yon Fm: and ordered to ac- 
tive duty Monday (17). 

One N. Y. agent is getting a ter- 
rific. ride from his pals because of 
the torch he’s carrying. 

Donald Davis, younger son of 
Owen Davis, Sr., is an ensign. Owen, 
Jr., is already in the army. xy 

eyesight will probably keep 
ianee Richman out of the flying 
service for which he’s trying. 

The murdered gambler, Robert B. 
Greene, was slated to take over the 
casino of a new Panama hotel. 


Mose Gumble back in New York 
following midwest and Coast biz 
trips for Harms, Remick & Witmark. 

Earl Carroll coe. Tate = woes 
Army,’ which inspired him to write 
a tele entitled ‘The Belles of St. 

ary’s.’ 
we weekly has ordered 
‘Baked Alaska’ autobiog piece by Al 
Jolson, detailing his igloo trek te- 
cently. Res hae 

After filing his application in 1928, 
bandman-songwriter Ray Walker has 
just been elected to ASCAP mem- 
bership. : 

Paul Murphy, manager of Loew’s 
Ziegfeld, on extended leave of ab- 
sence due to illness. No successor 
yet appointed. 

The Saratoga slough on gambling 
was inevitable, in view of reports of 
‘everything being wide open, more 
than ever before.’ 

Last of three Satevepost stories on 
the Hollywood 10%ers, by Alva 
Johnston, salutes Abe Lastfogel for 
his Army camp shows. 

Pvt. Ben Washer, recently drafted 
and assigned to ‘This Is the Army,’ 
will go out in advance of the show. 
He’s a veteran theatrical publicist. 

‘Ice-Capades,’ first rink revue of 
season, opens at Madison Square 
Garden Sept. 4. Same spot gets the 
annual rodeo championships Oct. 7. 

Arthur Willi, RKO talent scout, on 
the Vermont and New Hampshire 
strawhat trail. Last trip this season. 
So far has found nothing startling. 

Judy Canova planed to the Coast 
yesterday for story confab at Re- 
public; due back east Sunday to 
pick up her vaude tour in Boston. 

Eddie Cantor has shifted to MCA 
after being long with Wm. Morris 
agency. Cantor’s son-in-law, Jimmy 
McHugh, Jr., is with MCA on the 
Coast. 

Mark Wilson was hurt in a motor- 
car accident in Atlantic City last 
week, but this week will return to 
Philadelphia, where he press agents 
Shubert shows. 

Chet Wood and Bob Forrest, ex- 
Metro songsmiths, have authored a 
new operetta which agent George 
Wood has up for Broadway mana- 
gerial consideration. 

Cosmopolitan for September has 
yarn by Victor Rosen on ‘The Lind- 
says,’ Howard and his wife, Dorothy 
Stickney, who are in ‘Life With 
Father’ (Empire, N. Y.). 

Vet songwriter Joe McCarthy re- 
ported feeling OK at his upstate 
N. Y. farm, where he has been rest- 
ing. Music biz touts Joe, Jr., as hav- 
ing great lyric-writing talent. 

eatrical colony at Lou Samuels’ 
Sea Glades, Atlantic Beach, including 
the Jimmy Stroocks, Irvin Marks 
and Lee Shubert, gave a birthday 
party Sunday (18) to Mudgy Bloom. 

Bernard Shedd and Will Geer in 
charge of talent arrangements for 
Rockland Riot,’ to bé given at the 
Clarkstown country club, Nyack, 
N. Y., Saturday (22), for Russian 
War Relief. Helen Hayes, Charles 
MacArthur and fiock of names will 
be on hand. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Howard Addelsberger subbing for 


vacationing Bob Taylor at Senator 
theatre, 


Stanley dickering with Jackie 


ooper for a week but no deal’s 
been set yet. 


Jim DiMauro, former Vintondale 
and Jerome exhib, now a bombardier 
in Australia. 


Annual Variety Club golf tourna- 
ment set for Wildwood CC next 
Monday (24). 


Henry Miller, arranger for staff 
band at KDKA, recovering in Passa- 
vant hospital from an operation. 

ack Simons, manager of Loew’s 
State in Providence, R. IL, home 
vey ng the folks on his vacation. 

Al Tronzo, who married dancer 
Key Taylor before he went into the 
Army, is now stationed in Hawaii. 

Guy Wonders’ death a shock to his 
flock of friends here. He was first 





and his manager, John Maganotti, to 
New Jersey for couple of weeks of 


fishing. 


Sid Jacobs, WB district manager, 
in Harrisburg helping his parents 
celebrate their golden wedding anni- 
versary. 

Melanie LeBeau will be Casino’s 
opening stripper when house gets 
going again next week after summer 
shutdown. 

Bernadette Marlier, sister of 
George Marlier, Harris circuit artist, 
appointed to WAAC officers school 
at Des Moines. 

Ex-chorine Claire Cupps to Camp 
Edwards, Mass., to join her better 
half, Lieut. Tom Rice, former : les 
manager at Wm. Penn hotel. 

Jackie McCarthy, formerly with 
Baron Elliott, has replaced Ted 
Perry as featured singer with 
Mickey Ross’ WJAS staff band. 

Ollie O’Toole, here with Horace 
Heidt, renewing acquaintances 
around the old home town. He was 
+ WWSwW here when Heidt grabbed 

im, 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Comic Pepe Arias signed by Lumi- 
ton Films. 


San Miguel finished ‘Sendas Cruza- 
das’ (‘Crossed Paths’). 


Francisco Alvarez renewed two- 
year pact with Sono Film. 


Indie San Blas contracted with 
Sono Film for distribution deal. 

Company of Jose Leon Pagano 
opened at Comedia with ‘Cartas de 
Amor.’ 


Maria Soffici to Concordia for ex- 
teriors on “Tres Hombres del Rio’ 
(‘Three River Men’). 


Tino Rosetti, pianist, signed by 
Teatro Comedia Cordoba for series 
there and in interior. 


Wilfredo Giminez, Chilean writer, 
signed with Lumiton for pic to be 
directed by Carlos Hugo Christensen. 


Piccoli puppets completed long- 
term run here after more than 500 
consecutive performances at Teatro 
Casino. 

‘Sixteen’ passed 200-performance 
mark at Liceo with company of 
Maria Gamas and Socorrito Gonzales. 
Has played several other houses be- 
fore moving to present location. 

Amanda Ledesma and Alberto 
Vila started work on ‘Manana 


cide’) at EFA. Megging by Carlos 
Schliper with story by Enrique @. 
Tunon. 

Carlos Borcosque started work at 
Sono Film on ‘Incertidumbre’ (‘Un- 
certainty’) with Pedro Lopez. Lagar, 
Maria Duval and Carlos Cores. Story 
by Enrique Amorin and Roman Go- 
mez Masia. 

Luis Saslavsky began work at 
Baires on ‘Cenizas al Viento’ (‘Ashes 
to the Winds’) with Berta Singer- 
man (debuting in films), Olinda Bo- 
zan, Maria Duval, Santiago Arrieta 
and Tita Merello. 

Luis Cesar Amadori shooting ‘Bajo 
un Angel del Cielo’ (‘An Angel Came 
Down from Heaven’) for Sono. It’s 
adapted from French comedy, ‘Bi- 
chon,’ of Jean de Letraz. Will star 
Zully Moreno and French actor Louis 
Jouvet. 





. Washington 





Helen Hamilton reopens her class 
Troika nitery with Cynda Glenn as 
headliner. 

William Gordon of RKO 


Navy on new features. 

Edgar Bergen, without Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, huddling with Marine Corps 
over assignment in the service. 

Milton Shubert losing weight lin- 


ing up 750 for committee to run) 


Washington’s Stage Door Canteen. 


National theatre installed its own 
cooling system. Blew in $800 on 
monster fans which did a nice job. 

Bernie Harrison, drama editor of 
Times-Herald, gets 60-day deferment 
from his draft board pending Navy 
commission as ensign. 

Bill Powell and his wife, Diana 
Lewis, slipped into town quietly. 
Were caught by the autograph 
hounds at La Salle du Bois. 

Mary Healy and June Preisser, 
soon going into ‘Count Me In’ for the 
Shuberts, called at Catholic U., 
where the musical originated. 

They could have used traffic cops 
on F street Thursday, where ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ and Tommy Dorsey’s band 
opened in the same Loew block. 

Tommy Dorsey’s band drafted for 
a bond-selling concert on the District 
building steps Monday (17). Tony 
Pastor’s band scheduled for similar 
stunt Aug. 31. 

Edward Arnold and Fay Bainter 
coming to town for the Capitol’s 
world premiere of ‘War and Mrs. 
Hadley,’ scheduled for Sept. 24. 
They’re featured in pic. 

C. C. Cappell is one of the busiest 
men in town, Bunning his own con- 
cert bureau and booking classical 
singers and _ instrumentalists for 
Camp Shows, Inc., circuit. 

Eddie Keller and Percy Booth, at 
National boxoffice, passed out $2,500 
in tickets on opening day of sale for 
‘My Sister Eileen.’ With pz steboards 


me | 
Suicido’ (‘Tomorrow I'll Commit Sui- | 


studio | 
huddled this week with Army and | 


London 


Joe (Will) Collins (& Grade) con- 
fined to his home with ulcerated 
stomach. 

Lew Stone band playing return 
date at Green’s Playhouse, Glasgow, 
for month of February, 1943. 

Death reported of Frank Day, a 
Pilot Officer in the Air Force, and 
son of Nat Day, the vaude agent. 

Broadcasting of Tom Arnold’s re- 
vue, ‘Sky High,’ by BBC has upped 
grosses from $8,000 to near $12,000. 

Dow Biegun, first cousin to Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, is attached to the 
local Zionist organization as lec- 
turer. 

After seven weeks absence, For- 
sythe, Seamon and Farrell are back 
again in Ireland entertaining the 
American troops. 

Betty Stockfield, stage and screen 
actress, married in London July 14 
to Commander A. St. John Edwards 
of the Royal Navy. 

Mrs. Churchill and 10,000 others 
attended baseball match between 
Canaca and the U. S. at Wembley 
Stadium Aug. 3 in aid of the Red 
Cross. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. is claim- 
ing $40,000 from Government for 
wardrobes and scenery damaged in 
one of London blitzes nearly two 
years ago. 

Leslie Abbott, son of John Abbott 
of Francis, Day & Hunter, has been 
granted a commission after serving 
overseas with the RAF, being now a 
pilot officer. 

Ronald Frankau has complete re- 
vue ail ready to star himself and 
wife, Renee Roberts. May be spon- 
| sored by Leslie Grade, the agent, for 
the West End. 

News of Fay Compton’s fourth 
|}marriage has leaked out. New- 
comer is Ralph Michael, a young ac- 
tor who has ‘returned to the stage 
j after a spell in the RAF. 

Charles Coborn celebrated his 90th 
birthday digging in his vegetable 
garden and singing his ‘The Man 
Who Broke the Bank at Monte Carlo’ 
at a concert given in his honor. 

Edie Wakefield, Douglas, jr., and 
| Gracie, wife, son and daughter of 
| Douglas Wakefield, brother-in-law of 








| Gracie Fields, expected back from | 


| Hollywood after two-year stay. 

| Elizabeth Allan and Rosalind Boul- 
| ter lead all-femme cast of “Thousands 
|of Summers,’ a play on the lonely 
| wives of fighter pilots in the RAF. 
Set for London production in Sep- 
tember. 

Although announced nearly two 
years ago that Willilam O’Bryen 
(Linnet & Dunfee), a Major in the 
Army, is out of firm, his name has 
only just been deleted from all firm’s 
activities. 

Sydney Howard to appear for first 
time in years in farcical play for 
Firth Shepard who, contrary to ru- 
mors, still has him under contract, 
with Rene Ray to play one of the 
lead femmes. 

Geraldo has been appointed hon- 
orary musical adviser to the Mar- 
quess of Queensberry Club, which 
has taken over the late London Ca- 
sino to give free entertainments to 
all connected with the Service. 

Michael Redgrave given leave 
from the Navy to appear in a new 
Patrick Hamilton play, ‘Duke in 
Darkness,’ which after a provincial 
tour will be presented in the West 
End by Linnit & Dunfee. It has an 
all-male cast. 

Lee Ephraim is reviving Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘Home and Beauty; 
which opens in Edinburgh Sept. 7, 
touring sticks for six weeks, after 
| which it comes to the West End. As- 
sociated with him will be Bertie 
Myers, making his 
show biz after seven years. 

First vaudeville unit under aegis 
of American Overseas Artists, Ltd., 
to entertain American troops com- 
prised Burton Brown, Freddy Mor- 
| gan, Len and Bill Loew, Eva May 
Wong, six gals and small orehestra, 
with outfit touring one-night stands 
in north of England. Several units 
lined up to follow. 











New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





| Radioman Bill Farley has a new 
| daughter. 

Don Cossacks booked for Hamden 
Auditorium Sept. 21. 

Frank McMullan holidaying from 
Yale drama department duties. 

Ronnie Hammond mulling a second 
tryout for his nearby Stony Creek 
strawhat. 

I. J. Hoffman and Harry Shaw co- 
chairmaning show biz September 
bond drive. 

Sherman Germaine has taken over 
assistant manager’s post at the Col- 
lege theatre. 

Jimmie Cook handling vaude end 
of big Police Field Day today 


(Wednesday). 
Paramount manager Lou Schae- 
fer’s boy. Bob, on duty in the 


Australia-Solomon rumpus. 
Removal of WICC’s local station 
will probably kill off Yale drama 
department outlet this fall. 

Burial services held here Saturday 
(15) for Oliver Edwards, former 
manager of S. Z. Poli theatres. 
| Shubert manager Leonard Sang 
|} hopping into New York these days, 
larranging bookings for the new 





manager local Stanley theatre had. | scaled at $1.50 top it meant a busy | season 


Etzi Covato, Villa Madrid owner, 


day. 


i Milton, Stiefel’s .evacuation of , his 


comeback to} 


strawhat stand in Ivoryton repre- 
sents the first time he’s done that in 
13 years. 

Major Boyd Smith’s active duty 
assignment has piled some of his 
former Yale drama school man- 
agerial duties on Ed Cole’s shoulders. 

Word comes to Capt. Thornton 
Wilder’s home here of his graduation 
from Miami Air Force school and 
transfer to Intelligence school at 
Harrisburg. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 








Abbott and Costello to play Labor 
on 4 weekend at Steel Piez Music 
all, 


Mark Wilson, p.a. for Hamid’s 
Million Dollar Pier, suffered scalp 
laceration when struck by auto Fri- 
day (14). 

Army Air Forces have taken over 


Runnymede hotel on Park place and 
Richfield hotel on S. entucky 
avenue 

Warner theatre, 5,000-seater on 


Boardwalk, will be scene of ‘Miss 
America’ beauty pageant Sept. 8 to 
13. Bob Russell will emcee. 

Max Kendrick reopened 500 Cafe, 
formerly operated by the late Phil 
Barr as 500 Club. 

Sylvia Froos heads new revue 
which opened at Bath and Turf 
Club Saturday (15). 

Glenn Miller to play Labor Day 
weekend on Hamid’s Pier. Mal Hal- 
lett began week’s engagement Sun- 
day (16). 

Samuel Gumpertz, general man- 
ager of Hamid’s Pier, ordered all 
employees fingerprinted. 

George A. Hamid, Jr., son of pier 
operator, commissioned an ensign 
and left for active duty Friday (14). 

Col. Robert P. Glassburn, com- 
manding officer of Army Air Forces 
here, issued statement asking civilians 
not to buy drinks for soldiers in 
niteries on the ground such well- 


soldier himself into trouble. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Max Bernstein, native harmonica 
1942,’ 

Earl Carroll gave a local o.o. to 
several candidates for places in his 
revue soon to open in Chicago 

Dick Zeisler in town preppir¢ for 
the opening of the Grand, sole bur- 
lesk house here, on Friday (21). 

Henry Hoffman, asst. mgr. of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn., exhibiting a 
membership card in the Lambs Club. 

Thugs blew a safe in the East St. 
Louis office of the local I.B.E.W. last 
week and escaped with $700 in cash. 

Producers Releasing Co. now in 
new quarters on film row. Noah 
Bioomer, Belleville, Ill., exhib, is the 
local franchise holder. 

Wearing a corsage made up of radio 
tubes presented by a soldier, Jean- 
ette MacDonald gave a two-hour 
concert for soldiers in training at 
Scott Field, Il. 

John Ward, business manager for 
the Municipal Theatre Assn., will 
take a short vacation before return- 
ing to the Municipal Auditorium, 
where he heads the b.o. force. 

Constance Bennett held a short re- 
union with her husband, Gilbert 
Roland, now a corporal in the Signal 
Corps, in training at Camp Crowder, 
| Mo. She made a personal before the 
soldiers. 

Out of towners shopping on film 
row included Mildred Rauth, Rolla, 
Mo.; Sam E. Pirtle, Jerseyville, I1.; 
and Gus Diamond, associate of Til- 
|don Dickson of Crystal City and St. 
Clair, Mo. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. 


Grahame 





Actor Julian Soler became a father 
—a boy. 

Xavier Villaurrutia unanimously 
elected president of the pic critics 
union. 

Lauritz Melchior smash in recitals 
at the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
theatre). 

Carlos Chavez has resumed con- 
ducting the Mexican Symphonic or- 
chestra here. 

Pedro de Lille, announcer of local 
XEW, back on the job after pro- 
longed molar trouble. 

Sindicato de Compositores de Mu- 
sica (Music Composers union) cele- 


brated its third birthday with a 
banquet. 
Dimitri Mitropoulos, guest con- 


ducting the Mexican Symphonic or- 
chestra, was feted by outstanding 
Mexican and foreign musicians and 
music patrons. 

Orlando de Cardenas, Cuban ex- 
ponent of tropical music, resumed 
half-hour, semi-weekly series at 
XEQ. Rafael de Paz, orch leader, 
and Martha Triana, singer, are on 
the same program. 

Stars of the Ballet Theatre, which 
opens its second 1942 season in Mex- 
ico at the Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 
tional theatre) Aug. 27, were guests 
at cocktail party socialites tendered 
in the Hotel Reforma. 

Tito Guizar home from bookings in 
Brazil to play the lead in ‘Que Lindo 
es Michoacan’ (‘How Beautiful Is 
Michoacan’ ), first feature pic in color 
to be made in Mexico. Roberto and 
| Ismael Rodriguez start this produc- 
tion about Sent. 1 





meant hospitality usually gets the | 


player, has joined ‘Roller Vanities of | 


Hollywood 


Carrie Jacobs Bond celebrated her 
80th birthday. 

Bela Lugosi to Chicago to play 
‘Dracula’ on the stage. 

Cecil B. DeMille observed his 61st 
birthday by working as usual. 

Herbert J. Yates returned from 
business sessions in New York. 

Robert Sterling, film actor, hos- 
pitalized with throat infection. 

Ruth Clifford, star of silent films, 
working as an extra at Warners. 

James Ellison laid up with flu after 
collapsing on a set at 20th-Fox. 

Eugenie (Jinx) Falkenburg is now 
Jinx Falkenburg by an act of Su- 
perior Court. 

Frank Seully campaigning for Lu- 
cien A. Sauvage for a Hollywood 
assemblyman. 

Lieut. James Stewart transferred 
from California to New Mexico as 
bombardier in air force. 

Maureen O’Hara left the hospital 
to recuperate from surgery. 

Marshall Ross resigned as head of 
Republic’s studio legal staff. 

Patricia King, film actress, di- 
vorced Louis King, screen director. 

Hobart Bosworth, star of early 
films, celebrated his 75th birthday. 

Norman Newman shifted from Co- 
lumbia exchange to Warners theatre 
department. 

Lionel Atwill re-indicted on a per- 
jury charge in connection with a 
wild house party. 

Buster Collier next week starts 
agenting for William Morris on a 
move from Feldman-Blum. 

George Bagnall moved his United 
Artists quarters from the Goldwyn 
lot to General Service studio. 

Edgar Bergen made arrangements 
for a tour of Alaskan camps through 
Hollywood Victory and the U. S. 
Navy. 

Joe Nadel moved into General 
Service studios as production mana- 
ger for Charles R. Rogers on “The 
Powers Girl.’ 

Alberta Dawn, film actress, drew 
$100 weekly temporary alimony, 
pending trial of her divorce suit 
against Jack Dawn, studio makeup 
man. 

Jeanette MacDonald, back from 
| four weeks of Army camp appear- 








;anees, preparing for a fall concert 
| tour of 12 cities for the Army Emer- 
gency Relief Fund. 





Miami 
By Leslie Harris 

Coburn Clark’s band now at 600 
Club. 

Tom Williams 
Clover Club. 

Frank Malone appointed news edi- 
tor of WIOD. 

Mme. Zaza now headquartering at 
the Club Bali. 

Jack Anderson is new radio editor 
of Miami Herald. 

Pago Pago Room has folded. Only 
bar remaining open. 

Several beach pubs reported ready 
to throw in the sponge. 

Phil Napoleon handling stick com- 
bo at Frolic’s dance hall. 

Arthur Schwartz is new assistant 
manager of the Olympia theatre. 

Army Air Corps mum on Clark 
Gable’s arrival and future plans. 

Billy Reed handling entertainment 
for Opa Locka Naval Air Base. 

Elinor Sherry will go into Five 
O’Clock after closing at Olympia. 

Bali is only nitery attracting much 
civilian trade. All others are solely 
military. 

Peggy Simmonds doubling for her 
vacationing mate as Daily News 
amusement editor. 

Stuart Eggyleston, formeriy with 
CBS in Chicago and lately with local 
WQAM, is seriously ill 

Humphrey Doulens, formerly with 
Columbia Concerts, promoted to 
Corporal and in Officers’ Candidate 
School. 


now managing 





Chicago 


New Rainbow Room opens here 
Sept. 3. 

Fred Bartow, Paramount district 
office publicist, to New York to help 
devise special exploitation campaign 
for ‘Wake Island.’ 

Two Paramount salesmen left the 
fold this week, Benny Elrod going 
to Warners in Milwaukee and Lou 
Goldberg to Republic. No replace- 
ments as ye. 

Edward Arnold a Chicago visitor 
from Coast. On way to New York 
for a couple of vroadcasts, then he 
starts in Dallas on Sept. 1 on first 
leg of bond-selling campaign. 

Jack Kirsch of Allied has under- 
taken a national poll of film ex- 
hibitors to determine the difference 
in hours of running time per week 
between a policy of single and 
double features. 

Mrs. Edwarc G. Robinson, Cali- 
fornia chairman for the USO, stopped 
in Chi en route to New York and 
Washington for conferences. On 
same train, Jake Wilk, Warners 
eastern story editor, en route home 
from Coast. i 

Jimmy Cagney arrives in Chicago 
Sept. 1 to start month’s bond-seliing 
campaign through Illinois and ad- 
jacent states in behalf of the motion 





picture industry, which has taken 
fover the war bond sale for that 
i{month with $1,000,000.000 as its goal 
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OBITUARIES 


PHILLIPS HOLMES 

Phillips Holmes, 33, former stage 
and screen player, who had been a 
member of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force since last December, was 
killed Aug. 12 as a passenger on one 
of two plans that collided shortly 
after taking off near Armstrong, On- 
tario. His rank of Leading Aircrafts- 
man in the R. C. A. F. had only re- 
cently been awarded, 

Holmes’ most important screen 
work was the stellar role of Clyde 
Griffiths in ‘An American Tragedy,’ 
produced in 1931. His first film as- 
signment came in 1928, when a screen 
test by Paramount won him a part 
in that company’s production, ‘Var- 
sity.’ Other films in which he ap- 
peared are ‘Her Man,’ ‘Broken Lul- 
laby,’ ‘The House of a Thousand 
Candles’ and “The Devil’s Holiday.’ 

Educated in this country and Eng- 
land, Holmes, as a student at Prince- 
ton, had starred in several Triangle 
Club shows. In Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
he had once appeared in a stage play, 
‘The Great Necker,’ with his father, 
Taylor Holmes, veteran actor. 

As an absentee from Hollywood 
for the past several years, Holmes 
had occupied himself with foreign 


A Solemn Anniversary Mass on Wed- 
nesday, August 26th, at 10 o'clock 
a.m., will be offered at the Church 
ot the Blessed Sacrament, on West 


Jist Street, just off Broadway, New 
York City, for 
> J. COHAN 
‘OHAN 
MRS. JOSEPHINE COHAN NIBLO 





films on frequent trips to England. 
In this country he occasionally made 
appearances in stock company plays. 
His last stage work was last summer 
ait Pawling, N. Y., when he played 
in ‘The Philadelphia Story.’ That 
summer he also toured in ‘The Male 
Animal.’ 

Besides his father, he’s survived 
by his mother, Mrs. Edna Phillips 
Holmes, and a_ sister, Madeline 
Holmes, both actresses, a brother, 
also an actor, is Pilot Officer Ralph 
Holmes, RCAF, husband of singer 
Libby Holman. 





GUIDO VOGEL 


Guido B. Vogel, 79, music com- 
poser and director of St. Louis the- 
atre orchestras for more than 60 
years, died Aug. 10 at his St. Louis 
home. Son of Benjamin Vogel, also 
a prominent St. Louis conductor, 
Vogel made his first public appear- 
ance in St. Louis as a violinist at 
the age of 13. Taught by his father, 
he was regarded a child prodigy. 

Vogel later organized his own or- 
chestra, which played for the open- 
ing of the Grand Opera House and 
the King’s, Imperial and American 
theatres in St. Louis. For five years 
he played at the Shubert there and 
in 1917 took over direction of the 
orchestra which played 20 years at 
the American. He also organized, 
but did not direct, the orchestra 
which played at the St. Louis Mu- 
nicipal theatre from 1923 to 1937. 
In the latter years he retired to de- 
vote his time to European travel 

Master of both classical and pop- 
ular music, Vogel played before 
President Cleveland in 1887 and be- 
fore Prince Henry of Prussia and 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1902. For 
Prince Henry he composed ‘The In- 
ternational Rag,’ which gained wide 
popularity. His other well known 
compositions included ‘Up and Down 
the Pike,’ symbolizing the St. Louis 
World's Fair in 1904; ‘Battery A 
Boys,’ dedicated to St. Louis sol- 
diers in the Spanish-American war, 
and ‘College Boys,’ dedicated to St. 
Louis University students in the 
90s. 

Surviving are his widow, Rachel; 
two sons, Guido, Jr., and Dr. Ben- 
jamin M. Vogel, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Irving Stein of Chicago. 





WILLIAM JOURDAN RAPP 

William Jourdan Rapp, 47, play- 
wright and v.p. of C. D. Morris Asso- 
ciates, Inc., radio producers, died 
Aug. 12 at his summer home in Lake 
Mononk, N. Y., of heart attack. 

Among several plays credited to 
Rapp as co-author are ‘Harlem,’ 
*Whirlpooi,’ ‘Hilda Cassidy,’ ‘Substi- 
tute for Murder’ and ‘Holmeses of 
Baker Street.’ ‘Harlem,’ written 
with Wallace Thurman, was pro- 
duced in N. Y. in 1929. He had 
written numerous radio scripts and 
et the time of his death held the 
subordinate post of chief editor of 
over 30 religious publications issued 
by the Cook Pub. Co., Elgin, II. 
Since 1926 he had been associated 
with Macfadden Publications as edi- 
tor of True Story magazine until he 


broke with that organization six 
months ago. 

Beside his stage and radio writ- 
ings, his activities included mag- 
azine and newspaper contributions. 
He was also the author of a novel, 
‘Poolroom.’ 





WALKER WHITESIDE 

Walker Whiteside, 73, veteran 
stage actor whose show business 
career covered 47 years of his life, 
died Aug. 17 in Hastings-on-Hudson, 
N. Y. Cerebral hemorrage caused 
his death though ,he had been ill for 
three years. 

Whiteside began his stage work as 
a Shakespearian actor, playing such 
roles as Hamlet, Othello, Richard III, 
Shylock and others before the age 
of 20. He played Hamlet with his 
own company in his N. Y. debut, at 
the former Union Square theatre 
when he was 25. He followed it with 
a tour of classical repertoire. 

Plays in which Whiteside starred 
at the height of career include ‘“Ty- 
phoon,’ ‘Mr. Wu,’ ‘The Melting Pot,’ 
and ‘The Master of Ballantrae.’ He 
produced most of the plays in which 
he appeared, with few exceptions, 
when in association with such pro- 
ducers as Lieber & Co., George C. 
Tyler, Lee Shubert and Henry W. 
Savage. 

Whiteside retired from the stage 
in 1935 after a final tour of Master 
of Ballantrae.’ His last N. Y. per- 
formance, given in 1932 at the 
Lyceum theatre, was in ‘Three Men 
and a Woman.’ 

Surviving is his widow, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Rosamond W. Petti- 
bone, formerly a singer with the St. 
Louis Opera Co. services will be to- 
morrow (Thursday) at his home, 3 
p.m., with burial at Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery. 

FRED G. xOSS 

Fred G. Ross, 64, veteran actor 
and former business manager of 
such stars as Lillian Russell, Fritzi 
Scheff, Margaret Anglin and Henry 
Miller, died Aug. 18 in Amityville, 
L. I. He had been a guest of the 
Percy Williams Home in East Islip, 
L. I, since 1932. 

A native of San Francisco, where 
he began his theatre career as a 
utility man in the Grand Opera 
House, Ross came east in 1882 and 
appeared in Shakespearean plays 
with Edwin Bocth and William E. 
Sheridan. Other stars with whom 
he had appeared include James 
O'Neill, Joseph Jefferson, Mr. and 
Mrs. William J. Florence, Adelaide 
Neilson, Ada Cavendish and Mrs. 
John Drew. His activities previous 
to retirement had turned to business 
management of stage plays and mu- 
sicals, 

Burial in Kensico Friday (21) un- 
der Actors Fund auspices, 

PASQUALE AMATO 

Pasquale Amato, 63, baritone and 
former member of the Metropolitan 
Opera Co., died Aug. 12 in New 
York, 

A native of Italy, Amato had 
toured Europe and South America 
before making his debut at the Met 
in 1908, singing the role of Germont 
in ‘Triviata,’ which had served as his 
Italian debut at the Teatro Bellini, 
Naples, in 1900. Other operas in 
which he appeared are ‘Armide,’ 
‘Carmen,’ ‘Otello,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Ger- 
mania’ and ‘Girl of the Golden West.’ 

A resident of Baton Rouge, La., 
Amato had been teaching voice cul- 
ture at the Louisiana State Univer- 
sity at the time of his death. Widow 
survives. 





HATTIE WILLIAMS 

Hattie Williams, 72, retired musi- 
cal comedy actress, died Aug. 17 in 
N. Y. after an illness of several 
months. 

Miss Williams began her career at 
the age of 19 as a chorus girl. 
Among the more successful produc- 
tions in which she appeared are 
‘Fluffy Ruffles,’ ‘Decorating Clemen- 
tine, and ‘The Doll Girl.’ Other 
plays and musical comedies in which 
she performed and toured include 
‘The Girl from Maxim's,’ ‘The 
Rogers Brothers in Harvard,’ ‘Vivian 
Papas,’.and ‘The Girl from Kay’s.’ 

Her last appearance was in a 
vaudeville sketch, ‘A Slice of Life’ 
by Sir James M. Barrie. 

A brother survives. 





BERNARD FRUTIN 
Bernard Frutin, 56, Scottish film 
exhibitor, died from a heart attack 
July 29 while on vacation at Rothe- 
say, Scotland. 
Frutin, a Russian bv birth, went 





tu Scotland in 1908 and started a 





barber shop in Glasgow. Took over 
the old Royal theatre, Springburn, 
then leased the Queen’s and bought 
the Metropole, Glasgow, his concern 
still operating the latter. Had eight 
cinemas, recently buying the Black 
Cat in a Glasgow suburb, © 


Survived by widew and three 





PRINCE ALEXIS A. OBOLENSKY 


Prince Alexis Obolensky, 59, con- 
cert singer, died Aug. 16 in Butler, 
N J., of heart attack, Prince Obo- 
lensky, a basso, had come to this 
country in 1924 after several years 
in Europe following the Russian rev- 
olution. He studied singing in Italy 
and made his concert debut in Lon- 
don. He joined Dame Nellie Melba 
in a touring opera company later. 

His activities in this country, be- 
sides stage appearances, included 
lecturing and teaching. 

Widow and four children survive. 





RUSSELL PHELPS 


Russell Phelps, 51, newspaperman 
and picture press agent, died Aug. 
14 in Veterans’ Hospital at Sawtelle, 
Cal., after a lingering illness. Vet- 
eran of World War No. 1 he had 
worked on various newspapers in the 
midwest and Pacific cvast. In Hol- 
lywood he served as publicist for 
United Artists and other studios. 

Surviving are his widow and son. 





MAISIE AYLING 

Maisie Ayling, 47, for years a 
popular British vaudeville come- 
dienne and ‘principal boy’ in pan- 
tomime, died at her home in Hove, 
Sussex, England, July 29 of heart 
disease. Survived by her husband, 
Sydney M. Hyman, veteran variety 
agent, who was for a long time book- 
ing manager for the South African 
circuit now owned by I. Schlesinger. 





CHARLES I. McFADDEN 


Charles Ivor McFadden, 54, pio- 
neer film actor and producer, died 
Aug. 14, four months after the death 
of his wife. His picture career be- 
gan as a heavy with William S. Hart 
25 years ago. For a time he pro- 
duced silent films and in later years 
played minor roles. 


JOSEPH McCARTHY 


Joseph McCarthy, chief checker 
for Metro in the Albany district, 
died in an automobile accident near 
Keesville, N. Y., last week. He had 
been promoted from checker on the 
Adirondack Mountain staff of Metro 
tv chief checker a year ago. 

Widow survives. 





GEORGE R. MORGAN 

Circusman George R. Morgan died 
suddenly Aug. 7 at a Wilmington, 
N. C., hotel. 

Born in London, Eng., he served 
in the Canadian forces during the 
first World War. He was long an 
employee of the Ringling circus. 

Surviving are a sister and brother. 


FRANK P. NUTTING 


Frank P, Nutting, 75, violinist and 
maestro, died Aug. 14 in West 
Springfield, Mass., where he ‘was 
born. 

Nutting was a former leader of the 
Springfield Philharmonic Orchestra 
and had been employed in the local 
Poli theatre orchestra as a violinist. 





SHAFTER HOWARD 


Shafter Howard, 79, dilettante 
ccmposer, died Aug. 16 in Santa 
Barbara, Calif., from injuries re- 
ceived while working his quick- 
silver ‘mine in Santa Ynez valley. 
Best known on the Coast for his 
Bohemian Club musical contribu- 
tions, which included an_ opera, 
‘Yankee Doodle.’ 





WILFRED HATCH 
Wilfred Hatch, 81, retired presi- 
dent of Hatch Music Publishing Co. 
of Philadelphia, died Aug. 12 in 
Glendale, Cal., where he had lived 
for 21 years. 





DOROTHY SILK 
_Dorothy Silk, British concert 
Singer, died at her sister’s home in 
Worcestershire, England, July 30. 





Mother, 79, of Moe Silver, zone 
manager for WB in Pittsburgh zone, 
died at her home in Chelsea, Mass., 
Thursday (13) after a long illness. 
In addition to the theatre exec, she 
leaves three daughters, all married, 


Arthur Harris Smythe, 91, man- 
ager of the ‘Streets of Cairo’ at the 
Chicago Wor:d’s Columbian Exposi- 
tion in 1893, died Aug. 11, at Berke- 
ley, Cal. 








William Bachenheimer, 50, music 


conductor and voice teacher, died| 


Aug. 11 in Hollywood following a 
short illness. 





Variable Prices 
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while the picture is still hot—at only 
slightly higher or the usual scales 
—recommends itself as a means of 
quicker liquidation of investment, 





Omaha, for Instance 
Omaha, August 18. 

Public isn’t kicking about upping 
of prices in two downtown theatres 
for ordinary attractions or at ad- 
vanced prices at a third for a special 
attraction. Omaha used to charge 
11 and 30c to 6 P.M. and 44c nights, 
but now gets 11, 30c to 1, 35c toG6and 
50c nights; with 11 and 35c to 2, and 
50c rest of the day. Orpheum used 
to get 11, 30c to 2 and 44c from then 
on, but now gets 11, 30c to 2, 35c to 
6, and 50c to closing. 

Brandeis with ‘Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ has upped from the regular 10- 
25-35-40 to 55—40c to 6; 55c nights, 
with a Sunday schedule of 40c to 2, 
55¢ rest of the day. Impression is, 
the house will go back to regular 
prices after ‘Pride.’ Orpheum’s 
policy has always been to increase 
for stage shows, but this is first time 
in a long time that upped prices 
have continued over for regular pic- 
ture programs. 

Not a single squawk from any- 
one. More and more money is now 
in evidence in town from a lot of 
big war orders and particularly from 
the payroll at the Martin bomber 
as.embly plant-here and construc- 
tion of the Wahoo bomb loading 
plant 25 miles west of town. Up- 
ward pix trend, with noticeably in- 
creased grosses, seems to be fol- 
lowing general business improve- 
ment, 

Nabes are doing well too. An out- 
lying house is holding a picture over. 
Dundee (Goldberg) is keeping ‘Fan- 
tasia’ three days overtime. 


| Bills Next Week 
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Jack Lewis Joe Arenee 
, Jack Moss 
Venice Grill Edith Lambat 
Tom Osborne Temple City 4 
Marie Lamont Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Don Romero Raths’r Eldoradians 
Merrill.Sis Dave Pierson 
Don Nicholas Ore Yacht Club 
Weber’s Hof Brau | Dotty Brennan 
“ Dot Sandy 
Camden Diane Cooper 
Myrtle Dunedin Anne Tally 
Ricardo & Norma Jack Hutchinson 
Bill Bilger Victor Nelson Ore 





PITTSBURGH 
Alpine Lodge Betty Smiley 
K Duffy Rev Pee Wee Walker 
: 3 Milos 


W Stoeffler Ore . 
Cy Landry James Evans 
Paul Du Bois Merry-Go-Round 
Roberta, King & M| foward Baum -Ore 
Gayle Robbins Sally Hughes 
Arlington Lodge New Hillcrest 
Phil Cavezza Ore George Wells Ore 
Balcomades Nixon Cafe 
Bob Lazar Ore Al Marisco Ore 
Dale Spohrer Bob Carter 
Bill Green's Helene & Violin 
Freddy Nagel Ore | Coleman Clark 
Blue Ridge Inn 


Jerri Gale 
Lou Lucky Ore Nut House 
Cozy Harris 


~ Piccolo Pete Ore 

Cornell Cooper , ; 
Edith Murray a —, 
Hank Whitehouse pg OOS 
Jean Rae Ted Blake 
Boogie-Woogie Club Orchard Inna 
Clinton Ore Benny Burton Ore 
Priscilla Scott Oasis 
Cecil Groves Al Snyder Ore 
Bobby Marshall Johnny Wiles 
Boog Sherman Pines 
Racehorse Williams p Rutt 

Harry Comorado Bill j ri eon = 

Cork and Bottle Jacques La Belle 


Lloyd Fox Redd’s Cafe 


‘olonial A 
J a Ore Rudy Paul Ore 
: “ Evelyn Jackson 


Eddie Peyton’s Fran Diamond 
Geo Overholt Ore Eddie Palmer 


Eddie Peyton Squirrel Coop 
Ma 2 e ins j 
farion Muller Tiny Miller 


51 Club Dale Harkness 
Max Tarshis Eddies Miller 
Pat McCauley Pat McGowan 
Linda Cotta Snowball Jackson 


Sally Rice 
Torchy Cole 
Ss 42 
Saenie F rwene 2 Freddy Rose 

Hotel Fort Pitt Yacht Club 
Ken Bailey Ore H Middleman Orc 


Trelon 
Joey Reynolds 


Johnny Mitchell Eddie Metcalfe 

Harry Walton poeny Saas 

Jessie Wheatley Collette @ Sores 
Hotel Hen Sky-V 
(Silver Grill) y-Vue 


Patti Gene 
Will Aschey 
Joey Sims Orc 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 


Marty Schramm 

4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) - 

Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel 7th Avenue 


Harry Bigley 


Escorts 
Villa Madrid 
Hotel Roosevelt Etzi Coyato Ore 
Joe Vera 


Mark Lane 
Jack McCarthy 
Burton’s Birds 
Jack & Jerry 
B@oadway Debs 
Victory Lounge 
Victory 3 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Oro 
Fashionettes 
West View Park 


Sam Bari 

Joe Petroselll 

Jimmy Glover 
Hotel Schenley 

Billy::Hinds Ore 

Joy Lind 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 


Kennywood Park | Mickey Ross Ore 








Tommy Carlyn Ore 


Bob Eugene Troupe 





at 


MARRIAGES 


Geraldine Manus to Bill Anson, 
July 18, in Chicago. Bride is radio 
comedian; he is Chicago dancer, 

Helen Lake to Pvt. J. English 
Smith, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. She’s 
a Playhouse actress and he was the 
actor-press agent at Pitt community 
theatre before his induction into 
Army nearly a year ago. 

Marion Kalson to Alfred Katz, in 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 4. He’s mana r 
o* WB's Centre theatre, Pittsburgh, 

Gale Page to Count Aldo Solito de 
Solis, Aug. 17, in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, Bride is screen player; groom 
is concert pianist. 

Doreen Tallman to Barry Wood ‘on 
Regina, Sask., Aug. 1. He was an- 
nouncer with CKCK, Regina, now 
production manager of CJVI, Vic- 
toria, B. C. 

Ethel Coleman to Sam Shain, in 
New York, recently. Groom is edi- 
tor of Motion Picture Daily ,and 
formerly with ‘Variety.’ 

Lotte Marcy to Corp. Jack Klotz, 
in New York, Aug. 15. She’s a non- 
pro; he’s former agent now with 
Army air forces in training at 
Miami. 

Janet Nicol to Bary Arrington, in 
Chicago, Aug. 1. Bride is in WBBM 
program dept.; groom is a private 
in the Army Air Force Training 
School at Chanute Field, Ill. 

Anne Edmonds to William Hern- 
don, in Yuma, Ariz.; Aug. 1. Bride 
is a screen player; groom is authors 
agent. 

Gale Page, film actress and radio 
singer, to Count Aldo Solito de 
Solis, concert pianist, Aug. 17, Couer 
d’Alene, Idaho. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John F. Meehan, 
son, in Hollywood, Aug. 11. Father 
is manager of Talisman Studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Dilworth, 
daughter, in Terra Haute, Ind., Aug. 
1, Father is chief announcer for 
WBOW, Terra Haute. 

Mr, & Mrs. Edward C. Cunning- 
ham, son, in Chicago, Aug. 9. Father 
is NBC sales traffic manager in 
Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Slattery, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 12, 
Father is radio announcer at KFWB, 

Mr. and Mrs. Sammy Sheaffer, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. Father is 
trumpeter with Herman Middleman 
band. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Shea, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. Father is man- 
ager of Webster Hall hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, 

Mr. and Mrs. Sumner Granby, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 13. Father is an- 
nouncer at WCAE. 

Mr. and Mrs. Olis Eaglin, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. Father’s with the 
M-G exchange. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Mann, son, 
in New York, Aug. 13. Father is 
arranger formerly with Charlie 
Spivak’s orch. 

Mr, and Mrs. Al Finestone, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 17, in Jackson Heights, 
N. Y. Father is with Motion Picture 
Daily. 
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words, some features, designed par- 
ticularly for women have developed 
amazing pull at the military b.o. 
Camp bookers proceed on the the- 
ory that in civil life women gen- 
erally pick the pictures which males 
will see and, left to his own de- 
vices, the soldier will take the he- 
man and vigorous action features. 
In a good many respects this rule 
of thumb holds true, but there have 
been exceptions, and the machines 
will pick them out. Expected that 
Army Motion Picture Service will 
also be able to announce—after a 
year’s operation with the Army— 
the 10 top ranking stars with the 
men in uniform, 

Paramount won two of the six 
places in the Army’s poll of July 
product as determined by receipts 
from 800 camp theatres patronized 
exclusively by servicemen. 

Dorethy Lamour, a favorite with 
the boys in uniform, is credited for 
the pull which landed ‘Beyond the 
Blue Horizon’ in first place for gross 


receipts. Others were: ‘Wings For 
the Eagle’ (WB), ‘Cross Roads’ 
(M-G), ‘This Above All’ (20th), 


‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), “Take a 
Letter, Darling’ (Par). 

Announced unofficially that ‘Pride 
of the Yankees’ and ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
have done sensational business in 
limited booking and are certain to 
be among the August champions. 

rmy Motion Picture Service 1s 
installing new recording machinery 
and, at the end of 1942, hopes to 
release a list showing the ‘10 Favor- 
ite Motion Picture Stars of the 
Armed Forces,’ 
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-< not always an assurance of box- 
office power, as some of the recent 
Norma Shearer and Greta Garbo 
productions have shown. 

Contention in these quarters is 
that the history of show business 
proves stories have made the stars 
in almost every instance; that it's 
questionable where an Edward G. 
Robinson would have been without 
‘Little Caesar,’ song and dance man 
Walter Huston without Eugene 
O'Neill, Mickey Rooney without the 
Hardy series, Walter Pidgeon with- 
out ‘How Green Was My Valley’ and 
currently ‘Mrs. Miniver’ and others 
too numerous to mention. And in- 
instances of faded stars lifted into 
the front ranks again via an appro- 
priate vehicle (Lew Ayres in the “Dr. 
Kildare’ series and ‘box office poison’ 
Katharine Hepburn via ‘Philadelphia 
Story’) are not considered unusual 
either. 

Producers consider ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
one of the best answers to what stu- 
dios can accomplish without the use 
of topflight marquee names. In this 
instance Metro had virtually no 
story either, to begin with. The 
screen treatment has little of the 
original except the title—incident- 
ally, not even a good boxoffice title. 
There was no ‘Mrs. Miniver rose’ in 
the original story and the hat inci- 
dent was dismissed in about a single 
paragraph in the book. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ also answers the 
ever increasing demands from ex- 
hibitors, noted by distribution de- 
partments a year or more before the 
war started, for more marquee names 
in production schedules. Click com- 
binations of story, casting and direc- 
tion indicate that loss of stars such 
as Clark Gable, James Stewart, 
Tyrone Power and others, though 
certainly representing loss of assured 
revenues, cam be compensated for 
while new marquee names are 
simultaneously created. 


Studios at all times, of course, 
tried to get topflight material—the 
more important the star the more 
careful ras been the selection and 
treatment of the story. But con- 
sensus of opinion is that once the 
story is at hand actors can always 
be found to play the parts called 
fer. Despite the perennial lament 
over the demise of vaudeville and 
burlesque as a training ground for 
talent, new recruits continue to be 
found in the niteries, the borscht 
circuit, etc., and there’s still enough 
of a reservoir to fill requirements. 
Bessie Clayton was a sensation in 
her day when she did a buck-and- 
wing on her toes, but virtually any 


unknown out of a standard danc- 
ing academy today can _ handle 
routines that Miss Clayton never 
creamed of. James Stewart, once 
presented as a find to Ernst Lu- 
bitsch, was turned down because 
the director said he’d never make 


the grade with that big lower lip 
and the lugubrious expression on his 
pan Another topnotch director, 
nixing Melvyn Douglas after he was 
found in stock, topped it off by 
lampooning Douglas’ exaggerated 
metions as being ‘all elbows.’ Clark 
Gable, the late Marie Dressler, and 
any number of others all got the red 
Signal for years until some director 
took a chance. Thus, it is pointed 
out, talent can be found if producers 
and directors are obliged to hunt 
hard enough. 


Meantime, as a means of under- 
Writing the loss of marquee names, 
either to the armed forces or 
through intensified competition 
among studios for both femme and 
male leads remaining, a tendency 
has been noted this season 
various companies to exploit 

properties. 20th-Fox al- 
ready adopted this method for the 
Current production schedule and 
others will likely follow. 

Insofar as war stories are con- 
cerned, ‘We want as many war pic- 
tures as possible—but good ones,’ 
stated one story department head. 
Sex, beer and trivialties can’t dead- 
en constant public awareness of the 
implacable facts of war. We must 
have good war pictures which will 
drive home the message that it’s 


either our country and our lives or 
the enemy’s.’ 


their 
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a; War Staff 
Despite a widespread opinion 
among film exees six months and a 
year ago that the big wartime payoff 
would be on escapism, that’s proved 
me from true. War films have been 
~Oming out of the studios in larger 
and larger quantities recently, and 
most of them have been nicking the 
lackpot. Fact is, every 
Picture with a war 


ar 


angle 
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' of course, is the Midway battle. 
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been more or less a hit. 
has failed to make money. 

That’s not to say that America 
doesn’t want escapism, too. A glance 
at ‘Variety’s’ National Boxoffice 
Survey will show that plenty of 
films entirely foreign to the world 
conflict are sharing the heavy coin 
with war pix. The principal Jesson 
pointed is an old one; a good pic- 
ture, on no matter what subject, 
will reap a jingle, jangle, jingle on 
the b.o. sill. 

Not only the important war films, 
but the B’s as well, are marqvee 
honey. In every case, the minor 
entries are doing better than the 
westerns and actioners on assorted 
subjects which they displaced. Most 
of the B adventure stuff being given 
a war angle is pretty bad if the 
critics are to be heeded. Yet view 
the business being done by Uni- 
versal’s ‘Secret Agent’ currently, if 
there’s any doubt as to what is 
meant. 

‘Mrs. Miniver,’ of course, is the 
prime example of how wrong any 
film exec was who thought war pix 
wouldn't do business. It’s proof at 
the same time that a good film on 
any subject will hit high ticket 
yardage. Other war product sharing 
top money in the past few weeks 
has been Warner Bros.’ ‘Wings for 
the Eagle,’ Universal’s ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron,” 20th-Fox’s ‘Shores of Tripoli,’ 
and “This Above All,” not to men-~- 
tion the just starting ‘Pied Piper,’ 
also 20th-Fox. Also deing fairly 
wel. have been “The Invaders’ (Col) 
and ‘10 Gentlemen from West Poini’ 
(20th). Even reaching comparatively 
good figures earlier this summer 
were such doubtful critical can- 
didates as the British-made ‘Mr. V’ 
and ‘Ships and Wings,’ both dis- 
tributed by United Artists. 

Balancing of the world aflame in 
celluloidia currently, are such pure- 
ly escapist moolah-grabbers as “Tales 
o* Manhattan,’ ‘Pride of the Yan- 
kees,” ‘Pardon My Sarong’ and ‘Hoii- 
day Inn.’ 


Not one 
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would bring, admitting that it might 
possibly reveal something of value. 

What the OWI and CIAA are faced 
with is topnotch German battle film, 
while all that *hey have been able to 
offer are pictures of war production 
and troops training. The latter look 
very pallid against shots of hard- 
hitting Nazis tanks and Panzer divi- 
sions overcoming United Nations 
fighters on various fronts. Dr. Goeb- 
bels’ gang. of course, take extreme 
care in editing their films so that 


| it always looks like a walk-through 


for the Hitler boys. 
John Ford’s 100,000 Feet of Film 


More than anything else, of course, 
the United Nations need some good 
victories. 
ganda people think that the least 
be done is to make capital of 
the wins we have achieved. Best one, 
And 
Commander John Ford is said to 
have better than 100,000 feet of hot 
stuff on this. The Navy keeps sit- 
ting on it, however, and Ford is 
said to be as burned as anyone, al- 
though forced by Navy discipline to 
curtail giving vent to his feelings. 

Getting film to combat the Nazi 
product is extremely important to 
the two propaganda agencies. OWI’s 
job is to reach the neutral popula- 
tions of Europe, Africa and Asia. 
CIAA covers the Latin American 
countries, virtually all of which have 
broken relations with the Axis, 
though their populations are far from 
being in 100% accord on the subject. 
A great many of the neutral 
tries outside this hemispere, as well 
the Latin American nations, are 
largely concerned with being on the 
winning side. Ideology and other 
such considerations don’t bother 
them; all they know is that they want 
to be in a favorable position to trade 
with the winner when the war is 
over. A major propaganda technique, 
therefore, must be to convince them 


to 


al- 





Lacking that, the propa- | Col, Mitchell will organize citizens’ | cleared 


performances 





coun- | 
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that they have the long end of the; 
bet when they put their money on us. | 


Elmer Davis Going to Bat 
Elmer Davis, OWI chief, it is un- 
derstood, is preparing to go to bat 
on the film matter. He’s had his 
hands so full of fighting generals 
and admirals on the other matters 
of news policy, however, that he 


hasn't had a chance yet to take up| 


fiffms. Nelson Rockefeller, boss of the 
Inter-American Affairs setup, is als 
about ready, it is beli Ve 1. to take 
he film matter over tne ieads of the 


Army and Navy pnxoft 


| 
| 
| 
| 


looney Relief. 


there may be a big noise on theft 


question soon, but whether it will! 
do any good is something else again 
President Roosevelt so far has shown | 
distinct reluctance to contradict the | 
service chiefs on news poticy. 

Whole subject brings to the fore| 
again the extent of power Roose- 
velt has given Davis over U. S. in- 
formation. Whether Davis is supreme 
over the Army and the Navy has 
never been clearly defined, although 
it’s very definite that results so far 
prove he has not been. It will prob- 
ably be a point on which Davis’ con- 
tinuance in his present job hinges, 
for it is certain that he will only 
battle so long with the armed forces 
before throwing up his hands. 

That Davis—a man whose discre- 
tion certainly can be relied upon— 
should have such power is pretty 
generally agreed. One official must 
be in a position to weigh respective 
values and give ultimate decisions. 
Dr. Goebbels’ setup, although not so 
gooc as vaunted, has proved that. 
When a newsreel company wants to 
come in and take pictures of a war 
production plant, there must be some 
person to decide whether the man- 
hours lost by diversion of employees’ 
attention is more than counterbal- 
anced by the propaganda value of 
the films. The Army and Navy have 
never been able to make such evalua- 
tions, their answers always being a 
flat ‘No’ or buck-passing until every- 
one’s exhausted and gives up. 


‘Army’ 
—=—=continued from page 35, 

tion for the Army Emergency Relief 
Fund, have gotten an OK from Wash- 
ington that the show may stay still 
another four weeks, marking the sec- 
ond extension, or 12 weeks in all, on 
Broadway. HK ends Sept. 26 at the 
Broadway theatre, lays off a week 
to give the boys a little respite, and 
opens for a fortnight at the National, 
Washington, thence to Chicago and 
probably directly to Hollywood from 
there, instead of an extensive road 
tour. This, it is admitted, means no 
small problem for both civilian mo- 
rale, due to the vast national inter- 
est, plus such other fancy War Dept. 
ideas as sending the entire company 
to England and Ireland to entertain 
the troops there. 

On the other hand, getting the film 
into the can for a possible Xmas re- 
lease, and thus afford the widest pos- 
sible distribution, is something that 
can’t be slighted. 

Meantime, director Curtiz has gone 
back to Burbank; producer Wallis to 
Washington on further confabs with 
U. S. Army officials; and scripter 
Robinson will follow some time this 
week, after lingering a few extra 
days. 

Ahead of the show for the Army , 

















will be Lt. Col. Walter Sullivan, | 
|who will liason officer contacting | 


corps area commanders, so that the | 
men in the ‘Army’ will be quar- | 
tered either at camps or nearby. 
Col. Charles H. Johnson and Lt. 


committees for the sale of tickets. | 
Nat Dorfman will generally super- | 
vise advance agents, all assigned | 
from the Army. 


$5 Top in D. C. 
Washington, Aug. 18. 
First road date for ‘This Is the 
Army’ will be the National, tentative 
date set week of Oct. 4, with 10 
scheduled, including 
two Sunday matinees. 





Irving Berlin and A. L. Berman 
inspected the 1,582-seat house and 
decided, because of the limited ca- 
pacity, scale will be fixed at $1.50 to | 


the Army show 
the 10 perform- | 


$5. At these prices 
can gross $63,000 in 


ances. In other dates, and where 
larger auditoriums and theatres are 
available, the top is expected to be! 


$3. 


Plans for the screening of the mili- 
tary show were discussed over the 
weekend by War Dent. officials anc 
executives of Warner Pros. Hal 
Wallis, producer: Michael Curtiz. di- 
rector. and Casey Robinson. who will 
adent the serint for the screen. hud- 
Ale+ with Brieadier Gerera] Irving 
J. Phillinson. Col. John Thomas Tay- 
lor and other officers of Army Emer- 


would like to bolster the 
Army show with a couple of hich- 
nowered marauee names, but the 
Wear Dept. wants to stick to ar all- 
cast. Among other things 
was the minimum of pro- 
allotted for mak- 


Studio 


uniform 
discussed 
duction time to be 
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ing the picture. ‘This Is the Army | 
expects to play 20 weel the road 
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exhaustively considered at the con- 
ference, with Lt. Col. Ed Kirby, 
alumnus of the National Association 
of Broadcasters, reminding the in- 
dustry of possible kickbacks from an 
incautious or ill-policed policy. 

Amusement on the stages of vari- 
ous Army camps throughout the 
country has been free from too much 
censoring, it was admitted. But this 
is only ‘Secause comedians were 
playing to an all-male audience. It’s 
different when gags are broadcast 
throughout the United States and to 
any countries abroad which can 
pick up the wave-length. 

Some 19 reps of NBC, CBS, the 
Blue and Mutual, on hand for the 
Army heart-to-heart, agreed with 
the War Department that some ef- 
fort should be made to tighten up 
on double-entendre and doubtful 
jokes before the Blue Nosers gang 
up on radio to. accuse it of lewd 
and lkas@imgqus. siit4wsand-an effort 
to undermine morale. 

Studio audiences do not comprise 
scldiers, when they originate in the 
bi; studios. But radio artists can’t 
help getting that feeling that they 
are putting on a he-man show for 
the Army camps. Result is that 
some of the most innocent gags are 
accompanied by mannerisms visible 
only to the audience—which give 
the impression that something off- 
color has been said. And this hap- 
pens despite the care which the 
script department may have given to 
the show before the broadcast. 

Prudishness 

The Army and the web exec: 
agreed that the best solution was 
t> avoid any prudishness over the 
comedy fare which radio is trying 
t» give its soldier and sailor fans 
but to adhere to the same standards 
as apply to the rest of America. 
Same agreement should go for 
short-wave broadcasts. 

Numerous other subjects were dis- 
cussed during the two-hour pow- 
wow between the Army and the in- 
dustry, including the important 
question of inviting soldiers back 
from the combat zones to participate 
in radio broadcasts. Three absolute 
‘musts’ were laid down by Kirby and 
his staff to the network representa- 
tives, as follows: 

(1) Contact must be made with 
the commanding general, theatre of 
operations, where the soldiers dis- 
embark—either Lieut.-Gen. Hugh 
Drum in the East, 
John H. DeWitt, in the West. 

(2) Appearance of the _ soldier 
must be cleared with the War De- 
partment before the broadcast goes 
on. 

(3) Script of the soldier’s remarks 
must be reviewed by War Depart- 
ment representatives. 

Warning is being sent out to local 
public relations officers against their 
clearing such talks. The Army 
officers pointed out that regulations 
call for appearance of all officers on 
network or commercial shows to be 
through Radio Branch, 
Bureau of Public Relations, War De- 
partment, Washington, and that the 
appearance of enlisted men must 
likewise be cleared, except when 
they are on leave and appear on 
their own free time without dis- 
cussing anything of a military 
nature. Script writers and continuity 
departments likewise are being 
cautioned that 48 hours -must be al- 
lowed for clearance, to be certain of 
meeting broadcast deadlines. Radio 
Branch appreciates having even 
rrore time in which to inspect copy 

Stunts Not Wanted 

Explaining to the group why the 


War Department requests producers | 


not to try to gra» Army talent for 
stunt broadcasts or mere showman- 
ship reasons, Kirby pointed out that 
the Army NOT in the 
business.’ 

Program policy 
all requests, is using one yardstick 
for all applications requiring Army 
participation: ‘Wil] it help win the 
war?’ 

‘Not that it expects any radio 
program to win the war,’ an Army 
spokesman pointed out, ‘but in recog- 
nizing the many ways radio can help 
foster the Army's objectives. comes 
parallel. recognition that the Army 
cannot indulge in broadcasting ac- 
tivities that do not help foster these 
obiectives.’ 

There will 


is 


show 


be fewer occasions 


when officers and enlisted men will | 


leave their posts to appear in radio 
broadcasts in adjacent or distant 
cities, the Army pointed out. Before 
such appearances are made ‘it must 


ibe evident that the officer cr soldier 


would be doing more good on the 


air than he would be doing by stay 


or Lieut.-Gen. | 


board, passing on | 
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,a road, officials pegged broadcastcs 
ito remember that the feelings of 
American soldiers may be different 
|wheu they receive familiar programs 
|in a foreign land. While a majority 
|of radio entertainment programs ‘re- 
nain popular with the men, bread- 
casters must remember that ‘eertain 
aspects of commercially sponsored 
radio programs popular with troops 
prior to embarkation can produce 
negative results when heard by the 
same troops on the fighting fronts.” 
Contrasts Invidious 

i-iving conditions and surrounding 
environment—eve.1 though good— 
have been changed and ‘may be 


changed more drastically at any 
moment,’ the Army pointed out. 
Also, while American soldiers, 


wt crever they are, remain faithful 
to their favorite programs. com- 
mercial sponsors should remember 
that ‘lush descriptions’ of American 
delicacies might affect the morale of 
troops who might be on rations—or 
even ‘limited rations.” A _ further 
warning was that any programs in- 
tended for the ears of American 
treops abroad ‘also reach the ears of 
friend and foe alike, regardless of 
audience target.’ 

These attending the Washington 
conference were: C. L. Menser, vice- 
president in charge of programs, 
NBC, G. F. Maulsby, assistant to di- 
rector of broadcasts, CBS; Tom 
S iter, director of special features 
~ sports, MBS; William Burke 

er, eastern program manager 
NBC; Ed Hitz, assistant to vice- 
president in charge of sales, NBC; 
Dorothy Kemble, editor continuity 
acceptance, Blue Network; Warren 
Ambrose, assistan: editor continuity 
acceptance, Blue Network: Harold 
M. Wager, assistant program serv- 
ice manager, MBS; Lewis H. Titter- 
toa, manager, script division, NBC. 

Ray Nelson, former eastern pro- 
duction manager, NBC: Stockton 
Selffrick, marager, continuity ac- 
geptance, NBC; Eugene Juster, as- 
sistant manager, continuity accept- 
ance, NBC; Albert R. Perkins, direc- 
tor, script department, CBS; Roy 
~erguson, script manager, Blue; 
Harry Frazee, Blue production man- 
ager; Thomas Velotta, assistant di- 
re-tor, news and special features, 
Blue; Bill Slocum, Jr., commercial 
editer, CBS: Cecil Carmichael, M. 
and O. stations, NBC. 














Gary Cooper | 
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picture yearly over a period of seven 
years. 

Cooper is said to be insisting on 
a percentage end a minimum guar- 
antee on two outside starring pic- 
tures annually. His current value 
per picture is pegged at around 
$200,000, with several studios ready 
to take him up at that figure. Actor 
has it figured that on a guarantee 
based on that figure he should get 
up to 15% of the gross on his pro- 
ductions income. 

Under this arrangement, figuring 
|} normal biz after the war, he would 
| prove one of the industry’s top coin 
earners. It is understood that other 
stars with deals coming up are figur- 
ing on a minimum guarantee against 
a percentage of the gross. 

Under war conditions, 
top male names growing scarcer, 
major producers are said to look 
with favor on such arrangements. 


and with 











| ‘Yankee’ in Dixie 
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| ups. All cock a weather eye on se- 
|cession prejudices before taking co- 
| operative action. 

| Further handicapping Warnermen 
on this big-time extravaganza is the 
fact that George M. Cohan is utter'y 
|unknown in the south, Oldsters can- 
lnot remember that Cohan ever 
|toured Dixie after he became a name 
| star. Also, he lacks the usual Holly- 
| wood background that is pretty im- 
portant in a film-conscious sector 
that thinks of Broadway as a distant 
cowpath where the city slickers 
thrive. 

Add one more stumbler: The upped 
price. Mason-Dixon states don’t like 
to pay extra for their entertainment. 
They want things standard, feel that 
i}a movie is a movie and should get 
| pix tariffs. When you switch around, 
lit confuses them, interferes with 
| other pleasures. They no like. Ordi- 
|narily they won’t go, either, except 
'for a ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
| But this ‘Yank’ is different, tha 
in M 
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If you must reduce your advertising budget... 
then the first place to reduce it is at the waste-line. 


And that’s a job the BLUE can do for you. 


Indeed, whether or not you are faced with 
a budget cut, your advertising may need 
“reshaping” to reduce waste caused by today’s 
fast-changing conditions. And for this job, 
too, the efficient BLUE provides the proper 
waste-reducing treatment. 


The BLUE carries your message coast-to- 
coast—but without costly excess coverage, 
and with a minimum of overlapping 
between stations. The BLUE enables you to 
concentrate on the 561 counties that do 80% 
of the nation’s retail buying—yet gives you 
plenty of plus coverage besides. 


That’s half the story. The other half 
is the new BLUE program policy. 


The BLUE backs its sponsored programs 
with original audience promotion that has 
proved its effectiveness in the past six months. 
Moveover, the BLUE surrounds these spon- 
sored shows with sustaining programs that 
utilize the competitive showmanship of leading 
independent producers. 


Combine the two halves, and here’s the result. 


More new advertisers have come to the BLUE 

this year than to any other network. Because today, 
more than ever, the Blue Network delivers the 

most listeners per dollar. 


Why not let our representatives give you the facts 
—in BLUE and white. You'll find it’s easy (and 
thrifty to do business with the BLUE. 


Blue Network Company, A Radio Corporation of America Service 


the plue |! network 



























WELCOME TO THE BLUE! 


New advertisers on the air or signed for Fall 


Cream of Wheat _—_ Electric Boat-Co. | Ford Motor Co. 
General Foods General Mills . Hall Brothers 
Mail Pouch Minit-Rub. Minneapolis-Honeywell 
Paramount Pictures Dr. Earl S. Sloan 


Socony-Vacuum ‘Texaco 
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